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sharia law book english is a topic that draws attention from scholars,
students, and curious readers seeking to understand the principles,
interpretations, and applications of Islamic law in an English-language
context. This article provides a comprehensive overview of sharia law books
available in English, exploring their historical development, key topics
covered, and their significance in academic, legal, and religious studies.
Readers will discover the origins of sharia, the challenges and
considerations in translating Islamic legal texts, and recommendations for
essential books that serve as reliable resources. Whether you are researching
for academic purposes, personal interest, or legal reference, this guide will
help you navigate the world of sharia law literature in English. Continue
reading to explore detailed insights, practical lists, and expert
perspectives on sharia law books in English.
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Understanding Sharia Law: Origins and
Principles
Sharia law is an intricate legal system rooted in Islamic teachings and
traditions, governing both private and public aspects of life. Emerging from
the Quran, Hadith, and centuries of scholarly interpretation, sharia
encompasses moral codes, rituals, and legal norms. The framework of sharia
law addresses topics such as worship, family matters, business transactions,
criminal justice, and social behavior. Its origins date back to the early
Islamic period, evolving through different schools of thought and regional
practices. For readers seeking to understand sharia law through English-
language books, it is essential to grasp its foundational principles,
including justice, fairness, and the pursuit of social harmony.



Foundational Sources of Sharia
The primary sources of sharia are the Quran and the Sunnah, which include the
teachings and practices of Prophet Muhammad. Secondary sources involve
scholarly consensus (ijma), analogical reasoning (qiyas), and other juristic
methods. English translations of these sources are crucial for non-Arabic
speakers who wish to engage with Islamic jurisprudence and ethics.

Quran: The central religious text in Islam.

Sunnah: The traditions and practices of the Prophet Muhammad.

Ijma: Scholarly consensus on legal matters.

Qiyas: Analogical reasoning applied to new cases.

Customary Law: Local practices that align with Islamic principles.

The Importance of English Translations for
Sharia Law Books
As Islam spread globally, the need for accessible sharia law resources in
various languages became increasingly important. English translations of
sharia law books serve as a bridge for students, legal professionals, and the
wider public in non-Arabic-speaking regions. They provide critical insights
into Islamic jurisprudence, facilitate interfaith dialogue, and contribute to
comparative legal studies.

Academic and Legal Relevance
English-language sharia law books are widely used in universities, law
schools, and research institutions. They support the study of Islamic legal
history, comparative law, and religious studies. Legal practitioners rely on
these translations to interpret Islamic law in multicultural contexts,
especially in countries with significant Muslim populations.

Accessibility for Non-Muslim Readers
Sharia law books in English are invaluable for non-Muslim readers who wish to
understand the principles and practices of Islamic law. These resources
foster mutual understanding, reduce misconceptions, and encourage respectful
engagement across cultures and faiths.



Main Topics Covered in Sharia Law Books in
English
Sharia law books in English encompass a wide range of subjects, reflecting
the diversity and complexity of Islamic law. The content varies depending on
the intended audience, the level of scholarly detail, and the scope of the
book. Commonly addressed topics include legal theory, family law, criminal
law, commercial law, and ethical foundations.

Legal Theory and Methodology
Many sharia law books start with the basics of Islamic legal theory,
explaining terms, principles, and the development of jurisprudential schools.
Readers gain insights into the methodologies applied by classical and
contemporary jurists.

Family and Personal Status Law
Family law is a central focus of many sharia law texts, covering marriage,
divorce, child custody, inheritance, and guardianship. English-language books
present the differences and similarities between various schools of Islamic
thought.

Criminal and Civil Law
Some English sharia law books delve into criminal offenses, civil disputes,
and the corresponding punishments or remedies. They provide an overview of
procedural rules, evidentiary standards, and the rights of the accused under
Islamic law.

Commercial and Economic Regulations
Islamic commercial law addresses contracts, financial transactions, banking,
and zakat (charitable giving). These topics are increasingly relevant in the
context of Islamic finance and global business practices.

Recommended Sharia Law Books in English
A well-chosen sharia law book in English offers reliable information, clear
explanations, and authoritative references. The following titles are widely
recognized for their scholarly rigor and accessibility:



“An Introduction to Islamic Law” by Joseph Schacht – A foundational work1.
on the history and principles of Islamic law.

“Islamic Law: Theory and Practice” edited by David Powers – Covers both2.
classical and contemporary issues in Islamic jurisprudence.

“Shari’a: Theory, Practice, Transformations” by Wael B. Hallaq –3.
Explores the evolution of sharia law and its modern adaptations.

“Islamic Law in Modern World” by Mohammad Hashim Kamali – Focuses on the4.
application of sharia in contemporary legal systems.

“Introduction to Islamic Law” by C. G. Weeramantry – Provides a5.
comparative perspective on Islamic and Western legal traditions.

“The Spirit of Islamic Law” by Bernard G. Weiss – Explains the ethical6.
and philosophical dimensions of sharia.

“Islamic Family Law in a Changing World” by Abdullahi An-Na’im –7.
Examines family law reforms and challenges in Muslim societies.

Challenges in Translating Sharia Law Texts
Translating sharia law texts into English involves complex linguistic,
cultural, and legal considerations. The nuances of Arabic legal terminology
and the context-specific nature of Islamic jurisprudence often present
obstacles for translators and readers alike.

Accuracy and Interpretation
Ensuring accuracy in translation requires a deep understanding of both
Islamic law and legal language. Ambiguous terms and cultural references may
lead to misinterpretation if not handled carefully. Scholars often provide
explanatory footnotes and commentaries to clarify meanings.

Maintaining Original Intent
Preserving the original intent of sharia law is vital when producing English-
language books. Translators must avoid imposing Western legal concepts that
may not align with Islamic jurisprudence, and should strive for fidelity to
the source material.



Accessibility vs. Depth
Balancing accessibility for general readers with the depth required by
scholars is another challenge. Some books prioritize readability, while
others offer exhaustive technical detail suitable for advanced study. Readers
should select books that match their background and needs.

How to Choose the Right Sharia Law Book in
English
Selecting the best sharia law book in English depends on your purpose, level
of expertise, and the specific aspects of Islamic law you wish to study. With
numerous titles available, a strategic approach will help you identify the
most suitable resource.

Consider Your Objectives
Determine whether you need an introductory overview, an academic textbook, or
a specialized legal reference. Beginners may prefer concise guides, while
advanced readers should seek comprehensive works with extensive citations and
analysis.

Evaluate Author Credentials
Review the credentials of the authors and editors to ensure they possess
recognized expertise in Islamic law. Books written or endorsed by leading
scholars offer greater reliability and scholarly value.

Assess Book Structure and Features
Examine the book’s structure, including chapters, glossaries, appendices, and
indexes. Additional features such as case studies, comparative analyses, and
practical examples enhance the learning experience.

Introductory guides for general readers

Scholarly texts for academic study

Legal reference books for practitioners

Comparative law books for broader context



Conclusion
Sharia law books in English play a vital role in bridging cultural, academic,
and legal divides. They offer accessible pathways to understanding Islamic
legal principles, historical developments, and contemporary applications. By
choosing authoritative texts, readers can gain valuable insights into the
complexities of sharia, enrich their research, and contribute to informed
discussions on Islamic law. With careful selection and a clear understanding
of your objectives, the right sharia law book in English can serve as an
indispensable resource for study, reference, and personal growth.

Q: What is a sharia law book in English?
A: A sharia law book in English is a publication that explains the
principles, rules, and practices of Islamic law, translated or originally
written in English for non-Arabic speakers.

Q: Why are English translations of sharia law books
important?
A: English translations make Islamic legal principles accessible to a global
audience, support academic and legal research, and promote cross-cultural
understanding.

Q: Which are the most recommended sharia law books
in English?
A: Popular titles include “An Introduction to Islamic Law” by Joseph Schacht,
“Shari’a: Theory, Practice, Transformations” by Wael B. Hallaq, and “Islamic
Law: Theory and Practice” edited by David Powers.

Q: What topics do sharia law books in English
typically cover?
A: Common topics include legal theory, family law, criminal law, commercial
law, ethical principles, and the historical development of Islamic
jurisprudence.

Q: How accurate are English translations of sharia
law texts?
A: Accuracy varies by author and translator; reputable books use expert
translators and provide explanatory notes to clarify complex concepts.



Q: Can non-Muslims benefit from reading sharia law
books in English?
A: Yes, non-Muslims can gain valuable insights into Islamic law, its cultural
context, and its influence on legal systems around the world.

Q: What challenges do translators face with sharia
law books?
A: Translators must navigate linguistic nuances, cultural differences, and
legal terminology to ensure faithful representation of Islamic law.

Q: Are sharia law books in English suitable for
academic study?
A: Many sharia law books in English are designed for academic research and
are widely used in universities, law schools, and scholarly publications.

Q: How can I choose the best sharia law book in
English for my needs?
A: Consider your objectives, the author’s credentials, the book’s structure,
and whether it matches your level of expertise.

Q: Do sharia law books in English discuss modern
legal issues?
A: Yes, many contemporary books address the application of Islamic law in
modern legal systems, including family law reforms, commercial law, and human
rights.
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  sharia law book english: Shari'a (Islamic Law): Oxford Bibliographies Online Research
Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars
and students of Islamic studies find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best
available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
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journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable
introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of
scholarly interest within this topic. In Islamic studies, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels
are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool
for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of
an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Islamic Studies, a dynamic, continuously updated,
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials
relevant to the study of the Islamic religion and Muslim cultures. Oxford Bibliographies Online
covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit
www.aboutobo.com.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law on Trial Dr. Sohaira Z. M. Siddiqui, 2025-04-15 Prior to
the East India Company’s establishment in India in 1661, Islamic law was widely applied by the
Mughal Empire. But as the Company’s power grew, it established a court system intended to limit
Islamic law. Following the Great Rebellion of 1857, the decentralized Islamic legal system was
replaced with a new standardized system. Islamic Law on Trial interrogates the project of juridical
colonization and demonstrates that alongside—and despite—the violent displacement of Muslim
legal sovereignty, Muslims were able to engage with and even champion Islamic law from inside the
colonial judiciary. The outcome of their work was a paradoxical legal terrain that appeared
legitimate to both Muslim practitioners and English colonizers. Sohaira Siddiqui challenges
long-standing assumptions about Islamic law under British rule, the ways in which colonial power
displaced preexisting traditions, and how local Muslim elites navigated the new institutions imposed
upon them.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law in Circulation Mahmood Kooria, 2022-03-31 Analysing
the spread and survival of Islamic legal ideas and commentaries in the Eastern Mediterranean and
the Indian Ocean littorals, Islamic Law in Circulation focuses on Shāfiʿīsm, one of the four Sunnī
schools of Islamic law. It explores how certain texts shaped, transformed and influenced the juridical
thoughts and lives of a significant community over a millennium in and between Asia, Africa and
Europe. By examining the processes of the spread of legal texts and their roles in society, as well as
thinking about how Afrasian Muslims responded to these new arrivals of thoughts and texts,
Mahmood Kooria weaves together a narrative with the textual descendants from places such as
Damascus, Mecca, Cairo, Malabar, Java, Aceh and Zanzibar to tell a compelling story of how Islam
contributed to the global history of law from the thirteenth to the twentieth century.
  sharia law book english: The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Law Anver M. Emon, Rumee Ahmed,
2018 A comprehensive guide to Islamic legal scholarship, this Handbook offers a direct and
accessible introduction to Islamic law and the academic debates within the field. Topics include
textual sources and authority, institutions, substantive legal areas, Islamic legal philosophy, and
Islamic law in the Muslim World and in Muslim minority countries.
  sharia law book english: Urheberrecht und Scharia Maurice Zomorrodi, 2024-12-09 Die
Globalisierung des Rechts macht verbindende moralische Narrative zwingend erforderlich, denn die
Überzeugungskraft des Rechts hängt von der moralischen Anerkennung (Akzeptanz) der Idee des
Rechts ab. So muss auch das Urheberrecht auf ein interreligiöses und interkulturelles
Wertefundament gestellt werden. Die Rechtsordnungen islamischer Länder – wie die des Irans –
haben sich so erheblich abgegrenzt und unabhängig von westlichen Rechtssystemen entwickelt,
dass man größtmögliche Unterschiede erwarten und zugleich davon ausgehen kann, dass die
gefundenen Gemeinsamkeiten so nah wie möglich an allgemeingültige Gerechtigkeitsnormen
heranreichen. Die verbindenden Narrative stellen also ein universelles moralisches Gebot zum
Schutz der Urheber:innen dar. The globalization of law necessitates compelling moral narratives
because the persuasiveness of law depends on the moral recognition (acceptance) of the idea of law.



Therefore, copyright law must also be grounded on an interreligious and intercultural value
foundation. The legal systems of Islamic countries – such as Iran's – have significantly differentiated
and developed independently from Western legal systems. When comparing these legal systems one
can expect the greatest possible differences while also assuming that the commonalities approach
universal norms of justice as closely as possible. Thus, the connecting narratives represent a
universal moral imperative to protect creators.
  sharia law book english: The Legal and Regulatory Aspects of Islamic Banking Abdul Karim
Aldohni, 2012-05-23 During the last ten years the Islamic banking sector has grown rapidly, at an
international level, as well as in individual jurisdictions including the UK. Islamic finance differs
quite substantially from conventional banking, using very different mechanisms, and operating
according to a different theory as it is based on Islamic law. Yet at the same time it is always subject
to the law of the particular financial market in which it operates. This book takes a much-needed and
comprehensive look at the legal and regulatory aspects which affect Islamic finance law, and
examines the current UK and international banking regulatory frameworks which impact on this
sector. The book examines the historical genesis of Islamic banking, looking at how it has developed
in Muslim countries before going on to consider the development of Islamic banking in the UK and
the legal position of Islamic banks within English law. The book explores company, contract, and
some elements of tax law and traces the impact it has had on the development of Islamic banking in
the UK, before going on to argue that the current legal and regulatory framework which affects the
Islamic banking sector has on certain occasions had an unintended adverse impact on Islamic
banking in the UK. The book also provides an overview of the Malaysian experience in relation to
some of the main legal and regulatory challenges in the context of Islamic banking and finance.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law in Action Kristen Stilt, 2012-01-12 A dynamic account of
the practice of Islamic law, this book focuses on the actions of a particular legal official, the
muhtasib, whose vast jurisdiction included all public behavior. In the cities of Cairo and neighboring
Fustat during the Mamluk period (1250-1517), the men who held the position of muhtasib acted as
regulators of markets and public spaces generally. They traversed their jurisdictions carrying out
the duty to command right and forbid wrong, and were as much a part of the legal landscape as the
better-known figures of judge and mufti. Taking directions from the rulers, the sultan foremost
among them, they were also guided by legal doctrine as formulated by the jurists, combining these
two sources of law in one face of authority. The daily workings of the law are illuminated by the
reports of the muhtasib in the vivid Mamluk-era chronicles, which often also captured the responses
of the individuals who encountered the official. The book is organized around actions taken by the
muhtasib in the areas of Muslim devotional and pious practices; crimes and offenses; the
management of Christians and Jews; market regulation and consumer protection; the specific
markets for essential bread; currency and taxes; and public order. The case studies presented show
that while legal doctrine was clearly relevant to the muhtasib's actions, the policy demands of the
sultan were also quite significant, and rules from both sources of authority intersected with social,
political, economic, and personal factors to create full and vibrant scenarios that reveal the practice
of Islamic law.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law in Palestine and Israel Eisenman, 2022-04-25
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law and International Commercial Arbitration Maria Bhatti,
2018-09-27 This book examines the intersection between contemporary International Commercial
Arbitration and Shariʿa law in order to determine possible tensions that may arise between the two
systems. It develops evidentiary and procedural rules under Shariʿa, as well as examining the
consequences of stipulating qualifications of arbitrators based on gender and/or religion. The author
extensively analyses the prohibition against interest (riba) and uncertainty (gharar) under Shariʿa
and its impact on arbitration agreements, arbitral awards and public policy. The book also explores
the prohibition against riba in light of international conventions, such as the United Nations
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods. Case studies in the book include the
Asian International Arbitration Centre, formerly the Kuala Lumpur Regional Centre for Arbitration,



and the International Islamic Centre for Reconciliation and Arbitration, as well as the ‘Shari’a
Standards’ developed by the Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic Financial Institutions.
The book will be a valuable resource for academics, students and practitioners working in the areas
of Islamic law and the Islamic finance industry.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law on Trial Sohaira Z. M. Siddiqui, 2025-06-10 Prior to the
East India Company’s establishment in India in 1661, Islamic law was widely applied by the Mughal
Empire. But as the Company’s power grew, it established a court system intended to limit Islamic
law. Following the Great Rebellion of 1857, the decentralized Islamic legal system was replaced with
a new standardized system. Islamic Law on Trial interrogates the project of juridical colonization
and demonstrates that alongside—and despite—the violent displacement of Muslim legal
sovereignty, Muslims were able to engage with and even champion Islamic law from inside the
colonial judiciary. The outcome of their work was a paradoxical legal terrain that appeared
legitimate to both Muslim practitioners and English colonizers. Sohaira Siddiqui challenges
long-standing assumptions about Islamic law under British rule, the ways in which colonial power
displaced preexisting traditions, and how local Muslim elites navigated the new institutions imposed
upon them.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law in Practice Mashood A. Baderin, 2017-03-02 Islamic law
influences the lives of Muslims today as aspects of the law are applied as part of State law in
different forms in many areas of the world. This volume provides a much needed collection of
articles that explore the complexities involved in the application of Islamic law within the
contemporary legal systems of different countries today, with particular reference to Saudi Arabia,
Morocco, Indonesia, Nigeria, Turkey, Malaysia and Pakistan. The articles identify the relevant areas
of difficulties and also propose possible ways of realising a more effective and equitable application
of Islamic law in the contemporary world. The volume features an introductory overview of the
subject as well as a comprehensive bibliography to aid further research.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law Hunt Janin, André Kahlmeyer, 2015-01-09 The sharia is
a set of traditional laws that define a Muslim's obligations to God and his fellow human beings.
Westerners often misunderstand the nature of the sharia, born as it is of a complicated legal and
academic tradition that may not always seem relevant to today's world. Written for those unfamiliar
with Islam, this volume provides an accurate and objective assessment of the sharia's achievements,
shortcomings and future prospects. It explores the fundamentals of Islam and traditional sharia
laws. In addition, the sharia is discussed with respect to Ottoman law, puritanism and jihad. The
sharia's relevance to today's world events is also explored. Among items provided in appendices are
a commentary on a Western translation of the concept of jihad and an analysis of the sharia in 29
selected countries.
  sharia law book english: Introduction to Islamic Law Ahmed Akgunduz, 2010-01-01 “The
world today has become one large village. Muslims and non-Muslims live side by side and have to
learn about one another, share commonalities and respect differences. At this time more than one
and a half billion Muslims live in this village. Some of them are pious Muslims, trying to live in
accordance with Islamic rules, whereas others do not while believing that these rules come from
God (the Qur’an), from interpretations of His Messenger (the Sunnah) or the consensus of Muslim
jurists (ijmâ‘), and are at least rules derived via analogy (qiyâs) from the main sources of Islam. Most
Muslims think along these lines and agree with the above. The reader should remember that Muslim
individuals should live according to Islamic rules in private, but no individual is responsible for
implementing Islamic law. In any event, the need to learn the facts about Islamic law is necessary
for Muslims as well as for non-Muslims if they live in the same society with Muslims, at least in the
sense of general information. In any event, the need to learn the facts about Islamic law is necessary
for Muslims as well as for non-Muslims if they live in the same society with Muslims, at least in the
sense of general information. We should keep in mind here that only sovereign Muslim
states/governments have the legal authority to implement Islamic law. An individual Muslim has no
legal authority or power to implement Islamic law. The law of Islam certainly does not say that every



Muslim is obliged to implement Islamic law. It matters not how efficient and popular that individual
may be as a brave warrior or a meticulous planner of unlawful and immoral schemes of hatred,
terror and destruction. Only people who are properly qualified and trained, and hold a license from
Muslim governmental authorities, have the authority to issue fatwâs. Not every Muslim individual
qualifies as a Muftî (a jurist-consult or scholar of law who has been given a license to issue fatwâs.).
For this reason Bediuzzaman says: “And we know that the fundamental aims of the Qur’an and its
essential elements are fourfold: divine unity (al-tawhîd), prophethood (al-nubuwwah), the
resurrection of the dead (al-hashr), and justice (al-ʿadalah). Al-Adâlah means law. He adds in another
treatise: “Let our ulul-amr (satesmen and political authorities) think over implementing these rules”.
This book is divided into eight chapters. Chapter I.Because of the many misunderstandings that
arise, some terms related to Islamic Law, such as Sharî‛ah, fiqh, qânûn, ‘urf, Islamic Law, and
Muhammadan Law are explained. Chapter II.Here, in this chapter dedicated to references on Islamic
Law, the real added value of this book is found. Chapter III. This chapter looks at four periods of
Islamic Law: the period of the Prophet Muhammad, the period of the Companions, the period of the
Tabi‘în, and an introduction to the period of Mujtahidîn. Chapter IV. We will provide detailed
information here on the different law schools and theological divisions. Chapter V. This chapter will
be devoted to a period of Islamic law that has been neglected in both old and new books and articles,
i.e. the period of Islamic Law after the Turks converted to Islam (960-1926). Chapter VI. This
chapter will focus also on three main subjects: Anglo-Muhammadan law (Indo-Muslim law), Syariah
or Islamic Law in Southeast Asia, and Islamic Law in contemporary Muslim states like Egypt,
Pakistan, Morocco, Indonesia and Jordan. Chapter VII. We will explain the system and methodology
of Islamic Law in this chapter. Chapter VIII. We will give some brief information here on the
implementation of Islamic Law, its future; some encyclopedical works on Islamic law, and new
institutions of Islamic fiqh.”
  sharia law book english: Islamic Law Practice and Procedure in Nigerian Courts
Abubakar, Adamu, 2017-05-01 Islamic Law Practice and Procedure in Nigerian Courts is about the
rules of practice, procedure and evidence in trials of civil and criminal cases before Area Courts,
Sharia Courts, Upper Area Courts, Upper Sharia Courts, Sharia Courts of Appeal, Court of Appeal
and indeed Supreme Court of Nigeria in matters concerning application of Islamic law and practice.
The subject of the book is copiously elucidated for the first time with verity of dictas from the
reported cases from superior courts in Nigeria. It is of nineteen chapters with a number of parts and
paragraphs to make for easy application. The book is designed to ensure quick dispensation of
justice without sacrificing the need for fair hearing. A must for judges, advocates and students of
Islamic law and practice.
  sharia law book english: On Theocratic Criminal Law Bahman Khodadadi, 2024-09-25 On
Theocratic Criminal Law explores the roots and structures of the criminal law system of the world's
most prominent constitutional theocracy, the Islamic Republic of Iran. While discussing the
processes of forced de-westernization and de-modernization which occurred in the wake of the
Islamic Revolution, this work examines how the Islamic conception of civil order and polity has been
established within the legal and theological framework of the Iranian Constitution. The book
engages in a process of 'rational reconstruction' of Iranian theocratic criminal law and offers a
critical analysis of the way criminal law functions as the centrepiece of this mode of political
domination. It illuminates how this revelation-based, punitive ideology functions, how the current
Islamic Penal Code (IPC) mirrors prevailing Shiite jurisprudence, and ultimately, from what sort of
fundamental defects theocratic criminal law in Iran is suffering. This work provides a critical
assessment of the criminalization and sentencing theories that have stemmed from the shariatization
(Islamization) of all law in the wake of the Islamic Revolution of 1979. By embarking upon a typology
of punishment in Shiite Islamic jurisprudence and the Iranian Islamic Penal Code the book then
provides a systematic critical analysis of the three types of punishment stipulated in the Iranian
Penal Code, namely ta'zir, hadd, and qisas. It also explores the jurisprudential principles and
dynamic power of Shiite Islam not only as a driving force behind political and social change but as a



force that has been capable of forging a whole theocratic legal system.
  sharia law book english: Abrogation in the Qur'an and Islamic Law Louay Fatoohi, 2012-11-12
This book examines in detail the concept of abrogation in the Qur’an, which has played a major role
in the development of Islamic law and has implications for understanding the history and integrity of
the Qur’anic text. The term has gained popularity in recent years, as Muslim groups and individuals
claim that many passages about tolerance in the Qur’an have been abrogated by others that call on
Muslims to fight their enemies. Author Louay Fatoohi argues that this could not have been derived
from the Qur’an, and that its implications contradict Qur’anic principles. He also reveals conceptual
flaws in the principle of abrogation as well as serious problems with the way it was applied by
different scholars. Abrogation in the Qur’an and Islamic Law traces the development of the concept
from its most basic form to the complex and multi-faceted doctrine it has become. The book shows
what specific problems the three modes of abrogation were introduced to solve, and how this
concept has shaped Islamic law. The book also critiques the role of abrogation in rationalizing the
view that not all of the Qur’anic revelation has survived in the mushaf, or the written record of the
Qur’an. This role makes understanding abrogation an essential prerequisite for studying the history
of the Qur’anic text.
  sharia law book english: Islamic Legal Revival Leonard Wood, 2016-09-08 In this
meticulously researched volume, Leonard Wood presents his ground breaking history of Islamic
revivalist thought in Islamic law. Islamic Legal Revival: Reception of European Law and
Transformations in Islamic Legal Thought in Egypt, 1879-1952 brings to life the tumultuous history
of colonial interventions in Islamic legal consciousness during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. It tells the story of the rapid displacement of local Egyptian and Islamic law by
transplanted European codes and details the evolution of resultant movements to revive Islamic law.
Islamic legal revivalist movements strove to develop a modern version of Islamic law that could be
codified and would replace newly imposed European laws. Wood explains in unparalleled depth and
with nuance how cutting-edge trends in European legal scholarship inspired influential revivalists
and informed their methods in legal thought. Timely and provocative, Islamic Legal Revival tells of
the rich achievements of legal experts in Egypt who disrupted tradition in Islamic jurisprudence and
created new approaches to Islamic law that were distinctively responsive to demands of the
contemporary world. The story told bears important implications for understandings of Egyptian
history, Islamic legal history, comparative law, and deeply contested and highly transformative
interactions between European and Islamic thought.
  sharia law book english: Maqasid Al-shariah as Philosophy of Islamic Law Jasser Auda,
2008-01-01 In this path breaking study, Jasser Auda presents a systems approach to the philosophy
and juridical theory of Islamic law based on its purposes, intents, and higher objectives (maqasid).
For Islamic rulings to fulfill their original purposes of justice, freedom, rights, common good, and
tolerance in today's context, Auda presents maqasid as the heart and the very philosophy of Islamic
law. He also introduces a novel method for analysis and critique, one that utilizes relevant features
from systems theory, such as, wholeness, multidimensionality, openness, and especially,
purposefulness of systems. This book will benefit all those interested in the relationship between
Islam and a wide variety of subjects, such as philosophy of law, morality, human rights, interfaith
commonality, civil society, integration, development, feminism, modernism, postmodernism, systems
theory, and culture.
  sharia law book english: The Oxford History of Islam John L. Esposito, 2000-04-06 Lavishly
illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more than 200 in full color, The Oxford History of Islam
offers the most wide-ranging and authoritative account available of the second largest--and fastest
growing--religion in the world. John L. Esposito, Editor-in-Chief of the four-volume Oxford
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, has gathered together sixteen leading scholars, both
Muslim and non-Muslim, to examine the origins and historical development of Islam--its faith,
community, institutions, sciences, and arts. Beginning in the pre-Islamic Arab world, the chapters
range from the story of Muhammad and his Companions, to the development of Islamic religion and



culture and the empires that grew from it, to the influence that Islam has on today's world. The book
covers a wide array of subjects, casting light on topics such as the historical encounter of Islam and
Christianity, the role of Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman empires, the growth of Islam in Southeast
Asia, China, and Africa, the political, economic, and religious challenges of European imperialism in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and Islamic communities in the modern Western world. In
addition, the book offers excellent articles on Islamic religion, art and architecture, and sciences as
well as bibliographies. Events in the contemporary world have led to an explosion of interest and
scholarly work on Islam. Written for the general reader but also appealing to specialists, The Oxford
History of Islam offers the best of that recent scholarship, presented in a readable style and
complemented by a rich variety of illustrations.
  sharia law book english: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 1992
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