
super bowl preseason predictions history
super bowl preseason predictions history is a topic that fascinates football fans, sports analysts,
and data enthusiasts alike. Every NFL season, preseason predictions about which teams will make it
to the Super Bowl generate buzz, debate, and high expectations. But how accurate are these
predictions, and what factors have influenced their success or failure over the decades? In this
comprehensive article, we’ll explore the evolution of Super Bowl preseason predictions, examine their
historical accuracy, highlight notable cases where experts got it right or wrong, and analyze the
methods used for forecasting champions. Drawing from decades of sports journalism, statistical
modeling, and notable expert opinions, this guide provides a detailed overview of the history behind
Super Bowl preseason predictions. Whether you’re a seasoned NFL follower or new to football
analysis, this article will deepen your understanding of how predictions have shaped Super Bowl
narratives and the broader NFL landscape.
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Evolution of Super Bowl Preseason Predictions

Super Bowl preseason predictions have become a significant aspect of NFL culture, evolving from
simple newspaper picks in the 1960s to highly sophisticated statistical models today. As the Super
Bowl grew in prominence, so did the attention given to forecasting which teams would make history.
Early predictions often relied on expert opinions and gut instincts, whereas the modern era uses a
blend of analytics, trend analysis, and advanced data metrics. This evolution reflects not only changes
in football but also broader trends in sports media and technology.



Early Years: Origins and Methods

In the earliest days of the Super Bowl, preseason predictions were made by sports columnists and
broadcasters, who based their picks on team performance in the previous season, key player
acquisitions, and coaching changes. These early forecasts were typically published in sports
magazines or discussed on television programs. The lack of comprehensive data limited their
accuracy, but they set the stage for the analytical approaches that would follow.

Common Prediction Methods in the Early Years

Evaluating previous season records and playoff performance

Assessing offseason trades and draft picks

Analyzing coaching staff changes and philosophies

Considering injuries to key players

Historical Accuracy of Super Bowl Predictions

The accuracy of Super Bowl preseason predictions varies widely across different eras and methods.
Historically, even expert predictions have struggled to consistently identify the eventual Super Bowl
champions. Upsets, unexpected injuries, and sudden team chemistry shifts often disrupt preseason
expectations. Studies have shown that while favorites occasionally make good on preseason hype,
there is a significant rate of surprise contenders emerging each year.

Trends in Prediction Success Rates

Success rates for preseason Super Bowl predictions have generally hovered between 10% and 25%,
depending on the period and the methodology used. Over the last several decades, only a handful of
teams predicted as preseason favorites have gone on to win the Super Bowl in the same year.

Memorable Prediction Successes

Despite the challenges, there have been notable instances where preseason predictions accurately
forecasted Super Bowl winners. These successes are often cited as validation for the analytical or
expert-driven approach used that season. Such cases are memorable because they combine
foresight, statistical analysis, and sometimes a touch of luck.



Examples of Accurate Preseason Picks

1985 Chicago Bears: Widely predicted due to their dominant defense and previous
performance.

1994 San Francisco 49ers: Favored after key acquisitions and strong roster depth.

2016 New England Patriots: Picked by many analysts, especially after Tom Brady's return from
suspension.

Major Super Bowl Prediction Misses

Just as memorable as the successes are the seasons when preseason favorites failed to live up to
expectations. These misfires highlight the unpredictability of the NFL and remind fans and analysts
alike that no prediction is ever certain. Factors such as injuries, offseason controversies, and
emerging underdog teams have derailed many preseason favorites.

Notable Prediction Failures

2008 New England Patriots: Expected to dominate but lost Tom Brady to injury in Week 1.

2015 Green Bay Packers: Heavy favorites who failed to reach the Super Bowl after playoff
upsets.

2017 Dallas Cowboys: Predicted to be contenders but missed the playoffs entirely.

Modern Approaches to Preseason Forecasting

Contemporary Super Bowl preseason predictions utilize a mix of traditional expertise and advanced
analytics. Sports analytics firms, betting markets, and data scientists employ predictive modeling to
forecast outcomes with greater precision. These methods involve evaluating player efficiency ratings,
strength of schedule, injury projections, and even machine learning algorithms.

Key Elements in Modern Prediction Models

Player health and injury probability models

Advanced team efficiency metrics (e.g., DVOA, EPA)



Simulations using thousands of season scenarios

Betting market consensus and odds

Historical trends and regression analysis

Key Factors Impacting Prediction Outcomes

Several factors can dramatically influence the accuracy of Super Bowl preseason predictions. While
some are quantifiable, others remain unpredictable. Understanding these variables is essential for
any comprehensive analysis of prediction history.

Critical Influences on Preseason Super Bowl Forecasts

Player injuries and recovery timelines

Unexpected breakout performances by rookies or backups

Changes in coaching strategies or mid-season adjustments

Weather conditions and their impact on key games

Strength and depth of the competition within each conference

Influence of Super Bowl Predictions on Fans and the
NFL

Super Bowl preseason predictions have a substantial impact on both fan engagement and the
business of the NFL. These forecasts generate excitement, spur debates, and influence fantasy
football drafts and sports betting activity. Teams themselves sometimes use external predictions as
motivation or to shape their public relations strategies.

Ways Predictions Shape the NFL Experience

Driving off-season ticket sales and merchandise

Fueling preseason media coverage and talk shows



Influencing betting lines and fantasy football valuations

Affecting team morale and locker room dynamics

Looking Ahead: The Future of Preseason Super Bowl
Predictions

As sports analytics continue to advance, the future of Super Bowl preseason predictions promises
even greater accuracy and sophistication. With the integration of artificial intelligence, real-time data,
and new forms of player tracking, forecasts are expected to become more reliable while still allowing
room for the excitement of unexpected outcomes. The enduring unpredictability of the NFL ensures
that preseason predictions will remain a central part of the football conversation for years to come.

Q: How accurate have preseason Super Bowl predictions been
historically?
A: Historically, preseason Super Bowl predictions have an accuracy rate between 10% and 25%. While
favorites occasionally win, many champions emerge unexpectedly due to injuries, underdog
performances, or other factors.

Q: What key factors most often disrupt preseason Super Bowl
predictions?
A: The most common disruptors include injuries to star players, unanticipated breakout performances,
significant coaching changes, and the rise of underdog teams with strong chemistry.

Q: Which Super Bowl winner was most accurately predicted in
the preseason?
A: The 1985 Chicago Bears and the 1994 San Francisco 49ers are notable examples of teams that
were widely predicted to win the Super Bowl and fulfilled those expectations.

Q: How have prediction methods changed over the years?
A: Prediction methods have evolved from expert opinions and basic stats in the early years to
advanced analytics, predictive modeling, and betting market analysis in the modern era.

Q: Do betting markets influence preseason Super Bowl



predictions?
A: Yes, betting markets play a significant role by reflecting public sentiment and expert analysis, often
serving as a benchmark for preseason favorites and longshots.

Q: Have there been seasons where no preseason favorite
even reached the Super Bowl?
A: Yes, there have been multiple seasons where neither preseason favorite made it to the Super Bowl,
highlighting the league's unpredictability.

Q: What role does team chemistry play in prediction
outcomes?
A: Team chemistry is a major factor that is difficult to quantify but often separates contenders from
pretenders, impacting the accuracy of preseason forecasts.

Q: How do preseason predictions affect NFL fans?
A: Preseason predictions drive fan excitement, spark debates, influence fantasy football strategies,
and set expectations for the upcoming season.

Q: Are preseason predictions becoming more accurate with
modern analytics?
A: While modern analytics have improved prediction accuracy, the inherent unpredictability of the
NFL means that surprises and upsets still occur regularly.

Q: What is the main reason for major prediction failures in
Super Bowl history?
A: Major failures usually result from unforeseen injuries, dramatic performance drops, or the
emergence of unexpectedly strong teams during the season.
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Games Mark L. Ford, 2014-10-08 For fans of professional football who thought they had read
everything about the history of the game, Mark L. Ford breaks new ground with this account of the
NFL preseason. Described as “test labs” by Ford, preseason games are a time for trying out new
strategies, considering future rule changes, and implementing television coverage innovations. For
thousands of players who vie for a spot in the league every summer, the preseason is also the
defining moment where careers can be made or broken. A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition
Games: 1986 to 2013 is one of two books by Ford on professional football’s preseason. Along with its
companion volume—which covers 1960 to 1985—these resources provide information on every NFL
and AFL preseason game played since the AFL was launched in 1960. All the interesting events and
people that were part of these summer battles are detailed, as well as the first outings for new
teams, new rules, and new stars. Ford also includes amusing anecdotes and mishaps, such as a
last-minute defeat in 2000 when a player tackled his own teammate. Along the way, Ford recounts
key off-season developments that would transform professional football from a modest enterprise
into a global monopoly with annual revenues and assets worth billions. A History of NFL Preseason
and Exhibition Games is a unique and important reference for pro football fans and cultural
historians alike.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Reflecting on America Clare L. Boulanger,
2017-07-05 Anthropologists travel back in time and across the globe to understand human culture
but, surprise, there is culture right here in the United States. This second edition of the best-selling
textbook and anthology, Reflecting on America, again focuses on how we can recognize the common
cultural thread running through diverse American phenomena from heroin addiction and Big
Business‘s efforts to shape the identities of children, to Civil War reenactments and the popularity of
burlesque in the Midwest. In addition, this second edition includes chapters written especially for
this volume on striptease, Burning Man, The Big Bang Theory TV show, and Groundhog Phil. Written
throughout with verve and quirky humor, and offeringQuestions for discussion after every article,
this book is perfect for undergraduate classes in anthropology and American studies. Drawing
together twenty-two scholars with expertise in anthropological ideas about culture, Reflecting on
America examines what it means to be American.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: The Redskins Encyclopedia Michael Richman,
2009-08-21 Hail to the Redskins and Redskin-mania have consumed the nation's capital since 1937,
the Redskins' fist year in Washington. And the fervor remains as strong, if not stronger, today.
Amply illustrated with 200 photos of players, coaches, and fans, The Redskins Encyclopedia recounts
the franchise's first 75 seasons, reliving the great -- and not so great -- moments in the team's storied
history, and the men who helped make Sundays memorable. Fans will read about: --Coaches like
George Allen, the eccentric, passionate man who left a legacy as an NFL pioneer, and Joe Gibbs, who
formed a D-Y-N-A-S-T-Y --Players like star running back and all-time Redskins ground-gainer John
Riggins, who once told Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor to loosen up, Sandy baby, and
Doug Williams, the first black quarterback to win a Super Bowl and Super Bowl MVP honors --The
franchise's golden run of four Super Bowl appearances -- and three wins -- in the 1980s and early
1990s --The legendary Redskins-Cowboys rivalry --A year-by-year history of the team from 1932 to
the present, with stats from each season --Individual profiles of more than 100 Redskins players --
from Sammy Baugh to Darrell Green to Art Monk to Sonny Jurgensen to Charley Taylor to Joe
Theismann With an unparalleled collection of anecdotes, quotes, trivia, and hard-to-find information,
The Redskins Encyclopedia is a must-have book for any fan who has ever bled burgundy and gold.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Sports Analytics Leonard C Maclean, William T
Ziemba, 2021-12-22 This book is a collection of applications of analytic techniques to a number of
popular sports including baseball, basketball, hockey, Jai Alai, NFL football and horseracing. We
focus on both the statistics of the sporting events and betting strategies on the events. The subject is
fascinating as there are many twists and subtle complicated decisions.Sports analytics applies
mathematical and statistical methods to important questions in the structure and performance of
sporting activities using the same basic methods and approaches as data analysts in other



disciplines.Sports games and events are a fruitful area for study and to evaluate betting strategies as
there is extensive data and mean reversion. With prices changing continuously, risk arbitrage bets
can be made. Moreover, little errors, like a penalty to a player or an error in a call by a referee, can
change the score of a game and corresponding betting prices. The collection and analysis of in-game
data can inform players, coaches and staff on effective decision making during sporting events.Novel
features of the book include: an analysis of who were the greatest baseball batters; analyses of the
players most important to team success (and they are not necessarily the best players) in basketball,
NFL football and hockey; a tutorial on risk arbitrage and its applications to NFL football and NBA
basketball; a discussion of many ad hoc decision rules by coaches and players and what was really
optimal; in the racing section we discuss breeding, the analysis of various bets like the Rainbow and
ordinary Pick 6, a discussion and betting on the most important races and a visit to the Breeders'
Cup with Ed Thorp to demonstrate the place and show system in action.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Pop Goes the Decade Thomas Harrison,
2017-08-24 This fascinating overview of popular culture in the 1980s describes the decade of excess
that resulted from the social, political, and economic conditions of the time, documenting why so
many milestones in entertainment, arts, and technology occurred the 80s. Popular culture in the
United States in the 1980s—as reflected in film, television, music, technology, and art—serves to
illustrate the general feeling of American citizens during this decade that the sky was the limit, and
the only thing better than big was bigger. This title provides readers with an engaging, in-depth
study of the 1980s and supplies the larger historical and social context of popular culture in an era
when the extraordinary seemed normal and all the rules were being rewritten. The book's wide
scope includes the concepts, fashions, foods, sports, television, movies, and music that became
popular in the 1980s. Readers will see how specific elements of the decade, such as visual art and
architecture, reflect the sense of change in the 1980s, often through excessive displays of expression
that helped further movements into the avant-garde. The technological advances, entertainment
developments, and game changers that were essential to establishing the popular culture of the
decade are highlighted, as is the trend of how personal expression in the 80s began to penetrate a
wider segment of American culture, spanning across all ages. The book also calls attention to the
standout events and individuals who influenced society in the 1980s, with emphasis on the figures
who intentionally used pop culture as an avenue for change as well as the influences from the 1980s
that are still felt today.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Sports Betting For Dummies Swain Scheps,
2020-06-16 The sports gambling book you can bet on Sports betting combines America's national
pastime (sports) with its national passion (gambling). In the U.S., more than a third of the population
bets on at least one sporting event every year. With the recent lifting of the federal ban on sports
gambling, states are pushing legislation to take advantage of the new potential source of revenue.
The best sports betting books are data driven, statistically honest, and offer ways to take action.
Sports Betting For Dummies will cover the basics, as well as delving into more nuanced topics. You’ll
find all the need-to-know information on types of bets, statistics, handicapping fundamentals, and
more. Betting on football, basketball, baseball, and other sports Betting on special events, such as
the Superbowl or the Olympics Money management Betting on the internet With handy tips, tricks,
and tools, Sports Betting For Dummies shows you how to place the right bet at the right time—to get
the right payoff.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: American History through American Sports Bob
Batchelor, Danielle Sarver Coombs, 2012-12-18 Filled with insightful analysis and compelling
arguments, this book considers the influence of sports on popular culture and spotlights the
fascinating ways in which sports culture and American culture intersect. This collection blends
historical and popular culture perspectives in its analysis of the development of sports and sports
figures throughout American history. American History through American Sports: From Colonial
Lacrosse to Extreme Sports is unique in that it focuses on how each sport has transformed and
influenced society at large, demonstrating how sports and popular culture are intrinsically entwined



and the ways they both reflect larger societal transformations. The essays in the book are
wide-ranging, covering topics of interest for sports fans who enjoy the NFL and NASCAR as well as
those who like tennis and watching the Olympics. Many topics feature information about specific
sports icons and favorite heroes. Additionally, many of the topics' treatments prompt engagement by
purposely challenging the reader to either agree or disagree with the author's analysis.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: If These Walls Could Talk Ernie Palladino,
2013-10-01 Chronicling what can arguably be called the most productive years in New York Giants
football—with nine playoff appearances and two Super Bowl titles—this work is an insiders-account
of the last 20 years of the team’s history. A behind-the-scenes look at the era from the players’ and
coaches’ perspectives, this guide highlights coaches Dan Reeves, Jim Fassel, and Tom Coughlin as
well as the team’s brightest stars, from Phil Simms, Lawrence Taylor, and Michael Strahan to Eli
Manning and Victor Cruz. From the locker room to the press box, this book covers all of the
successes and failures, elation and embarrassment of recent Giants history, making it essential
reading for any fan.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Kingdom Quarterback Mark Dent, Rustin Dodd,
2023-08-22 Fresh off of a gutsy, thrilling 2023 Super Bowl win for the Kansas City Chiefs, two
inspiring stories that fit perfectly together—a biography of superstar quarterback, Patrick Mahomes,
who brought the Chiefs to their first Super Bowl win in fifty years in 2020 as well as a second in
2023, along with the historical struggles and recent resurgence of the former “Paris of the Plains,”
Kansas City. There is nobody like Patrick Mahomes. In three seasons, he has won a Super Bowl and
competed in another, earned the titles of First Team All-Pro, NFL Offensive Player of the Year, and
league MVP, and turned the Kansas City Chiefs from famed playoff failures into the most successful
team in the NFL. With his unique and groundbreaking playing style, and winning personality both on
and off the field, Mahomes has become a truly transcendent quarterback in a journey that mirrors
and accentuates the rebirth of the once swingin’ cow town of Kansas City, Missouri. Once an
adventure-filled jazz epicenter and nightlife hub to rival New Orleans, Kansas City’s wild edges and
captivating neighborhoods were snuffed out in pursuit of a suburbanized dream that largely left out
people of color. It’s been a long road attempting to move past the scars of segregation and overcome
the city’s flyover reputation, but Kansas City is now poised to make a comeback, and no other person
or team embodies that hope like Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs. Kansas City and
Mahomes represent the story of the midwestern American city—how they grew, how they shaped the
country, how the sport of football came to mean so much to them, how they failed, and how they are
changing. Kansas City–area natives Mark Dent and Rustin Dodd have written for outlets such as The
New York Times, The Kansas City Star, and Texas Monthly, bringing their deep connection to the
city, football expertise, and polished writing skills to create a serious book about a very entertaining
subject—the rebirth of a city, a team’s triumph, and how Patrick Mahomes, and the team he led,
were exactly what was needed to bring Kansas City back together again.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Warpaths Alan Hoskins, 1999-10 From the
team's meager beginning as the Dallas Texans in the fledgling American Football League in the
sixties, through the ups and downs of the seventies and eighties, to the rebirth of their winning ways
in the nineties, Warpaths: The Illustrated History of the Kansas City Chiefs follows one of the NFL's
most popular teams through victories, setbacks, and struggles for respect.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: The Road to the Super Bowl Bob Ryan, 1997
The story of the incredible rise of the New England Patriots--from NFL doormat to Superbowl
contenders--is chronicled here. Readers follow Bill Parcells, Drew Bledsoe, and a host of other great
athletes through a crazy season of ups and downs that lead finally to the ultimate challenge. 32
photos.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2022 Sarah
Janssen, 2021-12-07 A 2021 USA Today Bestseller! Get thousands of facts at your fingertips with this
essential resource: business, the arts and pop culture, science and technology, U.S. history and
government, world geography, sports, and so much more. The World Almanac® is America’s



bestselling reference book of all time, with more than 83 million copies sold. For more than 150
years, this compendium of information has been the authoritative source for school, library,
business, and home. The 2022 edition of The World Almanac reviews the biggest events of 2021 and
will be your go-to source for questions on any topic in the upcoming year. Praised as a “treasure
trove of political, economic, scientific and educational statistics and information” by The Wall Street
Journal, The World Almanac and Book of Facts will answer all of your trivia needs effortlessly.
Features include: Special Feature: Coronavirus Status Report: A special section provides
up-to-the-minute information about the world’s largest public health crisis in at least a century.
Statistical data and graphics across dozens of chapters show how the pandemic continues to affect
the economy, work, family life, education, and culture. Special Feature: 20 Years in Afghanistan: The
World Almanac provides history, data, and other context for the end of America's longest war and
the future of Afghanistan and its people. 2021—Top 10 News Topics: The editors of The World
Almanac list the top stories that held the world's attention in 2021. 2021—Year in Sports: Hundreds
of pages of trivia and statistics that are essential for any sports fan, featuring complete coverage of
the Olympic Games in Tokyo and the sports world's ongoing adaptations to the coronavirus
pandemic, and much more. 2021—Year in Pictures: Striking full-color images from around the world
in 2021, covering news, entertainment, science, and sports. 2021—Offbeat News Stories: The World
Almanac editors found some of the strangest news stories of the year. World Almanac Editors' Picks:
Time Capsule: The World Almanac lists the items that most came to symbolize the year 2021, from
news and sports to pop culture. World Almanac Editors' Picks: Memorable Recent Sports Scandals:
From a trash-can banging, sign-stealing scandal to the doping of horses and humans, World Almanac
editors select some of the sports world's biggest black marks from the last 20 years. The World at a
Glance: This annual feature of The World Almanac provides a quick look at the surprising stats and
curious facts that define the changing world. The Biden Administration: Complete coverage of the
presidential transition in Washington, DC, including cabinet-level leadership and the filling of other
key administration roles. Other New Highlights: First data available from the 2020 Census,
congressional appropriation and redistricting, and much more.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: The 50 Greatest Players in San Francisco
49ers History Robert W. Cohen, 2021-08-20 The San Francisco 49ers have one of the best records
in NFL history, with 20 division championships, seven conference championships, and five Super
Bowl championships. Robert Cohen ranks what he believes are the greatest players from 1-50, with
a few honorable mentions--
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Seattle Seahawks Super Season Mark Tye Turner,
2014-08-12 Relive the Seattle Seahawks Super Bowl Season through the eyes of the 12th Man. From
the perspective of a dedicated Seahawks fan, Mark Tye Turner, author of Notes from a 12 Man,
compiles this vivid and insightful account of the year the Seattle Seahawks won Super Bowl XLVIII
with coach Pete Carroll and quarterback Russell Wilson. Starting in the 2013 preseason and
following through to the aftermath of the team's momentous victory parade, Turner’s account of the
season is filled with stories and anecdotes from the Seahawks' thirty-eight-year history.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Pro Sports in 1993 David Ostrowsky, 2020-10-15
America and Canada both saw historic sports milestones in 1993. While the Dallas Cowboys and
Chicago Bulls reigned supreme, the Toronto Blue Jays won a second consecutive World Series on a
walk-off homer, and the Montreal Canadiens emerged as the last Canadian team to win a Stanley
Cup. While stars like Michael Jordan, Wayne Gretzky and Joe Montana overcame physical and
emotional challenges to make history, teams were performing unprecedented feats, from the Buffalo
Bills' unrivaled comeback on Wild Card Weekend to the Baltimore Orioles' unveiling of their
transformative ballpark design during All-Star Week. Drawing on original interviews with dozens of
former players and coaches, this book revisits an exceptional sports year for fans across North
America, with memorable stories involving some of the most iconic sports figures of the 1990s.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23
America loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout



American society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of
the nation. This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and
how sport pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early
1900s to the present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both
historical and contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical
encyclopedias on sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as
poetry, novels, music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and
people. While this encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse
aspects of sport in American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the
detailed nature of the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and
American culture. Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further
investigation of the topic.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: The Eagles Encyclopedia Ray Didinger, Robert S.
Lyons, 2018-10-17 An updated edition of the best-selling book The Eagles Encyclopedia celebrating
the Super Bowl Champions, the E-A-G-L-E-S!
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Chicago Bears History Roy Taylor, 2004
Presents a history of the Chicago Bears, from the team's inception to the present day.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Ice Bowl '67 Chuck Carlson, 2017-10-03 For
those players who remain, the scars still run deep when it comes to the infamous “Ice Bowl,” played
December 31, 1967, between the Green Bay Packers and Dallas Cowboys. There are players even
today who suffer the ravages of frostbite and lung damage from a game many of the players never
thought should have been played. As one player said, “It was just too damn cold. Who plays football
in that weather?” But play they did in the minus 45 degree wind-chill (that dropped to 65 below by
the end of the game) because the NFL championship, and a spot in the second Super Bowl, was on
the line. What resulted was a game that has become part legend, part myth. There are a thousand
stories from players and fans alike about a game that, 50 years later, remains embedded in NFL lore
because of its sheer drama. Everyone remembers the remarkable way the Packers won, capping off
a decade-long dynasty. The Cowboys, meanwhile, used the game as a building block that would
propel them into NFL domination for 20 years. But what few remember is that this was. In every way
imaginable, a game of survival, pitting man against the worst nature could deliver. This is a story
about a football game, the men who played it, the people who watched it, those who were inspired
by it and it’s a story, even a half century later, that remains unforgettable.
  super bowl preseason predictions history: Hail Victory Thom Loverro, 2008-05-02 A
you-are-there history of one of football's most successful and beloved teams Who is the greatest
quarterback in Redskins history? Baugh? Jurgensen? Theismann? Rypien? However you answer that
question, you'll find plenty of evidence to support your argument in Hail Victory. Based on
sportswriter Thom Loverro's exclusive interviews with a host of the greatest players ever to wear the
team jersey, this comprehensive history of the tradition-rich Washington Redskins puts you on the
50-yard line to witness all of the team's most memorable moments and meet its greatest players, and
you'll hear what they have to say about the brightest and darkest moments from the Skins' past.
You'll discover: * Sonny Jurgensen's last conversation with Vince Lombardi * Jeff Rutledge's account
of the Greatest Comeback in Football History * Joe Theismann's take on the tackle that ended his
career * How George Allen assembled the Over the Hill Gang * Joe Jacoby's Hog's-eye view of all
three Redskins Super Bowl victories * Gene Pepper's memories of playing with the legendary Sammy
Baugh * And much more You'll also find color photos of outstanding players and coaches in action,
including Lombardi, George Allen, Theismann, Jurgensen, Joe Gibbs, and many others. If you love
the Skins, you must have Hail Victory!
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