urban gang alliances

urban gang alliances are a complex and evolving aspect of modern city life,
shaping the dynamics of crime, community relations, and law enforcement
strategies. This article explores the formation, structure, and impact of
these alliances, delving into why gangs collaborate, how these partnerships
influence criminal activities, and the broader social and legal implications.
Readers will discover the historical context behind urban gang alliances, the
factors driving gangs to form coalitions, and the consequences for
neighborhoods and authorities alike. From infamous urban coalitions to the
role of technology and social media in modern alliances, this comprehensive
guide provides expert insight into a topic that affects cities worldwide.
Whether you are a researcher, student, or concerned community member,
understanding urban gang alliances will help you grasp the challenges and
opportunities they present. Continue reading to uncover the intricate world
of urban gang partnerships and their profound impact on urban life.
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Understanding Urban Gang Alliances

Urban gang alliances refer to the formal or informal partnerships formed
between street gangs within metropolitan areas. These alliances often emerge
as gangs seek strength in numbers, protection from rivals, and strategic
advantages in criminal enterprises. The concept encompasses both short-term
collaborations and long-standing coalitions, which may involve multiple gangs
joining forces for mutual benefit. Urban gang alliances are not limited to
any single city or country; they are a global phenomenon, shaped by local
socio-economic conditions, cultural influences, and law enforcement
practices. These partnerships can dramatically alter the landscape of urban
crime, as gangs that once competed may now share resources, intelligence, and



territory.

History and Evolution of Gang Coalitions

Early Gang Partnerships

The formation of urban gang alliances can be traced back to the early 20th
century. In cities like Chicago and Los Angeles, gangs often banded together
for protection against law enforcement and rival groups. These early
coalitions were typically based on shared ethnic backgrounds or neighborhood
ties, helping gangs consolidate power and influence.

Expansion and Diversification

By the late 20th century, gang alliances became more sophisticated and
widespread. Notable examples include the Bloods and Crips alliances, and the
Folk and People Nation coalitions in Chicago. The reasons for these
expansions ranged from increased law enforcement pressure to the desire for
greater control over lucrative criminal markets, such as drug trafficking and
illicit weapons trade.

Modern Developments

In recent decades, urban gang alliances have adapted to new challenges. Gangs
now form multi-ethnic coalitions, cross-city partnerships, and even
international networks. The rise of technology has further facilitated
communication and coordination between allied gangs, allowing them to operate
with increased efficiency and secrecy.

Reasons Behind Urban Gang Alliances

Mutual Protection and Security

One of the primary drivers behind gang alliances is the need for protection
against rival groups and external threats. By joining forces, gangs can deter
attacks, defend territory, and present a unified front to law enforcement.

Economic Incentives and Market Control

Gangs form alliances to expand their criminal enterprises and share profits.
These partnerships allow groups to control larger territories, pool



resources, and access new markets for drugs, weapons, and other illegal
goods.

Shared Ideology and Identity

Common cultural, ethnic, or ideological backgrounds often bring gangs
together. This shared identity fosters trust, eases communication, and
solidifies alliances that might otherwise be fragile.

Protection from rivals and law enforcement

Expansion of territory and market control

Pooling resources and intelligence

Strengthening reputations and influence

Types and Structures of Gang Partnerships

Formal Coalitions

Some urban gang alliances are highly structured, with clear hierarchies,
rules, and membership requirements. Examples include the People Nation and
Folk Nation in Chicago, which consist of multiple gangs operating under a
shared banner and leadership system.

Informal Agreements

Other alliances are temporary and based on specific goals or circumstances,
such as joint criminal operations or mutual defense. These informal
partnerships may dissolve once objectives are met or conflicts arise.

Cross-Jurisdictional and International Alliances

With globalization and increased mobility, some urban gangs have formed
alliances that span cities, states, or even countries. These networks
facilitate large-scale criminal activities and make it more difficult for law
enforcement to disrupt operations.



Impact of Urban Gang Alliances on Communities

Crime Rates and Public Safety

The formation of gang alliances can lead to increased criminal activity, as
allied gangs may feel emboldened to expand operations and challenge rivals.
However, in some cases, alliances reduce violence by promoting cooperation
rather than competition.

Social and Economic Consequences

Community members often experience heightened fear and mistrust due to the
presence of powerful gang coalitions. Economic development may be hindered,
and youth recruitment into gangs can rise, perpetuating cycles of poverty and
violence.

Effects on Urban Infrastructure

Gang alliances can also affect infrastructure, as resources are diverted to
address crime, and public spaces become contested territories.

1. Increased criminal activity and violence
2. Reduced safety and community cohesion
3. Strain on public services and resources

4. Negative impact on economic development

Role of Technology and Social Media in Gang
Alliances

Communication and Coordination

Technological advancements have revolutionized how urban gangs form and
maintain alliances. Social media platforms, encrypted messaging apps, and
smartphones enable rapid, secure communication between gang members across
geographic boundaries.



Recruitment and Propaganda

Gangs use technology to recruit new members, spread propaganda, and display
their power. Online videos, images, and posts often glorify gang life,
attract impressionable youth, and intimidate rivals.

Challenges for Law Enforcement

Digital tools present new challenges for authorities, who must adapt their
strategies to monitor and disrupt online gang activities without infringing
on privacy rights.

Law Enforcement Responses and Strategies

Intelligence Gathering and Surveillance

Law enforcement agencies employ advanced surveillance techniques, informant
networks, and intelligence sharing to track urban gang alliances.
Understanding gang structures and communication channels is critical to
disrupting these coalitions.

Community Partnerships

Police departments increasingly collaborate with community organizations,
schools, and local leaders to prevent gang recruitment and reduce the
influence of alliances. These partnerships focus on education, outreach, and
offering alternatives to gang involvement.

Legal and Policy Initiatives

Governments have enacted laws targeting gang activities, such as anti-gang
injunctions, enhanced sentencing, and asset forfeiture. These measures aim to
dismantle alliances and deter future collaboration.

Challenges and Future Trends in Urban Gang
Alliances

Adapting to Law Enforcement Pressure

As authorities develop new tactics, urban gangs modify their strategies to



evade detection and maintain alliances. This ongoing game of cat and mouse
requires constant innovation from both sides.

Internationalization and Global Networks

Urban gang alliances are increasingly transcending borders, creating
sophisticated international networks. These global coalitions pose
significant challenges for local law enforcement and require cross-agency
cooperation.

Potential for Reform and Community Resilience

Despite the challenges, some urban communities are fostering resilience by
promoting economic opportunities, education, and social programs that weaken
the appeal and necessity of gang alliances. The future of these partnerships
will depend on a combination of law enforcement efforts, community
engagement, and socio-economic development.

Q: What are urban gang alliances?

A: Urban gang alliances are partnerships or coalitions formed between two or
more street gangs within metropolitan areas, often for mutual protection,
expansion of criminal enterprises, and increased influence.

Q: Why do street gangs form alliances in urban
environments?

A: Gangs form alliances to strengthen their position against rivals, expand
territory, pool resources, and gain access to new markets for illegal
activities, such as drug trafficking.

Q: How do urban gang alliances affect crime rates in
cities?

A: Gang alliances can lead to increased criminal activity and violence due to
emboldened operations, but sometimes cooperation between gangs reduces direct
conflict and violence.

Q: What role does technology play in modern urban
gang alliances?

A: Technology enables gangs to communicate securely, coordinate activities
across regions, recruit members online, and spread propaganda, making
alliances more sophisticated and difficult to disrupt.



Q: Which are some notable urban gang alliances in
history?

A: Well-known examples include the Bloods and Crips alliances in Los Angeles
and the Folk and People Nation coalitions in Chicago, both of which have
influenced urban crime dynamics for decades.

Q: How do law enforcement agencies respond to urban
gang alliances?

A: Law enforcement uses surveillance, intelligence gathering, community
partnerships, and targeted legal initiatives to disrupt gang alliances and
reduce their influence.

Q: Can urban gang alliances extend beyond city or
national borders?

A: Yes, some alliances have grown into cross-jurisdictional and international
networks, facilitating large-scale criminal operations and challenging local
law enforcement.

Q: What are the social impacts of urban gang
alliances on communities?

A: These alliances can increase fear, hinder economic development, strain
public resources, and perpetuate cycles of poverty and violence in affected
neighborhoods.

Q: Are there ways communities can address the
challenges posed by gang alliances?

A: Community resilience efforts, such as education, economic opportunities,
and social programs, can help reduce the appeal and necessity of gang
alliances, fostering safer urban environments.

Q: What trends might shape the future of urban gang
alliances?

A: Continued adaptation to law enforcement tactics, internationalization of
coalitions, and increased use of technology are likely to influence the
formation and operation of future urban gang alliances.
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urban gang alliances: The History of Street Gangs in the United States James C. Howell,
2015-06-09 This book is an historical account of the emergence of youth gangs and the

transformation of these into street gangs in the United States. The author traces the emergence of
these gangs in the four major geographical regions over the span of two centuries, from the early
1800s to 2012. The author’s authoritative analysis explains gang emergence and expansion from
play groups to heavily armed street gangs responsible for a large proportion of urban crimes,
including drive-by shootings that often kill innocent bystanders. Nationwide, street gangs now
account for 1 in 6 homicides each year, and for 1 in 4 in very large cities. In recent years, the
number of gangs, gang members, and gang homicides increased, even though the U.S. has seen a
sharp drop in violent and property crimes over the past decade. The author’s historical analysis
reveals the key contributing factors to transformation of youth gangs, including social
disorganization that occurred following large-scale immigration early in American history and urban
policies that pushed minorities to inner city areas and public housing projects. This analysis includes
the influence of prison gangs on street gangs. The first generation of prison gangs emerged
spontaneously in response to dangers inside prisons. The second generation was for many years
extensions of street gangs that grew enormously during the 1980s and 1990s, particularly in large
urban areas in which public housing projects have served as incubators for street gangs. The third
generation of prison gangs is extremely active in street-level criminal enterprises in varied forms,
often highly structured and well managed organizations that are actively involved in drug
trafficking. In recent years, returning inmates are a predominant influence on local gang violence.
Now, prison gangs and street gangs often work together in street-level criminal enterprises. This
book identifies the most promising ways that gang violence can be reduced. The best long-term
approach is a combination of gang prevention, intervention, and suppression strategies and
programs. Targeted suppression of gang violence is imperative. Street-workers that serve as
violence interrupters can break the cycle of contagious gang violence.

urban gang alliances: Gangs in America's Communities James C. Howell, 2012 This book
provides a comprehensive, up-to-date, and theoretically-grounded approach to gangs and youth
violence. It covers significant topics of interest to gang scholars and practitioners and, in doing so,
serves to prepare students to work with gang members, develop and manage anti-gang programs, or
engage in scholarly endeavors. The book introduces readers to the foundations of gang studies
through the origins of gangs, definitions and categories of youth/street gangs (and the distinctions
between these arguably different types), national and international trends, distinguishing features of
serious street gangs, what works with gangs and what doesn’t, and myths and realities. James
Howell’s extensive experience in this area allows access to the most authoritative national survey
data on gang trends, providing insight into topics such as female gangs, migration of gang members,
small-town gangs versus the major adult gangs in large cities, gang homicides and drug trafficking.

urban gang alliances: Hoover Crips Steven R. Cureton, 2008-01-28 Hoover Crips is the
product of field interviews with Crip gang members in South Central Los Angeles, California. Older
gang members offer a dramatic portrayal of their life experiences within a social world beset by
gangster politics. The book reveals the Hoover street gang is a community institution that
significantly impacts the lifestyle choices of Black male residents. The main feature of the book is its
insider's view of gangs. Unique information gathered by Professor Steven R. Cureton includes: -the
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origins and current state of the Hoover community, gang, and residents -insight into the subculture
of gang membership, reputation building, and hustling drugs, guns, and people for survival -the
balance between humanity, civility, peace, and war in gang life -and new discoveries relative to
Black residency in a gang-dominated environment. The study concludes with a where they are now
for the participants in the interviews. This book is recommended for courses in deviance, juvenile
delinquency, criminology, cultural deviance, urban communities/sociology of communities, race in
America, Black experiences, race relations, race and ethnic relations, qualitative research
methodology, and ethnographic research.

urban gang alliances: Progressive Black Masculinities? Athena D. Mutua, 2006-11-06 In
the struggle for pride and political agency, the imperative to 'be a man' has been central to the lives
of black males. Yet, what it means to be a black man-in terms of both racial and gender identity-has
been subject to continual debate in public and academic spheres alike. Progressive Black
Masculinities brings together leading black cultural critics including Michael Eric Dyson, Mark
Anthony Neal, and Patricia Hill Collins to examine an alternatively demonized and mythologized
black masculinity. Collectively, they offer a roadmap for new, progressive models of black
masculinity that may chart the course for the future of black men.

urban gang alliances: Gangs Scott Cummings, Daniel J. Monti, 1993-03-03 This book is an
examination of contemporary gangs in American cities. Gangs have proliferated over the past ten
years and pose a new set of challenges to public officials, law enforcement agencies, and urban
educators. Most major cities are now confronted with serious problems derived from gang violence,
drug traffic, and disruption of the public educational system. In the face of deindustrialization and
deepening recession, many minority youngsters view gangs as attractive alternatives to a futile
search for employment in a deteriorating urban economy. Perhaps most significant, gangs are now
beginning to emerge in small and medium-sized cities. Some of the nation's leading scientists and
scholars have been brought together in this book to examine the contemporary contours of
America's gang problem, including Daniel J. Monti, Joan Moore, Scott Cummings, Howard
Pinderhughes, Diego Vigil, Ray Hutchison, Felix Padilla, Jerome H. Skolnick, Pat Jackson, and Robert
A. Destro. New material dealing with wilding gangs, migration and drug trafficking, and public
educational disruption appear in this volume. Other topics covered include how gangs are organized,
what social function they serve, their relation to conventional society, and the social and
psychological factors that contribute to their rise. The relationship of the contemporary gang
problem to past research is explored, and a rich variety of case histories and comparative analysis is
presented. The book also includes a section on public policy.

urban gang alliances: Can't We All Just Get Along? , 2007

urban gang alliances: Street Gangs Dennise Orlando, 1997

urban gang alliances: Wallbangin' Susan A. Phillips, 1999-07-15 Wallbangin' offers an
unprecedented, in-depth look at the phenomenon of graffiti as it is embodied in the neighborhoods of
one of its epicenters, Los Angeles. 13 color plates. 104 halftones.

urban gang alliances: Third Generation Gangs and Transnational Cartels John P.
Sullivan, 2025-05-20 Third Generation Gangs and Transnational Cartels brings closure to the long
running Small Wars JournalEl Centro Anthology series edited by Dr. John P. Sullivan and Dr. Robert
J. Bunker under the auspices of the Small Wars Foundation. The curated work focuses on Latin
American gangs, cartels, and the cross-cutting issues related to them. Its forty-four chapters and
supporting front and back essays highlight the important contributions of some forty scholars and
practitioners in the fields of criminal insurgency, gang studies, and transnational organized crime.
The chapters span the mid-2018 through later-2024 period, with the inclusion of late 2024 and early
2025 essays specifically written to give context and provide analysis related to this work. The
anthology benefits from a Foreword provided by Dr. Rashmi Singh, an Afterword offered by Dr.
Alexandra Phelan, and a Postscript written by Dr. Mahmut Cengiz.

urban gang alliances: Black Masculinity in the Obama Era W. Hoston, 2014-08-07 Black
Masculinity in the Obama Era provides an in-depth examination of the current state of black males



and identifies the impact of living in the Obama era. In the era of the first black president, Barack H.
Obama, this book gauges the status of black masculinity and provokes discourse to discover whether
his election and presence has had an influential impact on black male achievement. A purposeful
sample of black males was asked, what does it mean to be a black male in the 21st century?
Throughout the interviews with black males, we learn that the 'Obama Effect' has not had the
intended impact on black male achievement and black males continue to be plagued by structural
and cultural forces that have historically burdened their plight and level of achievement.

urban gang alliances: Urban Health David Vlahov, Jo Ivey Boufford, Clarence E. Pearson,
Laurie Norris, 2010-11-23 In the twentieth century, the urban settings of the wealthy nations were
largely associated with opportunity, accumulation of wealth, and better health than their rural
counterparts. In the twenty-first century, demographic changes, globalization, and climate change
are having important health consequences on wealthy nations and especially on low- and
middle-income countries. The increasing concentration of poverty and significant inequalities
between urban neighborhoods and the physical and social environments in cities are important
determinants of population health. In this important new book, experts identify the priority problems
and outline solutions that can generate and sustain healthy urban environments. Foreword by
Michael H. Bloomberg Contributors include: Sue Atkinson, John G. Bartlett, Angela Beaton, Karl
Brown, Pamela Ligouri Bunker, Robert J. Bunker, Scott Burris, Waleska Teixeira Caiffa, Roel A.
Coutinho, Manuel Carballo, Ruth Colagiuri, Beatriz de Faria Leao, Amélia Augusta de Lima Friche,
Alex Ezeh, Geoff Green, Claudio Giulliano da Costa Octavio Gomez-Dantés, Ruth Finkelstein, Julio
Frenk, Nicholas Freudenberg, Fu Hua, Sandro Galea, Ticia Gerber, Carola Hein, Catherine Hull,
Tord Kjellstrom, Jacob Kumaresan, Catherine Ronald Labonté, Stephen Leeder, Godfrey Mbarauku,
Gordon McGranahan, Patricia Monge, Mark R. Montgomery, Martin Mulenga, Ana Luiza Nabuco,
Julie Netherland, Ndioro Ndiaye, Rougui Ndiaye-Coic, Kalala Ngalamulume, Danielle Ompad, Stipe
Oreskovic, Ariel Pablos-Méndez, Jonathan Parkinson, Fernando Augusto Proietti, Thomas C. Quinn,
Carlos E. Restrepo, Kevin J. Robinson, Jonathan M. Samet, David Satterthwaite, Richard H.
Schneider, Ted Schrecker, Elliott Sclar, Maria Steenland, Agis Tsouros, Arnoud P. Verhoeff, Nicole
Volavka-Close, Michael Ward, Vanessa Watson, Rae Zimmerman.

urban gang alliances: Special Needs Offenders Bulletin , 1997-08

urban gang alliances: Shadowrun Character Creation Barrett Williams, ChatGPT,
2025-01-10 Dive into the captivating world of shadowrunning with Shadowrun Character Creation,
an essential guide for crafting unforgettable characters that will dominate the night! Whether you're
a seasoned runner or new to this dark universe, this eBook opens the doorway to creating characters
that are not only compelling but also deeply ingrained in the intricate weave of the Shadowrun
realm. Begin your journey by Setting the Stage for Shadowrunners where you'll explore the very
essence of Shadowrun and what makes a character truly memorable. Delve into Archetypes and
Anarchy, discovering traditional roles and how to break free from them to forge unique archetypes
of your own. Your character’s backstory is their heartbeat, and with Breathing Life into Backstories,
you'll learn to craft motivations and goals that drive their every move. Master the socio-political
maze in Cultures and Corporations, and make sure your characters fit seamlessly into the world's
fabric. Unlock the potential of races beyond humanity and discover the rich tapestry of magic,
cyberware, and skills in chapters that explore every nuance of character creation. From
understanding shadowrunner mindsets to crafting cohesive team dynamics, each section is
meticulously designed to enhance your storytelling and role-playing experience. Evolve your
character with insights into growth and legacy, and merge personal stories with epic narratives for
gripping plotlines. Discover how to collaborate with gamemasters and adapt to player feedback,
enriching the overall campaign experience. Packed with resources and tips, Shadowrun Character
Creation promises to be your go-to guide for building dynamic characters that will captivate both
you and your fellow players. Embark on this adventure and transform your gaming sessions into epic
saga-creating escapades!

urban gang alliances: Street Practice Lori McNeil, 2016-04-01 Presenting recent studies of




non-profit organizations involved in poverty relief services in New York City in comparison with
programmes in existence across the US, Street Practice provides a front-line, ground-level
perspective on innovative research practices designed to solve community problems. It explores the
manner in which organizations bridge the gap between research and policy advocacy, with an
account of the ways in which research contributes to alleviating or solving a community problem, as
well as details on successes and failures of advocacy work, problems and limitations of their
research, funding constraints and political resistance. As such, this book not only offers compelling
examples of social change in action, but also serves to introduce models for research and policy
advocacy that can be applied similarly in other urban areas. Adopting a case-based learning
approach that enables readers to better understand the dynamic process of research and policy
advocacy, this innovative book will appeal to those with interests in poverty, homelessness, policy
advocacy, social work and social change.

urban gang alliances: Studies in Gangs and Cartels Robert ]J. Bunker, John P. Sullivan,
2017-07-05 Concerns over the changing nature of gangs and cartels and their relationships to states
in the late 20th and early 21st centuries has resulted in the emergence of a scholarly body of work
focused on their national security threat potentials. This body of work, utilizing the third generation
gangs and third phase cartel typologies, represents an alternative to traditional gang and organized
crime research and one that is increasingly influencing the US defense community. Rather than
being viewed only as misguided youth and opportunistic criminals or, in their mature forms, as
criminal organizations with no broader social or political agendas, more evolved gangs and cartels,
are instead seen as developing political, mercenary, and state-challenging capacities. This
evolutionary process has emerged due to the growing illicit economy and other unintended
consequences of globalization.This important anthology of writings by Robert J. Bunker and John P.
Sullivan draws upon a collection of their works from the mid-1990s to the present with the addition
of new essays written specifically for this publication. The work will be of great interest to
academics and students in the fields of political science and criminal justice and to military, law
enforcement, and governmental professionals and policy makers.This book is a collection of new and
previously published works from a variety of publications, a full list of which is on the Citation
Information page.

urban gang alliances: The Colombia Reader Ann Farnsworth-Alvear, Marco Palacios, Ana
Maria Gomez Lopez, 2016-12-08 Containing over one hundred selections—most of them published in
English for the first time—The Colombia Reader presents a rich and multilayered account of this
complex nation from the colonial era to the present. The collection includes journalistic reports,
songs, artwork, poetry, oral histories, government documents, and scholarship to illustrate the
changing ways Colombians from all walks of life have made and understood their own history.
Comprehensive in scope, it covers regional differences; religion, art, and culture; the urban/rural
divide; patterns of racial, economic, and gender inequalities; the history of violence; and the
transnational flows that have shaped the nation. The Colombia Reader expands readers' knowledge
of Colombia beyond its reputation for violence, contrasting experiences of conflict with the stability
and significance of cultural, intellectual, and economic life in this plural nation.

urban gang alliances: The ~AYouth Gang Problem Irving A. Spergel, 1995-06-01 Every day
there are new stories of gang-related crime: from the proliferation of illegal weapons in the streets
and children dealing drugs in their schools, to innocent bystanders caught in the crossfire of
never-ending gang wars. Once considered an urban phenomenon, gang violence is permeating
American life, spreading to the suburbs and bringing the problem closer to home for much of
America. The government, schools, social agencies, and the justice system are conspicuous by their
sporadic interest in the subject and have failed to develop effective policies and programs. Existing
social support mechanisms and strategies for suppressing violence have often been unsuccessful.
And, state and federal policy is largely nonexistent. In The Youth Gang Problem: A Community
Approach, Irving Spergel provides a systematic analysis of youth gangs in the United States. Based
on research, historical and comparative analysis, and agency documents and the author's extensive



first-hand experience, the work explores the gang problem from the perspective of community
disorganization, especially population movement, and the plight of the underclass. It examines the
factors of gang member personality, gang dynamics, criminal organization, and the influence of
family, school, prisons, and politics, as well as the response of criminal justice agencies and
community groups. Spergel describes techniques used by social agencies, schools, employment
programs, criminal justice agencies, and grass-roots organizations for dealing with gangs, and
recommends strategies that emphasize the use of local resources, planning, and collaborative
procedures. There is no single strategy and no easy solution to the youth gang problem in the United
States. There are, however, substantial steps we can take, and they must be honestly and
systematically tested. Offering a practical and alternative approach to a serious social problem, The
Youth Gang Problem: A Community Approach is a major and long-awaited contribution to this
dilemma. It is required reading for criminal justice personnel, school staff, social workers, policy
makers, students and scholars of urban and organizational sociology, and the general reader
concerned with the youth gang problem and how to control, intervene, and prevent it.

urban gang alliances: In Dark Alleys the Role Playing Game ,

urban gang alliances: Drugs in Society Michael D. Lyman, 2013-11-28 This work focuses on
the many critical areas of America’s drug problem, providing a foundation for rational decision
making within this complex and multidisciplinary field. Broken up into three sections, Understanding
the Problem, Gangs and Drugs, and Fighting Back, topics covered include the business of drugs and
the role of organized crime in the drug trade, drug legalization and decriminalization, legal and law
enforcement strategies, an analysis of the socialization process of drug use and abuse, and a
historical discussion of drug abuse that puts the contemporary drug problem into perspective.

urban gang alliances: The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism Zackery M. Heern, 2015-06-04
This book takes a fresh look at the foundations of modern Islam. Scholars often locate the origins of
the modern Islamic world in European colonialism or Islamic reactions to European modernity.
However, this study focuses on the rise of Islamic movements indigenous to the Middle East, which
developed in direct response to the collapse and decentralization of the Islamic gunpowder empires.
In other words, the book argues that the Usuli movement as well as Wahhabism and neo-Sufism
emerged in reaction to the disintegration and political decentralization of the Safavid, Ottoman, and
Mughal empires. The book specifically highlights the emergence of Usuli Shi‘ism in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. The long-term impact of the Usuli revival was that Shi‘i clerics gained
unprecedented social, political, and economic power in Iran and southern Iraq. Usuli clerics claimed
authority to issue binding legal judgments, which, they argue, must be observed by all Shi‘is. By the
early nineteenth century, Usulism emerged as a popular, fiercely independent, transnational Islamic
movement. The Usuli clerics have often operated at the heart of social and political developments in
modern Iraq and Iran and today dominate the politics of the region.
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