
the medicine bag story

the medicine bag story is a captivating narrative that explores the
intersection of cultural heritage, family traditions, and personal growth.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of "The Medicine Bag" story,
examining its plot, characters, themes, symbolism, and cultural significance.
Readers will discover the importance of the medicine bag itself, analyze how
the story addresses generational gaps, and understand the ways in which
identity is shaped by tradition. Whether you are a student, educator, or
literature enthusiast, this in-depth guide will help you appreciate the
profound lessons embedded in the story. The following sections offer a
structured look at every important aspect, ensuring a deeper understanding of
the narrative and its timeless relevance.
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Overview of "The Medicine Bag" Story

"The Medicine Bag" is a short story written by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, a
renowned author of Native American descent. This heartfelt tale centers on a
young boy named Martin, his relationship with his Sioux grandfather, and the
meaningful family heirloom known as the medicine bag. The story unfolds as
Martin’s grandfather pays an unexpected visit to his family, bringing with
him the treasured medicine bag that holds generations of cultural heritage.
Through a blend of narrative and vivid imagery, the story highlights the
struggle between modern life and traditional values, as well as the
importance of accepting and preserving one’s roots. The medicine bag story is
celebrated for its realistic portrayal of intergenerational relationships and
the respectful transmission of cultural identity.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Martin

Martin is the protagonist of the medicine bag story. A young boy living in a
suburban environment, Martin initially feels embarrassed by his grandfather’s
old-fashioned appearance and customs. His character arc involves learning to



respect and cherish his cultural heritage as he gains deeper understanding
through his grandfather’s teachings.

Grandpa (Joe Iron Shell)

Grandpa, Martin’s grandfather, is a Sioux elder who embodies wisdom,
tradition, and resilience. He travels a long distance to visit his family,
bringing with him the medicine bag that has been passed down through
generations. Grandpa’s role is pivotal in bridging the gap between the old
ways and the modern world, teaching Martin the value of honoring one’s
ancestry.

Martin’s Mother

Martin’s mother plays a supportive role, encouraging respect for family and
cultural traditions. She helps facilitate the connection between Grandpa and
Martin, ensuring that family stories and traditions are passed on.

Cheryl

Cheryl is Martin’s younger sister, who openly admires her grandfather and is
less self-conscious about their cultural background. Her innocence and
curiosity provide a contrast to Martin’s initial discomfort, highlighting
different attitudes towards heritage within the same family.

Martin: Learns the significance of the medicine bag

Grandpa: Keeper of tradition and family history

Martin’s Mother: Bridge between generations

Cheryl: Represents youthful appreciation for heritage

Major Themes in the Medicine Bag Story

Preservation of Cultural Heritage

A central theme in the medicine bag story is the importance of preserving
cultural heritage. The passing of the medicine bag symbolizes the
transmission of history, beliefs, and values from one generation to the next.
The story emphasizes that understanding and honoring one’s background
enriches personal identity.



Identity and Self-Acceptance

Martin’s journey in the story reflects the universal struggle for self-
acceptance and identity, especially as it relates to cultural roots. His
initial reluctance illustrates the challenges faced by many young individuals
who feel caught between tradition and the pressures of modern society. The
medicine bag becomes a symbol of embracing one’s true self.

Generational Differences

The story explores generational differences through the interactions between
Martin and his grandfather. It sheds light on the communication gaps and
misunderstandings that can arise, while ultimately showing how mutual respect
and openness can bridge these divides.

Family and Responsibility

Family bonds and the responsibilities that come with them are integral to the
narrative. Grandpa’s determination to pass on the medicine bag before his
death underscores the duty of each generation to preserve family legacy and
ensure its continuity.

Symbolism of the Medicine Bag

What the Medicine Bag Represents

In the story, the medicine bag is a powerful symbol of tradition, protection,
and identity. It is more than a physical object; it carries the spirits,
lessons, and prayers of Martin’s ancestors. Each item within the bag has its
own meaning, representing personal milestones and the collective wisdom of
the Sioux people.

The Ritual of Passing Down the Medicine Bag

The act of passing down the medicine bag is a sacred ritual that signifies
the continuity of culture and family. Grandpa carefully explains its contents
and purpose, ensuring Martin understands the responsibility it entails. This
ritual highlights the importance of storytelling and oral tradition in
maintaining the values of a community.

The medicine bag: Symbolizes cultural continuity

Items inside: Represent personal and spiritual milestones

Passing ritual: Reinforces family and cultural bonds



Cultural and Historical Context

Native American Traditions in the Story

The medicine bag story authentically portrays Native American traditions and
beliefs, particularly those of the Sioux Nation. It reflects the respect for
elders, the significance of rituals, and the reverence for objects imbued
with spiritual meaning. The story serves as an educational tool, introducing
readers to indigenous practices and values that are often overlooked in
mainstream narratives.

Historical Relevance

Set against the backdrop of modern American society, the story highlights the
challenges faced by Native Americans in balancing their heritage with
contemporary life. The medicine bag itself is a historical artifact,
representing centuries of cultural resilience in the face of adversity and
change.

Impact on Modern Readers

For modern readers, the medicine bag story offers insight into the enduring
relevance of cultural traditions. It encourages reflection on the ways
individuals can honor their backgrounds while adapting to new environments,
fostering a sense of pride and belonging.

Lessons and Morals Conveyed

The medicine bag story imparts several valuable lessons. It teaches the
importance of respecting elders, embracing one’s cultural heritage, and
fulfilling family responsibilities. The narrative encourages readers to seek
understanding across generational and cultural divides, and to recognize the
strength found in honoring one’s ancestry. These lessons remain pertinent in
today’s diverse and rapidly changing world.

Respect for elders and tradition is crucial.1.

Personal identity is rooted in cultural heritage.2.

Family legacy should be preserved and honored.3.

Bridging generational gaps leads to growth and understanding.4.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main message of the medicine bag
story?
A: The main message centers on the importance of embracing and preserving
one’s cultural heritage, respecting family traditions, and learning valuable
life lessons from elders.

Q: Who wrote "The Medicine Bag" story?
A: "The Medicine Bag" was written by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, an
acclaimed Native American author.

Q: What does the medicine bag symbolize in the story?
A: The medicine bag symbolizes tradition, cultural identity, family legacy,
and the transmission of wisdom from one generation to another.

Q: Why does Martin initially feel embarrassed by his
grandfather?
A: Martin feels embarrassed because his grandfather’s appearance and customs
seem old-fashioned compared to his modern lifestyle, highlighting
generational and cultural differences.

Q: What items are typically found in a traditional
medicine bag?
A: Traditional medicine bags may contain sacred herbs, stones, symbolic
objects, and personal items that hold spiritual significance for the owner.

Q: How does the story address generational gaps?
A: The story illustrates generational gaps through misunderstandings and
differences between Martin and his grandfather, ultimately showing how these
can be overcome through respect and open communication.

Q: What is the significance of the ritual in passing
down the medicine bag?
A: The ritual symbolizes the continuation of culture and family, ensuring
that traditions and values are preserved for future generations.

Q: How does Martin’s perspective change by the end of



the story?
A: By the end of the story, Martin gains a deep appreciation for his heritage
and the importance of the medicine bag, overcoming his initial embarrassment.

Q: What role does storytelling play in the medicine
bag story?
A: Storytelling is central to the narrative, serving as the means by which
knowledge, tradition, and values are passed from elders to younger
generations.

Q: Why is the medicine bag story still relevant
today?
A: The story remains relevant as it addresses universal themes of cultural
identity, respect for heritage, and the need to bridge generational
differences in a rapidly changing world.

The Medicine Bag Story
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of the Cedar Tree, The First Moccasins, The Legend of the Apache Tear, The Gift of the Peace Pipe,
Brother of the Moon, Teepee Etiquette and many, many more. With this book I hope you understand
the Native American people a little better and understand where they have come from and what they
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elegy comes from the Ancient Greek elogos, meaning a mournful poem or song, in particular, a song
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several centuries. Krupat covers a variety of oral performances of loss and renewal, including the
Condolence Rites of the Iroquois and the memorial ceremony of the Tlingit people known as koo'eex,
examining as well a number of Ghost Dance songs, which have been reinterpreted in culturally
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contributed to the People's well-being was now gone. Native American elegiac expression offered
mourners consolation so that they might overcome their grief and renew their will to sustain
communal life.
  the medicine bag story: A Short History of Medicine Erwin H. Ackerknecht, Lisa Haushofer.,
2016-04-29 Erwin H. Ackerknecht’s A Short History of Medicine is a concise narrative, long
appreciated by students in the history of medicine, medical students, historians, and medical
professionals as well as all those seeking to understand the history of medicine. Covering the broad
sweep of discoveries from parasitic worms to bacilli and x-rays, and highlighting physicians and
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Lindy S. Curry, Chan-Eun Park, 1999-05-15 The power of love within families; the complexities of
relationships; the rites of passage for birth, coming of age, marriage, and death-these are some of
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