south african economic curriculum

south african economic curriculum is a crucial aspect of the country's education system, shaping
young minds to understand the complexities of economics in a local and global context. The
curriculum provides a structured approach to learning about economic principles, financial literacy,
entrepreneurship, and the unigue challenges faced by South Africa’s economy. In this article, we will
explore the historical development of the South African economic curriculum, its key components,
teaching methodologies, and the impact it has on students and society. Readers will gain insights into
curriculum reforms, the inclusion of relevant economic themes, and current trends shaping economic
education. Whether you are an educator, student, or policymaker, this comprehensive guide will offer
valuable perspectives on how the curriculum prepares learners for economic participation and
informed decision-making in a dynamic world.
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Overview of the South African Economic Curriculum

The South African economic curriculum is designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills
necessary to navigate the complexities of modern economies. It emphasizes understanding economic
systems, financial markets, entrepreneurship, and the socio-economic context of South Africa. By
integrating local and global perspectives, the curriculum aims to foster analytical thinking, problem-
solving abilities, and responsible citizenship among learners.

The curriculum is structured to be relevant across various grade levels, with increasing depth and
complexity as students progress. Economic education in South Africa is offered within subjects such
as Economics, Business Studies, and Economic and Management Sciences (EMS), ensuring that
learners gain a holistic understanding of economic principles and their application in real life.



Historical Development and Reforms

Early Foundations of Economic Education

Economic education in South Africa has evolved significantly since the early 20th century, reflecting
shifts in political, social, and economic landscapes. Initially, the focus was on basic economic concepts
and rudimentary market principles, often influenced by colonial economic structures. As the nation
moved towards democracy, the need for a more inclusive and relevant economic curriculum became
apparent.

Major Reforms and Policy Changes

Post-apartheid educational reforms brought significant changes to the economic curriculum. In the
late 1990s and early 2000s, South Africa introduced the Curriculum 2005 initiative, later refined into
the National Curriculum Statement (NCS). These reforms aimed to address inequality, promote critical
thinking, and align educational outcomes with the country’s developmental goals. The curriculum now
emphasizes practical skills, financial literacy, and entrepreneurship, preparing learners for
participation in a diverse and changing economy.

e Integration of economic themes with social justice and equity
e Focus on entrepreneurship and financial management
e Inclusion of local and global economic trends

e Promotion of analytical skills and problem-solving

Core Components and Learning Areas

Economic Principles and Theories

At the heart of the South African economic curriculum are fundamental economic principles such as
supply and demand, market structures, and resource allocation. Learners are introduced to
microeconomics and macroeconomics, analyzing how individuals, businesses, and governments
interact within the economy. The curriculum also covers economic indicators, fiscal and monetary
policies, and the impact of global economic forces on South Africa.

Financial Literacy and Personal Finance

Financial literacy is a key focus, teaching students how to manage money, understand savings and
investments, and make informed financial decisions. Lessons cover budgeting, banking, credit, and
the risks and benefits of various financial products. By prioritizing financial education, the curriculum



seeks to empower learners to navigate personal and professional financial challenges.

Entrepreneurship and Economic Development

Entrepreneurship forms an essential component of the curriculum, encouraging creativity, innovation,
and business acumen. Learners explore the role of entrepreneurs in job creation and economic
growth, study business planning, and analyze case studies of successful enterprises. This prepares
students to consider entrepreneurship as a viable career path and contribute to South Africa’s
economic development.

Teaching Approaches and Resources

Active Learning Strategies

The South African economic curriculum employs a variety of teaching methods to engage students

and enhance learning outcomes. Active learning strategies such as debates, simulations, and group
projects encourage critical thinking and practical application of knowledge. Teachers use real-world
scenarios to illustrate economic concepts, making lessons relevant and engaging.

Use of Technology and Digital Resources

Technology plays an increasingly important role in economic education. Digital platforms, e-learning
resources, and interactive software enable students to access up-to-date information and participate
in virtual economic simulations. These tools support differentiated learning and help bridge gaps in
resource availability across schools.

1. Online research projects and presentations
2. Use of financial calculators and budgeting apps
3. Video tutorials and webinars on economic topics

4. Interactive quizzes and games for assessment

Teacher Training and Professional Development

Effective delivery of the economic curriculum relies on well-trained educators. Professional
development programs focus on curriculum updates, innovative teaching practices, and the
integration of technology. Continuous training ensures that teachers remain knowledgeable and can
adapt to evolving economic trends and educational standards.



Challenges and Opportunities in Economic Education

Resource Disparities and Access

One of the main challenges facing the South African economic curriculum is unequal access to
resources. Schools in urban areas often have better facilities, trained teachers, and access to
technology, while rural schools may struggle with limited materials and support. Addressing these
disparities is essential for ensuring equitable economic education across the country.

Relevance and Local Context

Ensuring that the curriculum remains relevant to South Africa’s unique socio-economic context is an
ongoing priority. Incorporating local case studies, community-based projects, and real-life examples
helps students connect theoretical knowledge to practical situations. This approach fosters a deeper
understanding of how economic issues impact individuals and communities.

Adaptation to Global Economic Changes

Globalization and technological advancements require continual adaptation of the curriculum. New
economic themes such as digital currencies, e-commerce, and sustainable development are being
integrated to keep pace with international trends. This prepares learners for participation in a
globalized economy and equips them with skills needed for future careers.

Impact on Learners and Society

Empowerment Through Economic Knowledge

The South African economic curriculum empowers students to make informed decisions about
personal finance, career choices, and participation in economic activities. By promoting financial
independence and entrepreneurial thinking, the curriculum contributes to individual growth and
economic resilience.

Contribution to National Development

A strong economic curriculum supports South Africa’s national development goals by producing
graduates who are capable of contributing to economic growth, innovation, and job creation. Learners
gain the skills needed to address unemployment, poverty, and inequality, driving positive change
within their communities and the broader economy.

Building Responsible Citizens



Beyond economic skills, the curriculum fosters responsible citizenship by instilling values such as
ethical decision-making, social responsibility, and respect for diversity. This holistic approach
prepares students to engage constructively in society and participate in democratic processes.

Future Trends in South African Economic Curriculum

Integration of Technology and Digital Skills

Looking ahead, the economic curriculum is set to include greater emphasis on digital literacy and
technology-driven economic activities. Topics such as fintech, online business models, and digital
entrepreneurship are becoming increasingly relevant, reflecting changes in the global economic
landscape.

Focus on Sustainable Development

Sustainability and environmental economics are gaining prominence in the curriculum, preparing
learners to address challenges such as climate change, resource management, and green business
practices. This integration supports South Africa’s commitment to sustainable economic growth and
global environmental goals.

Personalized and Inclusive Learning

Future curriculum developments aim to provide more personalized learning experiences, catering to
diverse needs and abilities. Inclusive education practices will ensure that all learners, regardless of
background, have access to quality economic education and opportunities for success.

Q&A: Trending Questions about South African
Economic Curriculum

Q: What is the main focus of the South African economic
curriculum?

A: The main focus is to provide students with knowledge of economic principles, financial literacy,
entrepreneurship, and the local socio-economic context to prepare them for active participation in the
economy.

Q: How has the South African economic curriculum changed



over time?

A: The curriculum has evolved from basic, colonial-influenced content to a more inclusive, practical,
and skills-based approach that addresses current economic challenges and promotes critical thinking.

Q: Which subjects are included in the South African economic
curriculum?

A: Key subjects include Economics, Business Studies, and Economic and Management Sciences (EMS),
each covering different aspects of economic education.

Q: What are the biggest challenges in implementing the
economic curriculum?

A: Major challenges include resource disparities between schools, ensuring relevance to local
contexts, and adapting to global economic changes.

Q: How does the curriculum address financial literacy?

A: Financial literacy is taught through lessons on budgeting, saving, investing, credit management,
and informed financial decision-making.

Q: What role does entrepreneurship play in the curriculum?

A: Entrepreneurship is a core component, encouraging creativity, innovation, and business skills to
foster job creation and economic development.

Q: Are technology and digital resources used in teaching
economics?

A: Yes, technology is increasingly integrated, with digital platforms, online resources, and interactive
learning tools supporting economic education.

Q: How does the curriculum contribute to national
development?

A: By equipping learners with economic knowledge and skills, the curriculum supports economic
growth, job creation, and the reduction of poverty and inequality.

Q: What future trends are expected in the South African



economic curriculum?

A: Future trends include greater emphasis on digital skills, sustainability, personalized learning, and
inclusive education practices.

Q: How does the curriculum prepare students for global
economic participation?

A: The curriculum incorporates global economic trends, digital entrepreneurship, and cross-border
business concepts to equip learners for participation in the international economy.
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south african economic curriculum: Greening the South African Economy Mark Swilling,
Josephine Kaviti Musango, Jeremy Wakeford, 2016-02-23 The depletion of South Africa’s (and in
some cases the world’s) natural resources and the degradation of environmental sinks (including the
atmosphere, lakes and rivers, and land) are continuing at such a rate that natural resource prices
are climbing and many critical ecosystem services that underpin human welfare are increasingly
threatened. The concept of the ‘green economy’ has gained increasing traction in South African
policy discourses over the past few years. However, in much of this discourse it is viewed in a
piecemeal way as one part or sector of the economy (e.g. an industrial sector dealing with
manufacture and installation of renewable energy technologies and energy-efficient equipment and
appliances). In the view of the authors, ‘greening the South African economy’ requires an application
of sustainability principles and practices across the full range of primary, secondary and tertiary
sectors of the economy in an integrated manner. The aim of this book is therefore to apply principles
of sustainability and ‘green economics’ to the entire South African socio-economic system and its
major elements in an integrated and comprehensive manner.

south african economic curriculum: Knowledge, Curriculum, and Preparation for Work
Stephanie Allais, Yael Shalem, 2018-04-16 In Knowledge, Curriculum, and Preparation for Work, the
editors offer a timely collection of chapters approaching debates on economic and social change and
employment within different types of economies. Considering questions of knowledge and
curriculum, these works interrogate ways of thinking about relationships between different forms of
work and education. The focus is both on the curriculum - the ways in which different types of
knowledge affect the quality and organization of curricula that are intended to prepare for work -
and the factors influencing and constraining what education can do to prepare for work, as well as
how these factors shape and limit the role of educational preparation for work.

south african economic curriculum: South African Economic Policy Under Democracy
Janine Aron, Brian Kahn, Geeta Kingdon, 2009-03-19 South Africa experienced a momentous change
of government from the Apartheid regime to its first democratic government in 1994. This book
provides an up-to-date and comprehensive assessment of South Africa's economic policies and
performance under democracy. The book includes a stand-alone introduction and economic
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overview, as well as chapters on growth, monetary and exchange rate policy and fiscal policy, on
capital flows and trade policy, on investment and industrial and competition policy, on the effect of
AlDs in the macroeconomy, and on unemployment, education and inequality and poverty. Each
chapter, and the overview chapter in particular, also addresses prospects for the future.

south african economic curriculum: De Gruyter Handbook of Media Economics Ulrike
Rohn, M. Bjgrn Rimscha, Tim Raats, 2024-05-20 The handbook presents key contributions from
scholars worldwide, providing a comprehensive exploration of current trends in media industries
from diverse perspectives. Within the framework of understanding contemporary and future
trajectories in media markets and industries, the volume delves into their influence on media
organization and delivery, along with broader societal and market implications. Encompassing
research at the crossroads of economics, management, political economy, and production studies,
the handbook emphasizes the necessity for a robust interdisciplinary dialogue. Beyond scrutinizing
present and forthcoming industry developments, the handbook addresses pivotal issues pertaining to
media economics research methods and pedagogy. It serves as a valuable resource for scholars,
students, and media professionals, providing insights into media economics as an academic field and
delving into the multifaceted dynamics that shape the media landscape. Doing this, it contributes to
the ongoing discourse on the evolving nature of media markets and their profound impact on
society.

south african economic curriculum: International Practices to Promote Budget Literacy
Harika Masud, Helene Pfeil, Sanjay Agarwal, Alfredo Gonzalez Briseno, 2017-08-09 Budget literacy
is defined as 'the ability to read, decipher, and understand public budgets to enable and enhance
meaningful citizen participation in the budget process'. It is comprised of two main parts - (i) a
technical understanding of public budgets, including familiarity with government spending, tax rates
and public debt and; (ii) the ability to engage in the budget process, comprising of practical
knowledge on day-to-day issues, as well as an elementary understanding of the economic, social and
political implications of budget policies, the stakeholders involved and when and how to provide
inputs during the annual budget cycle.Given that no international standards or guidelines have been
established for budget literacy education to date, this book seeks to address this gap by taking stock
of illustrative initiatives promoting budget literacy for youth in selected countries. The underlying
presumption is that when supply-side actors in the budget process -- governments -- simplify and
disseminate budget information for demand-side actors -- citizens -- this information will then be
used by citizens to provide feedback on the budget. However, since citizens are often insufficiently
informed about public budgets to constructively participate in budget processes one way to
empower them and to remedy the problem of budget illiteracy is toprovide budget-literacy education
in schools to youth, helping them evolve into civic-minded adults with the essential knowledge
needed for analyzing their government's fiscal policy objectives and measures, and the confidence
and sense of social responsibility to participate in the oversight of public resources.This book
elaborates on approaches, learning outcomes, pedagogical strategies and assessment approaches for
budget literacy education, and presents lessons that are relevant for the development, improvement,
or scaling up of budget literacy initiatives.

south african economic curriculum: The Economics of Empire Maureen E. Ruprecht
Fadem, Michael O'Sullivan, 2020-12-30 The Economics of Empire: Genealogies of Capital and the
Colonial Encounter is a multidisciplinary intervention into postcolonial theory that constructs and
theorizes a political economy of empire. This comprehensive collection traces the financial
genealogies associated with the colonial enterprise, the strategies of economic precarity, the
pedigrees of capital, and the narratives of exploitation that underlay and determined the course of
modern history. One of the first attempts to take this approach in postcolonial studies, the book
seeks to sketch the commensal relation—a symbiotic phoresy—between capitalism and colonialism,
reading them as linked structures that carried and sustained each other through and across the
modern era. The scholars represented here are all postcolonial critics working in a range of
disciplines, including Political Science, Sociology, History, Peace and Conflict Studies, Legal Studies,



and Literary Criticism, exploring the connections between empire and capital, and the historical and
political implications of that structural hinge. Each author engages existing postcolonial and
poststructuralist theory and criticism while bridging it over to research and analytic lenses less
frequently engaged by postcolonial critics. In so doing, they devise novel intersectional and
interdisciplinary frameworks through which to produce more greatly nuanced understandings of
imperialism, capitalism, and their inextricable relation, new postcolonial critiques of empire for the
twenty-first century. This book will be an excellent resource for students and researchers of
Postcolonial Studies, Literature, History, Sociology, Economics, Political Science and International
Studies, among others.

south african economic curriculum: The History of Education Under Apartheid, 1948-1994
Peter Kallaway, 2002

south african economic curriculum: The South African Higher Education
Transformation Journey Grace Khunou, Nompumelelo Radebe, 2025-09-30 This book explores the
transformation of the South African higher education system 30 years after democracy. It examines
the progress, tensions, and possibilities through a detailed analysis of how inclusion, curriculum
transformation, and epistemological shifts have shaped—and continue to shape—South African
higher education. The chapters draw on a range of theoretical frameworks, including decolonization,
Africanization, and intersectionality. The book argues that while the South African higher education
system has made significant strides in expanding access and fostering critical engagement, the
journey toward full transformation remains an ongoing endeavor. The conclusions reached in the
book suggest that deep inclusion, meaningful curriculum transformation, and epistemic justice
require sustained institutional commitment, policy alignment, and active engagement with students,
academics, and society at large.

south african economic curriculum: Studies in the Economic History of Southern Africa
Z.A. Konczacki, Jane L. Parpart, Timothy M. Shaw, 2014-01-14 First Published in 1990. Volume Two
of Studies of Economic History of South Africa, looks at the Lesotho and Swaziland regions. The
unfolding history and historiography of Southern Africa pose profound challenges for both analysis
and praxis in the last decade of the twentieth century. These challenges are reflected in the range of
investigations and contradictions, some of which are treated here, which together constitute an
intellectual and political conjuncture. This collection of studies deals with the countries which were
not included in the companion book on the economic history of the Front- Line States. Most of the
space in the present volume is devoted to South Africa, primarily because of its importance to the
region but also because contributions to the economic history of that country in English are very
extensive as compared to the other states of Southern Africa.

south african economic curriculum: Transformative Curricula, Pedagogies and
Epistemologies , 2021-08-04 This book presents useful insights on the regeneration of curricula
and pedagogies with a particular focus on universities in South Africa and Africa in general.
Transformative Curricula, Pedagogies and Epistemologies: Teaching and Learning in Diverse Higher
Education Contexts further explores the state of teaching and learning in different contexts,
together with the emerging challenges and responsibilities that African higher education in the
twenty first century is faced with. The analysis is put in light of the assumptions borrowed from the
West, for Western epistemologies and pedagogies are still dominant. Instead, the book presents a
case on the need for rethinking pedagogies and epistemologies within African higher education that
include African culture, values, ethics, and indigenous knowledge. The new obligations of inclusive
education, decolonisation, transformation, and academic and professional experiences are of
paramount importance for contemporary higher education. Valuable ideas about practices and
policies in epistemological and pedagogical transformative mechanisms are discussed which can be
used to inform a decolonised teaching and learning curriculum most suitable for an African higher
education system. Above all, the book goes beyond mere narratives, as it explores decolonisation
strategies suitable for transforming pedagogical and epistemological practices that include the
education system as a whole.



south african economic curriculum: OECD Economic Surveys: South Africa 2013 OECD,
2013-03-04 OECD's 2013 Economic Survey of South Africa examines recent economic developments,
policies and prospects. Special chapters cover improving education quality and green growth.

south african economic curriculum: Social Memory as a Force for Social and Economic
Transformation Muxe Nkondo, 2023-02-01 This volume of essays is a reflection on social memory
as a force for social and economic transformation. Written by scholars and organic intellectuals, it
focuses on the uses of social memory, in particular the conflict between the legacies of colonialism
and the movement for fundamental change. The content addresses both experts and ordinary
citizens alike, with a view to advancing discourse on where we are right now, and how we move on
from here to achieve meaningful transformation. As scholars and public representatives with a deep
understanding of the social, economic and political dynamics of modern history of South Africa, the
contributors offer their unique perspectives and reflections on history, politics, economics, culture,
education, ethics and the arts, as well as the links that bind these aspects into an ecology of ideas
and attitudes.

south african economic curriculum: Curriculum Responsiveness in FET Colleges Jeanne
Gamble, 2003 Examining the curriculum shift from vocational education and training (VET) to
further education and training (FET), this book explores the complex challenges facing curriculum
development in continuing education and vocational schools in South Africa. The new strategic
direction detailed here offers pre-employed, employed, and unemployed workers different kinds of
training to be competitive in a difficult labour market. Particular attention is paid to lessons learned
and problems experienced in other countries that can be applied to the current South African
context.

south african economic curriculum: Environmental Education, Ethics and Action in
Southern Africa Human Sciences Research Council, 2002 On the imperative of sustainable
development: a philosophical and ethical appraisal / Johan Hattingh -- Integrating economic
development, social justice and ecological sustainability: a case of sustainable development in the
waste industry, eThekwini Unicity, Durban / Sara Freeman, Ndyebo Mginggizana -- Environmental
management: expertise, uncertainty, responsibility / Mike Ward -- Decentralising environmental
management in Malawi: the challenge of capacity-building / Martin Mkandawire -- Policy playing out
in the field: a case study of the implementation of sustainable agriculture in Uganda / Daniel
Babikwa -- The evolution of people-and-parks relationships in South Africa's National Conservation
Organisation / Kevin Moore, Lynette Masuku van Damme -- Industry and sustainablity: a re-view
through critical discourse analysis / Leigh Price -- Challenges for environmental journalism in Africa:
a case story of NGO-based journalism in ecological youth of Angola / Vladimir Russo -- Curriculum
patterning in environmental education: a review of developments in formal education in South Africa
|/ Heila Lotz-Sisitka -- Indigenous knowledge and the school curriculum: a review of developing
methods and methodological perspectives / Rob O'Donoghue, Edgar Neluvhalani -- Sustainable
development in a post-colonial context: the potential for emancipatory research / Tsepo Mokuku --
Ambivalent globalising influences in a local context: the case of an environmental education
practitioner's experience in Zambia / Justin Lupele.

south african economic curriculum: The Political Economy of Global Citizenship Education
Vanessa De Oliveira Andreotti, 2016-03-16 This edited collection offers analyses of ‘global
citizenship education’ within and across different national contexts. This book illustrates the
contingency of definitions, the complexities of juxtaposing demands and priorities in different
educational contexts, and the difficulties and tensions of asking a question that is arguably one of
the most pressing of our time: how should we live together in interdependent ecologies in a finite
planet? In the discipline of education, where market imperatives and the dictatorship of 'effective
replicable results' have laid siege to independent debates, this book aims to emphasize the
importance of raising our intellectual game as educators to interrupt new and old problematic
patterns of engagements, representations, uncomplicated solutions and conceptual straightjackets.
Contributors to this volume address the tensions between homogenizing universalisms and parochial



specifisms, ethnocentrisms and relativisms, deficit theorizations and romanticizations of difference,
fantasies of supremacy and paralyses in guilt, the 'global' and the 'local'. The chapters take different
approaches to map the origins, meanings, workings, ethics, politics and implications of initiatives,
approaches, and conceptual frameworks related to the ideas of globalization, citizenship and
education in different sites of knowledge production. This book was originally published as a special
issue of Globalisation, Societies and Education.

south african economic curriculum: The Palgrave Handbook of African Entrepreneurship
Oluwaseun Kolade, David Rae, Demola Obembe, Kassa Woldesenbet Beta, 2021-11-30 This
comprehensive handbook offers a state-of-the-art guide to new frontiers of African entrepreneurship.
Written from a Pan-African perspective by a cast of international authors, the book addresses the
rapid modernisation and evolution of African entrepreneurship and business practices. It maps new
developments in entrepreneurial ecosystems, technology and digital entrepreneurship,
entrepreneurship in conflict zones, and gender and diversity issues. It proposes new models for
entrepreneurial financing and explores the contrast between entrepreneurship in high-technology
urban centers with peripheral rural districts and conflict zones. Bringing together empirical insights
and case studies from countries across Africa, the Handbook illuminates regional and contextual
differences and shares theoretical and practical insights which inform policy and practice. It is an
ideal guide for researchers and students working on international business, entrepreneurship and
emerging economies. It will also inform policymakers in developing context-informed
entrepreneurial policies and initiatives in Africa.

south african economic curriculum: Examining a New Paradigm of Heritage With
Philosophy, Economy, and Education Queirés, Antonio dos Santos, 2020-06-19 OECD, UNESCO,
the European Union, and the United Nations acknowledge that formal educational systems alone
cannot respond to rapid and constant technological, social, and economic change in society and that
they should be reinforced by non-formal educational practices. Examining a New Paradigm of
Heritage With Philosophy, Economy, and Education is a critical scholarly publication that provides
comprehensive research on the sustainability of identity and cultural heritage. The book establishes
uniform and consistent conceptual criteria to identify and distinguish the different typological
categories of heritage and discusses the concept of “cultural landscape” and environmental ethics.
Moreover, connections between cultural heritage and natural heritage and the economy of heritage
are explored. Finally, the book discusses cultural landscape as an educational resource with reading
and interpretation of the cultural landscape as a basis for learning with a methodology of
experimental science and its first metamorphosis of value. Featuring a range of topics such as
curriculum design, ethics, and environmental tourism, this book is ideal for academicians,
sociologists, biologists, researchers, policymakers, and students.

south african economic curriculum: The Palgrave Handbook of Intersectionality in Public
Policy Olena Hankivsky, Julia S. Jordan-Zachery, 2019-02-01 Grounded in black feminist scholarship
and activism and formally coined in 1989 by black legal scholar Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw,
intersectionality has garnered significant attention in the field of public policy and other
disciplines/fields of study. The potential of intersectionality, however, has not been fully realized in
policy, largely due to the challenges of operationalization. Recently some scholars and activists
began to advance conceptual clarity and guidance for intersectionality policy applications; yet a
pressing need remains for knowledge development and exchange in relation to empirical work that
demonstrates how intersectionality improves public policy. This handbook fills this void by
highlighting the key challenges, possibilities and critiques of intersectionality-informed approaches
in public policy. It brings together international scholars across a variety of policy sectors and
disciplines to consider the state of intersectionality in policy research and analysis. Importantly, it
offers a global perspective on the added value and “how-to” of intersectionality-informed policy
approaches that aim to advance equity and social justice.

south african economic curriculum: Africa's Wellbeing in an Uncertain World Vusi Gumede,
2020-11-09 The world remains uncertain. Africa is fragile. Many issues remain unresolved and the




African, and global, situation is worsening. South Africa has been at the crossroads for long enough.
There can be no more delays, the time has come to address the many critical issues. In Africa's
Wellbeing in an Uncertain World, Vusi Gumede discusses these critical issues about Africa, with
specific focus on South Africa. He has revisited opinion articles and blogs he has been writing since
the mid-2000s and taken his ideas and arguments, together with his deliberations on the recent
changes globally and in Africa, and presented them in this thought-provoking book. While taking into
account what others have said about similar issues, this is an attempt to get us to talk about these
challenges, the important issues and fundamental problems, with a view to finding solutions. The
future of the African continent could be bright if all the efforts that are being pursued for the
improved wellbeing of Africans succeed. But, as Vusi Gumede reflects in this book, if South Africa is
to achieve the society envisaged in the Constitution, then all South Africans, whatever the colour of
their skin, have an important role to play.

south african economic curriculum: Proceedings of the 10th Focus Conference (TFC 2023)
Manyane Makua, Mariam Akinlolu, Mashango Sithole, Phiwayinkosi Gumede, Cebo Nyondo,
Ntombikhona Khuzwayo, Mandlenkosi Mhlongo, 2023-11-03 This is an open access book. The 2023
Focus Conference will focus on Goal Four (Quality Education) of the United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Development Goals (SGD). Goal Four is seized with providing “equal access for all
women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education including
university.” Quality education, in this context, means the ability to function, provide and derive value
in society. The theme of the conference is therefore coined as “The Role of Higher Education in the
Attainment of Sustainable Quality Education.” Through this theme, the conference will provide a
space for participants to share practical knowledge, experiences, and possible solutions to the
myriad of problems that confront the higher education sector. Universities are often thought of as
ivory towers far removed from the realities that confront global societies. To compound this, higher
education is increasingly being questioned for its relevance in providing practical and innovative
solutions to existing societal problems. Such questions often navigate around the relevance of the
academic programmes being offered, curriculum, the capacity of staff, employability of graduates,
and generally the ability of these institutions to understand why they exist. Indeed, higher
education’s role in creating a sustainable future will presumably take on greater importance as the
world continues to become increasingly globalised and interdependent.
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