the monster study

the monster study is one of the most controversial and influential experiments in the history of
speech pathology and psychology. Conducted in 1939, this study explored the effects of positive and
negative speech therapy on children, leaving a lasting impact on both scientific research and ethical
standards. In this comprehensive article, we will examine the origins, methodology, findings, and
aftermath of the monster study, while considering its ethical implications and historical context.
Readers will gain insight into the experiment’s design, the researchers involved, its legacy in speech
therapy, and how it shaped modern approaches to child development and research ethics. Whether
you are a student, educator, or simply curious about one of psychology’s most notorious experiments,
this article provides a thorough overview, using clear and authoritative information optimized for
search engines.
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Overview and Historical Context of the Monster Study

The monster study is a landmark research project initiated in 1939 at the University of lowa. Its
primary goal was to investigate the causes of stuttering and the effects of speech therapy techniques
on children. At the time, stuttering was a misunderstood condition, with limited scientific
understanding and treatment options. The study took place during a period when psychological
experiments often lacked the strict ethical oversight that is standard today. Researchers were eager
to uncover the roots of speech disorders and believed that both environmental and psychological
factors played significant roles. This historical context set the stage for an ambitious experiment,
which would later be criticized for its methodology and treatment of child participants.

The Researchers and Their Motivations



Wendell Johnson: The Lead Investigator

Wendell Johnson, a pioneering speech pathologist and psychologist, led the monster study. Johnson
himself was a person who stuttered, which fueled his passion for understanding and treating speech
disorders. His belief in the environmental influences on stuttering was a driving force behind the
research. Johnson’s innovative approach aimed to move beyond traditional medical models by
emphasizing psychological and social factors.

Mary Tudor and Research Team

Mary Tudor was a graduate student working under Johnson’s supervision. She played a crucial role in
designing and conducting the experiment. The research team consisted of several assistants who
helped select subjects, implement therapy protocols, and record data. Their motivations were rooted
in scientific curiosity, as well as a desire to improve speech therapy outcomes for children. However,
their methods would later be scrutinized for ethical reasons.

Experimental Design and Methodology

Selection of Child Participants

The monster study involved 22 orphaned children from the lowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home. These
children were divided into experimental and control groups, with some having normal speech and
others showing signs of stuttering. The selection process was intended to provide a range of speech
abilities for analysis, but the use of vulnerable orphans raised significant ethical concerns.

Speech Therapy Interventions

Researchers employed two main types of interventions: positive and negative speech therapy.
Children in the positive therapy group received praise and reinforcement for fluent speech, while
those in the negative therapy group were criticized for speech errors and discouraged from speaking.
The goal was to observe whether negative feedback could induce stuttering in children with normal
speech, and if positive reinforcement could help those who stuttered.

Data Collection and Analysis Methods

The researchers meticulously recorded the children’s speech patterns over several months.
Observations included frequency of stuttering, speech anxiety, and changes in self-confidence. Data
was analyzed to determine the impact of each intervention and to draw conclusions about the origins
of stuttering.

e Experimental group: Received negative feedback and criticism

e Control group: Received positive reinforcement or no intervention



e Duration: Several months of observation and therapy

* Assessment: Speech fluency, psychological effects, behavior changes

Results and Key Findings

Induction of Stuttering in Non-Stuttering Children

One of the most disturbing outcomes of the monster study was that children with normal speech who
received negative feedback began to show signs of stuttering. This suggested that environmental
factors, such as criticism and pressure, could contribute to the development of speech disorders.

Impact on Children Who Already Stuttered

Children who were already struggling with stuttering showed little improvement, regardless of
whether they received positive or negative reinforcement. This finding indicated that stuttering is a
complex condition influenced by multiple factors, and that simplistic approaches may be ineffective.

Long-Term Psychological Effects

Several children in the negative therapy group suffered lasting psychological harm, including low self-
esteem, anxiety, and reluctance to speak. These effects persisted long after the study ended,
highlighting the dangers of unethical research practices.

Ethical Controversies and Criticism

Lack of Informed Consent

The monster study failed to obtain proper informed consent from its child participants or their
guardians. The children did not understand the purpose of the research or the potential risks involved,
which violates modern standards of research ethics.

Use of Vulnerable Populations

Targeting orphans for the experiment exposed a highly vulnerable group to psychological harm. The
decision to use children who lacked parental advocacy drew harsh criticism from ethicists and the
scientific community.



Delayed Publication and Suppression of Results

Due to concerns over the study’s ethical breaches, the results were not widely published until
decades later. The University of lowa suppressed the findings to avoid controversy, and the
experiment remained largely unknown outside academic circles for years.

The Monster Study’s Lasting Impact on Speech
Therapy

Influence on Speech Pathology Practices

Despite its controversial nature, the monster study contributed to a deeper understanding of the
psychological factors affecting stuttering. Speech therapists became more cautious about using
negative reinforcement, shifting toward more supportive and positive approaches.

Increased Awareness of Environmental Effects

The experiment demonstrated that environmental stressors and criticism can exacerbate speech
disorders. Modern speech therapy now emphasizes building confidence and reducing anxiety in
children, drawing lessons from the monster study’s findings.

Lessons Learned and Modern Research Standards

Development of Ethical Guidelines

The backlash against the monster study helped spur the creation of stricter ethical standards in
psychological research. Institutional review boards (IRBs) and informed consent protocols became
mandatory for studies involving human subjects.

Ongoing Debate on Research Ethics

The monster study continues to be cited in discussions about research ethics, child welfare, and the
responsibilities of scientists. Its legacy serves as a reminder of the importance of prioritizing
participant well-being and transparency.

Current Approaches in Child Speech Therapy

Today’s speech therapy practices focus on individualized care, positive reinforcement, and family
involvement. Researchers and clinicians are trained to consider the emotional and psychological
needs of children, moving far beyond the methods used in the monster study.



Trending and Relevant Questions & Answers about the
Monster Study

Q: What was the main objective of the monster study?

A: The main objective was to examine whether stuttering could be induced in children through
negative speech therapy and to understand the psychological factors influencing speech disorders.

Q: Who conducted the monster study and where did it take
place?
A: The study was led by Wendell Johnson and Mary Tudor at the University of lowa in 1939.

Q: Why is the monster study considered unethical?

A: It is considered unethical due to a lack of informed consent, use of vulnerable children, and the
psychological harm caused to participants.

Q: What were the long-term effects on the children involved?

A: Many children experienced lasting psychological harm, including increased anxiety, low self-
esteem, and reluctance to speak.

Q: How did the monster study influence modern speech
therapy?

A: It led to greater emphasis on positive reinforcement and awareness of the negative effects of
criticism, shaping more ethical and supportive therapy practices.

Q: Was the monster study’s data published immediately?

A: No, the results were suppressed for decades due to concerns over ethical violations and only
became widely known much later.

Q: What role did environmental factors play according to the
study?

A: The study showed that environmental stressors and negative feedback could trigger or worsen
stuttering in children.



Q: How has research ethics changed since the monster study?

A: Stricter ethical guidelines, mandatory informed consent, and oversight by institutional review
boards are now standard for research involving human subjects.

Q: Are there modern equivalents to the monster study?

A: Modern research avoids the unethical aspects of the monster study, focusing instead on participant
safety and ethical treatment.

Q: What lessons can researchers learn from the monster
study?

A: The importance of ethical standards, informed consent, and prioritizing the well-being of research
participants are key lessons drawn from the monster study.
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the monster study: The Metaphor of the Monster Keith Moser, Karina Zelaya, 2020-10-15
The Metaphor of the Monster offers fresh perspectives and a variety of disciplinary approaches to
the ever-broadening field of monster studies. The eclectic group of contributors to this volume
represents areas of study not generally considered under the purview of monster studies, including
world literature, classical studies, philosophy, ecocriticism, animal ethics, and gender studies.
Combining historical overviews with contemporary and global outlooks, this volume recontextualizes
the monstrous entities that have always haunted the human imagination in the age of the
Anthropocene. It also invites reflection on new forms of monstrosity in an era epitomized by an
unprecedented deluge of (mis)information. Uniting researchers from varied academic backgrounds
in a common effort to challenge the monstrous labels that have historically been imposed upon the
Other, this book endeavors above all to bring the monster out of the shadows and into the light of
moral consideration.

the monster study: Case Studies in Biomedical Research Ethics Timothy F. Murphy, 2004 An
overview of the key debates in biomedical researchethics, presented through a wide-ranging
selection of casestudies.

the monster study: Eine Kulturgeschichte des Stotterers Christopher Wartenberg, 2022 Am 3.
September 1939 tritt Konig George VI. ans Mikrofon und erklart dem Deutschen Reich den Krieg. Er
stottert, kampft merklich mit seiner Rede, schliefSt sie aber so flussig ab, wie es ihm eben moglich
ist. Am Ende bejubelt ihn sein Volk dafur. Der oscarpramierte Film 'The King's Speech' hat die Figur
des Stotterers popularisiert wie keine andere Geschichte zuvor. Er bildet den Ausgangspunkt dieser
kulturanthropologischen Untersuchung bei der bekannte stotternde Menschen wie Joe Biden, John
Updike, Ed Sheeran, Samuel L. Jackson und andere selbst zu Wort kommen und stotternde Figuren
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aus popularen Fiktionen wie beispielsweise Star Trek, Psycho und Harry Potter analysiert werden.
Welche Bedeutung hat das Stottern fur die Selbst- und Fremdwahrnehmung von stotternden
Menschen? Welche Rolle nimmt der Stotterer in unserem Weltbild ein? Bestehen Ahnlichkeiten in
unserem Denken uber das Hinken beim Gehen, Sprechen und Denken? Zur Beantwortung dieser
Fragen sichtet der Autor einen breiten Quellenkanon von medizinischer Fachliteratur iiber
(auto-)biographische Quellen bis hin zu Darstellungen in Romanen, Filmen, Serien, Comics und
anderen Werken der Fiktion. Im Mittelpunkt steht dabei stets der 'homo balbutiens', der stotternde
Mensch. Dr. Christopher Wartenberg (*1985) ist Volkskundler, Historiker und Kulturanthropologe.
Seit 2019 arbeitet er als Ehrenamtskoordinator der Stadt Schwerte. Seine Forschungsinteressen
und Arbeitsschwerpunkte liegen in der strukturalen Anthropologie und Diskursanalyse sowie der
Erforschung und Entwicklung zivilgesellschaftlicher Engagement- und Partizipationsstrukturen.

the monster study: The Ashgate Research Companion to Monsters and the Monstrous Asa
Simon Mittman, Peter J. Dendle, 2017-02-24 The field of monster studies has grown significantly
over the past few years and this companion provides a comprehensive guide to the study of monsters
and the monstrous from historical, regional and thematic perspectives. The collection reflects the
truly multi-disciplinary nature of monster studies, bringing in scholars from literature, art history,
religious studies, history, classics, and cultural and media studies. The companion will offer scholars
and graduate students the first comprehensive and authoritative review of this emergent field.

the monster study: Student’s Guide to Psychological Practice: From Theory to Therapy
Darko Pozder, 2025-03-11 Darko Pozder is an Australian mental health professional who has had
medical and psychological education. Darko has completed extensive research and working
experience at the Schizophrenia Fellowship of NSW. Darko’s main professional and research interest
include psychopathology and neuropsychology of mild traumatic brain injury (MTBI) and chronic
traumatic encephalopathy. His book: Without Stigma: About the Stigma of the Mental Illness was
published in 2018 and its second edition Without Stigma, About the Stigma and the Identity of the
Mental Illness appeared in early 2019 and has received nomination for 2020 NSW / ACT Regional
Achievement and Community Awards from Local health districts of NSW. His books Pathophysiology
of Psyche, a novel La Vie De Camille Isa and The Ethnicity of Neurons were published in early 2021,
2022 and 2023 respectively.

the monster study: Stutter Marc Shell, 2009-06-30 In a book that explores the phenomenon of
stuttering from its practical and physical aspects to its historical profile to its existential
implications, Shell, who has himself struggled with stuttering all his life, plumbs the depths of this
murky region between will and flesh, intention and expression, idea and word. Looking into the
difficulties encountered by people who stutter--as do fifty million world-wide--Shell shows that
stutterers share a kinship with many other speakers, both impeded and fluent. This book takes us
back to a time when stuttering was believed to be 'diagnosis-induced, ' then on to the complex mix of
physical and psychological causes that were later discovered. Ranging from cartoon characters like
Porky Pig to cultural icons like Marilyn Monroe, from Moses to Hamlet, Shell reveals how stuttering
in literature plays a role in the formation of tone, narrative progression and character.--From
publisher description.

the monster study: Dark Psychology and Gaslighting Manipulation Ryan Mace,
2022-09-14 What if all the things you wanted in life could actually be yours? It sounds too good to be
true, but you can get what you want in life. How easily we are misled by others is a major hurdle to
realizing our maximum potential. This book shows you how to put yourself first and live your ideal
life. How? Through Dark Psychology. Are you constantly burdened by others controlling you? Do you
feel you are being forced to do things or be versions of yourself you don't like? Or, have you wanted
to go out with someone and wondered, I have no idea how to talk to her! We are taught to be afraid
of things we do not understand. Most of us feel that if everyone else says it is terrible, it must be so.
But dark psychology is not bad. It is your roadmap to success. So many of us even believe that some
organizations are terrible because they dabble in dark psychology. When you learn the truths, you'll
know that all of us can wield the powers therein. Not just the Freemasons. Of course, we'll learn all



about them in this book too. Plus, this book will equip you with the magicking power to read,
understand, and control how others think. In the same breath, you will also learn to defend yourself.
Here's just a taste of what is waiting for you inside this book: What is dark psychology, and is there
any history to it? An introduction to Freemasonry. Who comprises the mythical dark triad? How do
you identify dark triad personalities? What is persuasion, and how is it used the world over? Is
hypnotism legitimate? And so much more! As you learn, you will find that dark psychology can put
the reigns of your life entirely in your hands. So, what are you waiting for? Click Buy, and begin the
journey into owning your life, one secret persuasive tactic at a time!

the monster study: Monsters and Monstrosity in Media: Reflections on Vulnerability Yeojin
Kim, Shane Carreon, 2024-04-16 As monstrous bodies on-screen signal a wide range of subversive
destabilization of the notions of identity and community, this anthology asks what meanings
monsters and monstrosity convey in relation to our recent circumstances shaped by neoliberalism
and the pandemic that have led to the intensified tightening of border controls by nation-states, the
intensive categorization of (un)identifiable bodies, and subsequent forms of isolations and
detachments imposed by social distancing and the rapid transition of sociality from reality to virtual
reality. Presenting various thinkings along the lines of the body and its representations as cultural
text, together with popular or recent media productions showing various bodies deemed to be
monstrous as they either cross conventionally held borders or stay in liminal spaces such as between
human-animal, human-machine, virtual bodies-corporeal flesh, living-death, and other permeable
borders, this volume looks into the on-screen constructions of the monster and monstrosity not only
as they represent notions of difference, perceived (non)belongings, and disruptions of traditional
identity markers, but also as they either conceal various vulnerabilities or implicitly endorse violence
towards the labeled Other.

the monster study: Qualitative Secondary Research Claire Largan, Theresa Morris, 2019-04-01
Using secondary data offers unique opportunities and challenges. This practical book will guide you
through finding, managing and analysing qualitative secondary data in an error-free way. Perfect for
those doing dissertations and research projects, it provides an accessible introduction to the theory
of secondary research and sets out the advantages and limitations of using this kind of research.
Drawing on years of teaching and research experience, the authors - Offer step-by-step advice on
how to use qualitative secondary data - Walk you through each stage of the research process -
Provide practical, ethical tools to help you with your project - Show you how to avoid the potential
pitfalls of using secondary data. Clear and easy to understand, this book is a ready-made toolkit for
successfully using qualitative secondary data. From beginner level and beyond, this no-nonsense
guide takes the confusion and worry out of doing a secondary research project.

the monster study: Research in Communication Sciences and Disorders Lauren K. Nelson,
Jaimie L. Gilbert, 2020-08-26 Research in Communication Sciences and Disorders: Methods for
Systematic Inquiry, Fourth Edition is a comprehensive yet comprehendible text meant for instructors
and students of research methods in the field of communication sciences and disorders. This
forward-thinking book reflects the movement toward evidence-based practice in speech-language
pathology and audiology. The authors ensure that the concepts associated with evidence-based
practice are integrated throughout the chapters. Rather than treating empirical research and
searching for clinical evidence as separate topics, this text presents both as different applications of
a process of scientific inquiry. The order of the chapters reflects the steps a researcher or clinician
might complete when conducting an investigation. Also included are features that help students be
more active in learning the material. Each chapter has a set of review questions or case scenarios
that can be used as homework, as probe questions in class, or as a basis for group activities. In
addition, the authors provide lists of supplemental readings from the research literature in the field.
New to the Fourth Edition: * New author: Jaimie L. Gilbert for an enhanced audiology perspective *
New chapter: Writing a Literature Review * Reorganized for better flow of information * Various
new and updated references to reflect the current state of research * Additional illustrations and
tables * Expanded material on critical appraisal Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such




as documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be included as published in the original print version
of this book.

the monster study: “Like some damned Juggernaut” Johannes Weber, 2015-10-06

the monster study: Orphan Eleven Gennifer Choldenko, 2020-05-26 An engaging adventure
from a Newbery Honor-winning storyteller for readers who love the circus, and anyone who has
dreamed of finding the perfect home. Four orphans have escaped from the Home for Friendless
Children. One is Lucy, who used to talk and sing. No one knows why she doesn't speak anymore;
silence is her protection. The orphans find work and new friends at a traveling circus. Lucy loves
caring for the elephants, but she must be able to speak to them, and to warn others of danger. If
Lucy doesn't find her voice, she'll be left behind when the circus goes on the rails. Meanwhile,
people are searching for Lucy, and her puzzling past is about to catch up with her. This lively,
heartwarming novel by the award-winning author of the Tales from Alcatraz series is full of marvels
and surprises.

the monster study: Strange Science Editors of Portable Press, 2017-06-01 This entertaining
compendium of bite-sized articles reveals the stranger-than-sci-fi world of strange science. From the
oddest theories to the most astounding discoveries to the biggest blunders, Strange Science has all
the facts your professors didn't teach you in science class. It's packed with earth-shattering eurekas,
outlandish inventions, silly “scientific” studies, and the stories behind the weirdos who made it all
happen. Put on your lab coat and get ready to discover . . . One dentist's quest to clone John Lennon
How to hypnotize a chicken Real-life time travelers (or so they claim) The seven-year-long study that
found earthquakes are not caused by catfish waving their tails . . . and other breakthrough findings
Plus you’ll discover unbelievable inventions; the freakiest franken-foods scientists have created;
some of Hollywood’s worst on-screen science blunders; and more! This amazing volume from the
Bathroom Readers’ Institute contains the strangest short science articles from dozens of Bathroom
Readers, along with fifty all-new pages.

the monster study: Remembering the Times of Our Lives Patricia J. Bauer, 2014-01-14 The
purpose of Remembering the Times of Our Lives: Memory in Infancy and Beyond is to trace the
development from infancy through adulthood in the capacity to form, retain, and later retrieve
autobiographical or personal memories. It is appropriate for scholars and researchers in the fields of
cognitive psychology, memory, infancy, and human development.

the monster study: Black Frankenstein Elizabeth Young, 2008-08-10 For all the scholarship
devoted to Mary Shelley's English novel Frankenstein, there has been surprisingly little attention
paid to its role in American culture, and virtually none to its racial resonances in the United States.
In Black Frankenstein, Elizabeth Young identifies and interprets the figure of a black American
Frankenstein monster as it appears with surprising frequency throughout nineteenth- and
twentieth-century U.S. culture, in fiction, film, essays, oratory, painting, and other media, and in
works by both whites and African Americans. Black Frankenstein stories, Young argues, effect four
kinds of racial critique: they humanize the slave; they explain, if not justify, black violence; they
condemn the slaveowner; and they expose the instability of white power. The black Frankenstein's
monster has served as a powerful metaphor for reinforcing racial hierarchy—and as an even more
powerful metaphor for shaping anti-racist critique. Illuminating the power of parody and
reappropriation, Black Frankenstein tells the story of a metaphor that continues to matter to
literature, culture, aesthetics, and politics.

the monster study: Dark Science Experiments Dipesh Piplani, 2025-06-10 Delve into the
harrowing world of medical atrocities in Dark Science Experiments, where science betrayed
humanity in the name of progress. This meticulously researched exposé unveils the grim truths
behind some of history's most infamous unethical human trials, including MK-Ultra, the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study, Unit 731, and the Stanford Prison Experiment. Supported by declassified documents,
survivor testimonies, and trial transcripts, this book offers an unflinching look at the dark side of
scientific experimentation. Explore how these experiments led to the establishment of ethical
guidelines like the Nuremberg Code and Institutional Review Boards (IRBs), shaping modern



bioethics. Dark Science Experiments is a compelling read for those interested in medical history,
ethics, and the human cost of scientific advancement.

the monster study: Monsters in the Classroom Adam Golub, Heather Richardson Hayton,
2017-06-09 Exploring the pedagogical power of the monstrous, this collection of new essays
describes innovative teaching strategies that use our cultural fascination with monsters to enhance
learning in high school and college courses. The contributors discuss the implications of inviting
fearsome creatures into the classroom, showing how they work to create compelling narratives and
provide students a framework for analyzing history, culture, and everyday life. Essays explore ways
of using the monstrous to teach literature, film, philosophy, theater, art history, religion, foreign
language, and other subjects. Some sample syllabi, assignments, and class materials are provided.

the monster study: Palgrave Handbook of Critical Posthumanism Stefan Herbrechter,
Ivan Callus, Manuela Rossini, Marija Grech, Megen de Bruin-Molé, Christopher John Miiller,
2022-11-28 Palgrave Handbook of Critical Posthumanism is a major reference work on the paradigm
emerging from the challenges to humanism, humanity, and the human posed by the erosion of the
traditional demarcations between the human and nonhuman. This handbook surveys and speculates
on the ways in which the posthumanist paradigm emerged, transformed, and might further develop
across the humanities. With its focus on the posthuman as a figure, on posthumanism as a social
discourse, and on posthumanisation as an on-going historical and ontological process, the volume
highlights the relationship between the humanities and sciences. The essays engage with
posthumanism in connection with subfields like the environmental humanities, health humanities,
animal studies, and disability studies. The book also traces the historical representations and
understanding of posthumanism across time. Additionally, the contributions address genre and
forms such as autobiography, games, art, film, museums, and topics such as climate change,
speciesism, anthropocentrism, and biopolitics to name a few. This handbook considers
posthumanism’s impact across disciplines and areas of study.

the monster study: Introduction to Criminology Frank E. Hagan, 2010-01-15 Introduction to
Criminology, Seventh Edition is a comprehensive introduction to the study of criminology designed
for an introductory undergraduate courses. The book focuses on the vital core of criminological
theory--theory, method, and criminal behavior. Hagan investigates all forms of criminal activity, such
as organized crime, white collar crime, political crime, and environmental crime. He explains the
methods of operation, the effects on society, and how various theories account for criminal behavior.
New to this edition: Expansion of material on psycho-social and bio-social theories Additional
coverage of terrorism in Ch. 11, along with ethics in the research methods chapter, Ch. 2 New
chapter on Cybercrime New Epilogue on the future of crime and the newest criminological theories
New Career Feature Boxes New Crime Files Feature Boxes End-of-Chapter Web Research Exercises
New full-color design and photo program In-text links to study site Expanded study site resources
including video of the author and original podcasts recorded by the author for each chapter
Blackboard and Web CT compatibility

the monster study: Premodern Monsters: A Varied Compilation of Pre-modern Judeo-Christian

and Japanese Buddhist Monstrous Discourses Allan Wright, 2024 Monster Studies is a rising
academic topic. Despite hesitancy at first, the subject is now examined by scholars of various
academic interests and backgrounds. However, the dominant monster investigations are from the
post-1900s. This volume focuses on Premodern monsters. The purpose of this volume is to examine
various monsters from diverse cultures in order to indicate how each monstrous discourse derives
from their mythology’s socio-cultural context. The volume examines several Monsters within their
socio-cultural matrix. This includes a variety of monstrosities from diverse cultures and periods.
Namely, the examined creatures, or perceived creatures, stem from the Hebrew Bible, the New

and Yokai Relics from early modern Japanese Buddhism.
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