
texas tech qb records

texas tech qb records have been a cornerstone of college football discussions for decades, reflecting

the rich legacy and remarkable achievements of quarterbacks who have played for Texas Tech

University. This article delves into the most impressive Texas Tech QB records, highlighting single-

season and career milestones, legendary quarterbacks, and the evolution of the offensive strategies

that have shaped the Red Raiders' history. Whether you're a passionate fan, a sports analyst, or

simply exploring the traditions of college football, this comprehensive guide will provide detailed

insights into passing yardage, touchdown passes, completion percentages, and more. Discover the

stories behind record-breaking performances, the impact of coaching philosophies, and how Texas

Tech quarterbacks have influenced the NCAA landscape. Read on to explore a definitive overview of

Texas Tech QB records, packed with facts, statistics, and memorable moments that continue to inspire

new generations of football enthusiasts.

Overview of Texas Tech QB Records

Legendary Texas Tech Quarterbacks

Single-Season Passing Records

Career Passing Records

Completion Percentage and Efficiency

Touchdown Records

The Air Raid Offense and Its Impact

Notable Games and Memorable Performances



Texas Tech QBs in the NFL

Future of Texas Tech QB Records

Overview of Texas Tech QB Records

Texas Tech QB records represent a storied tradition within college football, characterized by prolific

passing numbers and dynamic offensive play. The Red Raiders have long been recognized for their

innovative approach, resulting in some of the highest passing records in NCAA history. From single-

game feats to season-long achievements, Texas Tech quarterbacks consistently rank among the

nation’s elite in multiple statistical categories. Understanding these records offers a window into the

program’s commitment to offensive excellence and its role in shaping collegiate football trends.

Legendary Texas Tech Quarterbacks

The history of Texas Tech quarterback records is deeply intertwined with the legendary athletes who

have led the team. These individuals not only set benchmarks at the university but also redefined

expectations for the position at the national level. Their performances have brought national attention

to the Red Raiders and cemented their names in record books.

Graham Harrell

Graham Harrell is synonymous with Texas Tech QB records, holding multiple all-time marks in passing

yards, touchdowns, and completions. His leadership during the mid-2000s set new standards for

productivity, and his partnership with standout receivers helped the Red Raiders achieve



unprecedented offensive success.

Patrick Mahomes

Patrick Mahomes, now a household name in the NFL, left an indelible mark on Texas Tech’s record

books. Known for his arm strength and improvisational skills, Mahomes set records for single-game

and season performances, breaking barriers and showcasing the explosive nature of Texas Tech’s

offense.

BJ Symons

BJ Symons delivered one of the most memorable seasons in college football history, setting NCAA

and Texas Tech QB records for single-season passing yards. His ability to execute the Air Raid

offense was instrumental in rewriting statistical standards during his tenure.

Single-Season Passing Records

Texas Tech QBs have routinely shattered single-season records, reflecting the program's commitment

to a high-octane passing attack. These records highlight the extraordinary ability of Red Raider

quarterbacks to accumulate impressive yardage and touchdowns over the course of just one season.

Most Passing Yards in a Season

BJ Symons – 5,833 yards (2003), NCAA record at the time



Graham Harrell – 5,111 yards (2007)

Patrick Mahomes – 5,052 yards (2016)

These remarkable totals underscore the impact of Texas Tech’s offensive philosophy, with

quarterbacks consistently ranking among the nation’s leaders in passing yardage every season.

Most Passing Touchdowns in a Season

Graham Harrell – 48 touchdowns (2007)

BJ Symons – 48 touchdowns (2003)

Patrick Mahomes – 41 touchdowns (2016)

The ability of Texas Tech quarterbacks to find the end zone through the air is a defining feature of the

program, further solidifying their status in NCAA record books.

Career Passing Records

Longevity and consistent performance are key factors in career passing records for Texas Tech

quarterbacks. Multiple players have etched their names in the record books by maintaining high levels

of production throughout their collegiate careers.



All-Time Passing Yard Leaders

Graham Harrell – 15,793 yards

Kliff Kingsbury – 12,429 yards

Patrick Mahomes – 11,252 yards

These career marks reflect the sustained excellence and durability of Texas Tech QBs, as well as the

offensive schemes that enable them to maximize their potential year after year.

Career Passing Touchdowns

Graham Harrell – 134 touchdowns

BJ Symons – 52 touchdowns

Kliff Kingsbury – 95 touchdowns

Texas Tech quarterbacks have demonstrated a consistent ability to generate points, contributing to the

team’s reputation for explosive offensive output.

Completion Percentage and Efficiency

Completion percentage and passing efficiency are critical metrics for evaluating quarterback



performance. Texas Tech QBs regularly achieve high completion rates, an indication of accuracy and

mastery of the Air Raid system.

Single-Season Completion Percentage Leaders

Kingsbury – 65.6% (2002)

Harrell – 71.8% (2007)

Mahomes – 65.7% (2016)

These statistics highlight the precision and decision-making skills of Texas Tech quarterbacks,

essential traits for record-breaking success in a pass-heavy system.

Efficiency Ratings

Texas Tech QBs often post impressive passer ratings, thanks to their ability to limit turnovers and

make the most of each passing opportunity. Efficiency metrics further distinguish Red Raider

quarterbacks as elite performers at the collegiate level.

Touchdown Records

Touchdowns are a direct measure of a quarterback’s impact on a team’s success. Texas Tech QB

records in this category demonstrate their capacity to lead high-scoring offenses and deliver game-

changing plays.



Single-Game Touchdown Records

Mahomes: 7 passing touchdowns in a single game (2016)

Harrell: 6 passing touchdowns in multiple games

These explosive performances have become iconic moments in Texas Tech football history,

showcasing the scoring prowess of Red Raider quarterbacks.

The Air Raid Offense and Its Impact

The Air Raid offense has been central to Texas Tech QB records, emphasizing rapid-fire passing and

spreading the field. This innovative system, popularized by coaches like Mike Leach, has enabled

quarterbacks to post extraordinary numbers and set new collegiate benchmarks.

How the Air Raid Boosts QB Statistics

High volume of passing plays

Wide receiver-heavy formations

Quick decision-making and short routes

Emphasis on ball distribution



The Air Raid’s tempo and philosophy create ideal conditions for quarterbacks to accumulate yards and

touchdowns, distinguishing Texas Tech as a leader in offensive innovation.

Notable Games and Memorable Performances

Certain games have become legendary due to record-breaking quarterback performances. These

contests often feature extraordinary passing displays and pivotal moments that define Texas Tech

football.

Historic Matchups

Texas Tech vs. Oklahoma (2008): Harrell’s dramatic late-game touchdown pass

Texas Tech vs. Baylor (2016): Mahomes’ NCAA-record 734 passing yards

Texas Tech vs. Texas A&M (2003): Symons’ 586 passing yards

Such games not only set records but also elevate the program’s national profile and inspire future

generations of quarterbacks.

Texas Tech QBs in the NFL

Many Texas Tech quarterbacks have transitioned to successful careers in the NFL, further validating

the effectiveness of the program’s offensive system. Their professional achievements contribute to the

university’s reputation for developing elite talent.



Notable NFL Careers

Patrick Mahomes: Super Bowl champion and NFL MVP

Graham Harrell: Backup quarterback and coach

Kliff Kingsbury: NFL head coach and former player

The success of Texas Tech QBs in the pros underscores their preparedness and adaptability, as well

as the program’s influence on the broader football landscape.

Future of Texas Tech QB Records

The legacy of Texas Tech QB records continues to evolve, with new quarterbacks emerging to

challenge existing marks. Recruiting, coaching changes, and further innovation in offensive strategy

promise to keep the program at the forefront of record-setting achievements. As football strategies

adapt and technology advances, the potential for new milestones remains high, ensuring ongoing

excitement and anticipation for fans and analysts alike.

Texas Tech QB Records: Trending Questions and Answers



Q: Who holds the Texas Tech record for most passing yards in a single

season?

A: BJ Symons holds the Texas Tech record for most passing yards in a single season with 5,833

yards in 2003.

Q: Which Texas Tech quarterback has the most career passing

touchdowns?

A: Graham Harrell leads Texas Tech in career passing touchdowns, finishing with 134 during his

collegiate career.

Q: What is the impact of the Air Raid offense on Texas Tech QB

records?

A: The Air Raid offense has dramatically increased passing attempts and yardage for Texas Tech

quarterbacks, allowing them to set numerous NCAA and school records.

Q: Who is the most successful Texas Tech QB in the NFL?

A: Patrick Mahomes is the most successful Texas Tech QB in the NFL, having won multiple Super

Bowls and MVP awards with the Kansas City Chiefs.

Q: What game saw the highest single-game passing yardage by a

Texas Tech quarterback?

A: Patrick Mahomes set the NCAA single-game record for passing yards with 734 against Baylor in

2016.



Q: Which coach is most associated with the rise of Texas Tech QB

records?

A: Mike Leach is most associated with the rise of Texas Tech QB records due to his implementation of

the Air Raid offense.

Q: How has Texas Tech’s offensive philosophy influenced college

football?

A: Texas Tech’s pass-heavy offensive philosophy has influenced many programs nationwide, leading

to higher passing statistics and more dynamic offensive play across college football.

Q: Which Texas Tech QB has the highest single-season completion

percentage?

A: Graham Harrell achieved a single-season completion percentage of 71.8% in 2007, the highest in

Texas Tech history.

Q: Are Texas Tech quarterbacks known for breaking NCAA records?

A: Yes, Texas Tech quarterbacks have frequently broken NCAA passing records due to the program’s

aggressive offensive strategy.

Q: What are the prospects for future Texas Tech QB records?

A: With ongoing innovation in offensive schemes and strong recruiting, Texas Tech is well-positioned

to continue setting new QB records in the future.
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