texas tech quarterbacks

texas tech quarterbacks have played a pivotal role in shaping the identity and success of
the Texas Tech Red Raiders football program. Known for producing prolific passers and
innovative offensive schemes, Texas Tech has consistently been at the forefront of college
football’s aerial attacks. This article provides a comprehensive look at the history of Texas
Tech quarterbacks, examining legendary figures, notable seasons, coaching influences,
statistical achievements, and their impact on professional football. Whether you're a
passionate fan, a prospective student-athlete, or a sports enthusiast, discover how Texas
Tech quarterbacks have left a lasting legacy on the college football landscape and continue
to make headlines with their performances. Read on to explore the tradition, milestones,
and future prospects of Texas Tech signal-callers.
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Legacy of Texas Tech Quarterbacks

Texas Tech quarterbacks have established a rich tradition of excellence and innovation on
the gridiron. The program is nationally recognized for its high-powered passing offenses,
often leading the NCAA in passing yards and touchdowns. This reputation was built over
decades, with a focus on quarterback-friendly systems and aggressive play-calling. Texas
Tech’s commitment to developing elite quarterbacks has resulted in numerous individual
accolades and national attention, making the Red Raiders a destination for aspiring signal-
callers.

The legacy of Texas Tech quarterbacks is not defined solely by statistics, but by the impact
they’ve had on the evolution of college football offenses. Their performances have
redefined expectations for the position and inspired programs across the country to adopt
similar styles. The tradition continues to influence recruitment and coaching philosophies,
ensuring that the quarterback position remains central to Texas Tech’s identity.



Historical Milestones and Records

Texas Tech’s quarterback history is rich with milestones and record-breaking achievements.
From NCAA single-game passing records to season-long accomplishments, Red Raider
quarterbacks have consistently pushed the envelope in statistical production.

Notable Statistical Achievements

Most career passing yards by a Texas Tech quarterback

Single-season touchdown records

Highest completion percentages in school history

Multiple quarterbacks surpassing 4,000 yards in a season

First Texas Tech quarterback to win conference awards

These milestones have contributed to Texas Tech’s reputation as an offensive powerhouse.
Quarterbacks from the program have set Big 12 and national records, drawing attention
from scouts, analysts, and media outlets.

Impactful Seasons

Certain seasons stand out in Texas Tech’s quarterback annals, such as the 2003 campaign
when the Red Raiders led the nation in passing yards, or the 2016 season featuring
remarkable offensive efficiency. These years are reminders of the sustained excellence and
explosive potential of Texas Tech quarterbacks.

Legendary Texas Tech Quarterbacks

Throughout its history, Texas Tech has produced several legendary quarterbacks who have
become household names in college football. Their individual achievements, leadership,
and consistency have greatly influenced the program’s trajectory.

Graham Harrell

Graham Harrell is one of the most iconic Texas Tech quarterbacks, known for his precision
and poise. He set multiple school and NCAA records, including most career passing
touchdowns and yards. Harrell’s leadership propelled Texas Tech to national prominence
during his tenure.



Patrick Mahomes

Patrick Mahomes, now a superstar in the NFL, showcased his extraordinary arm strength
and creativity at Texas Tech. He set records for single-game passing yards and became a
first-round draft pick, demonstrating the program’s ability to develop elite professional
talent.

B.)J. Symons

B.J. Symons made headlines with his record-breaking 2003 season, throwing for over 5,000
yards and rewriting the NCAA record books. His performances exemplified Texas Tech’s
commitment to the passing game and quarterback excellence.

Other Notable Names

Klings Kingsbury

Sonny Cumbie

Zebbie Lethridge

Taylor Potts

Each of these quarterbacks contributed their unique strengths to the program, leaving a
legacy that continues to inspire current and future Red Raiders.

Influence of Coaching and Offensive Philosophy

The success of Texas Tech quarterbacks is closely tied to the innovative coaching
philosophies that have defined the program. Coaches such as Mike Leach and Kiliff
Kingsbury implemented the Air Raid offense, revolutionizing college football with a pass-
heavy approach.

The Air Raid System

The Air Raid system emphasizes quick decision-making, spread formations, and high-
volume passing. It provides quarterbacks with the tools to read defenses, distribute the
football efficiently, and maximize offensive output. The system'’s flexibility has allowed
quarterbacks to thrive and develop advanced skills.



Coaching Impact

e Mike Leach: Architect of Texas Tech’s modern passing attack
» KIiff Kingsbury: Former quarterback and head coach, furthered offensive innovation

e Sonny Cumbie: Offensive coordinator and former player, focused on quarterback
development

These coaches have been instrumental in attracting talented quarterbacks and elevating
the program’s national profile.

Quarterback Development and Recruitment

Texas Tech places a strong emphasis on quarterback development, utilizing advanced
training methods and competitive environments. The program regularly recruits highly-
touted prospects, offering them an opportunity to compete in a quarterback-friendly
system.

Recruitment Strategy

Texas Tech targets quarterbacks with strong arm talent, football 1Q, and adaptability. The
program’s reputation draws interest from recruits eager to play in a dynamic offense and
maximize their collegiate potential.

Player Development

e Individual coaching and film analysis
e Strength and conditioning programs tailored for quarterbacks

e Opportunities for early playing time and skill refinement

The focus on development ensures that Texas Tech quarterbacks are prepared to excel at
the collegiate level and beyond.

Texas Tech Quarterbacks in the NFL

Many Texas Tech quarterbacks have transitioned to professional football, further enhancing
the program’s reputation. Their success in the NFL is a testament to the coaching,



preparation, and competitive environment at Texas Tech.

Patrick Mahomes: NFL Superstar

Patrick Mahomes is the most prominent Texas Tech alumnus in the NFL. His career includes
multiple MVP awards, Super Bowl victories, and record-breaking performances with the
Kansas City Chiefs. Mahomes’ achievements have brought unprecedented attention to
Texas Tech quarterbacks.

Other NFL Alumni

e Graham Harrell: Served as a backup and later transitioned to coaching
e Kliff Kingsbury: Brief NFL stint before becoming a coach

e Davis Webb: Drafted and developed in the NFL

These players highlight the program’s ability to produce quarterbacks capable of competing
at the highest level.

Recent Standouts and Future Outlook

The tradition of outstanding Texas Tech quarterbacks continues with recent standouts and
promising recruits. The program remains committed to evolving its offensive strategies and
developing talent for future success.

Current and Emerging Talent

Recent seasons have featured quarterbacks such as Alan Bowman and Tyler Shough, who
have delivered impressive performances and demonstrated the potential for continued
growth. The future outlook remains bright, with new recruits eager to uphold the legacy of
Texas Tech quarterbacks.

Program Expectations

e Continued focus on innovative offensive schemes
e Commitment to recruiting top quarterback prospects

e Emphasis on player development and adaptability



Texas Tech’s quarterback tradition is poised to thrive in the years ahead, maintaining its
status as a leader in college football.

Trending Questions and Answers About Texas
Tech Quarterbacks

Q: Who are the most famous Texas Tech quarterbacks?

A: The most famous Texas Tech quarterbacks include Patrick Mahomes, Graham Harrell,
B.J. Symons, and KIiff Kingsbury. These players have set records and achieved national
recognition during their collegiate and professional careers.

Q: What offensive system is Texas Tech known for with
its quarterbacks?

A: Texas Tech is renowned for the Air Raid offense, an innovative and pass-heavy system
that allows quarterbacks to maximize their passing stats and develop advanced decision-
making skills.

Q: How has Texas Tech contributed to NFL quarterback
development?

A: Texas Tech has produced quarterbacks who have transitioned successfully to the NFL,
most notably Patrick Mahomes. The program’s coaching, preparation, and offensive
philosophy help quarterbacks adapt to the professional level.

Q: Which Texas Tech quarterback holds the record for
most career passing yards?

A: Graham Harrell holds the record for most career passing yards at Texas Tech, amassing
over 15,000 yards during his time with the Red Raiders.

Q: What makes Texas Tech a top choice for quarterback
recruits?

A: Texas Tech’s reputation for innovative offensive schemes, strong coaching support, and
a history of developing successful quarterbacks make it a premier destination for high
school recruits seeking an opportunity to excel.



Q: Has any Texas Tech quarterback won a Heisman
Trophy?

A: No Texas Tech quarterback has won the Heisman Trophy, but several have been finalists
or received national recognition for their performances.

Q: Who is the current starting quarterback for Texas
Tech?

A: As of the latest season, Tyler Shough has served as the starting quarterback for Texas
Tech, though depth chart changes are common based on performance and injuries.

Q: What are the key qualities Texas Tech looks for in
quarterback recruits?

A: Texas Tech prioritizes recruits with strong arm talent, football intelligence, adaptability,
and the ability to thrive in a fast-paced offensive system.

Q: How does Texas Tech support quarterback
development?

A: The program offers individualized coaching, comprehensive film study, strength and
conditioning programs, and opportunities for early playing time to nurture quarterback
talent.

Q: What impact did Mike Leach have on Texas Tech
quarterbacks?

A: Mike Leach revolutionized Texas Tech’s offense with the Air Raid system, leading to
unprecedented passing statistics and the development of several record-setting
quarterbacks.

Texas Tech Quarterbacks
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leaders in changing the landscape and dynamics of football into America’s premier pastime. About
the Author James J. Bogdan is just a football fan that appreciates the contributions of his local
quarterbacks.

texas tech quarterbacks: Kingdom Quarterback Mark Dent, Rustin Dodd, 2023-08-22 Fresh off
of a gutsy, thrilling 2023 Super Bowl win for the Kansas City Chiefs, two inspiring stories that fit
perfectly together—a biography of superstar quarterback, Patrick Mahomes, who brought the Chiefs
to their first Super Bowl win in fifty years in 2020 as well as a second in 2023, along with the
historical struggles and recent resurgence of the former “Paris of the Plains,” Kansas City. There is
nobody like Patrick Mahomes. In three seasons, he has won a Super Bowl and competed in another,
earned the titles of First Team All-Pro, NFL Offensive Player of the Year, and league MVP, and
turned the Kansas City Chiefs from famed playoff failures into the most successful team in the NFL.
With his unique and groundbreaking playing style, and winning personality both on and off the field,
Mahomes has become a truly transcendent quarterback in a journey that mirrors and accentuates
the rebirth of the once swingin’ cow town of Kansas City, Missouri. Once an adventure-filled jazz
epicenter and nightlife hub to rival New Orleans, Kansas City’s wild edges and captivating
neighborhoods were snuffed out in pursuit of a suburbanized dream that largely left out people of
color. It’s been a long road attempting to move past the scars of segregation and overcome the city’s
flyover reputation, but Kansas City is now poised to make a comeback, and no other person or team
embodies that hope like Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs. Kansas City and Mahomes
represent the story of the midwestern American city—how they grew, how they shaped the country,
how the sport of football came to mean so much to them, how they failed, and how they are
changing. Kansas City-area natives Mark Dent and Rustin Dodd have written for outlets such as The
New York Times, The Kansas City Star, and Texas Monthly, bringing their deep connection to the
city, football expertise, and polished writing skills to create a serious book about a very entertaining
subject—the rebirth of a city, a team’s triumph, and how Patrick Mahomes, and the team he led,
were exactly what was needed to bring Kansas City back together again.

texas tech quarterbacks: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2014-10-28 With unparalleled access to
Heisman Trophy-winning phenom Johnny Manziel, Bruce Feldman has written a modern-day tale
about the making of the next superstars in football's most important position: the quarterback. In
the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion dollars, no position defines a
franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the making of those star players, and
of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history... with the meteoric rise of various
quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield, profiled in the New Yorker and called
the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s College GameDay, Trent Dilfer, former
Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own gb business, Steve Clarkson, another gb maker, gets
profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year 5'10” Russell Wilson wins the Super
Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB, Johnny Manziel, gets drafted in the first
round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they look at the position—and the game. To
tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect quarterback, bestselling author Bruce Feldman
gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's Johnny Manziel), George Whitfield and many other
players in what has become a specialized and high-stakes business. In the past decade the boom of
the private quarterback-coach business, with its pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has changed the
position and the game. The QB tells the story of the interlocking paths of the most fascinating
characters involved in this secretive world, examining how advanced analysis has taken root in
football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet, detailing all his talents and antics.
His guru is a man who has come to be known for making QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled in the
business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback who never could get to the superstar level,
despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to Manziel's Mozart. There is the computer/brain
analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers think, the biomechanics expert who saved Drew
Brees'’s career, and many more fascinating behind-the-scenes looks into this world. Never before has
the game so relied on the development of the quarterback. In The QB, the stories of these men



illustrate how high the stakes of the quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a compelling
journey into the heart of America's beloved game.

texas tech quarterbacks: Texas Sports Chad S. Conine, 2017-09-20 When it comes to sports,
Texas more than earns its bragging rights. The Lone Star State has produced championship teams
and legendary athletes not only in football, baseball, and basketball, but in dozens of other sports as
well. Texas Sports celebrates more than a century of achievements in a day-by-day record of the
people and events—both unforgettable and little-known—that have made Texas a powerhouse in the
world of sports. Chad S. Conine packs a wealth of sports facts and stories into 366 days. He ranges
from firsts such as UT's first football game (an 1893 win against Dallas University Football Club) to
peak moments such as Earl Campbell running through defenders, Nolan Ryan throwing heat past
baffled batters, and Babe Didrickson Zaharias winning the Western Open golf championship for the
fourth time. Conine covers more than twenty-five sports and all levels from high school to
professional, reminding us that if Texas had never seen a pigskin or a backboard, its sports legacy
would still be secure. With a winning combination of victories and heartbreaks, men's and women's
sports, and all regions of the state, Texas Sports is a must-read for all sports fans and trivia buffs.

texas tech quarterbacks: Patrick Mahomes - Die unglaubliche Geschichte des NFL-Superstars
Daniel Jensen, Alex von Kuczkowski, 2022-09-06 Der neue Megastar des American Football Der
Quarterback der Kansas City Chiefs hat mit 27 Jahren bereits Geschichte geschrieben. Bereits
zweimal - 2020 und 2023 - fuhrte der geburtige Texaner als MVP (Most Valuable Player) der NFL
sein Team zum Triumph im Super Bowl. Als bestbezahlter Sportler der Welt kann er bis 2032
unfassbare 500 Millionen Dollar Gehalt kassieren. Wer ist dieser Patrick Mahomes? Wie ist der Sohn
eines Baseball-Profis zu dem geworden, der er ist? Wie verlief seine Kindheit in Texas, seine
Karriere am College, sein Einstieg in die NFL? Wie tickt er privat? Und: Was muss man alles uber
die Kansas City Chiefs wissen, die 2023 ihr erstes NFL-Game in Deutschland spielen werden? Dieses
Buch nimmt uns mit in die schillernde Welt des NFL-Footballs und erzahlt das Leben eines
amerikanischen Ausnahmeathleten. Ein Muss fiir alle American-Football-Fans, eine hochspannende
Lekture fur sportbegeisterte Leserinnen und Leser. Der beste Spielmacher der Gegenwart
Stddeutsche Zeitung

texas tech quarterbacks: Collier's , 1951-10

texas tech quarterbacks: The Perfect Pass S. C. Gwynne, 2017-09-05 New York Times
bestselling, award-winning historian S.C. Gwynne tells the incredible story of how Hal Mumme and
Mike Leach--two unknown coaches who revolutionized American football in the 1980s, 1990s and
2000s--changed the way the game is played at every level, from high school to the NFL--

texas tech quarterbacks: Razor Thin: The Difference Between Winning and Losing Luis
Valdes, 2012-08-27 This book is about excellence. Winners and champions are fascinating. Whether
you are an athlete, a performance artist, or an ambitious businessman, this book is written for you. It
is about the hard work and tenacity involved in winning and achieving greatness. Attaining success
is difficult, few are able to achieve it, and fewer still are able to sustain it. This book looks at the
greatest athletes and teams of our time and identifies the critical factors in their success. Many
books discuss the personality factors involved in success, this book identifies the specific behaviors
that make a champion.

texas tech quarterbacks: The Weeks and Months of Sport David Faris, 2010 A guide to the
unique sports personality of each week and month of the year. -- Cover.

texas tech quarterbacks: Rebel Run Clarion-Ledger (Jackson, Miss.), 2004 The 2003 Ole Miss
Rebels turned in one of the most memorable seasons in the past 30 years, capped off with a victory
over Oklahoma State in the Cotton Bowl. Led by star quarterback Eli Manning, David Cutcliffe's
team finished the regular season with a 10-3 record and tied for first in the SEC West Division. Rebel
Run follows Ole Miss from preseason practice through their January trip to Dallas. All stories come
from the files of The Clarion-Ledger. Packed with nearly 150 full-color photos!

texas tech quarterbacks: Patrick Mahomes: NFL Sensation James Monson, 2019-08-01 Patrick
Mahomes: NFL Sensation takes a closer look at one of the NFL's brightest stars, the son of a former



Major League Baseball pitcher who broke records and blew away competitors during his first year
as a starting quarterback for the Kansas City Chiefs. Features include a timeline, a glossary, further
readings, websites, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated
to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.

texas tech quarterbacks: Swing Your Sword Mike Leach, 2011-07-07 Newly-minted
Mississippi State head coach Mike Leach tells his captivating story--from rural Wyoming to law
school to the upper echelons of the SEC. SWING YOUR SWORD is the first ever book by one of the
most fascinating and successful coaches in sports today. A maverick who took an unlikely path to
coaching through law school, Mike Leach talks about his unorthodox approach to coaching and the
choices that have brought him success throughout his career. A lover of the game who started
creating formations and drawing his own plays as a kid, Leach took his Texas Tech Red Raiders to
numerous bowl games, achieving the #2 slot in national rankings and being voted 2008 Coach of the
Year before being unceremoniously fired at the end of the 2009 season. The scandalous nature of his
dismissal created a media frenzy and began a personal battle between Leach and his accusers that
remains unresolved.

texas tech quarterbacks: Rocket Men John Eisenberg, 2023-09-05 An acclaimed sportswriter
offers an inside look at the Black quarterbacks whose skill and grit transformed the NFL In Rocket
Men, John Eisenberg offers the definitive history of Black quarterbacks in the NFL—men who
shaped not only the history of football but the cause of civil rights in America. From early pioneers
like Fritz Pollard to groundbreaking modern standouts like Marlin Briscoe and James “Shack”
Harris, Black quarterbacks had to be twice as good as their white counterparts to get playing
time—and even then, many never got that chance. That didn’t begin to change in earnest until the
1990s and the 2000s, when racist notions about what Black quarterbacks supposedly couldn’t do
began to fade, paving the way for today’s stars like Patrick Mahomes and Lamar Jackson. Drawing
on deep historical research and exclusive interviews with Black quarterbacks and players, coaches,
and talent evaluators who have worked alongside them, Rocket Men is a celebration of the athletes
and activists who transformed the game.

texas tech quarterbacks: Dave Campbell's Favorite Texas College Football Stories Dave
Campbell, 2019-02-14 A Texas sports legend, Dave Campbell started his annual fall football preview
magazine, Dave Campbell’s Texas Football, in 1960. Widely referred to as “the bible” by coaches,
fans, and sportswriters, the magazine’s July arrival in supermarkets, convenience stores, and
sporting goods suppliers across Texas is a yearly event eagerly awaited by thousands of high school
and college football players and their families, friends, and fans. In Dave Campbell’s Favorite Texas
College Football Stories, Campbell has gathered columns and articles about those college contests
he considers the all-time greatest over the course of his career, from 1953 and continuing through
2016. Accounts of storied players, classic rivalries, revered coaches, and unforgettable games are
illustrated with historic photographs of athletes, teams, and on-the-field action. Readers will relish
this guided tour of Texas collegiate football history, presented by a writer who is a walking trove of
Lone Star sports lore. Dave Campbell’s Favorite Texas College Football Stories, which also features
full-color reproductions of more than five decades of magazine covers, is sure to become a
collector’s item for Texas football fans of all ages. Seasoned enthusiasts will delight in reliving their
favorite pigskin memories, and younger readers will enjoy experiencing this press-box view of the
state’s gridiron greats.

texas tech quarterbacks: Wildcats to Powercats Mark Stallard, 2000-09 Hundreds of
questions, facts and photos about the players, coaches, and games of the Kansas State University
football team.

texas tech quarterbacks: Now You Know Absolutely Everything Doug Lennox, 2013-12-06 This
bundle presents Doug Lennox’s popular trivia book series in its entirety. These books will provide
years and years of fun, with countless questions to be asked and tons of knowledge to be learned.
The books cover general trivia but also such topics as sports (baseball, hockey, football, golf, soccer,
among others), Christmas and the Bible, disasters and harsh weather, royal figures, crime and



criminology, important people in Canada’s history, and so much more! Along the way we find out the
answers to such questions as: Why do the British drive on the left and North Americans on the right?
What football team was named after a Burt Reynolds character? Who started the first forensics
laboratory? Which member of the British royal family competed at the Olympics? Lennox’s
exhaustive series is fun for all ages. Includes Now You Know Now You Know More Now You Know
Almost Everything Now You Know, Volume 4 Now You Know Big Book of Answers Now You Know
Christmas Now You Know Big Book of Answers 2 Now You Know Golf Now You Know Hockey Now
You Know Soccer Now You Know Football Now You Know Big Book of Sports Now You Know
Baseball Now You Know Crime Scenes Now You Know Extreme Weather Now You Know Disasters
Now You Know Pirates Now You Know Royalty Now You Know Canada’s Heroes Now You Know The
Bible

texas tech quarterbacks: Now You Know Football Doug Lennox, 2009-08-24 It's easy to be a
Monday-morning quarterback, but the true football fan has the answers all week long. Doug Lennox,
the all-pro of Q&A, leads the drive as he tells us why a touchdown is worth six points, who first
decided to pick up the ball and throw it, and how a children's toy changed the sport's biggest
championship. Along the way we'll meet players great and not-so-great and encounter the various
leagues that have come and gone throughout the world. Why is the sport called football? Who first
used the term sack? Why did one American president consider banning football? What football team
was named after a Burt Reynolds character? Why are footballs shaped the way they are? How many
times have NFL and CFL teams squared off? Which came first - the Ottawa Rough Riders or the
Saskatchewan Roughriders? Whose Super Bowl ring is a size 25?

texas tech quarterbacks: The 50 Greatest Players in Kansas City Chiefs History Robert
W. Cohen, 2020-10-28 In The 50 Greatest Players in Kansas City Chiefs History, sports historian
Robert W. Cohen ranks the top 50 players ever to perform for one of the NFL's most historic
franchises. This work includes quotes from the subjects themselves and former teammates, photos,
recaps of memorable performances and greatest individual seasons, as well as a statistical summary
of each player's career with the Chiefs. The Chiefs' best are profiled here in what is bound to be a
much discussed book among the team's broad fan base. An added bonus are the honorable mentions,
the next 25 players who have contributed to the Chiefs' astounding run as one of America's great
sports teams.

texas tech quarterbacks: et , 1994-01-17 The weekly source of African American political and
entertainment news.

texas tech quarterbacks: More than a Game Brian Billick, Michael MacCambridge,
2009-09-08 Today's National Football League is more successful, more exciting, and more popular
than ever. But the game in the twenty-first century is also ruled by a constant quest for more money.
Super Bowl-winning head coach Brian Billick's More Than a Game examines how the relentless
competition off the field affects the game on the field, and what it means for the future of America's
most popular sport. One of the NFL's most successful leaders, Billick coached the Baltimore Ravens
from 1999 to 2007, leading his team to victory in Super Bowl XXXV in 2001. With nearly two
decades in the league, and now a Fox game analyst and NFL Network contributor, Billick has
experienced the league's enormous pressure to win as well as seen what happens to those who don't.
Following the 2007 season, he took a step back from the coaching life and decided to spend a season
examining the game he loved so much from other perspectives. Collaborating with Michael
MacCambridge (whose book America's Game is regarded as the definitive modern history of the
NFL), he delved into the NFL from every possible angle, spending time with people at every level of
the game. More Than a Game explains how the spectacle that dominates fall weekends in America
works, and why it has served all of football's interest groups -- owners players, and fans alike -- so
well over the years. We get a glimpse of the changing profile and increased influence of the league's
owners. We come to better understand the pressure that players are under to perform for their team
and for themselves and their future contracts. We see the challenge facing NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell, who must balance the concerns of owners, players, sponsors, the league's television



network partners, and the fans, whose devotion and dollars make the entire enterprise possible.
Along the way, we see how the financial forces are exerting themselves on every level, working their
way into the essence of the game itself. Billick takes the measure of new offensive and defensive
strategies, explains refined scouting and team-building methods, and focuses on the elusive quest
for the franchise quarterback that can make or break careers. Packed with the privileged knowledge
that comes from a true NFL insider, More Than a Game is more than a look inside the complex
system that is pro football. It's an attempt to understand why the game is so compelling, and what it
will take to keep it that way. Complete with important developments in the 2009 off-season, the book
stands as an absolute must-read for NFL fans.
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