
war on terror
war on terror has become one of the defining global issues of the 21st century, fundamentally
reshaping international relations, security policies, and the daily lives of people worldwide. Originating
in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks, the war on terror represents a complex and
multifaceted campaign targeting terrorism and the groups responsible for acts of violence against
civilians. This article explores the origins, major events, global impact, strategies, controversies, and
evolving nature of the war on terror. Readers will gain insight into the political, social, and economic
consequences of this ongoing conflict, as well as the challenges faced by governments and societies
in combatting terrorism while upholding human rights and international law. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview, ensuring a deep understanding of the war on terror’s significance
in modern history.
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Origins and Definition of the War on Terror

The term "war on terror" was popularized following the devastating terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001, when coordinated strikes by the extremist group al-Qaeda resulted in significant loss of life and
damage in the United States. In response, the U.S. government, led by President George W. Bush,
declared a global war on terror, aiming to eliminate terrorism and prevent future attacks. The war on
terror is characterized by military, intelligence, and diplomatic actions against terrorist organizations
and the states that support them. It involves a coordinated international effort, with many nations
joining alliances to combat terrorism globally. This campaign is not limited to military operations; it
extends to legal, financial, and ideological battlefronts. By definition, the war on terror seeks to
dismantle terrorist networks, prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and secure
national borders against unconventional threats.

Key Events and Milestones in the War on Terror



The September 11 Attacks

The September 11, 2001 attacks marked a pivotal turning point, resulting in the deaths of nearly
3,000 people and prompting the United States and its allies to launch comprehensive
counterterrorism measures. The attacks targeted the World Trade Center in New York City, the
Pentagon near Washington
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  war on terror: Der Krieg gegen den Terrorismus: Pakistans Rolle im "war on terror" und die
bilateralen Beziehungen zu den USA Asim Zaheer, 2015-02-01 Das unilaterale Vorgehen der USA bei
der Tötung Osama Bin Landens in Pakistan im Mai 2011 und der NATO-ISAF Angriff auf
pakistanische Militärposten an der Grenze zu Afghanistan im November des Jahres verdeutlichen die
Divergenz in den pakistanisch-amerikanischen Beziehungen. Als Reaktion darauf blockierte Pakistan
die Nachschubrouten für westliche Truppen in Afghanistan und dutzende amerikanische Berater
wurden des Landes verwiesen. Die bilateralen Beziehungen scheinen historisch betrachtet ihren
vorläufigen Tiefpunkt in der Allianz im ‚war on terror’ erreicht zu haben. Dabei sind die Beziehungen
Pakistans zu den USA und der westlichen Welt von zentraler Bedeutung für die internationale Politik
im 21. Jahrhundert. Die bilateralen Beziehungen sind seit jeher durch Misstrauen und ‚double game’
von beiden Seiten geprägt. Während die USA nach Partnern in einer strategisch günstigen Region
suchten, war Pakistan hauptsächlich an einem Machtgleichgewicht gegenüber Indien interessiert.
Vom Anfang der 1990er bis zu den Terroranschlägen vom 11. September 2001 wurde Pakistan
aufgrund des Atomprogramms und Demokratiedefizit in der amerikanischen Außenpolitik als ein
‚Pariastaat’ angesehen. Die Ausrufung des ‚war on terror’ durch George W. Bush brachte beide
Staaten wieder näher, um eine Allianz im Krieg gegen den Terrorismus zu bilden. Die Allianz, wie
hier ausgearbeitet. war keine freiwillige Selbstverpflichtung Pakistans, sondern wurde als die
einzige Option empfunden, um die Sicherheitsinteressen Pakistans zu wahren. Im Krieg gegen den
Terrorismus wurden US-Leistungen in Milliardenhöhe an Pakistan transferiert, die meisten davon
waren für das pakistanische Militär bestimmt. Der Schwerpunkt im Krieg gegen den Terrorismus
verschob sich aus verschiedenen Gründen von Afghanistan nach Pakistan. Für die Perspektiven
pakistanisch-amerikanischer Beziehungen erwartet der Autor eine Normalisierung der Beziehungen
in den nächsten Jahren. Der Abzug der NATO-ISAF aus Afghanistan in 2014 und die Beziehungen
Pakistans zu anderen Staaten machen eine Reaktivierung der pakistanisch-amerikanischen
Beziehungen dringend Notwendig. Die amerikanische Vorherrschaft in Asien wird zwar noch einige
Jahre aufrechtzuerhalten sein, jedoch mit enormen Kosten für die USA. Für die ‚post-USA’-Ära in
Afghanistan hat Pakistan bisher keine neue Strategie verkündet. Es kann davon ausgegangen
werden, dass Pakistan wie in den 1990er Afghanistan als seine Einflusszone ansieht und versuchen
wird dem [...]
  war on terror: The War on Terror Encyclopedia Jan Goldman Ph.D., 2014-10-07 This
fascinating reference chronicles the individuals, operations, and events of the War on Terror around
the world, exploring its causes and consequences through the lens of policy, doctrine, and tactics of

https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-16/files?ID=WRb95-1999&title=war-on-terror
https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-02/Book?docid=vXv44-8114&title=biology-multiple-choice-questions
https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-02/Book?docid=vXv44-8114&title=biology-multiple-choice-questions


combat. The War on Terror is more than a political movement to identify and prosecute terrorists ...
it has become a cornerstone of economic and military importance. This campaign has shaped policy
in the Middle East, prompted uprisings of Islamic fundamentalists against the West, and redefined
the ideology of warfare. This single-volume encyclopedia provides readers with more than 200
engaging entries on the myriad events, key individuals, and organizations that have played a major
role in the War on Terror. The A–Z entries define the policies and doctrines; describe the armies,
battlefields, and weapons employed; and profile the figures whose actions and decisions set the
course of history. The expert contributors decode military jargon for non-specialist readers and
explain the unconventional tactics used in the War on Terror, shedding light on the reason behind
the attacks, the political maneuvering of the leaders involved, and the internal conflicts and external
clashes that drove terrorists to settle all over the world. The book also includes detailed essays on
the impact of the September 11 attacks on U.S. foreign policy, presidential powers, and public
opinion.
  war on terror: War on Terror Stipe Buzar, Jean-François Caron, 2024-04-01 Looking back at
the War on Terror and its policies, actions, and the violence that followed, this book analyzes the
resulting changes in international power structures and the relationship between citizens and their
representatives. It defines our shortcomings in opposing this type of violence by demonstrating how
the notion of legitimate violence has been broadened. The impact of the War on Terror on the public
view of Liberalism is explored, as well as its effects on the role of state authorities in our lives. Thus,
this book names the lessons we ought to learn from the actions taken against terrorist organizations.
  war on terror: The War on Terror Derek Paget, Stephen Lacey, 2015-05-22 This book explores
the ways in which television has engaged directly and indirectly with the new realities of the
post-9/11 world. It offers detailed analysis of a number of key programmes and series that engage
with, or are haunted by, the aftermath of the events of September 11 in the USA and what is
unavoidably through problematically and contentiously referred to as the resulting ‘war on terror’.
The substantive part of the book is a series of independent chapters, each written on a different
topic and considering different programmes. It includes series and single dramas representing the
invasion of Iraq (The Mark of Cain, Occupation and Generation Kill), comedic representations (Gary,
Tank Commander), documentary (the BBC Panorama’s coverage of 9/11), ‘what if’ docudramas
(Dirty War), 9/11 in popular series (CSI:NY) and representations of Tony Blair in drama and
docudrama. The book concludes with an extended reflection on contemporary docudrama and an
interview with filmmaker and docudramatist Peter Kosminsky.
  war on terror: War on terror' Chris Miller, 2013-01-18 The term ‘War on Terror’ (WOT) covers
a mass of interlinked topics. Here an outstanding group of authors and academics dissect them from
ethical, political, legal, economic and historical perspectives. Drawn from the world-famous Oxford
Amnesty Lectures, the essays are substantial contributions to their fields and of abiding relevance.
Here it is argued that members of active terrorist groups should be pre-emptively executed; that
there is no provision for WOT in international law; that WOT is not cost-efficient; that war and
terrorism can no longer be distinguished; and that the term ‘terrorist’ has been captured by a
specific political constituency. The arguments of the celebrated contributors, from Ahdaf Soueif to
Joanna Bourke, are confirmed or contradicted by their respondents, resulting in broad, scholarly
coverage of the issues. The book concludes with a fatwa against terrorism. ‘WOT’ lies at the heart of
current debate about immigration, multiculturalism and foreign policy. It is one of the determining
debates in the politics of today. This volume will be of interest to students of politics, law and
religion and to anyone concerned with current affairs. It covers the politics of the Middle East and
the Iraq War, human rights in Islam and the West and the ethics of intervention. This is a powerful
contribution to an urgent debate.
  war on terror: America's War on Terror Assoc Prof Robert P Watson, Asst Prof Jack
Covarrubias, Professor Tom Lansford, 2013-03-28 Developing ideas established in the successful
first edition, this new version of America's War on Terror updates and expands the original
collection of essays, allowing the reader to fully understand how the causes of the war on terror,



both the domestic and foreign policy implications, and the future challenges faced by the United
States have moved on since 2003. Features include: Four specifically designed sections which
examine the topic from different perspectives and orientations to provide a balanced and nuanced
understanding of the issues. New material takes into account events through the election of Barack
Obama and potential changes in the US-led war on terror. Four additional core chapters look at
Homeland Security, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Central Asia, Iraq and the Persian Gulf and
Globalization, all with a focus on the War on Terror. A robust introduction builds on the previous
preface, while the editors have also developed a concluding section that brings together the major
themes of the work and provides an overview of future policy challenges and options. The book's
existing tables and appendices are also completely updated. Essays written from a variety of
perspectives provide instructors with a useful tool to supplement course materials. The book also
offers the student an analytical means with which to understand the factors behind the attacks, the
nation's response to them, and the continuing evolving impact of terrorism on domestic and
international politics. America's War on Terror, Second Edition will be of interest and utility to
academics, the general public and most significantly to students as a reader for such courses as US
foreign policy, international security, terrorism, Islamic studies, American politics and international
relations.
  war on terror: The War on Terror Noah Berlatsky, 2012-07-20 While the War on Terror is a
very familiar phrase to the American people, many countries are embarked on their own War on
Terror. Give your readers a globally-minded, balanced book on this issue. Readers will learn about
this war in various countries, including Israel, Pakistan, Somalia, Afghanistan, European nations,
and the U.S. Readers will explore the causes of terrorism, issues of human rights, governments'
responses to terrorism, and the future of the War on Terror.
  war on terror: (En)Gendering the War on Terror Kim Rygiel, 2016-03-03 The war on terror has
been raging for many years now, and subsequently there is a growing body of literature examining
the development, motivation and effects of this US-led aggression. Virtually absent from these
accounts is an examination of the central role that gender, race, class and sexuality play in the war
on terror. This lack of attention reflects a continued resistance by analysts to acknowledge and
engage identity-related social issues as central elements within global politics. As this conflict
spreads and deepens, it is more important than ever to examine how diverse international actors are
using the war on terror as an opportunity to reinforce existing gendered, raced, classed and
sexualized inter/national relations. This book examines the official war stories being told to the
international community about why and against whom the war on terror is being waged. The book
will benefit students, scholars and practitioners in the areas of international relations, women's
studies and cultural studies.
  war on terror: The ‘War on Terror’, State Crime & Radicalization Shamila Ahmed, 2020-04-22
This book examines the ‘war on terror’ and radicalization from an ontological, non-state centric
perspective. Since 9/11, criminology has developed in its study of terrorism, utilising alternative
non-state centric frameworks to uncover and make visible state-initiated harm. Although progress
has been achieved, criminology has continued to privilege the state, thereby failing to uncover forms
of state crime and how such crimes facilitate radicalization and terrorism. Ahmed aims to rectify this
gap by demonstrating how crimes of the state have contributed to the existence of Islamist-inspired
terrorism and the emergence of global Jihadist organisations like Al-Qaeda and ISIS. The ‘War on
Terror’ abandons the dominant socially-constructed discourse and application of the ‘war on terror’
and instead favours a grounded approach whereby actors, actions and consequences are analysed
according to the risk they represent. Ahmed achieves this grounded approach through situating
state practices in international human rights law and international humanitarian law. Through
documenting the intersectionality of these practices with radicalization in the emergence of global
Jihadist organisations, the book demonstrates how state crimes contribute to terrorism. Although the
book sits at the intersections of critical criminology, state crime, international/transnational crime, it
is relevant to all disciplines that are concerned with state crime, terrorism and radicalization.



  war on terror: Australia's 'war on terror' Discourse Dr Kathleen Gleeson, 2014-07-28 Too often,
existing literature has conflated the discourses that enabled the 'War on Terror', ignoring the
contextual specificities of the states that make up the ‘Coalition of the Willing’. Australia's 'war on
terror' Discourse fills this gap by providing a full and sustained critical analysis of Australian foreign
policy discourse along with the theoretical synthesis for a specific model of critical discourse
analysis of the subject.
  war on terror: Assessing the War on Terror Charles Webel, Mark Tomass, 2017-02-17 This
volume is a collection of articles that critically examine the efficacy, ethics, and impact of the War on
Terror as it has evolved since 9/11. During the decade and a half of the Global War on Terror
(GWOT), numerous books have considered the political, psychosocial, and economic impacts of
terrorism. However, there has been little systematic effort to examine the effectiveness of the GWOT
in achieving its goals. Furthermore, there is virtually nothing that presents a comparative analysis of
the GWOT by the people most directly affected by it—citizens and scholars from conflict zones in the
Middle East. There is, therefore, great need for a book that analyzes the strategies, tactics, and
outcomes of the GWOT and that also presents facts and ideas that are missing or underrepresented
in the dominant public narratives. The contributions in this volume were chosen to specifically
address this need. In doing so, it uniquely provides not only Western perspectives of the GWOT, but
also importantly includes perspectives from the Middle East and those most directly affected by it,
including contributions from scholars and policy makers. Overall, the contributions demonstrate how
views differ based on geographical location, and how views have changed during the course of the
still-evolving War on Terror. The book will be of much interest to students and scholars of terrorism
and counter-terrorism, foreign policy, Middle Eastern politics, security studies and IR, as well as
policy makers.
  war on terror: The French War on Terror Mathias Delori, Christian Olsson, 2024-12-19 This
book analyses the French war on terror, covering the French contributions to the US-led ‘war on
terror’ and the wars in the Sahel Region since 2013. This book argues that ‘terrorism’ and offensive
counter-'terrorism' are not separate phenomena but, rather, need to be analyzed as two segments of
one common violent relation. This leads the work to deconstruct the argument made by state
officials that the French approaches to counter-'terrorism' have been more humane and more
efficient than the Anglo-Saxons'. France has not avoided the mistakes previously committed by the
US and Britain. The only originality of France's war on terror is in fact its anachronistic character.
Indeed, France embraced this warlike approach to counter-'terrorism' in mid-2010, at a moment
when the US and Britain had already recognized the shortcomings of this approach and started to
abandon it. This book will be of much interest to students of critical terrorism studies, French
politics, and International Relations.
  war on terror: Interrogating the War on Terror Deborah Staines, 2021-04-16 Interrogating the
War on Terror presents a critique of contemporary war culture and politics, introducing a range of
political, philosophical, legal, artistic and social perspectives on a devastating war. Bringing
together contributors from the United States, UK and Australia—implicitly dissenting from within
the Coalition of the Willing—this volume explores the discourses and cultural effects of the current
“war on terror”. Is the so-called war on terror justified? Seeking an ethical engagement with the
problems and paradoxes of this global conflict, the authors situate the historical and legal meanings
of terror and terrorism alongside the exploitation of such terms by the Bush Administration and
other governments in recent years. Contributions by philosophers, sociologists, and law and
literature scholars raise questions about neo-conservatism, freedom, security and the new
legitimation of torture, and demonstrate how this war brings political and discursive power to bear
on democracy, human rights and individuals in places as far-flung as Iraq, Bali, and the U.S.
Artworks by internationally renowned war artist George Gittoes, and several essays by cultural
theorists return a critical emphasis to the role of visual media, affect, gender and popular culture in
understanding and rethinking war. Interrogating the War on Terror’s multi-disciplinary and
international perspectives will be useful to scholars and students alike in addressing this highly



topical issue. The essays reference mainstream sources and widely-documented events in the war on
terror, making it accessible also to the general reader.
  war on terror: Prehistories of the War on Terror A. J. Yumi Lee, Karen R. Miller, 2024-09-24
Reveals fundamental continuities between the contemporary War on Terror and earlier U.S. imperial
conflicts Prehistories of the War on Terror examines the longstanding American project of
classifying enemies who challenge U.S. power abroad as terrorists. To do so, the volume brings
disparate episodes of U.S. military empire-building into dialogue across time and space. From settler
colonial wars in the nineteenth-century American West to twentieth-century wars of conquest in Asia
and the Pacific, the collection’s essays argue that the United States has drawn both materially and
ideologically on older systems of empire in the conflicts through which it has waged the present-day
War on Terror. Attending to the local histories from which these conflicts emerged and examining
the effects of U.S. intervention in these sites, contributors analyze the cultural frameworks for
understanding and remembering past conflicts that confirm, challenge, or refigure the logics of the
War on Terror. This volume reveals how contestations over sovereignty, extraction, and inequality
must be suppressed and flattened in public discourse to maintain a coherent vision of a totalizing
War on Terror. Together, the contributors illustrate that there was no single road that led to 9/11 or
the War on Terror. Rather, they argue that we must follow multiple paths into the past to fully
understand our present and to fight for a more just future. Contributors: Moustafa Bayoumi, Joo Ok
Kim, Janne Lahti, A. J. Yumi Lee, Naveed Mansoori, Karen R. Miller, Kalyan Nadiminti, Tim Roberts,
Colleen Woods.
  war on terror: The War on Terror and American Popular Culture Andrew Schopp,
Matthew B. Hill, 2009 The War on Terror and American Popular Culture is a collection of original
essays by academics and researchers from around the world that examines the complex interrelation
between the Bush administration's War on Terror and American popular culture. Written by experts
in the fields of literature, film, and cultural studies, this book examines in detail how popular culture
reflects concerns and anxieties about the September 11 attacks and the war those attacks
generated, how it interrogates the individual and collective impacts that war has wrought, how it
might challenge or critique current policy, and how it might reinforce or endorse the war and its
sociopolitical paradigms.
  war on terror: Chechnya - Russia's 'War on Terror' John Russell, 2007-08-07 The
Russo-Chechen conflict has been the bloodiest war in Europe since the Second World War. It
continues to drag on, despite the fact that it hits the headlines only when there is some 'terrorist
spectacular'. Providing a comprehensive overview of the war and the issues connected with it, the
author examines the origins of the conflict historically and traces how both sides were dragged
inexorably into war in the early 1990s. The book discusses the two wars (1994-96 and 1999 to date),
the intervening truce and shows how a downward spiral of violence has led to a mutually-damaging
impasse from which neither side has been able to remove itself. It applies theories of conflict,
especially theories of terrorism and counter-terrorism and concludes by proposing some alternative
resolutions that might lead to a just and lasting peace in the region.
  war on terror: Security and the War on Terror Alex J. Bellamy, Roland Bleiker, Sara E. Davies,
Richard Devetak, 2007-11-09 The terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 marked a turning point in
international politics, representing a new type of threat that could not easily be anticipated or
prevented through state-based structures of security alone. Opening up interdisciplinary
conversations between strategic, economic, ethical and legal approaches to global terrorism, this
edited book recognises a fundamental issue: while major crises initially tend to reinforce old
thinking and behavioural patterns, they also allow societies to challenge and overcome entrenched
habits, thereby creating the foundations for a new and perhaps more peaceful future. This volume
addresses the issues that are at stake in this dual process of political closure, and therefore rethinks
how states can respond to terrorist threats. The contributors range from leading conceptual
theorists to policy-oriented analysts, from senior academics to junior researchers. The book explores
how terrorism has had a profound impact on how security is being understood and implemented,



and uses a range of hitherto neglected sources of insight, such as those between political, economic,
legal and ethical factors, to examine the nature and meaning of security in a rapidly changing world.
  war on terror: Narratives of the War on Terror Michael C. Frank, Pavan Kumar Malreddy,
2020-09-10 Challenging the predominantly Euro-American approaches to the field, this volume
brings together essays on a wide array of literary, filmic and journalistic responses to the
decade-long wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Shifting the focus from so-called 9/11 literature to
narratives of the war on terror, and from the transatlantic world to Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, the
Afghan-Pak border region, South Waziristan, Al-Andalus and Kenya, the book captures the multiple
transnational reverberations of the discourses on terrorism, counter-terrorism and insurgency.
These include, but are not restricted to, the realignment of geopolitical power relations; the
formation of new terrorist networks (ISIS) and regional alliances (Iraq/Syria); the growing number of
terrorist incidents in the West; the changing discourses on security and technologies of warfare; and
the leveraging of fundamental constitutional principles. The essays featured in this volume draw
upon, and critically engage with, the conceptual trajectories within American literary debates,
postcolonial discourse and transatlantic literary criticism. Collectively, they move away from the
trauma-centrism and residual US-centrism of early literary responses to 9/11 and the criticism
thereon, while responding to postcolonial theory’s call for a historical foregrounding of terrorism,
insurgency and armed violence in the colonial-imperial power nexus. This book was originally
published as a special issue of the European Journal of English Studies.
  war on terror: Risk and the War on Terror Louise Amoore, Marieke de Goede, 2008-06-11 Pt. 1.
Risk, precaution, governance -- pt. 2. Crime, deviance, exception -- pt. 3. Biopolitics, biometrics,
borders -- pt. 4. Risks, tactics, resistances.
  war on terror: Clinton, New Terrorism and the Origins of the War on Terror Chin-Kuei Tsui,
2016-07-15 A frequent assumption of the American-led ‘war on terror’ and its accompanying
discourse originated largely with the George W. Bush Administration, and that there was a
counterterrorism policy revolution in the U.S. political arena. Challenging these assumptions,
through a genealogical analysis of U.S. terrorism and counterterrorism discourses, this book
demonstrates a distinct continuity (and lack of change) of U.S. counterterrorism policy, from Ronald
Reagan, to Bill Clinton, and through to George W. Bush. The book focuses on President Clinton’s
discursive construction of ‘new terrorism’, or ‘catastrophic terrorism’, and the counterterrorism
practices implemented by the Clinton Administration, while simultaneously comparing it with
President Reagan’s and President George W. Bush’s approaches to counterterrorism. It shows how
the war on terror can be traced to earlier periods, and that the so-called Bush revolution was largely
built upon the existing framework established by President Reagan and President Clinton. Prior to
the 2001 terrorist attacks, Clinton had expanded Reagan’s first ‘war on terrorism’ discourse and
constructed the ‘new terrorism’ discourse, characterised by the notions of borderless threats,
‘home-grown’ terrorism, WMD-terrorism, cyberterrorism, and rogue states. Clinton’s ‘new terrorism’
discourse provided a useful framework for George W. Bush to discursively respond to the terrorist
attacks on September 11th, 2001. Aiming to uncover the myth of President George W. Bush’s foreign
policy revolution and contribute to a deeper historical understanding of the U.S.-led war on terror, it
will be of great use to postgraduates and scholars of US foreign policy, security studies and
terrorism studies.
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