
totalitarianism allegory

totalitarianism allegory is a powerful literary and artistic tool used to
critique and examine the dangers and implications of absolute, centralized
power. Throughout history, authors, filmmakers, and artists have employed
allegory to portray the oppressive nature of totalitarian regimes, making
abstract political concepts accessible and impactful for a broad audience.
This article explores the concept of totalitarianism allegory, tracing its
historical roots, examining key examples in literature and film, and
analyzing its enduring relevance in contemporary society. Readers will gain
insight into how allegory functions as both a warning and a reflection of
real-world political dynamics, and why it remains a critical device for
social commentary. By delving into major works, exploring thematic elements,
and considering the lasting effects of these allegories, this comprehensive
guide offers a thorough understanding of totalitarianism allegory and its
place in cultural discourse.
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Definition of Totalitarianism

Totalitarianism refers to a political system characterized by the absolute
and centralized control of the state, where individual freedoms are
suppressed and dissent is crushed. In such regimes, the government often
dictates every aspect of public and private life, utilizing surveillance,
propaganda, and strict censorship to maintain authority. Historical examples
include the Soviet Union under Stalin, Nazi Germany, and more recent
authoritarian states. The term itself conjures images of oppression, fear,
and the loss of personal autonomy.

What is an Allegory?

An allegory is a narrative or artistic representation in which characters,
events, or settings symbolize deeper meanings, often reflecting moral,
political, or philosophical themes. Allegories are used to convey complex



ideas in a more approachable and engaging manner, allowing readers or viewers
to interpret and critique underlying messages. In the context of
totalitarianism, allegory serves as a mirror to society, highlighting the
dangers and consequences of unchecked power.

Historical Origins of Totalitarianism Allegory

Early Literary Roots

The allegorical critique of authoritarian power can be traced back centuries.
Classical works, such as Plato’s "The Republic," pondered the nature of
governance and the risks of tyrannical rule. However, the concept of
totalitarianism allegory gained significant traction in the twentieth
century, as the world witnessed the rise of fascist and communist regimes.
The horrors experienced under leaders like Hitler and Stalin provided fertile
ground for writers and artists seeking to warn against the dangers of
absolute power.

Political Contexts That Shaped Allegory

Major historical events, including World War II, the Cold War, and various
revolutions, shaped the development of totalitarianism allegory. These
contexts inspired creators to use symbolic narratives as a means of
critiquing real-world governments. The psychological impact of living under
surveillance, fear, and propaganda became central themes, influencing the
allegorical approach in literature and film.

Major Literary Examples of Totalitarianism
Allegory

George Orwell’s "Animal Farm" and "1984"

George Orwell is perhaps the most iconic figure in the realm of
totalitarianism allegory. "Animal Farm" uses a farm of talking animals to
represent the rise of Soviet communism, exposing the corruption and betrayal
that can occur under totalitarian rule. "1984" presents a dystopian society
where Big Brother controls every aspect of life, illustrating the terrifying
extent of surveillance, censorship, and psychological manipulation. Both
works remain essential reading for understanding the allegorical critique of
totalitarian systems.

Aldous Huxley’s "Brave New World"

Aldous Huxley’s "Brave New World" offers a different take on totalitarianism
allegory, focusing on the dangers of a society obsessed with conformity,
technological control, and the suppression of individuality. The novel warns



against the loss of humanity and critical thinking in pursuit of stability
and uniformity.

Other Significant Allegorical Novels

"Fahrenheit 451" by Ray Bradbury: Explores censorship and thought
control in a future society where books are banned.

"We" by Yevgeny Zamyatin: Predates Orwell’s work and presents a
mechanized world governed by logic and devoid of emotion.

"The Handmaid’s Tale" by Margaret Atwood: Uses allegory to critique
religious authoritarianism and the subjugation of women.

Totalitarianism Allegory in Film and Media

Cinematic Interpretations

Film has proven to be a powerful medium for totalitarianism allegory,
bringing abstract concepts to life through visual storytelling. Movies such
as "V for Vendetta" employ masked rebellion to symbolize resistance against
oppressive government. "Brazil," directed by Terry Gilliam, uses absurdity
and surreal imagery to critique bureaucratic overreach and loss of
individuality.

Television and Contemporary Media

Television series like "The Man in the High Castle" and "Black Mirror"
incorporate totalitarianism allegory to explore alternative histories and
dystopian futures. These works reflect contemporary anxieties about
surveillance, loss of privacy, and the potential for technology to enable
authoritarian control. Media continues to evolve, but the allegorical warning
against totalitarianism remains a persistent and relevant theme.

Thematic Elements Found in Totalitarianism
Allegories

Common Motifs and Symbols

Surveillance: The omnipresent watchfulness of the state, as seen in
Orwell’s "Big Brother."

Propaganda: Manipulation of truth and information to maintain control.

Loss of Individuality: Characters often struggle against forces that



demand conformity.

Censorship: Suppression of knowledge, literature, and dissenting ideas.

Fear and Repression: Citizens live under constant threat, leading to
self-censorship and paranoia.

Psychological Impact on Characters

Totalitarianism allegories frequently depict the psychological toll on
individuals living under oppressive regimes. Characters may experience
alienation, paranoia, and a sense of powerlessness as they confront the
realities of surveillance and repression. These internal struggles serve to
humanize the broader political critique, making the allegory more relatable
and impactful.

Contemporary Relevance of Totalitarianism
Allegory

Modern Resonance

The allegorical warnings found in classic works remain relevant today as
societies grapple with issues of privacy, misinformation, and authoritarian
tendencies. Modern technology, social media, and mass surveillance have
introduced new dimensions to the discussion, prompting creators to adapt and
rethink totalitarianism allegory for the digital age.

Educational and Social Impact

Totalitarianism allegory serves as an educational tool, prompting critical
thinking and debate about political systems and individual rights. Schools
and universities often include these works in curricula to foster awareness
of historical and contemporary dangers. The allegories encourage society to
remain vigilant against the erosion of freedom and democratic principles.

Key Characteristics of Effective
Totalitarianism Allegory

Elements That Enhance Allegorical Power

Symbolism: Effective use of characters, objects, and settings to
represent abstract concepts.

Universal Themes: Addressing fundamental human concerns such as freedom,



autonomy, and morality.

Emotional Engagement: Creating relatable characters and situations that
evoke empathy and reflection.

Clear Critique: Articulating specific dangers of totalitarianism without
ambiguity.

Adaptability: The ability to resonate with different eras and audiences
by addressing evolving threats.

Challenges in Crafting Allegory

While allegory is a powerful tool, it presents challenges for creators.
Striking a balance between subtlety and clarity is essential; overly obscure
allegory may be missed, while heavy-handed symbolism can feel didactic. The
most successful totalitarianism allegories invite interpretation and
encourage readers or viewers to draw connections to real-world circumstances.

Trending and Relevant Questions and Answers
About Totalitarianism Allegory

Q: What is the purpose of using allegory to depict
totalitarianism?
A: Allegory allows creators to critique and examine the dangers of
totalitarian regimes in a way that is both engaging and accessible. By using
symbolic narratives, writers and artists can explore complex political
themes, warn against the loss of freedom, and encourage reflection on
historical and contemporary political systems.

Q: Which literary works are considered the most
influential totalitarianism allegories?
A: "Animal Farm" and "1984" by George Orwell, "Brave New World" by Aldous
Huxley, and "Fahrenheit 451" by Ray Bradbury are among the most influential
totalitarianism allegories. Each work uses symbolism and narrative to
highlight the risks and consequences of authoritarian rule.

Q: How do films and television use totalitarianism
allegory?
A: Films and television series frequently employ totalitarianism allegory
through dystopian settings, oppressive governments, and characters resisting
authority. Visual elements, such as surveillance cameras or propaganda
posters, reinforce the allegorical critique of centralized control.



Q: What are common themes found in totalitarianism
allegory?
A: Common themes include surveillance, censorship, propaganda, loss of
individuality, and psychological repression. These motifs help illustrate the
pervasive and damaging effects of totalitarian regimes.

Q: Why is totalitarianism allegory still relevant
today?
A: Totalitarianism allegory remains pertinent as societies face ongoing
challenges related to privacy, technology, misinformation, and potential
authoritarianism. Allegorical works serve as reminders to safeguard
democratic values and individual freedoms.

Q: Can totalitarianism allegory be found outside of
literature and film?
A: Yes, totalitarianism allegory is present in various art forms, including
visual arts, theater, and graphic novels. These mediums use symbolism and
narrative to critique authoritarianism and stimulate discussion.

Q: How does allegory differ from direct political
critique?
A: Allegory uses symbolic representation to convey political ideas
indirectly, allowing for broader interpretation and emotional resonance.
Direct critique, on the other hand, addresses issues more explicitly and may
lack the layered complexity of allegorical storytelling.

Q: What impact do totalitarianism allegories have on
education?
A: Totalitarianism allegories are used in educational settings to promote
critical thinking about governance, ethics, and history. Students learn to
analyze symbolism, consider multiple perspectives, and understand the
importance of defending human rights.

Q: What challenges do creators face when developing
totalitarianism allegories?
A: Creators must balance subtlety and clarity, ensuring their allegorical
messages are understood without being overly didactic. They must also adapt
their narratives to resonate with contemporary issues and changing political
contexts.
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  totalitarianism allegory: The Legacies of Totalitarianism Aviezer Tucker, 2015-10-15 This
book provides the first political theory of post-Communist Europe, discussing liberty, rights,
transitional justice, property, privatization, and rule of law.
  totalitarianism allegory: The GDR and Its History Peter Barker, 2000 Ten years have now
passed since the political changes in the GDR which led to unification. A central feature of the past
decade has been the discussion concerning the process of historical evaluation of the GDR's 40-year
existence. This volume takes as its main focus the official process of 'Geschichtsaufarbeitung', as
represented by the two Enquete Commissions set up by the Bundestag which completed their work
in 1994 and 1998 respectively. Several of the contributions are by leading participants in the
Commissions, such as Dorothee Wilms, the last CDU Minister for Inner-German Relations and
Markus Meckel MdB (SPD), the last Foreign Minister of the GDR and the original proposer of the
Commissions in the Bundestag. Other chapters look at the various independent initiatives in the area
of 'Geschichtsaufarbeitung', the role of the Commissions in the context of the overall
'Geschichtsdebatte' in relation to the GDR and the attitude of the PDS to the official process of
'Geschichtsaufarbeitung'. Other topics include an analysis of the way in which Buchenwald was
presented to the public after unification, a re-evaluation of the 'Zwangsvereinigung' of the KPD and
SPD, an examination of the role of education in the GDR, the controversial way in which the
Churches were treated in the work of the first Commission which led to the dissenting report by the
SPD members and the legacy of GDR architecture. This is the first volume in English on the
Enquete-Commissions and will be of interest to students and teachers of contemporary German
politics and history. It contains thirteen contributions, seven in English and six in German.
  totalitarianism allegory: The Lore of Idioms Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-15 In this
captivating exploration of language and communication, we delve into the fascinating world of
idioms, uncovering their origins, hidden meanings, and diverse usage across cultures and contexts.
Idioms are more than just colorful phrases; they are intricate tapestries of meaning, reflecting the
shared experiences, values, and beliefs of a linguistic community. They add depth and nuance to our
communication, allowing us to express complex ideas and emotions in a concise and often humorous
way. This comprehensive guide takes you on a journey through the world of idioms, exploring their
historical roots, cultural significance, and practical applications. Discover how idioms have evolved
over time, weaving their way into the fabric of our everyday speech, literature, and popular culture.
Beyond idioms, we also delve into the realm of nonverbal communication, examining the role of body
language, tone, intonation, and personal space in conveying meaning. Learn how these subtle cues
can enhance or contradict our spoken words, adding layers of significance to our interactions. With
engaging anecdotes, thought-provoking examples, and practical exercises, this book is the ultimate
resource for anyone seeking to master the art of communication. Whether you are a student, a
professional, or simply someone who wants to connect with others more effectively, this book will
provide you with the tools and insights you need to navigate the complexities of human expression.
Join us on this enlightening journey as we unravel the mysteries of idioms and nonverbal
communication, unlocking the secrets to more effective and meaningful communication. Embrace
the power of language and expression, and discover a world of hidden meanings and connections
that await your exploration. If you like this book, write a review!
  totalitarianism allegory: Memory, Allegory, and Testimony in South American Theater Ana

https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-15/Book?docid=dmQ98-9910&title=totalitarianism-allegory
https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-09/files?ID=IIm68-2626&title=latin-american-short-tales
https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-09/files?ID=IIm68-2626&title=latin-american-short-tales


Elena Puga, 2008-05-05 In this timely study, Puga compares contemporary Southern Cone
playwrights and their aesthetic strategies for subverting ideologies of dictatorship; in the process,
she traces the shaping of a resistant identity in memory, its direct expression in testimony, and its
indirect elaboration in two different kinds of allegory.
  totalitarianism allegory: Totalitarianism David D. Roberts, 2020-04-20 Less than a century
old, the concept of totalitarianism is one of the most controversial in political theory, with some
proposing to abandon it altogether. In this accessible, wide-ranging introduction, David Roberts
addresses the grounds for skepticism and shows that appropriately recast—as an aspiration and
direction, rather than a system of domination—totalitarianism is essential for understanding the
modern political universe. Surveying the career of the concept from the 1920s to today, Roberts
shows how it might better be applied to the three classic regimes of Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and
the Stalinist Soviet Union. Extending totalitarianism’s reach into the twenty-first century, he then
examines how Communist China, Vladimir Putin's Russia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
self-proclaimed Islamic State (IS), and the threat of the technological “surveillance state” can be
conceptualized in the totalitarian tradition. Roberts shows that although the term has come to have
overwhelmingly negative connotations, some have enthusiastically pursued a totalitarian
direction—and not simply for power, control, or domination. This volume will be essential reading for
any student, scholar or reader interested in how totalitarianism does, and could, shape our modern
political world.
  totalitarianism allegory: Poetic Imagery and Allegory in Ancient Epics Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-05-20 In this captivating exploration of ancient epics, we embark on a literary odyssey
that unveils the profound symbolism, allegory, and imagery woven into these timeless narratives.
Through an insightful analysis of iconic works, we delve into the depths of human nature, exploring
universal themes of love, honor, destiny, and the indomitable spirit of resilience. Ancient epics, like
intricate tapestries, are adorned with layers of meaning, inviting readers to unravel their hidden
truths. We decipher the symbolic language, uncovering the deeper significance behind characters,
events, and objects. Allegory becomes a lens through which we examine historical, political, and
moral undercurrents, revealing the enduring relevance of these ancient tales to our modern world.
Furthermore, we immerse ourselves in the rich tapestry of imagery that brings ancient epics to life.
Vivid descriptions of landscapes, battles, and supernatural encounters transport us to realms both
familiar and fantastical. Metaphors and similes illuminate the emotional and psychological depths of
characters, adding layers of complexity and depth to their journeys. Beyond their literary
significance, ancient epics offer a window into the cultural heritage and values of ancient
civilizations. They embody the hopes, fears, and aspirations of entire societies, providing invaluable
insights into the human experience. Through their enduring presence, these epics continue to
inspire, educate, and entertain readers, offering timeless wisdom and lessons that transcend
generations. Join us on this captivating journey into the realm of ancient epics. Together, we will
explore the works of renowned poets and storytellers, uncovering the hidden depths of their
narratives and the enduring legacy they have left on our collective consciousness. Prepare to be
captivated by tales of heroism, love, and adventure, as we delve into the timeless tapestry of ancient
epics. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  totalitarianism allegory: The Cambridge Companion to Allegory Rita Copeland, Peter T.
Struck, 2010-03-25 Allegory is a vast subject, and its knotty history is daunting to students and even
advanced scholars venturing outside their own historical specializations. This Companion will
present, lucidly, systematically, and expertly, the various threads that comprise the allegorical
tradition over its entire chronological range. Beginning with Greek antiquity, the volume shows how
the earliest systems of allegory developed in poetry dealing with philosophy, mystical religion, and
hermeneutics. Once the earliest histories and themes of the allegorical tradition have been
presented, the volume turns to literary, intellectual, and cultural manifestations of allegory through
the Middle Ages and Renaissance. The essays in the last section address literary and theoretical
approaches to allegory in the modern era, from reactions to allegory in the eighteenth and



nineteenth centuries to reevaluations of its power in the thought of the twentieth century and
beyond.
  totalitarianism allegory: Totalitarianism and Literary Discourse Irma Ratiani, 2011-10-18
The collection Totalitarianism and Literary Discourse represents selected proceedings from the
conference, Totalitarianism and Literary Discourse: 20th Century Experience, held in Tbilisi,
Georgia, in October 2009. The Tbilisi conference pioneered scholarly inquiry into post-Soviet space,
which evaluated political and cultural realia, emphasizing the challenges facing literature and
culture in totalitarian strangleholds, various kinds of ideological diktat, their possible forms and
consequences. The Soviet type of totalitarianism was especially accentuated. Decades after the
collapse of the Soviet Union, full comprehension of the process of Sovietization has become possible,
and in the field of literary studies scholars have worked on a number of issues: assessing conceptual
and motivational models of Soviet-period texts; demonstrating the reaction of literary discourse to
intellectual terror and systematizing alternative models offered by anti-Soviet discourse; exhibiting
the myths and stereotypes of the totalitarian epoch; and classifying literary genres. The collection
Soviet Totalitarianism and Literary Discourse has gathered papers by scholars from almost all of the
post-Soviet states, as well as of some other countries. It is a first attempt to solve the
above-mentioned issues and offers a wide array of questions.
  totalitarianism allegory: Bernard Shaw and Totalitarianism M. Yde, 2013-10-03 This book
reveals the genuity of Shaw's totalitarianism by looking at his material - articles, speeches, letters,
etc but is especially concerned with analyzing the utopian desire that runs through so many of
Shaw's plays; looking at his political and eugenic utopianism as expressed in his drama and
comparing this to his political totalitarianism.
  totalitarianism allegory: The Literary Underground: Writers and the Totalitarian Experience,
1900-1950 John Hoyles, 1991-06-15 This wide-ranging interdisciplinary study explores the concept
of totalitarianism in western thought from Rousseau to George Orwell, taking its examples from
twentieth-century European literature.
  totalitarianism allegory: The Post-Chornobyl Library Tamara Hundorova, 2019-12-10
Honorable Mention - American Association for Ukrainian Studies (AAUS) 2018-2019 Book Prize
Having exploded on the margins of Europe, Chornobyl marked the end of the Soviet Union and tied
the era of postmodernism in Western Europe with nuclear consciousness. The Post-Chornobyl
Library in Tamara Hundorova’s book becomes a metaphor of a new Ukrainian literature of the
1990s, which emerges out of the Chornobyl nuclear trauma of the 26th of April, 1986. Ukrainian
postmodernism turns into a writing of trauma and reflects the collisions of the post-Soviet time as
well as the processes of decolonization of the national culture. A carnivalization of the apocalypse is
the main paradigm of the post-Chornobyl text, which appeals to “homelessness” and the repetition of
“the end of histories.” Ironic language game, polymorphism of characters, taboo breaking, and filling
in the gaps of national culture testify to the fact that the Ukrainians were liberating themselves from
the totalitarian past and entering the society of the spectacle. Along this way, the post-Chornobyl
character turns into an ironist, meets with the Other, experiences a split of his or her self, and
witnesses a shift of geo-cultural landscapes.
  totalitarianism allegory: The Return of Totalitarianism Žarko Paić, 2022-12-07 This book
enters into a detailed discussion with many theorists of totalitarianism, and demands a re-evaluation
of approaches that speak of mass manipulation of people and ideological control mechanisms. Žarko
Paić shows that totalitarianism cannot be only a political-ideological problem, but rather a problem
of the relationship between the technosphere, political power, and the narcissistic culture of the
spectacle, which offers postmodern revisionism and forgetfulness of history as opposed to brave
civic participation in the public sphere of acting together. He investigates the transformations the
political and cultural processes linked to the notion of ‘totalitarianism’ undergo in the contemporary
world, and the transformations (and differences) that this notion expresses today in comparison to
what was realized by fascism, Nazism, and Stalinism in the 20th century.
  totalitarianism allegory: History of Totalitarianism Nicky Huys, 2025-10-04 History of



Totalitarianism delves into the rise and fall of totalitarian regimes throughout the 20th century,
examining the ideologies and practices that underpin these oppressive systems. From Stalin's Soviet
Union to Hitler's Nazi Germany and Mao's China, the book provides a comprehensive analysis of
how totalitarian governments manipulate power, suppress dissent, and control the populace through
propaganda and violence. It explores the psychological and social factors that allow such regimes to
flourish, as well as the historical contexts that gave rise to their ideologies. With a focus on the
human experience, the book sheds light on the impact of totalitarianism on individual lives and
societies. Readers will gain insight into the lessons learned from history, understanding the
importance of safeguarding democracy and human rights in the face of authoritarianism. This book
is essential for anyone seeking to grasp the complexities of political power and its implications for
freedom and justice.
  totalitarianism allegory: Paradoxes of Stasis Tatjana Gajic, 2019-01-01 Paradoxes of Stasis
examines the literary and intellectual production of the Francoist period by focusing on Spanish
writers following the Spanish Civil War: the regime's supporters and its opponents, the victors and
the vanquished. Concentrating on the tropes of immobility and movement, Tatjana Gaji? analyzes the
internal politics of the Francoist regime and concurrent cultural manifestations within a broad
theoretical and historical framework in light of the Greek notion of stasis and its contemporary
interpretations. In Paradoxes of Stasis, Gaji? argues that the combination of Francoism's long
duration and the uncertainty surrounding its ending generated an undercurrent of restlessness in
the regime's politics and culture. Engaging with a variety of genres--legal treatises, poetry, novels,
essays, and memoir--Gaji? examines the different responses to the underlying tensions of the
Francoist era in the context of the regime's attempts at reform and consolidation and in relation to
oppositional writers' critiques of Francoism's endurance. By elucidating different manifestations of
stasis in the politics, literature, and thought of the Francoist period, Paradoxes of Stasis reveals the
contradictions of the era and offers new critical tools for understanding their relevance.
  totalitarianism allegory: Art, Politics, and Commerce in Chinese Cinema Ying Zhu,
Stanley Rosen, 2010-06-01 Ying Zhu and Stanley Rosen have brought together some of the leading
scholars and critics of Chinese cinema to rethink the political mutations, market manifestations, and
artistic innovations that have punctuated a century of Chinese screen memories. From animation to
documentary, history of the industry to cinematic attempts to recreate history, propaganda to
piracy, the influx of Hollywood imports to Chinese-style blockbusters, Art, Politics, and Commerce in
Chinese Cinema presents a fresh set of critical approaches to the field that should be required
reading for scholars, students, and anyone interested in the past, present, and future of one of the
most vibrant and dynamic film industries in the world.-Michael Berry, author, Jia Zhangke's
Hometown Trilogy and A History of Pain An excellent collection of articles that together offer a
superb introduction to contemporary Chinese film studies.-Richard Pena, Program Director, Film
Society of Lincoln Center This is one of the most important, comprehensive, and profoundly
important books about Chinese cinema. As correctly pointed out by the editors of the volume,
understanding of the emerging film industry in China requires a systematic examination of arts,
politics, and commerce of Chinese cinema. By organizing the inquiry of the Chinese film industry
around its local and global market, politics, and film art, the authors place the current
transformation of Chinese cinema within a large framework. The book has set a new standard for
research on Chinese cinema. It is a must-read for students of arts, culture, and politics in
China.-Tianjian Shi, Duke University Art politics, and commerce are intertwined everywhere, but in
China the interplay is explicit, intimate, and elemental, and nowhere more so than in the film
industry. Understanding this interplay in the era of market reform and globalization is essential to
understanding mainland Chinese cinema. This interdisciplinary book provides a comprehensive
reappraisal of Chinese cinema, surveying the evolution of film production and consumption in
mainland China as a product of shifting relations between art, politics, and commerce. Within these
arenas, each of the twelve chapters treats a particular history, development, genre, filmmaker or
generation of filmmakers, adding up to a distinctively comprehensive rendering of Chinese cinema.



The book illuminates China's changing stat-society relations, the trajectory of marketization and
globalization, the effects of China's start historical shifts, Hollywood's role, the role of nationalism,
and related themes of interest to scholars of Asian studies, cinema and media studies, political
science, sociology comparative literature and Chinese language. Ying Zhu is professor of cinema
studies in the Department of Media Culture and co-coordinator of the Modern China Studies
Program at the City University of New York, College of Staten Island. Stanley Rosen is director of
the East Asian Studies Center and a professor of political science at the University of Southern
California.
  totalitarianism allegory: Re-Entering Old Spaces Aleksandra Nikcevic-Batricevic,
2016-05-11 This book is a product of the XI International Conference on English Language and
Literary Studies held in Montenegro in 2014. The “old spaces” were taken as a metaphorical tool for
reintroducing a wide range of established topics with new approaches. Space was, thus, understood
as physical, mechanical, continuous, linear, as measurable and symbolic, as subjective and
relational, and as aesthetic. It was found on maps, in architecture, on theatre stages, in books, in
hearts, in one’s identity, in time, and in theses and theories from the Aristotelian topos to Einstein’s
construct of space-time. Therefore, the means of travel to these spaces and the forms the journeys
take are also multifarious. However, so are the discursive strategies and their limitations when it
comes to presenting the journeys and their destinations. The contributors to this volume represent a
range of nationalities, and present research that either follows in the footsteps of other authors, in a
literal or secondary literary journey to real geographical places, or observes the universal literary
and old theoretical issues through new critical lenses. Indeed, they are often on both roads,
witnessing how inextricable human efforts are to finding, identifying, and aestheticising oneself in
relation to a particular space. Their contributions to this book expose how “spaces” were created
and recreated through writing and symbolical representations in general. They also show how the
images of these spaces have been changing in consent to the intentions of their visitors, and reveal
that persistent and obstinate moment in a space that despite, or in spite of, changing perspectives,
itself refuses to be changed. The book will encourage for further contributions to this expanding
field in the humanities. In their numerous and distinct ways, the contributions to this particular book
maintain that understanding how spaces are conceived and conceptualised is of pronounced
importance in the globalized world in which cultures are gradually losing authenticities, while their
spaces – geographical, tourist, spiritual, literary, aesthetic – are as reflective of the “visitors” as they
are of the “hosts.”
  totalitarianism allegory: The Art of Czech Animation Adam Whybray, 2020-06-25 The Art of
Czech Animation is the first comprehensive English language account of Czech animation from the
1920s to the present, covering both 2D animation forms and CGI, with a focus upon the stop-motion
films of Jirí Trnka, Hermína Týrlová, Jan Švankmajer and Jirí Barta. Stop-motion is a highly embodied
form of animation and The Art of Czech Animation develops a new materialist approach to studying
these films. Instead of imposing top-down Film Theory onto its case studies, the book's analysis is
built up from close readings of the films themselves, with particular attention given to their
non-human objects. In a time of environmental crisis, the unique way Czech animated films use
allegory to de-centre the human world and give a voice to non-human aspects of the natural world
points us towards a means by which culture can increase ecological awareness in viewers. Such a
refutation of a human-centred view of the world was contrary to communist orthodoxy and it
remains so under late-stage consumer-capitalism. As such, these films do not only offer beautiful
examples of allegory, but stand as models of political dissent. The Art of Czech Animation is a unique
endeavour of film philosophy to provide a materialist appraisal of a heretofore neglected strand of
Central-Eastern European cinema.
  totalitarianism allegory: Our Orwell, Right or Left C. J. Fusco, 2009-05-27 Writers’ words
have always been used by pundits and politicos in order to further their own agendas, but it is
probable that no writer’s work has been used (and misused) as frequently and as effectively as
George Orwell’s. Once the champion of Europe’s down-and-out and a self-proclaimed advocate of



Socialism, Orwell was, understandably, embraced by many on the Left during his own lifetime.
Following the publications of Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four – and the writer’s own death
shortly thereafter – Orwell also became a patron saint of sorts for many on the Right. Within the
arenas of political theory and literary criticism, this confusing and seemingly contradictory turn of
events has resulted in an ongoing battle over the writer’s legacy. Our Orwell, Right or Left examines
Orwell’s reception history in order to decode why critics on both ends of the political spectrum have
been compelled to claim Orwell as one of their own, and how they have gone about doing so. In
many cases, when Orwell’s writing has been misused by those in politics, it has, alarmingly,
reflected the same species of dangerous propaganda that Orwell had warned about in his final two
books. As there is an inherent problem with a situation in which critics have misrepresented the
scope and focus or Orwell’s writing – whether the misrepresentation happens to be intentional or not
– Our Orwell, Right or Left takes a close look at the details of Orwell’s own writing and juxtaposes
what George Orwell had written with the often dubious claims of his proponents. Manipulative
political propaganda, however, is but one of the many very dangerous symptoms of repression and
tyranny that Orwell had warned against in his writing. As Our Orwell, Right or Left shows, there are
many aspects of our contemporary culture that are worryingly similar to the Oceania of Orwell’s
Nineteen Eighty-Four. That Orwell’s writing still remains prescient even approaching sixty years
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  totalitarianism allegory: Race and the Totalitarian Century Vaughn Rasberry, 2016-10-03
Vaughn Rasberry turns to black culture and politics for an alternative history of the totalitarian
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