
unsuccessful tv series usa
unsuccessful tv series usa have often captivated audiences and critics alike, not for their
triumphs, but for the unique lessons they offer about the competitive and unpredictable world of
American television. While some shows become household names, others fail to make a mark,
quickly fading from memory. This article explores the reasons behind failed TV series in the USA,
showcases some of the most notable examples, and analyzes the common pitfalls that lead to early
cancellations. Readers will also discover how network decisions, audience preferences, and
changing trends shape the destiny of these productions. Whether you are a TV enthusiast, industry
professional, or curious viewer, this comprehensive guide delves into what makes a series
unsuccessful, provides key insights, and examines the impact of these short-lived shows on American
pop culture.
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Understanding Unsuccessful TV Series in the USA

The American television industry is renowned for its high production values, creative storytelling,
and diverse programming. However, not every series achieves critical acclaim or commercial
success. Unsuccessful TV series in the USA are defined by their inability to attract a sustainable
viewership, generate positive reviews, or meet the expectations of networks and advertisers. These
shows are often subject to early cancellation, limited episode runs, or negative audience feedback.

A series can be deemed unsuccessful for various reasons, ranging from poor ratings to lackluster
reception. While some are short-lived due to creative missteps, others fail because they launch at the
wrong time or do not resonate with their target demographic. Despite their lack of success, these TV
series provide valuable insights into the complexities of producing and marketing entertainment in a
highly competitive environment.

Common Reasons Behind TV Show Failures

The USA television landscape is crowded, with hundreds of new shows vying for attention each year.



Not all of them manage to survive, and understanding why can offer valuable perspective for both
viewers and creators. Several factors consistently contribute to the failure of TV series in the United
States.

Poor Ratings and Viewership

Low ratings are the most common reason for the cancellation of TV shows. Networks closely monitor
audience numbers, and when a series fails to attract sufficient viewers, advertisers pull back,
making the show financially unviable. Even critically acclaimed shows can be axed if they do not
generate adequate ratings.

Weak Storylines and Character Development

A compelling story and well-developed characters are essential for engaging audiences.
Unsuccessful TV series often feature clichéd plots, inconsistent pacing, or unrelatable characters,
leading to viewer disengagement and negative reviews.

Poor Marketing and Promotion

A well-made show can still fail if it is not effectively promoted. Insufficient marketing efforts mean
potential viewers may never learn about the series, resulting in low initial viewership and a lack of
buzz.

Competition and Scheduling Conflicts

Launching a new series in a crowded time slot or against popular shows can doom it from the start.
Scheduling conflicts and unfavorable time slots often reduce a show's visibility and accessibility to
its target audience.

Creative Differences and Production Issues

Behind-the-scenes conflicts, changes in creative direction, or production setbacks can disrupt a
series’ trajectory. When creative vision is compromised or production becomes inconsistent, it often
leads to a loss of audience interest.

Poor ratings and viewership

Weak storylines and characters



Insufficient marketing

Unfavorable time slots

Creative and production problems

Notable Examples of Unsuccessful TV Series USA

Throughout American television history, several high-profile series have failed to capture the
audience’s attention or meet expectations. These examples highlight the diverse reasons for failure
and illustrate the challenges of creating a successful TV show in the USA.

“The Playboy Club” (NBC, 2011)

Touted as a bold, glamorous drama set in the 1960s, “The Playboy Club” was canceled after only
three episodes due to poor ratings and controversy surrounding its subject matter. Despite heavy
promotion, the series was unable to engage viewers or overcome criticism from advocacy groups.

“Emily’s Reasons Why Not” (ABC, 2006)

This romantic comedy starring Heather Graham was canceled after just one episode. Critics cited
weak writing and an unoriginal premise as major flaws. The swift cancellation highlighted the
network’s lack of confidence in the show's potential.

“Lone Star” (FOX, 2010)

Despite a strong critical reception and a promising pilot, “Lone Star” was pulled after only two
episodes due to extremely low viewership. Its complex narrative and morally ambiguous characters
failed to connect with mainstream audiences.

“Cop Rock” (ABC, 1990)

Known for its unusual blend of police procedural and musical, “Cop Rock” is frequently cited as one
of the most bizarre TV flops in American history. The show struggled to find its audience and was
canceled after 11 episodes.



“Manimal” (NBC, 1983)

“Manimal” featured a protagonist who could transform into animals to fight crime. Despite its
unique premise, the series suffered from poor special effects and lackluster scripts, leading to its
cancellation after eight episodes.

Cultural and Industry Impact of Failed Shows

Unsuccessful TV series in the USA leave a lasting imprint on the television industry and pop culture.
While these shows may not achieve their intended success, they often become cult classics or
cautionary tales for creators and networks. The analysis of failed series can reveal shifts in audience
preferences, changes in societal norms, and the evolution of television storytelling.

Moreover, unsuccessful TV series sometimes contribute to broader conversations about
representation, creativity, and risk-taking in American media. Networks may become more cautious
about greenlighting unconventional concepts, or conversely, learn to better nurture innovative ideas.
These shows can also inspire future projects that refine the concepts or avoid previous missteps.

Lessons Learned from Unsuccessful TV Series

The examination of unsuccessful TV series USA provides valuable lessons for producers, writers, and
networks. Understanding why certain shows fail helps industry professionals develop strategies to
avoid similar mistakes and enhance the quality of future productions.

Importance of Audience Research

Thorough audience research is crucial to ensure that a show’s concept aligns with viewer interests
and expectations. Series that ignore audience feedback or fail to identify their target demographic
are at higher risk of failure.

Strategic Marketing and Promotion

Effective marketing campaigns are essential for building awareness and anticipation. Shows with
limited promotion struggle to gain traction, regardless of their quality.

Adaptability and Creative Vision

Successful TV series often adapt to changing trends and feedback. Maintaining a clear creative
vision while remaining flexible can help shows overcome initial challenges and build a loyal



audience.

Conclusion

Unsuccessful TV series USA are an integral part of the country’s entertainment landscape. Although
they do not reach the heights of their more successful counterparts, these failed shows offer
important insights into the dynamics of American television. By examining the reasons behind their
lack of success, industry professionals and viewers alike can better understand the complexities of
creating compelling and sustainable TV content. The lessons learned from these series continue to
influence the evolving world of television in the United States.

Q: What defines an unsuccessful TV series in the USA?
A: An unsuccessful TV series in the USA is typically defined by low ratings, poor audience reception,
critical disapproval, or early cancellation by the network. These shows fail to meet viewership
expectations or generate sufficient revenue.

Q: Why are some TV series canceled after only one or two
episodes?
A: Some TV series are canceled very early due to extremely low viewership, negative critical
response, or a lack of advertiser interest. Networks may decide it is more cost-effective to stop
production rather than invest further in a show unlikely to succeed.

Q: Are there any examples of TV series that became cult
classics despite initial failure?
A: Yes, some series that were considered unsuccessful upon release later developed a cult following,
such as “Freaks and Geeks” and “Firefly.” While not initially successful, these shows gained
popularity through reruns and streaming platforms.

Q: How do networks decide which TV series to cancel?
A: Networks consider ratings, viewership demographics, production costs, critical reception, and
potential for future growth. Shows that fail to meet key performance indicators are often at risk of
cancellation.

Q: Can a successful marketing campaign save a struggling TV
series?
A: While strong marketing can boost viewership and awareness, it cannot always compensate for
weak storylines or unappealing characters. However, effective promotion does increase the chances



of a show finding its audience.

Q: Do unsuccessful TV series always result in financial losses?
A: Not always. Some shows recoup costs through international sales, streaming rights, or
merchandise. However, most unsuccessful series do not generate significant profits for the network.

Q: What impact do failed TV series have on the careers of
actors and creators?
A: Failed TV series can temporarily affect the reputation of actors and creators, but many go on to
successful projects. The industry often values experience and resilience.

Q: Are there common genres that tend to be more
unsuccessful in the USA?
A: Certain genres, like high-concept science fiction or musical dramas, have historically struggled to
find large audiences, but any genre can experience failure if not executed well.

Q: How do unsuccessful TV series influence future
programming decisions?
A: Unsuccessful series prompt networks to reassess programming strategies, audience preferences,
and investment in new concepts, often leading to more cautious or targeted show development.

Q: What lessons can new show creators learn from
unsuccessful TV series USA?
A: New creators should prioritize strong storytelling, audience research, effective marketing, and
adaptability. Learning from past failures can increase the chances of future success.
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screenplay itself, rather than the final product, is at the heart of the current success of the genre.
Bridging a crucial gap between theory and practice through textual analyses of various case studies,
Ianniello expands on television story structure theory and screenwriting practice by foregrounding
story construction and character development in the serial drama. The development of these key
frameworks – structure and character – will enable both screenwriting scholars and practitioners to
better identify, assess, critique, and craft the complexities of the television drama screenplay.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Transnational Television Drama Elke Weissmann, 2012-08-30 This
history of British and American television drama since 1970 charts the increased
transnationalisation of the two production systems. From The Forsyte Saga to Roots to Episodes , it
highlights the close relationship that drives innovation and quality on both sides of the Atlantic.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Reality TV Annette Hill, 2005 Annette Hill discusses a wide range
of reality television shows, drawing on research among reality TV viewers to consider how different
audience groups think about factual television, and whether they consider such programmes to be
providing entertainment or information.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Popular Fads and Crazes through American History Nancy
Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an understanding of
the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the present. Entries
cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and language. Why could hula
hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the 1950s? What murdered
Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in 1914? This book
answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most captivating trends that
have defined American popular culture since before the country began. Entries are well-researched
and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful historical overview of the
decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in common with the past. It also
contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography, plus suggestions for further
reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will enjoy discovering trends
through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: The Encyclopedia of American Animated Television Shows David
Perlmutter, 2018-05-04 Once consigned almost exclusively to Saturday morning fare for young
viewers, television animation has evolved over the last several decades as a programming form to be
reckoned with. While many animated shows continue to entertain tots, the form also reaches a much
wider audience, engaging viewers of all ages. Whether aimed at toddlers, teens, or adults, animated
shows reflect an evolving expression of sophisticated wit, adult humor, and a variety of artistic
techniques and styles. The Encyclopedia of American Animated Television Series encompasses
animated programs broadcast in the United States and Canada since 1948. From early cartoon
series like Crusader Rabbit, Rocky and His Friends, and The Flintstones to 21st century stalwarts
like The Simpsons, South Park, and Spongebob Squarepants, the wide range of shows can be found
in this volume. Series from many networks—such as Comedy Central, the Disney Channel,
Nickleodeon, and Cartoon Network— are included, representing both the diversity of programming
and the broad spectrum of viewership. Each entry includes a list of cast and characters, credit
information, a brief synopsis of the series, and a critical analysis. Additional details include network
information and broadcast history. The volume also features one hundred images and an
introduction containing an historical overview of animated programming since the inception of
television. Highlighting an extensive array of shows from Animaniacs and Archer to The X-Men and
Yogi Bear, The Encyclopedia of American Animated Television Series is an essential resource for
anyone interested in the history and evolution of this constantly expanding art form.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Social TV Mike Proulx, Stacey Shepatin, 2012-01-26 The Internet
didn’t kill TV! It has become its best friend. Americans are watching more television than ever
before, and we’re engaging online at the same time we’re tuning in. Social media has created a new
and powerful “backchannel”, fueling the renaissance of live broadcasts. Mobile and tablet devices
allow us to watch and experience television whenever and wherever we want. And “connected TVs”



blend web and television content into a unified big screen experience bringing us back into our
living rooms. Social TV examines the changing (and complex) television landscape and helps brands
navigate its many emerging and exciting marketing and advertising opportunities. Social TV topics
include: Leveraging the “second screen” to drive synched and deeper brand engagement Using
social ratings analytics tools to find and target lean-forward audiences Aligning brand messaging to
content as it travels time-shifted across devices Determining the best strategy to approach
marketing via connected TVs Employing addressable TV advertising to maximize content relevancy
Testing and learning from the most cutting-edge emerging TV innovations The rise of one technology
doesn’t always mean the end of another. Discover how this convergence has created new marketing
opportunities for your brand.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Great Adaptations: Screenwriting and Global Storytelling Alexis
Krasilovsky, 2017-10-02 Great Adaptations: Screenwriting and Global Storytelling is the Second
Place Winner in the 2019 International Writers Awards! A vast majority of Academy Award-winning
Best Pictures, television movies of the week, and mini-series are adaptations, watched by millions of
people globally. Great Adaptations: Screenwriting and Global Storytelling examines the technical
methods of adapting novels, short stories, plays, life stories, magazine articles, blogs, comic books,
graphic novels and videogames from one medium to another, focusing on the screenplay. Written in
a clear and succinct style, perfect for intermediate and advanced screenwriting students, Great
Adaptations explores topics essential to fully appreciating the creative, historical and sociological
aspects of the adaptation process. It also provides up-to-date, practical advice on the legalities of
acquiring rights and optioning and selling adaptations, and is inclusive of a diverse variety of
perspectives that will inspire and challenge students and screenwriters alike. Please follow the link
below to a short excerpt from an interview with Carole Dean about Great Adaptations:
https://fromtheheartproductions.com/getting-creative-when-creating-great-adaptations/
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Musical Theatre
Actors Wikipedia contributors,
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Cinematic Ethics Robert Sinnerbrink, 2015-10-23 How do movies
evoke and express ethical ideas? What role does our emotional involvement play in this process?
What makes the aesthetic power of cinema ethically significant? Cinematic Ethics: Exploring Ethical
Experience through Film addresses these questions by examining the idea of cinema as a medium of
ethical experience with the power to provoke emotional understanding and philosophical thinking. In
a clear and engaging style, Robert Sinnerbrink examines the key philosophical approaches to ethics
in contemporary film theory and philosophy using detailed case studies of cinematic ethics across
different genres, styles, and filmic traditions. Written in a lucid and lively style that will engage both
specialist and non-specialist readers, this book is ideal for use in the academic study of philosophy
and film. Key features include annotated suggestions for further reading at the end of each chapter
and a filmography of movies useful for teaching and researching cinematic ethics.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Race in American Television David J. Leonard, Stephanie
Troutman Robbins, 2021-01-26 This two-volume encyclopedia explores representations of people of
color in American television. It includes overview essays on early, classic, and contemporary
television and the challenges for, developments related to, and participation of minorities on and
behind the screen. Covering five decades, this encyclopedia highlights how race has shaped
television and how television has shaped society. Offering critical analysis of moments and themes
throughout television history, Race in American Television shines a spotlight on key artists of color,
prominent shows, and the debates that have defined television since the civil rights movement. This
book also examines the ways in which television has been a site for both reproduction of stereotypes
and resistance to them, providing a basis for discussion about racial issues in the United States. This
set provides a significant resource for students and fans of television alike, not only educating but
also empowering readers with the necessary tools to consume and watch the small screen and
explore its impact on the evolution of racial and ethnic stereotypes in U.S. culture and beyond.
Understanding the history of American television contributes to deeper knowledge and potentially



helps us to better apprehend the plethora of diverse shows and programs on Netflix, Hulu, YouTube,
and other platforms today.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: TV’s American Dream Barbara Selznick, 2025-01-23 TV's American
Dream examines how the U.S. television industry in the 2010s pursued audiences whose ideas about
hope, fairness, work, and economic class were shaped by the Great Recession. While Americans
navigated the trauma of the economic meltdown, the television industry faced growing pressure
stemming from new program distribution and viewing methods, increasingly fragmented audiences,
shifts in methods of advertising, and regulatory changes. To cut through the clutter of television
content to appeal to elusive viewers, television programming reimagined some of the traditional
representations of the American Dream and continued to bolster others. Exploring shows on
different platforms from legacy networks to Netflix, Selznick takes a deep dive into representations
of the American Dream on television. Each chapter of this book focuses on a particular strategy
mobilized in the second decade of the new century to speak to audiences about their expectations
for and concerns about the Dream. Bringing together research on industrial practices with an
examination of sociocultural context, TV's American Dream demonstrates how interconnected forces
give rise to the television programs that reinforce and redefine audiences' ideas about the world in
which they live.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Reality Television Richard M. Huff, 2006-06-30 Reality
programming—a broad title for unscripted shows that involve non-actors—is really an updated
version of a classic television genre that had its first successes decades before The Real World or
Survivor made their premieres. NBC launched Try and Do It, a show in which audience members
attempted to complete tasks such as whistling with a mouthful of crackers, in 1949. In the 1950s
Queen for a Day crowned the most down-trodden of its four contestants, draping her in a
sable-trimmed robe and granting a previously declared wish. The wild success reality television has
achieved of late has pushed the envelope of such programming ever further away from the genre's
innocuous beginnings. The time is now ripe for a look back on how this genre has developed, what it
reveals about us, and what has transformed it into one of the most powerful forms of entertainment
on television today. Reality programming—a broad title for unscripted shows that involve
non-actors—is really an updated version of a classic television genre that had its first successes
decades before The Real World or Survivor made their premieres. NBC launched Try and Do It, a
show in which audience members attempted to complete tasks such as whistling with a mouthful of
crackers, in 1949. In the 1950s Queen for a Day crowned the most down-trodden of its four
contestants at the end of each show, draping her in a sable-trimmed robe and granting a previously
declared wish. The wild success reality television has achieved of late has pushed the envelope of
such programming ever further away—from the genre's innocuous beginnings. The time is now ripe
for a look back on how this genre has developed, what it reveals about us, and what has transformed
it into one of the most powerful forms of entertainment on television today. Using interviews with
network insiders, reality producers, and other experts, Richard Huff supplies fascinating insights
into the diverse content and often erratic development of reality television programming,
augmenting this information with illuminating general connections between the past and present
forms these shows assume. From Queen for a Day through Extreme Makeover, from Cops to Fear
Factor, the genre is placed before us in this exhaustive and many-sided account, an account that
uncovers the foundations and the future potential of the compelling and dominating phenomenon
that is reality television.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Writing for Stage and Screen Sherry Kramer, 2023-06-15 Reading
and digesting the lessons in this book can be of greater value to an aspiring dramatist than years in
an MFA program. Whether you are writing for the stage, screen or audio, this book is an invaluable
teacher and guide to have by your side throughout the development and revision process. Frances
Ya-Chu Cowhig This book does what no other playwriting book in my experience has done, it offers a
new way of seeing and conceiving how theatre makes meaning and carries emotional impact in
performance. Suzan Zeder, Professor Emerita and former Head Of Playwriting at University of Texas



at Austin, USA Combining a step-by-step analysis of the technique of writing for stage and screen
with how the mystery, poetry, and emotional momentum is achieved for the audience, Sherry
Kramer offers an empowering, original guide for emerging and established writers. In this
structured look at the way audience members progress through a work in real time, Sherry Kramer
uses plain-spoken vocabulary to help you discover how to make work that will mean more to your
audiences. By using examples drawn from plays, film, and streaming series, ranging from A
Streetcar Named Desire to Fleabag to Pirates of the Caribbean, this study makes its concepts
accessible to a wide range of artists who work in timebound art. The book also features multiple
exercises, developed with MFA writers in The Iowa Playwrights Workshop and The Michener Center
for Writers, where Kramer taught for the past 25 years, which provide entrance points to help you
consider and create your work.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Britannica Book of the Year , 1991
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Watching TV Harry Castleman, Walter J. Podrazik, 2024-12-16
Castleman and Podrazik present a season-by-season narrative that encompasses the eras of
American television from the beginning in broadcast, through cable, and now streaming. They deftly
navigate the dizzying array of contemporary choices so that no matter where you start on the media
timeline, Watching TV provides the context and background to this multi-billion-dollar enterprise.
Drawing on decades of research, the authors weave together personalities, popular shows, corporate
strategies, historical events, and changing technologies, enhancing the main commentary with
additional elements that include fall prime time schedule grids for every season, date box timelines,
highlighted key text, and selected photos. Full of facts, firsts, insights, and exploits from now back to
the earliest days, Watching TV is the standard chronology of American television, and reading it is
akin to channel surfing through history. The fourth edition updates the story into the 2020s and
looks ahead to the next waves of change. This new edition is the first to also be available in a digital
format.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: The Divine and Human Comedy of Andrew M. Greeley Allienne R.
Becker, 2000-08-30 The volume approaches Greeleys novels by comparing him to the 19th-century
French writer Honoré de Balzac. A prolific and popular author, Balzac recorded his milieu in
tremendous detail, created a fictional universe peopled by hundreds of characters, and explored the
role of Catholicism in his world. Because of his training as a sociologist, Greeley brings to his novels
a thorough knowledge of popular culture and social theory. And because of his experience as a
Roman Catholic priest, he has gained special knowledge of vice, virtue, and the workings of the
Church. Like Balzac—now a major canonical author—Greeley has created a world of numerous
fictional persons, mapped the details of his culture, and explored the place of Catholicism in
contemporary life.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: The Final Frontier Joel R. Campbell, Gigi Gokcek, 2019-03-08
The proposed book uses the Star Trek television/movie and Star Wars movie series to explain key
international relations (IR) concepts and theories. It begins with an overview of the importance of
science fiction in literature and film/television. It then presents the development of the Star Trek and
Star Wars franchises, and discusses how their progression through time has illustrated key IR
theories and concepts. As a bonus, it compares the two franchises to another recent science fiction
franchise used to teach IR (Battlestar Galactica).
  unsuccessful tv series usa: 100 Greatest American Plays Thomas S. Hischak, 2017-03-06
Theatre in America has had a rich history—from the first performance of the Lewis Hallam Troupe in
September 1752 to the lively shows of modern Broadway. Over the past few centuries, significant
works by American playwrights have been produced, including Abie’s Irish Rose, Long Day’s Journey
into Night, A Streetcar Named Desire, Death of a Salesman, A Raisin in the Sun, Fences, and Angels
in America. In 100 Greatest American Plays, Thomas S. Hischak provides an engaging discussion of
the best stage productions to come out of the United States. Each play is discussed in the context of
its original presentation as well as its legacy. Arranged alphabetically, the entries for these plays
include: plot detailsproduction historybiography of the playwrightliterary aspects of the



dramacritical reaction to the playmajor awardsthe play’s influencecast lists of notable stage and film
versions The plays have been selected not for their popularity but for their importance to American
theatre and include works by Edward Albee, Harvey Fierstein, Lorraine Hansberry, Lillian Hellman,
Tony Kushner, David Mamet, Arthur Miller, Eugene O’Neill, Sam Shepard, Neil Simon, Gore Vidal,
Wendy Wasserstein, Thornton Wilder, Tennessee Williams, and August Wilson. This informative
volume also includes complete lists of Pulitzer Prize winners for Drama, the New York Drama Critics
Circle Award for American Plays, and the Tony Award for Best Play. Providing critical information
about the most important works produced since the eighteenth century, 100 Greatest American
Plays will appeal to anyone interested in the cultural history of theatre.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: American Icons Dennis R. Hall, Susan Grove Hall, 2006-06-30
What do Madonna, Ray Charles, Mount Rushmore, suburbia, the banjo, and the Ford Mustang have
in common? Whether we adore, ignore, or deplore them, they all influence our culture, and color the
way America is perceived by the world. In this A-to-Z collection of essays scholars explore more than
one hundred people, places, and phenomena as they seek to discover what it means to be labeled
icon. From the Alamo to Muhammad Ali, from John Wayne to the zipper, the American icons covered
in this unique three-volume set include subjects from culture, law, art, food, religion, and science. By
providing numerous ways for the reader to engage in the process of interpreting these images and
artifacts, the work serves as a unique resource for students of American history and culture.
Features 100 illustrations. What do Madonna, Ray Charles, Mount Rushmore, suburbia, the banjo,
and the Ford Mustang have in common? Whether we adore, ignore, or deplore them, they all
influence our culture, and color the way America is perceived by the world. This A-to-Z collection of
essays explores more than one hundred people, places, and phenomena that have taken on iconic
status in American culture. The scholars and writers whose thoughts are gathered in this unique
three-volume set examine these icons through a diverse array of perspectives and fields of expertise.
Ranging from the Alamo to Muhammad Ali, from John Wayne to the zipper, this selection of
American icons represents essential elements of our culture, including law, art, food, religion, and
science. Featuring more than 100 illustrations, this work will serve as a unique resource for students
of American history and culture. The interdisciplinary scholars in this work examine what it means
when something is labeled as an icon. What common features do the people, places, and things we
deem to be iconic share? To begin with, an icon generates strong responses in people, it often stands
for a group of values (John Wayne), it reflects forces of its time, it can be reshaped or extended by
imitation, and it often breaks down barriers between various segments of American culture, such as
those that exist between white and black America, or between high and low art. The essays
contained in this set examine all these aspects of American icons from a variety of perspectives and
through a lively range of rhetoric styles.
  unsuccessful tv series usa: Screening Images of American Masculinity in the Age of
Postfeminism Elizabeth Abele, , John A. Gronbeck-Tedesco, 2015-12-03 This collection of essays
presents a sampling of film and television texts, interrogating images of U.S. masculinity. Rather
than using “postfeminist” as a definition of contemporary feminism, this collection uses the term to
designate the period from the late 1980s on—as a point when feminist thought gradually became
more mainstream. The movies and TV series examined here have achieved a level of sustained
attention, from critical acclaim, to mass appeal, to cult status. Instead of beginning with a set
hypothesis on the effect of the feminist movement on images of masculinity on film and television,
these chapters represent a range of responses, that demonstrate how the conversations within these
texts about American masculinity are often open-ended, allowing both male characters and male
viewers a wider range of options. Defining the relationship between U.S. masculinity and American
feminist movements of the twentieth century is a complex undertaking. The essays collected for this
volume engage prominent film and television texts that directly interrogate images of U.S.
masculinity that have appeared since second-wave feminism. The contributors have chosen textual
examples whose protagonists actively struggle with the conflicting messages about masculinity.
These protagonists are more often works-in-progress, acknowledging the limits of their negotiations



and self-actualization. These chapters also cover a wide range of genres and decades: from action
and fantasy to dramas and romantic comedy, from the late 1970s to today. Taken together, the
chapters of Screening Images of American Masculinity in the AgeofPostfeminism interrogate “the
possible” screened in popular movies and television series, confronting the multiple and competing
visions of masculinity not after or beyond feminism but, rather, in its very wake.
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