
slavery historical documents
slavery historical documents have long been essential tools for understanding the realities of
slavery, its impact, and its legacy throughout history. These records, ranging from legal statutes to
personal letters, provide invaluable insights into the lived experiences of enslaved individuals, the
economic systems that perpetuated bondage, and the social attitudes of different eras. By studying
slavery historical documents, scholars and the general public gain access to first-hand testimonies,
property records, court proceedings, and abolitionist writings that paint a comprehensive picture of
this complex and painful chapter in human history. This article explores the various types of slavery
historical documents, their significance, methods of preservation, and how modern technology is
expanding access to these important sources. Readers will discover how these documents are used
in research, the challenges of interpreting them, and why they remain crucial for education and
social justice today.
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The Importance of Slavery Historical Documents

Slavery historical documents are vital for reconstructing the social, economic, and political realities
of societies where slavery was practiced. These records provide direct evidence of the laws,
transactions, and personal experiences that defined the institution of slavery. By analyzing such
documents, historians can accurately trace the development and abolition of slavery, understand
resistance movements, and examine the global impact of forced labor systems. Furthermore, these
documents serve as primary sources for educational curriculums and public memory, ensuring that
the stories of enslaved individuals are neither forgotten nor misrepresented.

The significance of slavery historical documents extends beyond academia. They play a crucial role
in legal justice, reparations debates, and public policy. Descendants of enslaved people often rely on
these records for genealogical research and reclaiming their family histories. In museums and
memorials, original documents and their reproductions help foster dialogue, awareness, and
empathy among visitors.



Major Types of Slavery Historical Documents

A broad range of documents chronicle the history of slavery, each offering unique perspectives and
details. Understanding the different categories of slavery historical documents is essential for
comprehensive research and interpretation.

Legal Documents and Statutes

Legal records form the backbone of slavery documentation. These include laws, codes, and
ordinances enacted by governments to regulate the status, treatment, and rights of enslaved people
and their owners. Examples are slave codes, manumission papers, and emancipation proclamations.
Such documents reveal the legal framework that upheld and eventually dismantled slavery in various
regions.

Property and Transaction Records

Enslaved individuals were often treated as property, and as such, records of their sale, transfer, and
valuation are abundant. Bills of sale, auction records, estate inventories, and tax registers provide
quantitative data on the scale and economics of slavery. These documents often contain the names,
ages, and skills of enslaved persons, making them invaluable for genealogical research.

Personal Narratives and Testimonies

First-hand accounts from enslaved or formerly enslaved people are among the most powerful slavery
historical documents. These include autobiographies, oral histories, letters, and interviews. The
narratives of Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and Olaudah Equiano, among others, offer deeply
personal insights into the brutality and resilience experienced under slavery.

Court Cases and Legal Proceedings

Legal disputes involving enslaved individuals—whether regarding ownership, crimes, or freedom
suits—generated extensive records. Court transcripts, depositions, and verdicts shed light on the
application of justice and the legal battles waged by or on behalf of enslaved people seeking freedom
or better treatment.

Abolitionist Writings and Propaganda

Abolitionist literature, pamphlets, newspapers, and petitions played a crucial role in raising
awareness and mobilizing opposition to slavery. These documents not only advocated for abolition
but also documented the atrocities of slavery with an aim to sway public opinion and policy.



Legal codes and slave statutes

Bills of sale and estate inventories

Personal letters and memoirs

Court records and freedom suits

Abolitionist pamphlets and newspapers

Key Examples of Influential Documents

Certain slavery historical documents have had a profound impact on public understanding and
policy. These influential records span different periods and regions, reflecting the complexity and
global reach of slavery.

The Emancipation Proclamation

Issued by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation declared freedom for
enslaved people in Confederate states. As an executive order, it signaled a turning point in the
American Civil War and is frequently cited as a landmark document in the struggle against slavery.

The 13th Amendment

The 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution formally abolished slavery in the United
States in 1865. This legal document marked the end of legal slavery and has been central to civil
rights discussions ever since.

The Narrative of Frederick Douglass

Frederick Douglass’s autobiography, published in 1845, remains one of the most widely read and
cited slave narratives. It provides a vivid, personal account of his experiences and the broader
realities of life under slavery, influencing abolitionist movements in the US and abroad.

Transatlantic Slave Trade Records

Shipping manifests, logs, and registries from the transatlantic slave trade document the forced



transportation of millions of Africans to the Americas. These records provide quantitative evidence
of the scope and inhumanity of the slave trade.

Methods of Preserving and Accessing Historical
Records

Preserving slavery historical documents is essential for ensuring that future generations can access
these irreplaceable sources. Advances in archival science, conservation, and digital technology have
made it possible to safeguard and disseminate these documents widely.

Archival Storage and Conservation

Physical preservation involves storing documents in climate-controlled environments, repairing
damaged materials, and using acid-free materials for storage. Archivists and conservators employ
specialized techniques to prevent deterioration and loss.

Digitization and Online Databases

Many institutions now digitize slavery historical documents, making them available through
searchable databases. Digital archives allow researchers, educators, and the public to access high-
resolution images, transcriptions, and annotations from anywhere in the world.

Public Exhibitions and Education

Museums, libraries, and educational institutions frequently display slavery historical documents to
promote awareness and encourage study. Exhibitions often pair original documents with interactive
displays, audio recordings, and educational programming.

Challenges in Interpreting Slavery Historical
Documents

Interpreting slavery historical documents presents several challenges, including gaps in the record,
biased perspectives, and the use of archaic language. Many documents were created by slaveholders
or officials, often omitting the voices of enslaved individuals or presenting distorted perspectives.

Additionally, the destruction or loss of records—whether through war, neglect, or deliberate
action—means that the historical record is often incomplete. Historians must read documents
critically, considering context, intent, and limitations to reconstruct an accurate picture of the past.



Modern Uses and Ongoing Research

Today, slavery historical documents remain central to ongoing research in history, sociology, law,
and genealogy. Scholars use these sources to explore the long-term impacts of slavery, uncover
hidden family lineages, and inform social justice initiatives.

Genetic genealogy and data analysis now complement documentary research, providing new tools
for tracing ancestry and movement. Public access to digitized records has democratized scholarship,
enabling communities and individuals to engage directly with the past.

As societies continue to grapple with the legacies of slavery, the study and preservation of slavery
historical documents ensure that the lessons of history remain accessible and relevant for
generations to come.

Q: What are slavery historical documents?
A: Slavery historical documents are primary source records that detail the practice, regulation, and
experiences of slavery. These include legal statutes, property records, personal narratives, court
cases, and abolitionist writings that provide evidence and insight into the history of slavery.

Q: Why are slavery historical documents important?
A: These documents are crucial for understanding the realities of slavery, its impact on societies,
and the lives of enslaved people. They support historical research, education, genealogical studies,
and efforts towards social justice and reconciliation.

Q: What are common types of slavery historical documents?
A: Common types include legal codes and statutes, bills of sale, estate inventories, personal letters
and autobiographies, court records, and abolitionist pamphlets or newspapers.

Q: How are slavery historical documents preserved?
A: Preservation methods include archival storage in climate-controlled environments, physical
conservation techniques, digitization, and online databases that ensure both physical and digital
access for researchers and the public.

Q: Can descendants of enslaved people use these documents
for genealogy?
A: Yes, property records, estate inventories, and personal accounts often contain names, ages, and
familial relationships that are valuable for genealogical research and tracing family histories.



Q: What challenges exist when interpreting slavery historical
documents?
A: Interpretation is challenged by gaps in the record, biased or incomplete perspectives, archaic
language, and the destruction or loss of documents over time.

Q: What is a famous example of a slavery historical document?
A: The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863, is a prominent
example that declared enslaved people in Confederate states to be free.

Q: How has technology changed access to slavery historical
documents?
A: Digitization has made it possible to access high-resolution copies of documents online, expanding
access for researchers, educators, and the public worldwide.

Q: Why are personal narratives from formerly enslaved people
significant?
A: Personal narratives provide first-hand accounts of the experiences, struggles, and resilience of
enslaved individuals, offering invaluable perspectives often missing from official records.

Q: Are there international slavery historical documents?
A: Yes, records related to the transatlantic slave trade, colonial laws, and abolitionist movements
exist across Africa, Europe, the Americas, and the Caribbean, reflecting slavery’s global impact.
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  slavery historical documents: Authority and the Historical Document in Late
Twentieth-Century Literature Elizabeth Rich, 2021-08-23 After the Fact: Authority and the Historical
Document in Late Twentieth-Century Literature examines historiographic metafiction’s
epistemological concern with the historical document. The six texts herein recover official and
neglected documents, viewing history from marginal perspectives endeavoring an ethical
reconsideration of dominant historical narratives. Thematically paired chapters focus on eye-witness
narratives, legal and official government documents, and news publications. The first two chapters,
D.M. Thomas’ The White Hotel with Toni Morrison’s Beloved, explore the writers’ reconsideration of
eye-witness accounts, specifically the Holocaust survivor narrative and the slave narrative. The
second pair reviews mythologies of the nation in the United States. Susan Howe’s Singularities
rewrites the Indian captivity narrative. Hannah Weiner’s Spoke revises the 1868 Black Hills treaty to
focus on how popular and official texts promote the colonial imaginary and function to justify
colonial expansion. The final two chapters examine Margaret Atwood’s Alias Grace and Robert
Coover’s The Public Burning, which critique the press’s authority by questioning its claim to
objectivity.
  slavery historical documents: English Historical Documents, 1783-1832 David Charles
Douglas, Arthur Aspinall, E. Anthony Smith, 1996 English Historical Documents is the most
comprehensive, annotated collection of documents on British (not in reality just English) history ever
compiled. Conceived during the Second World War with a view to ensuring the most important
historical documents remained available and accessible in perpetuity, the first volume came out in
1953, and the most recent volume almost sixty years later. The print series, edited by David C.
Douglas, is a magisterial survey of British history, covering the years 500 to 1914 and including
around 5,500 primary sources, all selected by leading historians Editors. It has over the years
become an indispensable resource for generations of students, researchers and lecturers. EHD is
now available in its entirety online. Bringing EHD into the digital age has been a long and complex
process. To provide you with first-rate, intelligent searchability, Routledge have teamed up with the



Institute of Historical Research (one of the research institutes that make up the School of Advanced
Study, University of London http://www.history.ac.uk) to produce EHD Online. The IHR's team of
experts have fully indexed the documents, using an exhaustive historical thesaurus developed by the
Royal Historical Society for its Bibliography of British and Irish History. The sources include
treaties, statutes, declarations, government and cabinet proceedings, military dispatches, orders,
acts, sermons, newspaper articles, pamphlets, personal and official letters, diaries and more. Each
section of documents and many of the documents themselves are accompanied by editorial
commentary. The sources cover a wide spectrum of topics, from political and constitutional issues to
social, economic, religious as well as cultural history.--[Résumé de l'éditeur].
  slavery historical documents: A History of Negro Slavery in New York Edgar J. McManus,
2001-05-01 This book traces the origins and development of New York's slave system from its Dutch
beginnings in New Netherland to its demise and legal extinction in the late eighteenth
century.--Preface.
  slavery historical documents: Editing Historical Documents Michael E. Stevens, Steven B.
Burg, 1997-10-15 This volume is aimed both at more experienced editors, who may wish to skip over
the advice offered in the introduction, as well as at those who are new to the craft and want to know
how to begin work on publishing historical documents of interest to them.
  slavery historical documents: Slavery Pat Perrin, 2000 Folder includes research notes and
other material such as journal articles, and copies of and extracts from Jefferson-related
correspondence.
  slavery historical documents: Writing the History of Slavery David Stefan Doddington,
Enrico Dal Lago, 2022-01-13 Exploring the major historiographical, theoretical, and methodological
approaches that have shaped studies on slavery, this addition to the Writing History series highlights
the varied ways that historians have approached the fluid and complex systems of human bondage,
domination, and exploitation that have developed in societies across the world. The first part
examines more recent attempts to place slavery in a global context, touching on contexts such as
religion, empire, and capitalism. In its second part, the book looks closely at the key themes and
methods that emerge as historians reckon with the dynamics of historical slavery. These range from
politics, economics and quantitative analyses, to race and gender, to pyschohistory, history from
below, and many more. Throughout, examples of slavery and its impact are considered across time
and place: in Ancient Greece and Rome, Medieval Europe, colonial Asia, Africa, and the Americas,
and trades throughout the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Also taken into account are thinkers from
Antiquity to the 20th century and the impact their ideas have had on the subject and the debates
that follow. This book is essential reading for students and scholars at all levels who are interested
in not only the history of slavery but in how that history has come to be written and how its debates
have been framed across civilizations.
  slavery historical documents: Making Sense of Slavery Scott Spillman, 2025-03-04 An
“essential” (James Oakes, author of The Crooked Path to Abolition) history of the study of slavery in
America, from the Revolutionary era to the 1619 Project, showing how these intellectual debates
have shaped American public life In recent years, from school board meetings to the halls of
Congress, Americans have engaged in fierce debates about how slavery and its legacies ought to be
taught, researched, and narrated. But since the earliest days of the Republic, political leaders,
abolitionists, judges, scholars, and ordinary citizens have all struggled to explain and understand the
peculiar institution. In Making Sense of Slavery, historian Scott Spillman shows that the study of
slavery was a vital catalyst for the broader development of American intellectual life and politics. In
contexts ranging from the plantation fields to the university classroom, Americans interpreted
slavery and its afterlives through many lenses, shaping the trajectory of disciplines from economics
to sociology, from psychology to history. Spillman delves deeply into the archives, and into the
pathbreaking work of scholars such as W. E. B. Du Bois and Annette Gordon-Reed, to trace how
generations of Americans have wrestled with the paradox of slavery in a country founded on
principles of liberty and equality. As the debate over the place of slavery in our history rages on,



Making Sense of Slavery shows that what is truly central to American history is this very debate
itself.
  slavery historical documents: Archives, Documentation, and Institutions of Social
Memory Francis Xavier Blouin, William G. Rosenberg, 2007-08-02 Essays exploring the importance
of archives as artifacts of culture
  slavery historical documents: Historical Papers Washington and Lee University, 1890
  slavery historical documents: The Harvard Guide to African-American History Evelyn Brooks
Higginbotham, 2001 This massive guide, sponsored by the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for
Afro-American Research at Harvard University and compiled by renowned experts, offers a
compendium of information and interpretation on over 500 years of black experience in America.
  slavery historical documents: An Annual Publication of Historical Papers Trinity College
Historical Society, 1897
  slavery historical documents: The Oxford Handbook of the African American Slave Narrative
John Ernest, 2014-02-28 Given the rise of new interdisciplinary and methodological approaches to
African American and Black Atlantic studies, The Oxford Handbook of the African American Slave
Narrative will offer a fresh, wide-ranging assessment of this major American literary genre. The
volume will begin with articles that consider the fundamental concerns of gender, sexuality,
community, and the Christian ethos of suffering and redemption that are central to any
understanding of slave narratives. The chapters that follow will interrogate the various agendas
behind the production of both pre- and post-Emancipation narratives and take up the various
interpretive problems they pose. Strategic omissions and veiled gestures were often necessary in
these life accounts as they revealed disturbing, too-painful truths, far beyond what white audiences
were prepared to hear. While touching upon the familiar canonical autobiographies of Frederick
Douglass and Harriet Jacobs, the Handbook will pay more attention to the under-studied narratives
of Josiah Henson, Sojourner Truth, William Grimes, Henry Box Brown, and other often-overlooked
accounts. In addition to the literary autobiographies of bondage, the volume will anatomize the
powerful WPA recordings of interviews with former slaves during the late 1930s. With essays on the
genre's imaginative afterlife, its final essays will chart the emergence and development of neoslave
narratives, most notably in Styron's The Confessions of Nat Turner, Toni Morrisons's Beloved and
Octavia Butler's provocative science fiction novel, Kindred. In short, the Handbook will provide a
long-overdue assessment of the state of the genre and the vital scholarship that continues to grow
around it, work that is offering some of the most provocative analysis emerging out of the literary
studies discipline as a whole.
  slavery historical documents: A Day in a Working Life Gary Westfahl, 2015-04-21 Ideal for
high school and college students studying history through the everyday lives of men and women, this
book offers intriguing information about the jobs that people have held, from ancient times to the
21st century. This unique book provides detailed studies of more than 300 occupations as they were
practiced in 21 historical time periods, ranging from prehistory to the present day. Each profession
is examined in a compelling essay that is specifically written to inform readers about career choices
in different times and cultures, and is accompanied by a bibliography of additional sources of
information, sidebars that relate historical issues to present-day concerns, as well as related
historical documents. Readers of this work will learn what each profession entailed or entails on a
daily basis, how one gained entry to the vocation, training methods, and typical compensation levels
for the job. The book provides sufficient specific detail to convey a comprehensive understanding of
the experiences, benefits, and downsides of a given profession. Selected accompanying documents
further bring history to life by offering honest testimonies from people who actually worked in these
occupations or interacted with those in that field.
  slavery historical documents: Historic Papers on the Causes of the Civil War Eugenia
Dunlap Potts, 2022-09-16 Eugenia Dunlap Potts's Historic Papers on the Causes of the Civil War
serves as a compelling anthology of historical documents and essays that illuminate the multifaceted
reasons behind one of America's most pivotal conflicts. Potts expertly curates primary sources,



legislative debates, and personal correspondences, providing readers with a nuanced understanding
of the political, social, and economic tensions that precipitated the war. The literary style is marked
by meticulous scholarship, presenting an accessible yet rigorously analytical discourse that situates
the Civil War within broader historical narratives. By deftly weaving together these varied
perspectives, Potts contextualizes the complexities of American society leading up to the conflict,
highlighting the interplay between state rights, slavery, and secession. Eugenia Dunlap Potts, an
esteemed historian and educator, brings her deep-rooted passion for 19th-century American history
to this work. Her academic background and extensive research on regional attitudes toward slavery
and unionism informed her perspective, fostering a desire to elucidate the historical nuances often
lost in contemporary discourse. Her dedication to preserving the voice of the past resonates
throughout this collection, reflecting her belief in history's role as both a teacher and a guide.
Historic Papers on the Causes of the Civil War is a must-read for scholars, students, and history
enthusiasts alike, as it provides crucial insights into the underlying factors that shaped a nation.
Potts's blend of primary and secondary sources not only enriches the reader's understanding but
also invites critical engagement with the themes of conflict, identity, and political ideology. This
volume is an invaluable addition to any library, paving the way for further exploration of America's
tumultuous past.
  slavery historical documents: The Unchained: Powerful Life Stories of Former Slaves
Aphra Behn, Thomas Clarkson, Daniel Drayton, Louis Hughes, Austin Steward, Ida B. Wells-Barnett,
Moses Grandy, William Still, Nat Turner, Henry Bibb, Olaudah Equiano, Sojourner Truth, Mary
Prince, Kate Drumgoold, Frederick Douglass, Brantz Mayer, Theodore Canot, Booker T. Washington,
Elizabeth Keckley, Charles Ball, Solomon Northup, Josiah Henson, Stephen Smith, Ellen Craft,
William Craft, John Gabriel Stedman, Sarah H. Bradford, Lucy A. Delaney, L. S. Thompson, F. G. De
Fontaine, Henry Box Brown, John Dixon Long, Harriet Jacobs, Jacob D. Green, Work Projects
Administration, Thomas S. Gaines, Willie Lynch, Margaretta Matilda Odell, Joseph Mountain,
2023-12-14 This unique collection consists of the most influential narratives of former slaves,
including numerous recorded testimonies, life stories and original photos of former slaves long after
Civil War: Recorded Life Stories of Former Slaves from 17 different US States Narrative of the Life
of Frederick Douglass 12 Years a Slave (Solomon Northup) The Underground Railroad Harriet
Jacobs: The Moses of Her People Up From Slavery (Booker T. Washington) The Willie Lynch Letter:
The Making of Slave! The Confessions of Nat Turner Narrative of Sojourner Truth The History of
Mary Prince Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom (William & Ellen Craft) Thirty Years a Slave
(Louis Hughes) Narrative of the Life of J. D. Green The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano Behind The Scenes: 30 Years a Slave & 4 Years in the White House (Elizabeth Keckley)
Father Henson's Story of His Own Life (Josiah Henson) Fifty Years in Chains (Charles Ball)
Twenty-Two Years a Slave and Forty Years a Freeman (Austin Steward) Narrative of the Life and
Adventures of Henry Bibb The Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave The Story of Mattie J.
Jackson (L. S. Thompson) A Slave Girl's Story (Kate Drumgoold) From the Darkness Cometh the
Light (Lucy A. Delaney) Narrative of the Life of Moses Grandy, a Slave in the United States of
America Narrative of Joanna Life of Henry Box Brown, Who Escaped in a 3x2 Feet Box Memoir and
Poems of Phillis Wheatley Buried Alive Sketches of the Life of Joseph Mountain Documents: The
History of the Abolition of African Slave-Trade History of American Abolitionism from 1787-1861
Pictures of Slavery in Church and State Report of the Proceedings at the Examination of Charles G.
Davis, Esq., on the Charge of Aiding and Abetting in the Rescue of a Fugitive Slave Southern
Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases The Duty of Disobedience to the Fugitive Slave Act
Emancipation Proclamation Gettysburg Address XIII Amendment Civil Rights Act of 1866 XIV
Amendment ...
  slavery historical documents: Making Slavery History Margot Minardi, 2012-08-01 Making
Slavery History focuses on how commemorative practices and historical arguments about the
American Revolution set the course for antislavery politics in the nineteenth century. The particular
setting is a time and place in which people were hyperconscious of their roles as historical actors



and narrators: Massachusetts in the period between the Revolution and the Civil War. This book
shows how local abolitionists, both black and white, drew on their state's Revolutionary heritage to
mobilize public opposition to Southern slavery. When it came to securing the citizenship of free
people of color within the Commonwealth, though, black and white abolitionists diverged in terms of
how they idealized black historical agency. Although it is often claimed that slavery in New England
is a history long concealed, Making Slavery History finds it hidden in plain sight. From memories of
Phillis Wheatley and Crispus Attucks to representations of black men at the Battle of Bunker Hill,
evidence of the local history of slavery cropped up repeatedly in early national Massachusetts. In
fixing attention on these seemingly marginal presences, this book demonstrates that slavery was
unavoidably entangled in the commemorative culture of the early republic-even in a place that
touted itself as the cradle of liberty. Transcending the particular contexts of Massachusetts and the
early American republic, this book is centrally concerned with the relationship between two ways of
making history, through social and political transformation on the one hand and through
commemoration, narration, and representation on the other. Making Slavery History examines the
relationships between memory and social change, between histories of slavery and dreams of
freedom, and between the stories we tell ourselves about who we have been and the possibilities we
perceive for who we might become.
  slavery historical documents: Historical Papers Adelaide Avery Lyons, 1919
  slavery historical documents: The Confederacy: History, Documents, Memoirs and
Biographies John Esten Cooke, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Frank H. Alfriend, Heros von Borcke,
2023-12-30 The anthology The Confederacy: History, Documents, Memoirs and Biographies presents
a profound exploration of the American Civil War through an intricate weave of historical
documents, personal memoirs, and biographies. This compilation captures the multifaceted and
often contentious perspectives regarding the Confederate States of America, offering insights into
its political, social, and military aspects. Distinguished pieces within the collection highlight pivotal
events and personal accounts, providing a spectrum of literary styles ranging from structured
historical documents to reflective personal memoirs, illustrating the rich tapestry of narratives that
define this turbulent period in American history. The contributing authors, including John Esten
Cooke, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Frank H. Alfriend, and Heros von Borcke, bring together a
wealth of firsthand experience and knowledge. Their collective narratives align with historical and
cultural movements that shaped the Confederacy's identity. These figures, deeply entrenched in the
historical milieu of the Civil War, offer readers diverse viewpoints that challenge and broaden
traditional understandings. The anthology creates a vibrant dialogue by interweaving these varied
narratives, highlighting the complexities of loyalty, leadership, and legacy during a defining era in
American history. For readers eager to deepen their understanding of the Civil War, this anthology
offers a unique opportunity to engage with a plethora of perspectives within a single volume. The
Confederacy stands as a valuable educational resource that enriches one's comprehension of the era
through its broad array of insights. It prompts an intellectual examination of the divergent voices
that shaped the historical landscape, inviting readers to contemplate the enduring impact of these
narratives on American history and society. Embrace this anthology for its profound contribution to
historical discourse and its capacity to illuminate the intricate and often polarizing facets of the
Confederate experience.
  slavery historical documents: Borderlands of Slavery William S. Kiser, 2017-04-05 It is
often taken as a simple truth that the Civil War and the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution
ended slavery in the United States. In the Southwest, however, two coercive labor systems, debt
peonage—in which a debtor negotiated a relationship of servitude, often lifelong, to a creditor—and
Indian captivity, not only outlived the Civil War but prompted a new struggle to define freedom and
bondage in the United States. In Borderlands of Slavery, William S. Kiser presents a comprehensive
history of debt peonage and Indian captivity in the territory of New Mexico after the Civil War. It
begins in the early 1700s with the development of Indian slavery through slave raiding and fictive
kinship. By the early 1800s, debt peonage had emerged as a secondary form of coerced servitude in



the Southwest, augmenting Indian slavery to meet increasing demand for labor. While indigenous
captivity has received considerable scholarly attention, the widespread practice of debt peonage has
been largely ignored. Kiser makes the case that these two intertwined systems were of not just
regional but also national importance and must be understood within the context of antebellum
slavery, the Civil War, emancipation, and Reconstruction. Kiser argues that the struggle over Indian
captivity and debt peonage in the Southwest helped both to broaden the public understanding of
forced servitude in post-Civil War America and to expand political and judicial philosophy regarding
free labor in the reunified republic. Borderlands of Slavery emphasizes the lasting legacies of
captivity and peonage in Southwestern culture and society as well as in the coercive African
American labor regimes in the Jim Crow South that persevered into the early twentieth century.
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