
traditional malayalam myths
traditional malayalam myths have long captivated the imagination of Kerala’s people, weaving
together ancient folklore, spiritual beliefs, and cultural practices unique to the region. In this
comprehensive article, we delve into the rich tapestry of traditional Malayalam myths, exploring their
origins, major categories, and enduring influence on society and daily life. Readers will discover
legendary characters, mystical creatures, and supernatural events that form the backbone of
Malayalam oral tradition. The article also examines the role of traditional myths in festivals,
performing arts, and rituals, providing detailed insights into how these stories have shaped and
continue to impact Kerala’s cultural identity. Whether you are a researcher, student, or enthusiast,
this guide offers an authoritative and engaging exploration of the timeless world of traditional
Malayalam myths.
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Origins and Evolution of Malayalam Myths

Traditional Malayalam myths have their roots in Kerala’s ancient history, blending indigenous tribal
beliefs with influences from Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism. These myths evolved through centuries
of oral storytelling, temple rituals, and folk performances. The region’s geographical isolation, lush
landscapes, and vibrant community life provided fertile ground for the creation of unique mythologies.

The evolution of Malayalam myths is closely linked to the migration of various communities and the
assimilation of their legends. Early myths often centered around nature spirits, local deities, and
legendary heroes who protected villages from calamities. Over time, these stories were adapted to
reflect changing social values, incorporating elements from Sanskrit literature and pan-Indian epics
such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Today, traditional Malayalam myths serve as a living bridge
between Kerala’s past and present, connecting generations through shared narratives and cultural
heritage.



Major Categories of Traditional Malayalam Myths

Traditional Malayalam myths fall into several broad categories, each with distinct themes and
narrative structures. These categories reflect the diversity of Kerala’s cultural landscape and the
multifaceted nature of its mythological traditions.

Creation Myths and Cosmic Tales

Creation myths in Malayalam folklore explain the origins of the universe, earth, and human beings.
Stories often feature primordial gods and cosmic battles, such as the legend of Parasurama, who is
believed to have reclaimed Kerala from the sea by throwing his axe. These tales blend spiritual
symbolism with explanations for natural phenomena, providing a foundation for other mythological
narratives.

Heroic Legends and Folk Heroes

Heroic legends are a central part of Malayalam mythology, celebrating the bravery and virtue of
legendary figures. Characters like Naranath Bhranthan, the mad philosopher of Kerala, and Aromal
Chekavar, the valiant warrior from the Vadakkan Pattukal ballads, embody the ideals of wisdom,
strength, and justice. Their stories continue to inspire local communities and are immortalized in
songs, poems, and temple art.

Myths of Deities and Divine Intervention

Many Malayalam myths revolve around local deities and their miraculous interventions in human
affairs. Gods and goddesses such as Bhagavathy, Lord Ayyappa, and Yakshi are central to these
stories, often depicted as protectors, healers, or avengers. Divine myths are closely tied to temple
rituals and festivals, reinforcing the spiritual connection between the community and its pantheon.

Ghost Stories and Supernatural Folklore

Supernatural myths involving ghosts, spirits, and mysterious creatures are widespread in Malayalam
tradition. Tales of Yakshi, Chathan, and Odiyan describe encounters with spectral beings and shape-
shifters that haunt villages and forests. These stories serve as cautionary tales, reinforcing social
norms and instilling respect for the unknown.

Creation myths explain the universe’s origins.

Heroic legends celebrate folk heroes.



Myths of deities involve divine intervention.

Ghost stories focus on supernatural beings.

Famous Legendary Figures and Folktales

Kerala’s folklore is filled with legendary figures whose exploits are celebrated in traditional Malayalam
myths. These characters are often immortalized in ballads, temple murals, and folk performances,
forming an integral part of the region’s narrative heritage.

Vadakkan Pattukal Ballads

The Vadakkan Pattukal, or Northern Ballads, recount the stories of fierce warriors and cunning
heroines from North Kerala. Aromal Chekavar, Unniyarcha, and Chandu are among the most
prominent figures, known for their martial skills, loyalty, and tragic fates. These ballads blend
historical events with mythological elements, creating larger-than-life characters that continue to
inspire local pride.

Naranath Bhranthan: The Eccentric Sage

Naranath Bhranthan, a philosopher renowned for his unconventional wisdom, is a popular figure in
Malayalam myths. His story, which involves rolling stones up a hill only to let them fall, is interpreted
as a metaphor for life’s futility and the pursuit of enlightenment. Naranath’s antics are celebrated in
folklore for their depth and humor, challenging listeners to reflect on broader philosophical themes.

Parayi Petta Panthirukulam

The legend of Parayi Petta Panthirukulam tells of Vararuchi, a scholar who fathered twelve children
with a woman from the Paraya community. Each child went on to found distinct clans and professions
in Kerala, symbolizing the region’s social diversity and unity. This myth highlights the importance of
inclusion and the acceptance of varied identities within Malayalam culture.

Mythical Creatures and Supernatural Beings

Traditional Malayalam myths feature a colorful array of mythical creatures and supernatural beings
that populate the region’s forests, rivers, and villages. These entities play crucial roles in shaping local
beliefs and customs.



Yakshi: The Enchanting Spirit

Yakshi is a female spirit known for her beauty and supernatural powers. While she is sometimes
portrayed as benevolent, popular myths often depict Yakshi as a vengeful ghost who haunts lonely
travelers. Her stories are used to warn against venturing into dangerous places at night and to explain
inexplicable events.

Odiyan: The Shape-Shifting Trickster

Odiyan is a legendary creature capable of shape-shifting and casting illusions. Odiyan myths are
especially prevalent in North Kerala, where these beings are believed to use magical powers to
frighten or harm enemies. The tales of Odiyan reflect societal fears and the enduring belief in mystical
forces.

Chathan: The Mischievous Familiar

Chathan is a mischievous spirit, often invoked in black magic rituals and folk healing practices. Myths
about Chathan highlight his ability to grant wishes, cause misfortune, or protect devotees from harm.
These stories illustrate the complex relationship between humans and the supernatural in Malayalam
folklore.

Role of Myths in Kerala’s Festivals and Rituals

The influence of traditional Malayalam myths is evident in the vibrant festivals and rituals celebrated
across Kerala. These cultural events draw heavily from mythological themes, reinforcing communal
bonds and spiritual beliefs.

Temple Festivals and Mythical Reenactments

Major temple festivals such as Thrissur Pooram, Theyyam, and Padayani are rooted in mythological
stories. Rituals often involve the reenactment of battles, divine interventions, and ancestral legends.
These performances serve to honor deities, invoke blessings, and preserve ancient traditions for
future generations.

Onam: The Legend of King Mahabali

Onam, Kerala’s most iconic festival, is based on the myth of King Mahabali, a beloved ruler who was
exiled to the netherworld by Lord Vishnu. The festival celebrates Mahabali’s annual visit to his people,
symbolizing unity, prosperity, and the cycle of renewal. Onam traditions include elaborate feasts,



floral decorations, and folk games, all inspired by mythological motifs.

Influence of Myths on Malayalam Performing Arts

Traditional Malayalam myths have had a profound impact on the region’s performing arts, shaping
the themes, narratives, and aesthetics of various art forms.

Kathakali: Dance-Drama of Mythological Epics

Kathakali, Kerala’s renowned dance-drama, draws extensively from mythological stories such as the
Ramayana, Mahabharata, and local legends. The art form uses elaborate costumes, expressive
gestures, and stylized movements to portray divine heroes, villains, and supernatural events.
Kathakali performances serve as a visual celebration of Malayalam myths, making them accessible to
diverse audiences.

Theyyam: Ritual Performance of Divine Myths

Theyyam is a ritualistic performance art practiced in North Kerala, where artists transform into
mythological deities and ancestral spirits. Theyyam embodies local myths, recounting stories of gods,
heroes, and supernatural beings through music, dance, and elaborate makeup. This art form is
integral to temple festivals and community life, reinforcing the spiritual significance of traditional
Malayalam myths.

Contemporary Relevance and Preservation of
Malayalam Myths

Traditional Malayalam myths continue to play a vital role in shaping Kerala’s cultural identity and
values. While modern lifestyles and global influences pose challenges to the preservation of oral
traditions, efforts are underway to document and revive these stories through literature, cinema, and
academic research.

Local storytellers, folklore scholars, and artists are actively involved in collecting and interpreting
myths for contemporary audiences. Schools and cultural organizations promote the study of
Malayalam myths, ensuring their transmission to younger generations. These initiatives help
safeguard Kerala’s intangible heritage, allowing the timeless world of traditional myths to thrive in a
rapidly changing society.

Questions & Answers about Traditional Malayalam Myths



Q: What are traditional Malayalam myths?
A: Traditional Malayalam myths are ancient stories, legends, and folklore originating from Kerala,
India. They encompass tales about deities, heroes, supernatural beings, and cosmic events, passed
down through generations via oral traditions and cultural performances.

Q: Who are some famous figures in Malayalam mythology?
A: Notable figures include Aromal Chekavar and Unniyarcha from the Vadakkan Pattukal ballads,
Naranath Bhranthan the mad philosopher, and King Mahabali, whose legend is central to the Onam
festival.

Q: What role do mythical creatures play in Malayalam
folklore?
A: Mythical creatures like Yakshi, Odiyan, and Chathan serve as symbols of supernatural power and
cautionary tales. Their stories are used to explain mysterious events, instill respect for the unknown,
and reinforce social norms.

Q: How are Malayalam myths preserved today?
A: Malayalam myths are preserved through oral storytelling, literature, performing arts such as
Kathakali and Theyyam, and initiatives by cultural organizations and academic researchers dedicated
to documenting folklore.

Q: What is the significance of Onam in Malayalam mythology?
A: Onam is a major festival that celebrates the legendary King Mahabali’s annual visit to Kerala. It
symbolizes unity, prosperity, and the cycle of life, drawing heavily from mythological motifs.

Q: How do Malayalam myths influence local festivals?
A: Many Kerala festivals are rooted in mythological stories, featuring ritual reenactments,
performances, and symbolic acts that honor deities, heroes, and ancestral spirits.

Q: What are the main categories of traditional Malayalam
myths?
A: The main categories include creation myths, heroic legends, myths of deities, and supernatural
folklore involving ghosts and spirits.

Q: Why is Kathakali important in preserving Malayalam



myths?
A: Kathakali is a classical dance-drama that portrays characters and stories from Malayalam myths,
helping to keep ancient legends alive through visual storytelling.

Q: What is the legend of Parayi Petta Panthirukulam?
A: This legend recounts the story of Vararuchi and his twelve children, who became founders of
different clans and professions in Kerala, symbolizing social diversity and unity.

Q: Are traditional Malayalam myths still relevant in modern
society?
A: Yes, these myths continue to influence Kerala’s cultural identity, values, and social practices, and
are actively preserved through education, arts, and community initiatives.
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  traditional malayalam myths: English and the Indian Short Story Mohan Ramanan, Pingali
Sailaja, 2000 The essays in this volume seek to explore the genre of the short story in India and its
relationship with English language and literature. Various aspects of the question are taken up the
impact of colonialism; the way English has shaped (or not) short story writing; why, how and in what
contexts English words are used, feminist perspectives in the writings of women; the Indian
diaspora; the teaching of the short story to Indian students and so on.
  traditional malayalam myths: National experiences with the protection of expressions of
folklore/traditional cultural expressions : India, Indonesia and the Philippines P. V. Valsala G. Kutty,
World Intellectual Property Organization, 2002 This is one of a series of Studies dealing with
intellectual property and genetic resources, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural
expressions/folklore. The objectives of this Study were to examine how effective protection of
folklore is being achieved in India, Indonesia and the Philippines so as to derive directions for future
work in this field and also to assess the relevance of the Model Provisions drawn up for framing
legislation in these countries.
  traditional malayalam myths: South Asian Folklore Peter Claus, Sarah Diamond, Margaret
Mills, 2020-10-28 With 600 signed, alphabetically organized articles covering the entirety of folklore
in South Asia, this new resource includes countries and regions, ethnic groups, religious concepts
and practices, artistic genres, holidays and traditions, and many other concepts. A preface
introduces the material, while a comprehensive index, cross-references, and black and white
illustrations round out the work. The focus on south Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, with short survey articles on Tibet, Bhutan, Sikkim, and various diaspora
communities. This unique reference will be invaluable for collections serving students, scholars, and
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the general public.
  traditional malayalam myths: Encyclopedia of Jewish Folklore and Traditions Raphael Patai,
2015-03-26 This multicultural reference work on Jewish folklore, legends, customs, and other
elements of folklife is the first of its kind.
  traditional malayalam myths: The Encyclopaedia Of Indian Literature (Volume Two) (Devraj
To Jyoti) Amaresh Datta, 2006 A Major Activity Of The Sahitya Akademi Is The Preparation Of An
Encyclopaedia Of Indian Literature. The Venture, Covering Twenty-Two Languages Of India, Is The
First Of Its Kind. Written In English, The Encyclopaedia Gives A Comprehensive Idea Of The Growth
And Development Of Indian Literature. The Entries On Authors, Books And General Topics Have
Been Tabulated By The Concerned Advisory Boards And Finalised By A Steering Committee.
Hundreds Of Writers All Over The Country Contributed Articles On Various Topics. The
Encyclopaedia, Planned As A Six-Volume Project, Has Been Brought Out. The Sahitya Akademi
Embarked Upon This Project In Right Earnest In 1984. The Efforts Of The Highly Skilled And
Professional Editorial Staff Started Showing Results And The First Volume Was Brought Out In
1987. The Second Volume Was Brought Out In 1988, The Third In 1989, The Fourth In 1991, The
Fifth In 1992, And The Sixth Volume In 1994. All The Six Volumes Together Include Approximately
7500 Entries On Various Topics, Literary Trends And Movements, Eminent Authors And Significant
Works. The First Three Volume Were Edited By Prof. Amaresh Datta, Fourth And Fifth Volume By
Mohan Lal And Sixth Volume By Shri K.C.Dutt.
  traditional malayalam myths: A Monsoon Feast: Short stories to celebrate the cultures of
Kerala and Singapore Shashi Tharoor, 2012-11-01 Across the seas, the winds blow between two
lands, whispering back and forth what is seen, heard, tasted, smelt, felt in each place: the green
trees, the tropical heat, the lush rain, the peoples of enterprise and culture, the aromas of different
flavours and more. A Monsoon Feast is the point at which these winds intermingle, their
conversation celebrating the best of what Singapore and Kerala (India) have to offer. A Monsoon
Feast comprises seven short stories by renowned writers from Kerala and Singapore that provide
deep insights on the various concerns and ways of life of both communities. The collection, featuring
a foreword by author and poet Professor Kirpal Singh, includes stories by well-known author Shashi
Tharoor, Commonwealth Writers’ Prize-winning author of twelve books, including The Great Indian
Novel, and inaugural Singapore Literature Prize winner and popular author Suchen Christine Lim.
Also featured are works by authors Felix Cheong, Jaishree Misra, O Thiam Chin, Anjali Menon and
Verena Tay. A unique literary collaboration, A Monsoon Feast intimately connects the reader to the
heart of two similar and yet different cultures.
  traditional malayalam myths: Myths and Places Shonaleeka Kaul, 2023-06-23 This volume
explores the dialogic relationship between myths and places in the historically, geographically, and
culturally diverse context of India. Given its ambiguous relationship with ‘facts’ and empirical
reality, myth has suffered an uncertain status in the field of professional history, with the latter’s
preference for scientifism over more creative orders of representation. Myths and Places
rehabilitates myth, not as history’s primeval ‘Other’, nor as an instrument of socio-religious
propagation, but as communitarian mechanisms by which societies made sense of themselves and
their world. It argues that myths helped communities fashion their identities and their
habitat/habitus, and were fashioned by these in turn. This book explores diverse forms of territorial
becoming and belonging in a grassroots approach from across India, studying them in culturally
sensitive ways to recover local life-worlds and their self-understanding. Further, challenging the
stereotypical bracketing of the mythical with the sacred and the material with the historical, the
multidisciplinary essays in the book examine myth in relation to not only religion but other historical
phenomena such as ecology, ethnicity, urbanism, mercantilism, migration, politics, tourism, art,
philosophy, performance, and the everyday. This book will be of interest to scholars and general
readers of Indian history, regional studies, cultural geography, mythology, religious studies, and
anthropology.
  traditional malayalam myths: Stories of the Soil Nirupama Dutt, 2010 A story of the Soil is a



collection of over forty classic Punjabi short stories. Combining a rich oral tradition of kissas with
tropes from Western literature, Punjabi short-story writers have developed their own unique way of
portraying love, longing, ecstasy and malice. Spanning a century, these stories talk of life in the
village and the town. There are haunting tales about Partition like 'A Matter of Faith' by Gulzar
Singh Sandhu where a horrible tragedy is viewed through the eyes of a child. Along with sensitive
accounts of life from across the border in Pakistan are tales by the Dalits who until recently had
been rendered voiceless. Amrita Pritam's 'The Vault', a metaphor for a barren womb, explores the
identity of a Punjabi woman while stories like Surjit Birdi's 'Flies' reveals the concerns faced by the
Punjabi diaspora. Translated and edited by Nirupama Dutt, these carefully selected stories reflect
every aspect of life in the land of five rivers.
  traditional malayalam myths: The Forever Green Lore and Legends of Kerala Sreekumari
Ramachandran, 2025-09-30 Dive into the enchanting world of The Forever Green Lore and Legends
of Kerala, where history and mysticism intertwine to create a tapestry of cultural heritage that is
both vibrant and timeless. This book is a heartfelt journey through Kerala's rich traditions and
folklore, offering readers a glimpse into the soul of this captivating region. Each chapter is a
doorway to the past, revealing stories of divine interventions and miraculous events that have
shaped Kerala's identity. Experience the thrill of the legendary snake boat races of Vanchippattu and
the spiritual fervour of Villadichan Pattu performances. Feel the divine presence in tales of
Karuppaswamy's possession and the sacred timber of Aranmula Temple, where faith and devotion
transcend the ordinary. Through vivid storytelling and meticulous research, The Forever Green Lore
and Legends of Kerala celebrates the enduring spirit of its people. It is a tribute to the profound
devotion of individuals like Poonthanam Nambudiri and Gouri, whose spiritual journeys offer a
glimpse into the deep-rooted faith that permeates Kerala's culture. This book is a must-read for
anyone captivated by the intersection of history, spirituality, and cultural traditions. Whether you
are a history enthusiast, a lover of folklore, or someone seeking spiritual narratives, it promises to
transport you to a world where the past is alive and the spirit of Kerala shines brightly.
  traditional malayalam myths: THE MAR THOMA STORY John Thomas, 2020-12-02 The epic
of the apostle St. Thomas is reported in this treatise. The traditional tale tells an unacceptable story
without credibility and relevance to the reality of how Jesus and His apostles preached—to whom,
when, where and why hearers left their earlier faith to become the first believers in the faith, which
has since come to be known as Christianity in spite of all the resistance, persecutions and tortures
these believers had to endure, suffer and die cruel deaths for. Then there are the enduring
unassailable facts—a people on the west Malabar coast of Peninsular India, the Syrian Christians,
claiming from the very beginning of their existence of having been Christianised only by the
testimony and witness of the apostle to their ancestors, and a tomb on the east Coromandel Coast of
peninsular India at Mylapore, forlorn and without any local devotees (until the coming of the
Portuguese), that has always been known and claimed to be the only burial place of the apostle.
Then it has to be critically evaluated, why among the apostles, St. Thomas alone travelled about
7000 km east and south of Palestine (in a direction away from the travels and mission of all other
apostles), traversing desert and ocean to preach only to two similar communities at two seaports at
Muziris and Mylapore on either side of peninsular India. This is the enigmatic and perplexing matter
thoroughly researched, analysed, evaluated and reported in this book and treatise. The book finally
arrives at the factors that led to the success of the apostle’s mission at the seaport of Muziris.
  traditional malayalam myths: Narrative Sculpture and Literary Traditions in South and
Southeast Asia Marijke J. Klokke, 2022-06-13 The question “how has ancient India’s incredibly rich
literary heritage been visually represented” forms the centerpiece of this latest volume in Brill’s
series Studies in Asian Art and Archaeology. Due to the overwhelming impression made by the texts
themselves, the relationship between text and image has until now never received the attention it
deserves. Numerous temples, though, not only in South Asia, but also in Southeast Asia carry the
images of India’s great narratives. Special attention is given to those in Karnataka (India), Java
(Indonesia), Angkor (Cambodia), and Tra Kieu (Vietnam). The work discusses theoretical aspects,



provides new interpretations, and proposes innovative interpretations through advanced
comparative and contextual approaches.
  traditional malayalam myths: South Asian Folklore in Transition Frank J. Korom, Leah K.
Lowthorp, 2020-05-21 The Indian Subcontinent has been at the centre of folklore inquiry since the
19th century, yet, while much attention was paid to India by early scholars, folkloristic interest in
the region waned over time until it virtually disappeared from the research agendas of scholars
working in the discipline of folklore and folklife. This fortunately changed in the 1980s when a newly
energized group of younger scholars, who were interested in a variety of new approaches that went
beyond the textual interface, returned to folklore as an untapped resource in South Asian Studies.
This comprehensive volume further reinvigorates the field by providing fresh studies and new
models both for studying the “lore” and the “life” of everyday people in the region, as well as their
engagement with the world at large. By bringing Muslims, material culture, diasporic horizons,
global interventions and politics to bear on South Asian folklore studies, the authors hope to
stimulate more dialogue across theoretical and geographical borders to infuse the study of the
Indian Subcontinent’s cultural traditions with a new sense of relevance that will be of interest not
only to areal specialists but also to folklorists and anthropologists in general. This book was
originally published as a special issue of South Asian History and Culture.
  traditional malayalam myths: Reading Contemporary Environmental Justice R. Sreejith
Varma, 2023-07-14 This volume investigates 11 contemporary environmental justice narratives from
Kerala, the south-western state in India. Introducing a detailed review of environmental literature in
Malayalam, the selected eco-narratives are presented through two key literary genres: life
narratives and novels, conveying the socio-environmental pressures, problems, and anxieties of
modern, globalising Kerala. This text also entails primary investigations of ‘toxic fictions’ and
‘extractivist fictions,’ including Malayalam novels that narrate the disastrous consequences of the
permeation of toxic pollutants in human and ecosystemic bodies, and novels that chronicle the
impact of exploitative mining activities on the environment. All eco-narratives analysed in the book
exhibit the familiar pattern of the Global South environmental narratives, namely, a close
imbrication of the ecological and social spheres. Reading Contemporary Environmental Justice
argues that these selected eco-texts offer inspiring scenarios where the subaltern people show
thantedam, or courage, to claim thante idam, one’s own space in society and on the Earth. This
volume will be essential for those looking to expand their understanding of environmental justice
and the harmful effects of development and modernisation.
  traditional malayalam myths: Ramayana Stories in Modern South India Paula Richman,
2008-03-06 Fresh perspectives on the classic Indiana epic.
  traditional malayalam myths: Culture-Bound Syndromes in Popular Culture Cringuta
Irina Pelea, 2023-11-30 This volume explores culture-bound syndromes, defined as a pattern of
symptoms (mental, physical, and/or relational) experienced only by members of a specific cultural
group and recognized as a disorder by members of those groups, and their coverage in popular
culture. Encompassing a wide range of popular culture genres and mediums – from film and TV to
literature, graphic novels, and anime – the chapters offer a dynamic mix of approaches to analyze
how popular culture has engaged with specific culture-bound syndromes such as hwabyung,
hikikomori, taijin kyofusho, zou huo ru mo, sati, amok, Cuban hysteria, voodoo death, and others.
Spanning a global and interdisciplinary remit, this first-of-its-kind anthology will allow scholars and
students of popular culture, media and film studies, comparative literature, medical humanities,
cultural psychiatry, and philosophy to explore simultaneously a diversity of popular cultures and
culturally rooted mental health disorders.
  traditional malayalam myths: A History of Indian Literature: 1911-1956, struggle for freedom
: triumph and tragedy Sisir Kumar Das, 2005 Presents the Indian literatures, not in isolation in one
another, but as related components in a larger complex, conspicuous by the existence of age-old
multilingualism and a variety of literary traditions. --
  traditional malayalam myths: Indian Feminist Ecocriticism Nicole Anae, Douglas A. Vakoch,



2022-08-08 Following Françoise d’Eaubonne’s creation of the term “ecofeminism” in 1974, scholars
around the world have explored ways that the degradation of the environment and the subjugation
of women are linked. In the nearly three decades since the publication of the classical work
Ecofeminism by Maria Mies and Vandana Shiva in 1993, several collections have appeared that
apply ecofeminism to literary criticism, also known as feminist ecocriticism. The most recent of these
include anthologies that emphasize international perspectives, furthering the comparative task
launched by Mies and Shiva. To date, however, there have been no books devoted to gaining a
broad-based understanding of feminist ecocriticism in India, understood in its own terms. Our new
volume Indian Feminist Ecocriticism offers a survey of literature as seen through an ecofeminist lens
by Indian scholars, which places contemporary literary analysis through a sampling of its diverse
languages and in the context of millennia-old mythic traditions of India.
  traditional malayalam myths: Sacred Sites and Sacred Stories Across Cultures David W. Kim,
2021-01-18 This book offers global perspectives from Mediterranean, Asian, Australian, and
American cultures on sacred sites and their related stories in regional history. Contemporary society
witnesses many travelers visiting sacred sites (temples, mountains, castles, churches, houses)
throughout the world. These visits often involve discovery of new historical facts through the origin
stories of the associated tribe, region, or nation. The transmission of oral tradition and myth carries
on the significant meaning of those religious sites. This volume unveils multi-angle perspectives of
symbolic and mystical places. The contributors describe the religio-political experiences of each
regional case, and analyze the religiosity of local people as a lens through which readers can
re-examine the concept of iconography, syncretism, and materialism. In addition, contributors
interpret the growth of new religions as the alternative perspectives of anti-traditional religions.
This new approach offers significant insight into comprehending the practical agony and sorrow of
regional people in the context of contemporary history.
  traditional malayalam myths: Cosmopolitan Cultures and Oceanic Thought Dilip M Menon,
Nishat Zaidi, 2023-03-29 This book imagines the ocean as central to understanding the world and its
connections in history, literature and the social sciences. Introducing the central conceptual
category of ocean as method, it analyzes the histories of movement and traversing across connected
spaces of water and land sedimented in literary texts, folklore, local histories, autobiographies,
music and performance. It explores the constant flow of people, material and ideologies across the
waters and how they make their presence felt in a cosmopolitan thinking of the connections of the
world. Going beyond violent histories of slavery and indenture that generate global connections, it
tracks the movements of sailors, boatmen, religious teachers, merchants, and adventurers. The
essays in this volume summon up this miscegenated history in which land and water are ever linked.
A significant rethinking of world history, this volume will be of great interest to scholars and
researchers of history, especially connected history and maritime history, literature, and Global
South studies.
  traditional malayalam myths: Indian and Japanese Folklore Ramesh Mathur, 真鍋昌弘, 1984
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