
study guide raisin sun
study guide raisin sun is the essential resource for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
Lorraine Hansberry’s groundbreaking play, "A Raisin in the Sun." In this comprehensive article, you’ll
discover everything you need to excel in your studies: from detailed summaries and character
analyses to major themes, historical context, and key quotes. Whether you’re a student preparing for
exams, a teacher developing lesson plans, or a literature enthusiast, this study guide unpacks the
play’s powerful messages about dreams, identity, family, and social change. We’ll also provide
practical tips for analyzing the text, insights into literary devices, and a thorough review of frequently
asked questions. This guide is structured for easy navigation and optimized for readers seeking
authoritative and accessible information on "A Raisin in the Sun." Continue reading for an in-depth
exploration that will enrich your appreciation and understanding of Hansberry’s enduring
masterpiece.
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Summary of "A Raisin in the Sun"
"A Raisin in the Sun," written by Lorraine Hansberry, is a dramatic portrayal of a struggling African
American family living on Chicago's South Side in the 1950s. The play follows the Younger
family—Lena (Mama), her son Walter Lee, Walter’s wife Ruth, their son Travis, and Walter’s sister
Beneatha—as they await a $10,000 life insurance check from the deceased Mr. Younger. Each
member of the family has different aspirations and dreams for how to use the money, leading to
conflict, disappointment, and ultimately, hope. The story explores how their individual and collective
dreams are shaped by race, class, and generational divides. As the family faces critical decisions
about buying a home in a white neighborhood and investing in Walter’s business plans, the play
examines the challenges of upward mobility and the resilience required to pursue a better future.



Main Characters and Their Roles

Lena Younger (Mama)
Mama is the matriarch of the Younger family. She is a strong, nurturing figure who values family unity
and holds traditional values. Mama’s dream is to provide her family with a better life, symbolized by
her desire to buy a house with a garden. Her role is central, as she guides her children with wisdom
and moral integrity.

Walter Lee Younger
Walter is Mama’s son and the protagonist who struggles with his identity as a black man in a
segregated society. He dreams of financial independence through a business venture but feels
trapped by his socioeconomic circumstances. Walter’s journey is one of self-discovery and personal
growth.

Ruth Younger
Ruth is Walter’s wife, a practical and emotionally resilient woman who works as a domestic worker.
She cares deeply for her family and yearns for stability and a better home, showing both vulnerability
and strength in her pursuit of a brighter future.

Beneatha Younger
Beneatha is Walter’s younger sister, an ambitious college student who aspires to become a doctor.
She is intellectually curious, embraces African heritage, and challenges traditional gender roles.
Beneatha’s character embodies the search for identity and self-expression.

Travis Younger
Travis is the young son of Walter and Ruth. As the youngest member, he symbolizes hope and the
future. His presence motivates the family to strive for a better life and provides a reason for their
sacrifices.

Supporting Characters

Joseph Asagai – Beneatha’s Nigerian boyfriend, representing African heritage and pride.

George Murchison – Beneatha’s wealthy suitor, symbolizing assimilation and material success.

Karl Lindner – A representative from the neighborhood association, embodying racial prejudice
and barriers to integration.



Major Themes and Motifs

The American Dream
The pursuit of the American Dream is a central theme in "A Raisin in the Sun." Each character
envisions a different version of success and fulfillment, whether it’s financial security,
homeownership, or personal achievement. The play explores how systemic racism and economic
hardship complicate the path to realizing these dreams.

Race and Discrimination
Racism and segregation are persistent obstacles for the Younger family. The play critically examines
how institutional barriers and prejudice limit opportunities for African Americans, particularly in
housing and employment. The offer from Karl Lindner to buy out the Youngers’ new home highlights
the enduring reality of racial exclusion.

Family and Sacrifice
The importance of family bonds and the sacrifices made for loved ones are woven throughout the
narrative. Mama’s decision to use the insurance money for a house, Ruth’s perseverance, and
Walter’s eventual growth all underscore the theme of familial responsibility and unity.

Identity and Pride
Characters grapple with questions of identity, pride, and self-worth. Beneatha’s exploration of African
heritage and Walter’s struggle for dignity reflect larger issues of cultural identity and personal pride
within the African American community.

Dreams Deferred
The play’s title references Langston Hughes’s poem, which asks, "What happens to a dream
deferred?" The motif of deferred dreams is evident in the characters' frustrations, challenges, and
hopes, serving as a powerful commentary on resilience and perseverance.

Historical and Social Context

Postwar America and Segregation
"A Raisin in the Sun" is set against the backdrop of post-World War II America, a period marked by
widespread segregation and limited opportunities for black families. The play reflects the struggles



faced by African Americans seeking to escape poverty and achieve equality in a racially divided
society.

Redlining and Housing Discrimination
The Younger family’s attempt to move into a predominantly white neighborhood mirrors the real-life
practice of redlining, where minorities were systematically denied mortgages and excluded from
certain areas. Hansberry’s play brings attention to the harsh realities of housing discrimination and
the fight for civil rights.

Women's Roles in the 1950s
The play also addresses the evolving roles of women in the 1950s. Ruth and Beneatha each challenge
traditional expectations in different ways, reflecting the broader societal shifts regarding gender and
family.

Key Quotes and Their Significance
Memorable lines from "A Raisin in the Sun" capture the play’s core messages and emotional depth.
Understanding these quotes enhances comprehension and analysis:

“What happens to a dream deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?” – This line from
Langston Hughes’s poem sets the tone and theme for the play.

“Seem like God didn’t see fit to give the black man nothing but dreams.” – Walter’s reflection
on the limitations placed on African Americans.

“There is always something left to love. And if you ain’t learned that, you ain’t learned nothing.”
– Mama’s wisdom about family and compassion.

“Beneatha: ‘…because it’s life, Mama!’” – Beneatha’s passion for discovery and growth.

“We don’t want your money.” – Walter’s assertion of dignity and rejection of racism when
confronted by Karl Lindner.

Analyzing Literary Devices

Symbolism
Hansberry employs powerful symbols throughout the play. The Younger family’s small apartment
represents their socioeconomic struggles. Mama’s plant symbolizes hope, resilience, and the dream
for a better future. The house they aspire to buy becomes a symbol of progress and the fight against
racial barriers.



Foreshadowing
Foreshadowing is used to build tension and hint at future events, such as the family’s initial optimism
about the insurance money contrasted with the setbacks they encounter.

Irony
The play contains both situational and dramatic irony. For example, the insurance money intended to
bring happiness instead leads to conflict and tough choices, underscoring the unpredictability of life
and dreams.

Imagery and Dialogue
Vivid imagery and authentic dialogue give the play emotional weight and realism. Hansberry’s
language captures the nuances of familial relationships and the social dynamics of the era.

Tips for Studying "A Raisin in the Sun"

Read the play multiple times to grasp its layers of meaning.

Take notes on character development and key events.

Pay attention to recurring themes, motifs, and symbols.

Analyze the historical context and its impact on the characters.

Discuss the play with peers or in study groups to gain different perspectives.

Use key quotes to support your interpretations in essays or exams.

Practice writing analytical responses to sample questions.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section provides clear, concise answers to common questions about "A Raisin in the Sun,"
helping you reinforce your understanding and prepare for assessments.

Q: What is the main message of "A Raisin in the Sun"?
A: The main message is the importance of holding onto dreams and dignity despite societal obstacles
such as racism and economic hardship. The play highlights the power of family, the significance of
identity, and the ongoing struggle for equality.



Q: Why is the play called "A Raisin in the Sun"?
A: The title references Langston Hughes’s poem, which questions what happens to a dream that is
postponed or unfulfilled. It symbolizes the deferred dreams of the Younger family and the impact of
unfulfilled aspirations.

Q: What are the central conflicts in the play?
A: The central conflicts include generational differences, clashes over how to use the insurance
money, racial discrimination, and the struggle between personal ambition and family responsibility.

Q: Who is the protagonist of "A Raisin in the Sun"?
A: Walter Lee Younger is the main protagonist, as the plot centers on his dreams, decisions, and
development. However, the entire Younger family plays crucial roles in the narrative.

Q: How does Lorraine Hansberry use symbolism in the play?
A: Hansberry uses objects like Mama’s plant and the family’s apartment as symbols of hope,
resilience, and the desire for growth despite adversity.

Q: What does the insurance check represent?
A: The insurance check represents both hope and conflict. It is a means to achieve dreams but also a
source of tension as family members have different visions for its use.

Q: How does the play address gender roles?
A: The play explores evolving gender roles through Ruth’s resilience and Beneatha’s ambition to
become a doctor, challenging traditional expectations for women in the 1950s.

Q: What impact did "A Raisin in the Sun" have on American
theatre?
A: The play was groundbreaking as the first Broadway drama written by an African American woman.
It brought African American family life and racial issues to mainstream audiences and remains a
seminal work in American theatre.

Q: How does Mama influence the outcome of the story?
A: Mama’s wisdom, moral authority, and decision to purchase the house shape the family’s future,
demonstrating her pivotal role in holding the family together and guiding their values.



Q: What lesson can readers take from "A Raisin in the Sun"?
A: Readers learn about the significance of hope, perseverance, and standing up for one’s beliefs
despite adversity. The play encourages empathy and understanding of the challenges faced by
marginalized communities.
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College Courses - Online Classes with Videos | Our self-paced, engaging video lessons in math,
science, English, history, and more let you study on your own schedule. Choose a course below and
get started
Subscribe to | Product Page Earn school credit & save money with Study.com's courses. Create
an account today
About - Making Education Accessible There are so many options on Study.com! I can research
almost any subject, delve into it more deeply if I wish, and begin studying at a deeper level right
away
Online Courses, College Classes, & Test Prep Courses - See all of the online college courses
and video lessons that Study.com has to offer including the lowest-cost path to college credit
Online Courses for College Credit, Exam Prep & K-12 | Take online courses on Study.com that
are fun and engaging. Pass exams to earn real college credit. Research schools and degrees to
further your education
Test Prep: Practice Tests, Study Guides, and Courses Prepare for Success Study for your test
with personalized materials that will help you break through
Computer Science Courses - Online Classes with Videos I am in education, and needed to take
an exam to add another credential to my certification. Study.com had the best study guide available
for the money and it is broken up into easy to
- Teacher Certification Test Prep: Praxis, CSET, Explore Study.com's online teacher test prep
resources for aspiring educators. Dive into comprehensive courses, detailed study guides, and
realistic practice exams
What are 's exam policies for college credit courses?   These student-friendly policies make
Study.com an ideal choice for busy adults who need flexibility while earning college credit. Our self-
paced approach allows you to study
Praxis Core Combined Test Prep | Praxis 5652 | Study.com offers realistic practice resources
that can help you save time and stress on test day. Our test prep courses include full-length practice
tests that are just like the real exam
College Courses - Online Classes with Videos | Our self-paced, engaging video lessons in math,
science, English, history, and more let you study on your own schedule. Choose a course below and
get started
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