south african literature ebook

south african literature ebook is a gateway to the vibrant world of South
African stories, voices, and cultural heritage in digital format. This
article explores the remarkable diversity and evolution of South African
literature, highlighting its impact, major themes, and renowned authors.
Readers will discover how ebooks have revolutionized access to literary
works, making South African literature more accessible worldwide. The article
examines the historical roots, genres, and contemporary trends shaping this
rich literary landscape. It also provides guidance on choosing the best South
African literature ebooks, discusses their educational value, and looks at
where to find these titles. Whether you are a student, educator, or
literature enthusiast, this comprehensive guide offers valuable insights into
the world of South African literature ebooks and their significance in
preserving and sharing the nation’s stories.
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Understanding South African Literature

South African literature is a reflection of the country’s complex history,
diverse cultures, and unique social dynamics. It encompasses works written in
multiple languages, including English, Afrikaans, Zulu, Xhosa, and others.
The literature often addresses themes such as apartheid, identity,
reconciliation, and resilience. By exploring these stories, readers gain
insight into the experiences and aspirations of South Africans throughout the
decades. South African literature continues to evolve, incorporating
traditional oral storytelling, poetry, novels, and contemporary works.
Digital formats, especially ebooks, have made these literary treasures



accessible to a global audience, ensuring that the voices of South Africa
reach beyond geographical boundaries.

The Rise of South African Literature Ebook
Formats

The digital transformation of publishing has had a profound impact on the
accessibility and distribution of South African literature. Ebooks offer an
affordable, convenient, and eco-friendly alternative to print books, allowing
readers to explore a wide range of South African titles on various devices.
Publishers and authors have increasingly embraced digital formats, making it
easier for international readers to discover South African stories. The rise
of online bookstores and platforms has expanded the reach of local authors,
supporting the preservation and promotion of South African cultural heritage
in new and innovative ways.

Advantages of South African Literature Ebooks

Instant access to a broad selection of titles

Affordable pricing compared to physical books

e Eco-friendly and space-saving

Enhanced features such as search, highlighting, and note-taking

Opportunities for self-publishing and emerging writers

Major Themes in South African Literature

South African literature is renowned for its exploration of profound and
often challenging themes. The country’s turbulent history has inspired
writers to address topics that resonate both locally and globally. Ebooks
provide a platform for these themes to reach wider audiences, facilitating
greater understanding and empathy.

Key Themes Explored

e Apartheid and its legacy



Identity and cultural diversity

Social justice and human rights

Reconciliation and hope

Urbanization and rural life

Migration and exile

Family and tradition

Renowned South African Authors and Their Ebooks

South Africa has produced some of the most influential writers in world
literature. Many of their works are now available as ebooks, making it easier
for readers everywhere to experience their powerful stories. These authors
have won international acclaim for their contributions to literature and
their ability to capture the complexities of South African life.

Notable Authors and Works

e Nadine Gordimer — “July’s People,” “Burger’s Daughter”

e Alan Paton — “Cry, the Beloved Country”

J.M. Coetzee — “Disgrace,” “Waiting for the Barbarians”

Antjie Krog — “Country of My Skull”

Zakes Mda — “Ways of Dying,” “The Madonna of Excelsior”

Njabulo Ndebele — “Fools and Other Stories”

Lauren Beukes — “Zoo City”

Genres of South African Literature Ebook

South African literature ebooks encompass a diverse range of genres,
reflecting the country’s rich storytelling traditions. From historical
fiction to contemporary fantasy, these genres offer something for every



reader. Digital formats have enabled authors to experiment with new forms and
styles, reaching audiences across the globe.

Popular Genres

Historical fiction

Political drama

Memoir and autobiography

Poetry and verse

Crime and detective fiction

Fantasy and speculative fiction

Short stories and anthologies

How to Choose the Best South African Literature
Ebook

Selecting the right South African literature ebook depends on your interests,
reading level, and the themes you wish to explore. With a growing digital
library, readers can easily find books that suit their tastes and learning
objectives. Consider factors such as the reputation of the author, the
relevance of the subject matter, and the reviews provided by other readers.

Tips for Selecting an Ebook

Identify your preferred genre and themes

Research well-known authors and new voices

Read sample chapters before purchasing

Check for awards or critical acclaim

Consider the language and writing style

Look for interactive or enhanced ebook features



Educational Impact of South African Literature
Ebooks

South African literature ebooks play a significant role in education, both
within the country and internationally. They are used in schools and
universities to teach history, culture, language, and critical thinking. The
accessibility of ebooks supports inclusive education, enabling students from
different backgrounds to engage with important texts.

Benefits for Learners and Educators

Accessible learning resources for diverse communities

Supports curriculum development and multicultural education

Promotes critical thinking and empathy

Encourages independent reading and research

Where to Find South African Literature Ebooks

South African literature ebooks are available through various online
platforms, digital libraries, and publisher websites. Readers can access
classic and contemporary works from the comfort of their homes. Many
institutions and bookstores offer curated selections, making it easy to
discover new and notable titles.

Popular Sources for Ebooks

Major online bookstores

Local South African publishers

University and public libraries

Digital platforms specializing in African literature



Emerging Trends in South African Digital
Literature

The digital revolution continues to shape the future of South African
literature. Authors and publishers are exploring new formats, such as
interactive ebooks, audiobooks, and multimedia storytelling. Social media and
online book clubs foster communities of readers and writers, promoting
dialogue around important literary works. These trends are expanding the
reach and influence of South African literature, ensuring its relevance for
generations to come.

Key Trends to Watch

e Growth of self-publishing and independent authors

e Integration of multimedia elements in ebooks

e Increased focus on young adult and children’s literature
e Collaborations between writers and artists

e Globalization of South African literary voices

Q: What defines South African literature ebook?

A: South African literature ebook refers to digital versions of literary
works originating from South Africa, reflecting the nation’s history,
cultures, and social issues through various genres and themes.

Q: Who are some famous South African authors
avalilable in ebook format?

A: Notable South African authors with ebooks include Nadine Gordimer, J.M.
Coetzee, Alan Paton, Zakes Mda, Antjie Krog, Lauren Beukes, and Njabulo
Ndebele.

Q: What are the main themes found in South African
literature ebooks?

A: Common themes include apartheid, identity, cultural diversity,
reconciliation, social justice, urban and rural life, and family traditions.



Q: How can I access South African literature ebooks?

A: These ebooks are available from online bookstores, local publishers’
websites, university and public libraries, and digital platforms specializing
in African literature.

Q: What genres are popular in South African
literature ebooks?

A: Popular genres include historical fiction, political drama, memoir,
poetry, crime fiction, fantasy, and short story anthologies.

Q: Why are South African literature ebooks important
for education?

A: They provide accessible learning resources, support multicultural
education, encourage critical thinking, and help students understand South
African history and society.

Q: What should I consider when choosing a South
African literature ebook?

A: Consider the genre, author reputation, theme relevance, language, reader
reviews, and any enhanced ebook features.

Q: What are the advantages of reading South African
literature in ebook format?

A: Advantages include instant access, affordability, eco-friendliness, search
and annotation features, and opportunities to discover new writers.

Q: Are there any emerging trends in South African
digital literature?

A: Yes, trends include self-publishing, multimedia ebooks, audiobooks,
increased focus on youth literature, and collaborations with artists.

Q: How does South African literature ebook
contribute to cultural preservation?

A: By making literary works widely available, ebooks help preserve South
Africa’s diverse stories, languages, and cultural heritage for future
generations.
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south african literature ebook: African Literature in the Digital Age Shola Adenekan, 2021
The digital space provides a new avenue to move literature beyond the restrictions of book
publishing on the continent. Arguing that writers are putting their work on cyberspace because
communities are emerging from this space, and because increasing numbers of Africans use the
internet as part of their day-to-day engagement with their societies and the world, Shola Adenekan
explores this transformative development in Nigeria and Kenya, both significant countries in African
literature and two of the continent's largest digital technology hubs. Queer Kenyans and Nigerians
find new avenues for their work online where print publishers are refusing to publish short stories
and poems on same-sex desire. Binyavanga Wainaina's rise to critical acclaim arguably started on
the literary blog Generator 21. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's literary celebrity partly relies on her
prolific use of social media to tell thestory of powerful Nigerian women. With further examples from
the development of literature across the continent, this innovative book sheds new light on
narratives about digital Africa. It will also be the first major work to provide a trajectory of class
consciousness in Kenyan and Nigerian writing. Through this analysis, the book articulates the
difference in attitudes towards queerness, sexuality, and hetero-normativity among successive
generations of writers. SHOLA ADENEKAN is an Assistant Professor of Literary and Cultural
Analysis at the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and also the publisher of
Thenewblackmagazine.com. He was previously a Researcher and Tutor in African Literatures and
Cultures at the University of Bremen, Germany, and a postdoctoral researcher at the University of
Bayreuth, Germany.

south african literature ebook: EBOOK: Human Communication: South African edition
Stewart Tubbs, Sylvia Moss, Nicolette Papastefanou, 2012-05-16 The new South African edition of
Tubbs and Moss offers examples, applications and cases tailored to the local market whilst retaining
the successful focus on the principles and contexts of communication studies. The authors link
theory and research with fundamental concepts and create plentiful opportunities for students to
apply their understanding and develop useful communication skills. The new edition is fully updated
with the most up to date reseach and examples, with a strong focus on cultural diversity, technology
and local applications.

south african literature ebook: The African Book Industry UNESCO, 2025-06-18

south african literature ebook: Trade eBooks in Libraries Paul Whitney, Christina Castell,
2016-12-05 With the advent of downloadable retail eBooks marketed to individual consumers, for the
first time in their history libraries encountered an otherwise commercially available text format they
were prevented from adding to their collections. Trade eBooks in Libraries examines the legal
frameworks which gave rise to this phenomenon and advocacy efforts undertaken in different
jurisdictions to remove barriers to library access. The principal authors provide a general historical
overview and an analysis of library/eBook principles developed by a variety of library associations
and government reviews. In addition, experts from twelve countries present summaries of eBook
developments in their respective countries and regions.

south african literature ebook: Digital Shakespeares from the Global South Amrita Sen,
2022-11-08 Digital Shakespeares from the Global South re-directs current conversations on digital
appropriations of Shakespeare away from its Anglo-American bias. The individual essays examine
digital Shakespeares from South Africa, India, and Latin America, addressing questions of
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accessibility and the digital divide. This book will be of interest to students and academics working
on Shakespeare, adaptation studies, digital humanities, and media studies. Included in this volume,
the chapter on “Finding and Accessing Shakespeare Scholarship in the Global South: Digital
Research and Bibliography” by Heidi Craig and Laura Estill is available open access under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.

south african literature ebook: Digital Surveillance in Southern Africa Allen
Munoriyarwa, Admire Mare, 2023-01-01 This book critically examines the manifest and latent
practices of surveillance in the southern African region, using case studies from South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia, Botswana and Mozambique. The book demonstrates the growing role
of super-powers in the construction and normalization of the surveillance state. It traces the
digitization of surveillance practices to the rapid adoption of smart CCTV, facial recognition
technologies and EMSI catchers. Through predictive policing mechanisms, state security agencies
have appropriated digital media technologies for sentiment analysis, constant monitoring of digital
footprints of security targets, and even deploying cyber-troops on popular social media platforms.
The authors argue that surveillance practices have thus been digitized with deleterious impact on
the right to privacy, peaceful assembly and freedom of expression in the region. Furthermore, they
argue that specific laws and regulations governing surveillance practices in the region are lagging
behind. Finally, the book demonstrates how digital surveillance have significantly infiltrated the
political, economic and social fabric of Southern Africa. This book provides much needed systematic,
cutting-edge research into the trends, practices, policies and geo-political interests at the center of
surveillance practices in the region, providing a crucial link between human rights, such as freedom
of privacy and expression, and political authoritarianism.

south african literature ebook: International Journal for the Study of Southern African
Literature and Languages , 2005

south african literature ebook: Digital inequality in a developing context Nobert R. Jere,
Gardner Mwansa, Memory Ranga, Attlee M. Gamundani, Pardon B Maoneke, 2025-04-15 Digital
inequality in a developing context: A multifaceted approach critically explores the complex and
persistent nature of the digital divide in South Africa, addressing a notable gap in existing
scholarship. Drawing on secondary data, the book examines how digital inequalities manifest across
key sectors such as education, healthcare, and agriculture - sectors vital to national development
and individual well-being. These disparities are shaped by intersecting socio-economic, technical,
and geographical factors, particularly the urban-rural divide. The volume underscores the
importance of infrastructure development, digital literacy, affordability, and equitable access as
central to bridging the digital gap. It argues that without targeted and sustained interventions in
these areas, digital inequality will continue to hinder socio-economic progress and deepen existing
structural inequalities. This scholarly book offers fresh perspectives and practical insights for
researchers, policymakers and practitioners seeking to advance digital inclusion in developing
contexts.

south african literature ebook: Nursing and Informatics for the 21st Century -
Embracing a Digital World, Book 1 Connie White Delaney, Charlotte A. Weaver, Joyce Sensmeier,
Lisiane Pruinelli, Patrick Weber, 2022-04-28 In just the past decade, the emergence of digital health
has finally become palpable. Enhanced by the pandemic, social justice events, and planetary health
urgency, Realizing Digital Health - Bold Challenges and Opportunities for Nursing explores that
evolution with a focus on capturing the current state of digital health. Anchored in an introduction to
digital health, new technologies, opportunities, and challenges are described. Consideration of the
opportunities and challenges of digital health calls for specific attention to ethical considerations.
This book includes a current state synopsis of healthcare in the USA, with the inclusion of specific
implications for nursing leaders and executives. Engagement of the people (patients, families,
communities) working in partnership to enhance health is described. Information management and
the necessary definition and access to data are discussed with a particular explication of the
function of information management and operational decision-making. The challenges and learnings



related to informatics drawn from the experiences of leaders in large health systems shed insight
into the current state of informatics-enabled digital health and healthcare. The global example of the
integration of technology, nursing, and health systems expands our knowledge of the current state
as well as explores possibilities. This book concludes with a commitment to and description of the
current state of teamwork and the integral role/functions within informatics, nursing, and
healthcare. This book provides the reader with a succinct overview of digital technologies, a
reality-anchored description of the current state in the USA and globally and highlights the core
foundation and integration of informatics and information management. This book stimulates
thought and actions to advance digital health within a full partnership among the people,
organizations, systems, and global imperatives including planetary survival. This book lifts up the
next era calling for full teamwork, collaboration, and partnership as we emerge into a true global
community. Nursing and Informatics for the 21st Century - Embracing a Digital World, 3rd Edition
is comprised of four books which can be purchased individually: Book 1: Realizing Digital Health -
Bold Challenges and Opportunities for Nursing Book 2: Nursing Education and Digital Health
Strategies Book 3: Innovation, Technology, and Applied Informatics for Nurses Book 4: Nursing in
an Integrated Digital World that Supports People, Systems, and the Planet

south african literature ebook: Business Opportunities, Start-ups, and Digital
Transformation in Africa Herkulaas MvE Combrink, Tobias Knedlik, Samia Satti Osman Mohamed
Nour, Ulrike Schuerkens, Katinka de Wet, Karl Wohlmuth, 2023 Volume 23 (2022/2023) of the
African Development Perspectives Yearbook focusses on the issues of digital entrepreneurship,
digital start-ups, and digital business opportunities in Africa. It investigates links between
digitalization and development of productive capacities. It deals with business opportunities created
by the digital transformation. It discusses the role of universities in the digital transformation
process. It also presents book reviews and book notes. Country case studies include Senegal, Ghana,
Ivory Coast, and South Africa.

south african literature ebook: Pervasive Digital Services for People’s Well-Being,
Inclusion and Sustainable Development Achilleas Achilleos, Stefano Forti, George Angelos
Papadopoulos, Ilias Pappas, 2025-09-27 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 24th
IFIP WG 6.11 Conference on e-Business, e-Services and e-Society, I3E 2025, held in Limassol,
Cyprus, during September 9-11, 2025. The 34 full papers presented in this volume were carefully
reviewed and selected from 73 submissions. They were organized in topical sections as follows:
Smart Public Services and Technologies; Al-driven Services and Business Innovation;
Decision-making and Digital Risk Management; Ethics, Well-being and Sustainability in Digital
Society; Systematic Reviews and Comparative Studies.

south african literature ebook: Contributions of Africa’s Indigenous Knowledge to the
Wave of Digital Technology: Decolonial Perspectives Niyitunga, Eric Blanco, 2024-04-09
Africa's contributions to global technological advancements are often overlooked, with many
scholars claiming that the continent has yet to contribute significantly to digital technology. This
misconception stems from a need for more understanding and recognition of Africa's indigenous
knowledge and its role in shaping the modern world. The education curriculum inherited from
colonialism must differentiate Africa's values and culture from Western ideals, leading to a
devaluation of Africa's mineral wealth in technological advancements. Additionally, the impact of
historical events such as the Atlantic slave trade and colonialism on Africa's indigenous knowledge
remains largely unexplored, further contributing to the misunderstanding of Africa's technological
contributions. Contributions of Africa's Indigenous Knowledge to the Wave of Digital Technology:
Decolonial Perspectives offers a comprehensive exploration of Africa's indigenous knowledge and its
crucial role in the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). By taking a decolonial perspective and
examining the literature on African Studies, the book aims to shed light on Africa's significant
contributions to digital technology. Through a qualitative research design and an exploratory
approach, the book will collect and analyze data from secondary sources to showcase Africa's rich
technological advancements and history of innovations.



south african literature ebook: Redefining the Psychological Contract in the Digital Era
Melinde Coetzee, Alda Deas, 2021-02-18 This book introduces the psychological contract as a
multi-level contextual construct and closes some of the knowledge gaps on the nature of the digital
era psychological contract. The digital era psychological contract gives rise to a new type of
employer-employee relationship manifesting at the nexus between people and technology in a
post-COVID-19 world. The book volume provides promising new approaches for psychological
contract research, offering a rich compendium of reflections on the shifts in employer-employee
expectations and obligations, as well as suggestions for future research and practice. Chapter
contributions are divided into four main sections: The Digital Era: Contextual Issues and the
Psychological Contract Managing the Psychological Contract in the Digital Era: Issues for
Organisational Practice Managing the Psychological Contract in the Digital Era: Issues of Diversity
Integration and Conclusion Redefining the Psychological Contract in the Digital Era is an insightful
examination of the evolving nature of the psychological contract, presenting novel insights into the
antecedents, consequences, and facets of the new multi-level contextual digital era psychological
contract. The primary audience for this book volume is advanced undergraduate and postgraduate
students in industrial and organisational psychology and human resource management, as well as
scholars in both academic and applied work settings. Human resource managers and professionals
will also have an interest in this book volume.

south african literature ebook: Indigenous Language for Social Change Communication in the
Global South Tshepang Bright Molale, Abiodun Salawu, Mohammad Sahid Ullah, Enrique
Uribe-Jongbloed, 2023-05-22 Indigenous Language for Social Change Communication in the Global
South brings together voices from the margins to engage in dialogue about common social change
issues in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. This book argues that resistance and social movements,
expressed in music and songs and exchanged via radio, remain fundamental to ensure that the
linguistic and cultural diversity of the world progresses despite colonizing pressures. Contributors
present cases that explore how indigenous communities use mediums such as the radio to help
support their language, identity, and expand their own social change. Highlighting the centrality of
music in the development of political discussions and language as a central part of collective
identity, contributors analyze how these mediums function as both a vessel and a link for
information and cultural cohesion of those engaging in social change. Scholars of communication,
sociology, and development studies will find this book of particular interest.

south african literature ebook: Gender-Based Violence and Digital Media in South
Africa Millie Mayiziveyi Phiri, 2023-10-02 This book presents a new paradigm for attending to
gender-based violence (GBV) social media discourse among marginalised Black women in South
Africa. Focusing on the intersections of television and social media, the study charts the morphing
and merging of the “inside” of the soap opera and the “outside” of the real world, amid a rise in
feminist social media activism. The analysis begins with coverage of gender-based violence in a
long-running South African soap opera and social media discussion of these issues, in parallel with
real-world events and the collective social media response. The author offers pertinent insights into
audiences in sub-Saharan Africa, presenting a new feminist trajectory for women and activism in the
region. Offering new insights into an important issue, this book will be of interest to scholars and
students of gender, cultural studies, film studies, television studies, sociology, development studies,
feminism, media, and journalism.

south african literature ebook: African Philosophical and Literary Possibilities Aretha Phiri,
2020-06-23 Recognizing philosophy’s traditional influence on—and literature’s creative stimulus
for—sociopolitical discourses, imaginations, and structures, African Philosophical and Literary
Possibilities: Re-readingthe Canon, edited by Aretha Phiri, probes the cross-referential,
interdisciplinary relationships between African literature and African philosophy. The contributors
write within the broader context of renewed interest in and concerns around epistemological
decolonization and to advance African scholarly transformation . This volume argues that, in their
convergent ideological and imaginative attempts to articulate an African conditionality, African




philosophy and literature share overlapping concerns and aspirations. In this way, this book engages
and examines the intersectional canons of these disciplines in order to determine their
intra-continental epistemological transformative possibilities within broader, global societal
explorations of the current moment of decolonization. Where much of the scholarship on African
philosophy has focused on addressing issues associated with the postcolonial task of African
self-assertion in the face of or against Euro-modernist hegemony, this innovative book project shifts
the focus and broadens the scope away from merely discoursing with the global North by mapping
out how philosophy and literature can be viewed as mutually enriching disciplines within and for
Africa.

south african literature ebook: Managing Digital Records in Africa Mpho Ngoepe, 2022-05-23
Managing Digital Records in Africa draws on the research work of the InterPARES Trust (ITrust)
project that investigated interrelated archival issues focusing on legal analysis, infrastructure, trust,
authentication, and education within the African context. This research-focused book provides a
legal analysis and systematic assessment of how African institutions manage digital records in four
countries (i.e., Botswana, Kenya, South Africa, and Zimbabwe). It also examines the extent to which
records are managed using Internet-based applications, trust in such records, and digital record
authentication to support the auditing process. Finally, it provides a curriculum analysis in digital
records at institutions of higher learning in 38 African countries. The book's case studies illustrate
the threads of discussion, which span the ITrust domains of legislation, infrastructure,
authentication, trust, and education in archives and records management. The book can be used as a
premier reference source by private and public organizations, researchers, educators, archivists,
records managers, and postgraduate students to make informed decisions about digital records,
records management systems, cloud-based services, authenticating records, and identifying
universities on the continent that offer archival programmes. The book may also find expression to
practitioners in other fields such as law and auditing.

south african literature ebook: Born-Digital Texts in the English Language Classroom Saskia
Kersten, Christian Ludwig, 2024-06-11 This book is the first to focus specifically on born-digital texts
in EFL teaching, uniting international and innovative scholarship with practical classroom
applications. The book develops a theoretically sound framework for curriculum, materials and
methods design that takes into account the growing ubiquity of born-digital texts in the digital age.
It covers a broad variety of born-digital text types (including those generated by Al) which so far
have not been an explicit focus in the context of language teaching, while also providing a grounding
in current discussions around digital tools in education. The chapters cover a wide range of issues
from methodological approaches to born-digital texts to curriculum, syllabus and materials design.
The book will be a valuable introduction to the subject for trainee and practising teachers, as well as
teacher educators and students on EFL courses. Chapter 7 is free to download as an open access
publication under a CC BY licence and is available here: https://zenodo.org/records/11174197.

south african literature ebook: Technological Leapfrogging and Innovation in Africa Ethné
Swartz, Caren B. Scheepers, Adam Lindgreen, Shumaila Yousafzai, Marianne Matthee, 2023-10-06
Offering invaluable insights into technologically-driven change in Africa, this incisive book envisions
myriad positive economic changes brought about by new technologies and innovations. Rooted in
original research from contributors who have worked and taught in Africa, it encapsulates
developments and breakthroughs throughout the continent.

south african literature ebook: Digital Capitalism and Its Limits Michel Bauwens, Ruth
Castel-Branco, Mayssam Daaboul, Jane Duncan, Roc Kranjc, Michael Kwet, Seipati Mokhema,
Constantine N. Nana, Ujala Satgoor, Vincent Siwawa, Edward Webster, Alex Mohubetswane
Mashilo, 2025-04 The Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) has been described as the next big leap in
digital capitalism. Digital technologies such as artificial intelligence, quantum computing, 3D
printing and robotisation, we are led to believe, will bring more progress, growth and development
while also helping us to resolve the deep and multiple crises the world is in. Billions are being
invested in these technologies, accompanied by sharp geopolitical rivalries to secure an edge in the



control over them. Volume 8 in the Democratic Marxismseries invites readers to think more deeply
and critically about digital capitalism and its limits. While most governments in the world, including
South Africa, have accepted a techno-nationalist narrative and have deliberated on the risks for the
planet and humanity, the volume interrogates the effects and consequences of advances in artificial
intelligence and heightened technological innovation and industrialisation on employment,
democracy and the climate. Viewing the grand social engineering of 4IR through a Marxist lens, the
volume contributors engage critically with the class project of digital monopoly capitalism and its
powerful totalitarian tendencies. They question the dangerous technotopian imaginary shaping this
digital techno-shift, the implications of algorithmic data extractivism, the securitisation of already
weak market democracies, the social consequences of digital learning, lack of regulation, and the
power dynamics in the labour process. Anchored in techno-realism, the interdisciplinary perspective
captured in this volume puts forward alternatives for democratisation and a just transition to protect
human and non-human life.
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