
us political structures ebook

us political structures ebook offers a comprehensive guide to understanding the intricate framework of
political systems in the United States. This article delves into the essential topics covered in a US political
structures ebook, including the constitutional foundation, branches of government, federalism, electoral
processes, and the role of political parties. Readers will gain insight into how these structures shape
governance, policy-making, and everyday life in America. Whether you are a student, educator, or simply
curious about American politics, this article provides a detailed overview to support your learning journey.
By exploring the organization, functions, and evolution of US political structures, you will develop a clearer
understanding of how the nation’s political landscape operates. From the origins of the Constitution to the
modern-day checks and balances, discover the key elements that define American democracy. Continue
reading to explore the main topics found within a US political structures ebook and enhance your
knowledge of the foundations of US governance.
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Understanding US Political Structures

The US political structures ebook typically begins by defining what political structures are and why they
matter. In the context of American governance, political structures refer to the formal institutions, legal
frameworks, and processes that organize power and decision-making. These structures ensure stability,
accountability, and the rule of law in society. By studying US political structures, readers can appreciate the
principles of democracy, separation of powers, and the interplay between federal and state governments.



The ebook provides a foundation for analyzing current events, historical developments, and policy debates,
making it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in politics or government.

The Constitutional Foundation of US Governance

The Origins of the Constitution

A crucial section of any US political structures ebook covers the origins and significance of the US
Constitution. Drafted in 1787, the Constitution established the framework for the federal government,
delineated the powers of each branch, and set forth fundamental rights. The Constitution reflects the values
of liberty, equality, and representative democracy, and serves as the supreme law of the land.

Key Principles Embedded in the Constitution

Separation of powers

Federalism

Popular sovereignty

Checks and balances

Individual rights and freedoms

These principles shape the US political system and guide the development of laws and policies.
Understanding the Constitution’s structure and amendments is essential for grasping how American
government functions and adapts to change.

The Three Branches of Government

Legislative Branch

The legislative branch, composed of the Senate and House of Representatives, is responsible for making
laws and representing the people’s interests. The ebook explains the bicameral structure, legislative



procedures, and the roles of committees and leadership. This branch plays a central role in shaping national
policy and allocating resources.

Executive Branch

The executive branch includes the President, Vice President, and Cabinet. It enforces laws, conducts
foreign policy, and oversees federal agencies. The ebook highlights the powers and responsibilities of the
President, the process of executive orders, and the significance of presidential elections in shaping
government direction.

Judicial Branch

The judicial branch interprets laws and ensures they align with the Constitution. The Supreme Court and
lower federal courts resolve legal disputes, protect rights, and maintain the balance between branches. The
ebook discusses landmark Supreme Court cases, judicial review, and the appointment process for federal
judges.

Federalism and State Powers

Division of Authority

Federalism is a defining feature of US political structures. It refers to the division of powers between the
national government and the states. The ebook explores how federalism allows for local autonomy while
maintaining a unified national policy. Topics include reserved powers, concurrent powers, and the Tenth
Amendment.

State Governments and Their Role

State governments mirror the federal structure but retain unique authority over education, public safety,
and local regulations. The ebook details the organization of state legislatures, governors, and courts,
emphasizing the importance of state-level policy innovation and experimentation.



The Role of Political Parties

Major Parties and Their Influence

Political parties are essential to US political structures. The ebook analyzes the historical evolution,
platforms, and organizational structure of major parties like Democrats and Republicans. Parties mobilize
voters, shape public opinion, and influence policy agendas.

Third Parties and Electoral Impact

While two major parties dominate, third parties occasionally emerge, affecting election outcomes and policy
debates. The ebook reviews notable third-party movements and their contributions to American politics,
highlighting their role in representing alternative viewpoints and challenging the status quo.

Electoral Processes and Voting Systems

Presidential and Congressional Elections

The US political structures ebook provides a detailed overview of the electoral processes, including how
presidential and congressional elections are conducted. Topics include the Electoral College, primary and
general elections, and the rules governing campaign finance and voter eligibility.

Voting Rights and Reforms

Voting rights have evolved through amendments and legislative reforms. The ebook discusses significant
milestones such as the Voting Rights Act, challenges related to voter suppression, and ongoing debates
about election security and access.

Checks and Balances in US Politics

Mechanisms of Accountability



Checks and balances are vital to preventing the abuse of power. The ebook outlines mechanisms such as
veto power, judicial review, and impeachment. These processes ensure that no single branch or official
dominates the government, fostering transparency and accountability.

Oversight and Interbranch Relations

Oversight functions, such as congressional investigations and court rulings, help maintain equilibrium
among branches. The ebook explains how oversight protects democratic values and responds to emerging
challenges in governance.

Modern Challenges to US Political Structures

Polarization and Gridlock

Contemporary US political structures face challenges including partisan polarization and legislative gridlock.
The ebook examines the causes and consequences of these issues, their impact on governance, and potential
reforms to promote cooperation.

Adapting to Change

US political structures continually adapt to social, technological, and economic changes. The ebook analyzes
current debates over judicial appointments, executive authority, and the balance of state and federal power.
Readers gain insight into how the system evolves to address new realities while upholding constitutional
principles.

Frequently Asked Questions about US Political Structures Ebook

Q: What is a US political structures ebook?
A: A US political structures ebook is a digital resource that provides an in-depth overview of the American
political system, including its foundational principles, branches of government, federalism, and electoral
processes.



Q: Who can benefit from reading a US political structures ebook?
A: Students, educators, researchers, and anyone interested in learning about the organization and functions
of US government can benefit from this type of ebook.

Q: What topics are typically covered in a US political structures ebook?
A: Common topics include the Constitution, legislative, executive, and judicial branches, federalism, political
parties, electoral systems, and contemporary challenges.

Q: How does a US political structures ebook help with understanding
American democracy?
A: It explains the foundational structures and processes that shape governance, decision-making, and the
protection of rights in the United States.

Q: Are US political structures ebooks suitable for exam preparation?
A: Yes, these ebooks are often designed to support academic study and exam preparation by providing clear
explanations and key facts.

Q: Do US political structures ebooks discuss current political issues?
A: Many ebooks include sections on modern challenges, such as polarization, reforms, and debates over the
balance of power.

Q: Can I find interactive features in a US political structures ebook?
A: Some ebooks may offer interactive elements like quizzes, diagrams, and case studies to enhance learning.

Q: What makes US political structures unique compared to other
countries?
A: The US system features a strong emphasis on separation of powers, federalism, and individual rights,
which differ from many other democracies around the world.



Q: Is the content of a US political structures ebook regularly updated?
A: Leading publishers strive to update content to reflect recent developments, Supreme Court decisions,
and changes in political structures.
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  us political structures ebook: Digital Media and Political Engagement Worldwide Eva
Anduiza Perea, Michael James Jensen, Laia Jorba, 2012-06-29 This book explores how digital media
use affects political attitudes and behavior, and how this relationship is shaped by political
environments across countries. While research in this area has concentrated on the United States
and United Kingdom, such results are set in comparative relief through the analysis of cases across
Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and Asia. The book concludes that digital media have an
effect on users, and depicts some of the characteristics of different political systems that play a
significant role for online political engagement.
  us political structures ebook: Digital Democracy Kenneth L Hacker, Jan van Dijk,
2000-12-05 Increasing attention is being paid to the political uses of the new communication
technologies. Digital Democracy offers an invaluable in-depth explanation of what issues of theory
and application are most important to the emergence and development of computer-mediated
communication systems for political purposes. The book provides a wide-ranging critical
examination of the concept of virtual democracy as discussed in theory and as implemented in
practice and policy that has been hitherto unavailable. It addresses how the Internet, World Wide
Web and computer-mediated political communication are affecting democracy and focuses on the
various theoretical and practical issues involved in digital democracy. Using international examples
Digital Democracy attempts to connect theoretical analysis to considerations of practice and policy.
  us political structures ebook: Digital Politics in Western Democracies Cristian Vaccari,
2013-12-01 A comparative analysis of political websites and their users from seven Western
democracies. Digital politics is shorthand for how internet technologies have fueled the complex
interactions between political actors and their constituents. Cristian Vaccari analyzes the
presentation and consumption of online politics in seven advanced Western democracies—Australia,
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States—from 2006 to 2010. His
study not only refutes claims that the web creates homogenized American-style politics and political
interaction but also empirically reveals how a nation’s unique constraints and opportunities create
digital responses. Digital Politics in Western Democracies is the first large-scale comparative
treatment of both the supply and the demand sides of digital politics among different countries and
national political actors. It is divided into four parts: theoretical challenges and research
methodology; how parties and candidates structure their websites (supply); how citizens use the
websites to access campaign information (demand); and how the research results tie back to
inequalities, engagement, and competition in digital politics. Because a key aspect of any political
system is how its actors and citizens communicate, this book will be invaluable for scholars,
students, and practitioners interested in political communication, party competition, party
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organization, and the study of the contemporary media landscape writ large.
  us political structures ebook: Law of the Internet, 4th Edition Delta & Matsuura,
2017-01-01 Law of the Internet, Fourth Edition is a two-volume up-to-date legal resource covering
electronic commerce and online contracts, privacy and network security, intellectual property and
online content management, secure electronic transactions, cryptography, and digital signatures,
protecting intellectual property online through link licenses, frame control and other methods,
online financial services and securities transactions, antitrust and other liability. The Law of the
Internet, Fourth Edition quickly and easily gives you everything you need to provide expert counsel
on: Privacy laws and the Internet Ensuring secure electronic transactions, cryptography, and digital
signatures Protecting intellectual property online - patents, trademarks, and copyright Electronic
commerce and contracting Online financial services and electronic payments Antitrust issues,
including pricing, bundling and tying Internal network security Taxation of electronic commerce
Jurisdiction in Cyberspace Defamation and the Internet Obscene and indecent materials on the
Internet Regulation of Internet access and interoperability The authors George B. Delta and Jeffrey
H. Matsuura -- two Internet legal experts who advise America's top high-tech companies --
demonstrate exactly how courts, legislators and treaties expand traditional law into the new context
of the Internet and its commercial applications, with all the citations you'll need. The Law of the
Internet also brings you up to date on all of the recent legal, commercial, and technical issues
surrounding the Internet and provides you with the knowledge to thrive in the digital marketplace.
Special features of this two-volume resource include timesaving checklists and references to online
resources.
  us political structures ebook: Digital Governance Michael E. Milakovich, 2012-04-23 The
application of digital information and communication technologies (ICTs) to reform governmental
structures, politics, and public administration is widely and perhaps naively viewed as the
twenty-first century savior, the enlightened way to reinvigorate democracy and improve the quality
of citizen services. In this timely and thorough analysis, Michael Milakovich examines the
assumptions underlying the ‘e-government revolution’ in light of the financial exigencies facing
many commercial enterprises, governments and other organizations. Computer-driven information
and communications technologies are impacting all aspects of public sector service delivery
worldwide and many governments are moving away from an agency-centric toward a more
citizen-centric approach to offering online services. This book explores the transition from electronic
government (e-gov) to digital or d-governance, emphasizing the importance of citizen participation
and information technology to accomplish the change. The chapters concentrate on strategies for
public administration organizational transformation and their implications for improved and
measurable government performance. Digital self-governance is a broader umbrella-term referring
to the networked extension of ICT relationships to include faster access to the web, mobile service
delivery, networking, teleconferencing and use of multi-channel information technologies to
accomplish higher-level two-way transactions. The shift from bureaucracy-centered to
customer-centric service orientation is viewed as a means to restore public trust and improve
service quality: Digital governance is the next step for governments at all levels to reduce costs,
meet citizen expectations, and achieve economic recovery goals.
  us political structures ebook: Digital Humanities in Latin America Héctor Fernández
L’Hoeste, Juan Carlos Rodríguez, 2023-05-02 A hemispheric view of the practice of digital
humanities in the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking Americas As digital media and technologies
transform the study of the humanities around the world, this volume provides the first hemispheric
view of the practice of digital humanities in the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking Americas. These
essays examine how participation and research in new media have helped configure identities and
collectivities in the region. Featuring case studies from throughout Latin America, including the
United States Latinx community, contributors analyze documentary films, television series, and
social media to show how digital technologies create hybrid virtual spaces and facilitate connections
across borders. They investigate how Latinx bloggers and online activists navigate governmental



restrictions in order to connect with the global online community. These essays also incorporate
perspectives of race, gender, and class that challenge the assumption that technology is a
democratizing force. Digital Humanities in Latin America illuminates the cultural, political, and
social implications of the ways Latinx communities engage with new technologies. In doing so, it
connects digital humanities research taking place in Latin America with that of the Anglophone
world. Contributors: Paul Alonso | Morgan Ames | Eduard Arriaga | Anita Say Chan | Ricardo
Dominguez | Orlando Luis Pardo Lazo | Héctor Fernández L’Hoeste | Jennifer M. Lozano | Ana Lígia
Silva Medeiros | Gimena del Río Riande | Juan Carlos Rodríguez | Isabel Galina Russell | Angharad
Valdivia | Anastasia Valecce | Cristina Venegas A volume in the series Reframing Media, Technology,
and Culture in Latin/o America, edited by Héctor Fernández L’Hoeste and Juan Carlos Rodríguez
  us political structures ebook: Handbook of Digital Politics Stephen Coleman, Deen
Freelon, 2015-05-29 It would be difficult to imagine how a development as world-changing as the
emergence of the Internet could have taken place without having some impact upon the ways in
which politics is expressed, conducted, depicted and reflected upon. The Handbook o
  us political structures ebook: Radical Solutions for Digital Transformation in Latin
American Universities Daniel Burgos, John Willian Branch, 2021-07-24 This book presents how
Digital Transformation is a requirement to upgrade Latin American universities to a next level in
management, lecturing and learning processes and strategies. The book starts with a thorough
introduction of the Latin American context addressing the three main topics in the book: Digital
Transformation, Higher Education and Artificial Intelligence & Industry 4.0. They will be depicted by
region, with a clear distribution between Central America & Mexico, Comunidad Andina (Perú,
Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia), Mercosur (Argentina, Brasil, Paraguay and Uruguay), and other
countries. The book also shows how online learning is a key part of the transformation, with a clear
focus on learning management systems, innovation and learning analytics. Further, personalised
services for every single profile at the university (students, lecturers, academic managers) are
presented to guarantee inclusive education service aggregation for networked campuses. Following,
the book addresses strategy and overall services that concentrate on sustainability and revenue
models integrated with a strategic planning. Finally a set of chapters will show specific experiences
and case studies of direct application of Artificial Intelligence and Technology 4.0, where the readers
can learn from and transfer directly into their educational contexts.
  us political structures ebook: Thinking Creatively in Turbulent Times Howard F. Didsbury, Jr.,
Howard F. Didsbury, 2004 This outstanding collection of essays offers thought-provoking insights on
a range of future-shaping issues, such as harnessing the powers of a coming digital transformation,
creating more livable cities, dealing with the impacts of immigration, transforming school systems to
meet the needs of the future economy, solving the drug-abuse problem through systems thinking,
and overcoming traps in thinking about the future.
  us political structures ebook: Managing the Digital University Łukasz Sułkowski,
2023-03-02 The reflection on university management is based on the question about the shape of
universities of the future. Civic, responsible, sustainable, virtual, digital, and many other universities
can be mentioned among the concepts present in the literature. All these names describe an
important distinctive feature of a university, which will gain more and more importance in the
future. However, given the fundamental importance of the radical change taking place, it seems that
the most appropriate name, reflecting the essence of the emerging new formation, is digital
university. This is because of the importance of digital transformation, which has been developing
for several decades, bringing deep and multidirectional changes in the areas of technology,
economy, society, and culture. It is a disruptive civilizational transition and, although stretched over
many decades, it is revolutionary in nature, significantly changing our lives in the Anthropocene. The
book has three cognitive and pragmatic objectives: to provide a new perspective on the changing
academic organization and management; to reflect on higher education management concepts and
methods; and to present an overview of university management, governance, and leadership, useful
from the perspective of academic managers, and other stakeholders. The Open Access version of this



book, available at www.taylorfrancis. com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  us political structures ebook: From Born-Physical to Born-Virtual: Augmenting
Intelligence in Digital Libraries Yuen-Hsien Tseng, Marie Katsurai, Hoa N. Nguyen, 2022-12-06
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 24th International Conference on Asia-Pacific
Digital Libraries, ICADL 2022, which was held in November/December 2022. The 14 full, 18 short,
and 12 poster papers presented in this volume were carefully reviewed and selected from 78
submissions. Based on significant contributions, the full and short papers have been classified into
the following topics: intelligent document analysis; neural-based knowledge extraction; knowledge
discovery for enhancing collaboration; smart search and annotation; cultural data collection and
analysis; scholarly data processing; data archive and management; research activities and digital
library; and trends in digital library.
  us political structures ebook: Digital DNA Peter F. Cowhey, Jonathan D. Aronson, 2017-06-30
Innovation in information and production technologies is creating benefits and disruption,
profoundly altering how firms and markets perform. Digital DNA provides an in depth examination
of the opportunities and challenges in the fast-changing global economy and lays out strategies that
countries and the international community should embrace to promote robust growth while
addressing the risks of this digital upheaval. Wisely guiding the transformation in innovation is a
major challenge for global prosperity that affects everyone. Peter Cowhey and Jonathan Aronson
demonstrate how the digital revolution is transforming the business models of high tech industries
but also of traditional agricultural, manufacturing, and service sector firms. The rapidity of change
combines with the uncertainty of winners and losers to create political and economic tensions over
how to adapt public policies to new technological and market surprises. The logic of the policy
trade-offs confronting society, and the political economy of practical decision-making is explored
through three developments: The rise of Cloud Computing and trans-border data flows; international
collaboration to reduce cybersecurity risks; and the consequences of different national standards of
digital privacy protection. The most appropriate global strategies will recognize that a significant
diversity in individual national policies is inevitable. However, because digital technologies operate
across national boundaries there is also a need for a common international baseline of policy
fundamentals to facilitate quasi-convergence of these national policies. Cowhey and Aronson's
examination of these dynamic developments lead to a measured proposal for authoritative soft rules
that requires governments to create policies that achieve certain objectives, but leaves the specific
design to national discretion. These rules should embrace mechanisms to work with expert
multi-stakeholder organizations to facilitate the implementation of formal agreements, enhance their
political legitimacy and technical expertise, and build flexible learning into the governance regime.
The result will be greater convergence of national policies and the space for the new innovation
system to flourish.
  us political structures ebook: Digital Technologies for Democratic Governance in Latin
America Anita Breuer, Yanina Welp, 2014-01-10 This book is the first to comprehensively analyse the
political and societal impacts of new Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in a region
of the Global South. It evaluates under what conditions some Latin American governments and
people have succeeded in taking up the opportunities related to the spread of ICTs, while others are
confronted with the pessimist scenario of increased, digitally induced social and democratic
cleavages. Specifically, the book examines if and how far the spread and use of new ICT affected
central aims of democratic governance such as reducing socio-economic and gender inequality;
strengthening citizen participation in political decision making; increasing the transparency of
legislative processes; improving administrative processes; providing free access to government data
and information; and expanding independent spaces of citizen communication. The country case and
cross-country explore a range of bottom-up driven initiatives to reinforce democracy in the region.
The book offers researchers and students an interdisciplinary approach to these issues by linking it
to established theories of media and politics, political communication, political participation, and



governance. Giving voice to researchers native to the region and with direct experience of the
region, it uniquely brings together contributions from political scientists, researchers in
communication studies and area studies specialists who have a solid record in political activism and
international development co-operation.
  us political structures ebook: The Development of the US Advanced Digital Television
System, 1987-1997 Maribel Castaneda Paredes, 2000
  us political structures ebook: The Routledge Companion to Local Media and Journalism
Agnes Gulyas, David Baines, 2020-04-19 This comprehensive edited collection provides key
contributions in the field, mapping out fundamental topics and analysing current trends through an
international lens. Offering a collection of invited contributions from scholars across the world, the
volume is structured in seven parts, each exploring an aspect of local media and journalism. It
brings together and consolidates the latest research and theorisations from the field, and provides
fresh understandings of local media from a comparative perspective and within a global context.
This volume reaches across national, cultural, technological and socio-economic boundaries to bring
new understandings to the dominant foci of research in the field and highlights interconnection and
thematic links. Addressing the significant changes local media and journalism have undergone in the
last decade, the collection explores the history, politics, ethics and contents of local media, as well as
delving deeper into the business and practices that affect not only the journalists and media-makers
involved, but consumers and communities as well. For students and researchers in the fields of
journalism studies, journalism education, cultural studies, and media and communications
programmes, this is the comprehensive guide to local media and journalism.
  us political structures ebook: The Digital Evolution of an American Identity C. Waite,
2013-01-17 The Digital Evolution of an American Identity details how the concept of American
individualism is challenged by the digital revolution. As digital media alter our print-dominant
culture, assumptions regarding the relationship of the individual to the larger community become
increasingly problematic. Current arguments regarding freedom of speech and confusion about what
is meant by privacy illustrate the nature of the challenge. C. Waite defines individualism as the ways
in which the American culture traditionally strives to balance the rights of the individual against the
needs of the group. Americans struggle to understand what it means to be responsible both for one’s
self and for the welfare of others. They struggle with this not as an academic might, but in concrete
and specific cases, often caught at cross-purposes with conflicting goods. This is a historic struggle,
intrinsic to the very fabric of America's democratic society, as illustrated by its laws and customs.
The American democracy has supported a view of the person as an autonomous individual. Yet that
concept of American individualism no longer adequately captures the role of the self in the social
world. The digital environment challenges that autonomy by creating new avenues for speech and
new forms of social networks. Though the transition from a print-based culture to the digital domain
entails a global revolution, American culture will suffer the consequences of that revolution more
profoundly than other cultures because the concept of American individualism is foundational to its
democratic way of life.
  us political structures ebook: Digital World Gillian Youngs, 2013-06-26 The Internet and
digital technologies have changed the world we live in and the ways we engage with one another
and work and play. This is the starting point for this collection which takes analysis of the digital
world to the next level exploring the frontiers of digital and creative transformations and mapping
their future directions. It brings together a distinctive collection of leading academics, social
innovators, activists, policy specialists and digital and creative practitioners to discuss and address
the challenges and opportunities in the contemporary digital and creative economy. Contributions
explain the workings of the digital world through three main themes: connectivity, creativity and
rights. They combine theoretical and conceptual discussions with real world examples of new
technologies and technological and creative processes and their impacts. Discussions range across
political, economic and cultural areas and assess national contexts including the UK and China.
Areas covered include digital identity and empowerment, the Internet and the ‘Fifth Estate’, social



media and the Arab Spring, digital storytelling, transmedia and audience, economic and social
innovation, digital inclusion, community and online curation, cyberqueer activism. The volume
developed out of a UK Economic and Social Research Council funded research seminar series.
  us political structures ebook: Jeffersonian Economic Architecture in the Digital Age
Robert S. Ellinger Ph.D., 2021-03-08 Jeffersonian Economic Architecture in the Digital Age By:
Robert S. Ellinger Ph.D Jeffersonian Economic Architecture in the Digital Age is a book focused on
how to synergically adapt to the catastrophic change in culture that humanity is currently
undergoing. This is due to seismic change in technology at the dawn of the Digital Age. The author
Robert S. Ellinger Ph.D. has created an architectural model using concepts from a variety of
academic disciplines including spatial economics, history, systems engineering, information
technology, enterprise architecture, and political science. He uses this model to demonstrate how
humanity adapted to technology change in the past. He then transforms this model for the future
Digital Age. And he does this while keeping Jefferson’s and other founding father’s concept of equal
opportunity for all as envisioned in the US Declaration of Independence and Preamble of the US
Constitution.
  us political structures ebook: Routledge Handbook of Digital Media and Communication Leah
A. Lievrouw, Brian D. Loader, 2020-11-16 What are we to make of our digital social lives and the
forces that shape it? Should we feel fortunate to experience such networked connectivity? Are we
privileged to have access to unimaginable amounts of information? Is it easier to work in a digital
global economy? Or is our privacy and freedom under threat from digital surveillance? Our security
and welfare being put at risk? Our politics undermined by hidden algorithms and misinformation?
Written by a distinguished group of leading scholars from around the world, the Routledge
Handbook of Digital Media and Communication provides a comprehensive, unique, and
multidisciplinary exploration of this rapidly growing and vibrant field of study. The Handbook adopts
a three-part structural framework for understanding the sociocultural impact of digital media: the
artifacts or physical devices and systems that people use to communicate; the communicative
practices in which they engage to use those devices, express themselves, and share meaning; and
the organizational and institutional arrangements, structures, or formations that develop around
those practices and artifacts. Comprising a series of essay-chapters on a wide range of topics, this
volume crystallizes current knowledge, provides historical context, and critically articulates the
challenges and implications of the emerging dominance of the network and normalization of digitally
mediated relations. Issues explored include the power of algorithms, digital currency, gaming
culture, surveillance, social networking, and connective mobilization. More than a reference work,
this Handbook delivers a comprehensive, authoritative overview of the state of new media
scholarship and its most important future directions that will shape and animate current debates.
  us political structures ebook: New Media, Cultural Studies, and Critical Theory after
Postmodernism R. Samuels, 2009-12-07 This book argues that we have moved into a new cultural
period, automodernity, which represents a social, psychological, and technological reaction to
postmodernity. In fact, by showing how individual autonomy is now being generated through
technological and cultural automation, Samuels posits that we must rethink modernity and
postmodernity.
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