
shakespeare drama education

shakespeare drama education is an essential topic for educators, students, and theatre enthusiasts

alike. Integrating the works of William Shakespeare into drama education provides invaluable

opportunities to explore language, performance, historical context, and social issues. This article offers

a comprehensive overview of shakespeare drama education, detailing its significance, benefits,

practical strategies for teaching, curriculum integration, and its impact on students' personal and

academic development. Discover how Shakespearean plays foster creativity, critical thinking, and

cultural understanding, while enriching drama programs in schools and communities. Whether you are

a teacher seeking effective classroom approaches or a student passionate about theatre, this guide

will help you navigate the multifaceted world of shakespeare drama education.

Importance of Shakespeare in Drama Education

Benefits of Teaching Shakespearean Drama

Effective Strategies for Teaching Shakespeare

Integrating Shakespeare into School Curricula

Impact on Student Development

Challenges and Solutions in Shakespeare Drama Education

Conclusion



Importance of Shakespeare in Drama Education

Incorporating Shakespeare into drama education is widely regarded as foundational for understanding

the evolution of theatre, literature, and language. Shakespeare’s plays offer timeless themes, complex

characters, and innovative narrative structures that have influenced countless writers and performers.

Through shakespeare drama education, students gain exposure to early modern English, poetic

devices, and dramatic techniques that remain relevant in contemporary theatre. By engaging with

works such as "Hamlet," "Romeo and Juliet," and "Macbeth," students experience firsthand the power

of storytelling and performance. The global impact and enduring popularity of Shakespeare’s plays

make them indispensable in drama curricula, fostering appreciation for classic literature and theatrical

tradition.

Benefits of Teaching Shakespearean Drama

Teaching Shakespearean drama presents numerous educational and developmental benefits for

students of all ages. Exposure to Shakespeare’s works enhances language proficiency, interpretative

skills, and cultural literacy. The study of these plays encourages deep analysis, empathy, and creative

thinking, providing a rich foundation for personal and academic growth. Shakespeare drama education

also supports collaborative learning, as students work together to interpret, rehearse, and perform

scenes. The following list highlights key benefits associated with teaching Shakespeare in drama

education:

Improved reading comprehension and vocabulary

Enhanced public speaking and performance skills

Greater cultural awareness and historical understanding

Development of critical analysis and interpretative skills

Increased confidence and self-expression



Fostering teamwork and collaboration

Effective Strategies for Teaching Shakespeare

Active and Experiential Learning

Successful shakespeare drama education often relies on active and experiential teaching methods.

Instead of focusing solely on text analysis, educators encourage students to engage physically and

emotionally with the plays. Role-playing, improvisation, and scene work allow participants to embody

characters and understand motivations, making Shakespeare’s language accessible and relatable.

Teachers can utilize theatre games, group activities, and creative exercises to help students internalize

the text and appreciate its dramatic qualities.

Modern Adaptations and Contextualization

Adapting Shakespearean plays for modern audiences is an effective way to connect students with

challenging material. By contextualizing themes and language, educators bridge the gap between early

modern English and contemporary issues. Modern interpretations, film adaptations, and multimedia

resources can make Shakespeare’s works more engaging and relevant. Teachers often encourage

students to draw parallels between Shakespearean characters and current societal challenges,

fostering meaningful discussion and critical inquiry.

Integrating Technology and Multimedia

Technology plays a pivotal role in modern shakespeare drama education. Digital platforms, video

recordings, and virtual performances enable students to access a wide range of resources. Online

archives, interactive apps, and educational websites provide supplementary materials for deeper

exploration. Teachers can incorporate digital storytelling, podcasting, and multimedia presentations to



enhance student engagement and bring Shakespeare’s works to life in the classroom.

Integrating Shakespeare into School Curricula

Curriculum Design and Planning

Effective integration of Shakespeare into drama curricula requires strategic planning and alignment

with educational standards. Teachers should select plays that resonate with students’ interests, grade

level, and learning objectives. Curriculum design often includes reading, analysis, rehearsal, and

performance components, ensuring a balanced approach to literary and dramatic study. Collaboration

with other departments, such as English and history, can enrich interdisciplinary learning and

contextual understanding.

Assessment and Evaluation Methods

Assessing student progress in shakespeare drama education involves both formative and summative

evaluation techniques. Performance-based assessments, reflective journals, and peer reviews are

commonly used to measure understanding and skill development. Teachers may also incorporate

written assignments, creative projects, and group presentations to gauge students’ interpretative

abilities and collaborative work. Clear rubrics and feedback mechanisms support student growth and

achievement.

Impact on Student Development

Cognitive and Academic Growth

Engagement with Shakespearean drama promotes cognitive development and academic achievement.

Analyzing complex texts sharpens critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills. Students learn



to appreciate literary devices, dramatic structure, and historical context, which enhances overall

academic performance. Participation in rehearsals and performances cultivates discipline, focus, and

resilience.

Social and Emotional Learning

Shakespeare drama education also supports social and emotional development. Students explore

universal themes such as love, ambition, jealousy, and betrayal, gaining insight into human behavior

and relationships. Collaborative theatre activities foster empathy, respect, and effective communication.

By navigating challenging roles and scenarios, students build confidence, self-awareness, and

emotional intelligence.

Challenges and Solutions in Shakespeare Drama Education

Overcoming Language Barriers

One of the primary challenges in teaching Shakespeare is the complexity of early modern English.

Students may struggle with unfamiliar vocabulary, syntax, and idiomatic expressions. Educators can

address these barriers by providing glossaries, annotated texts, and guided reading exercises.

Interactive activities, such as paraphrasing and translation tasks, help students internalize meaning

and build confidence.

Engaging Diverse Learners

Meeting the needs of diverse learners is crucial in shakespeare drama education. Differentiated

instruction, flexible grouping, and inclusive classroom practices ensure that all students can participate

meaningfully. Teachers should consider students’ backgrounds, learning styles, and interests when

selecting plays and designing activities. Providing choice, scaffolding, and additional support fosters a

positive and equitable learning environment.



Conclusion

Shakespeare drama education remains a vital component of modern teaching and learning, offering

profound benefits for students’ intellectual, social, and emotional development. Effective integration of

Shakespearean works into drama curricula enhances language skills, creativity, and cultural

understanding. By embracing active learning strategies, technology, and inclusive practices, educators

can make Shakespeare accessible and engaging for all students. The enduring relevance of

Shakespeare’s plays continues to inspire new generations of learners and performers, enriching drama

education programs around the world.

Q: Why is shakespeare drama education considered important for

students?

A: Shakespeare drama education is important because it introduces students to classic literature,

enriches language skills, fosters critical thinking, and encourages creativity. It also helps students

understand cultural and historical contexts, making them more well-rounded learners.

Q: How can teachers make Shakespeare’s language more accessible

to students?

A: Teachers can use glossaries, annotated texts, paraphrasing exercises, and modern adaptations to

help students understand Shakespeare’s language. Interactive activities and performance-based

learning also make the text more approachable.

Q: What skills do students develop through shakespeare drama

education?

A: Students develop reading comprehension, public speaking, teamwork, empathy, critical analysis,

and interpretative skills. Participation in drama activities also boosts confidence and self-expression.



Q: What are effective strategies for teaching Shakespeare in drama

classes?

A: Effective strategies include active learning through role-play and improvisation, using modern

adaptations, integrating technology, contextualizing themes, and collaborative group work.

Q: How does shakespeare drama education impact students’ emotional

development?

A: Engaging with Shakespearean drama helps students explore complex emotions and relationships,

fostering empathy, self-awareness, and emotional intelligence through collaborative performance and

analysis.

Q: What challenges do educators face in teaching Shakespeare?

A: Common challenges include language barriers, diverse learning needs, and student engagement.

Solutions involve differentiated instruction, support materials, inclusive practices, and creative teaching

methods.

Q: How can schools integrate Shakespeare into their drama curriculum

effectively?

A: Schools can integrate Shakespeare by selecting age-appropriate plays, aligning lessons with

curricular goals, collaborating across departments, and incorporating both literary study and

performance elements.

Q: What role does technology play in shakespeare drama education?

A: Technology offers access to digital resources, multimedia presentations, online archives, and virtual



performances, enhancing engagement and providing new ways to explore Shakespeare’s works.

Q: Can shakespeare drama education benefit students outside of

theatre studies?

A: Yes, the skills gained—such as critical thinking, communication, and cultural literacy—are valuable

across disciplines and in real-world contexts, benefiting students both academically and personally.

Q: What are some recommended Shakespeare plays for introducing

drama education to beginners?

A: Recommended plays include "Romeo and Juliet," "A Midsummer Night’s Dream," and "Macbeth," as

their themes and characters are accessible and engaging for students new to drama education.
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  shakespeare drama education: Shakespeare in Education Martin Blocksidge, 2005-09-10 This
collection of essays - written by experienced practitioners - seeks to define, or at least report on, the
current position of Shakespeare in schools, colleges and other educational environments. Its primary
purpose is to examine how, where and why Shakespeare manifests himself in the educational
experience of school and college students today. The seven contributors address key topics such as
making Shakespeare our contemporary, teaching Shakespeare at a comprehensive school and the
work of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust.
  shakespeare drama education: Key Concepts in Theatre/Drama Education S. Schonmann,
2011-07-22 Key Concepts in Theatre Drama Education provides the first comprehensive survey of
contemporary research trends in theatre/drama education. It is an intriguing rainbow of thought,
celebrating a journey across three fields of scholarship: theatre, education and modes of knowing.
Hitherto no other collection of key concepts has been published in theatre /drama education. Fifty
seven entries, written by sixty scholars from across the world aim to convey the zeitgeist of the field.
The book’s key innovation lies in its method of writing, through collaborative networking, an open
peer-review process, and meaning-making involving all contributors. Within the framework of
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key-concept entries, readers will find valuable judgments and the viewpoints of researchers from
North and South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, New Zealand and Australia. The volume clearly
shows that drama/theatre educators and researchers have created a language, with its own
grammar and lucid syntax. The concepts outlined convey the current knowledge of scholars,
highlighting what they consider significant. Entries cover interdependent topics on teaching and
learning, aesthetics and ethics, curricula and history, culture and community, various populations
and their needs, theatre for young people, digital technology, narrative and pedagogy, research
methods, Shakespeare and Brecht, other various modes of theatre and the education of theatre
teachers. It aims to serve as the standard reference book for theatre/drama education researchers,
policymakers, practitioners and students around the world. A basic companion for researchers,
students, and teachers, this sourcebook outlines the key concepts that make the field prominent in
the sphere of Arts Education.
  shakespeare drama education: Teaching and Learning Shakespeare through Theatre-based
Practice Tracy Irish, Jennifer Kitchen, 2023-12-28 How can the study of Shakespeare contribute to
equipping young people for the challenges of an uncertain future? This book argues for the necessity
of a Shakespeare education that: finds meaning in the texts through inviting in the prior knowledge,
experiences and ideas of students; combines intellectual, social and emotional learning; and
develops a critical perspective on what a cultural inheritance is all about. It offers a comprehensive
exploration of the educational principles underpinning theatre-based practice and explains how and
why this practice can open up the possibilities of Shakespeare study in the classroom. It empowers
Shakespeare educators working with young people aged 5-18 to interact critically, creatively and
collaboratively with Shakespeare as a living artist. Drawing on the authors' research and experience
with organizations including the Royal Shakespeare Company, Shakespeare's Globe, the Folger and
Coram Shakespeare Schools Foundation, Part One consolidates recent developments in the field and
engages in lively dialogue with core questions of Shakespeare's place in the classroom. Part Two
curates a series of interviews with leaders and practitioners from the above and other Shakespeare
institutions, exploring their core principles and practices. Part Three presents chapters from and
about classroom teachers, who share their experiences of successfully embedding theatre-based
approaches to Shakespeare in their own diverse contexts.
  shakespeare drama education: Teaching Shakespeare Rex Gibson, 2016-04-21 An improved,
larger-format edition of the Cambridge School Shakespeare plays, extensively rewritten, expanded
and produced in an attractive new design.
  shakespeare drama education: Using Shakespeare's Plays to Explore Education Policy
Today Sophie Ward, 2016-10-26 Shakespeare is revered as the greatest writer in the English
language, yet education reform in the English-speaking world is informed primarily by the ‘market
order’, rather than the kind of humanism we might associate with Shakespeare. By considering
Shakespeare’s dramatisation of the principles that inform neoliberalism, this book makes an
important contribution to the debate on the moral failure of the market mechanism in schools and
higher education systems that have adopted neoliberal policy. The utility of Shakespeare’s plays as a
means to explore our present socio-economic system has long been acknowledged. As a Renaissance
playwright located at the junction between feudalism and capitalism, Shakespeare was uniquely
positioned to reflect upon the nascent market order. As a result, this book utilises six of his plays to
assess the impact of neoliberalism on education. Drawing from examples of education policy from
the UK and North America, it demonstrates that the alleged innovation of the market order is
premised upon ideas that are rejected by Shakespeare, and it advocates Shakespeare’s humanism as
a corrective to the failings of neoliberal education policy. Using Shakespeare's Plays to Explore
Education Policy Today will be of key interest to researchers, academics and students in the fields of
education policy and politics, educational reform, social and economic theory, English literature and
Shakespeare.
  shakespeare drama education: Teaching and Learning Shakespeare through
Theatre-based Practice Tracy Irish, Jennifer Kitchen, 2023-12-28 How can the study of



Shakespeare contribute to equipping young people for the challenges of an uncertain future? This
book argues for the necessity of a Shakespeare education that: finds meaning in the texts through
inviting in the prior knowledge, experiences and ideas of students; combines intellectual, social and
emotional learning; and develops a critical perspective on what a cultural inheritance is all about. It
offers a comprehensive exploration of the educational principles underpinning theatre-based
practice and explains how and why this practice can open up the possibilities of Shakespeare study
in the classroom. It empowers Shakespeare educators working with young people aged 5-18 to
interact critically, creatively and collaboratively with Shakespeare as a living artist. Drawing on the
authors' research and experience with organizations including the Royal Shakespeare Company,
Shakespeare's Globe, the Folger and Coram Shakespeare Schools Foundation, Part One consolidates
recent developments in the field and engages in lively dialogue with core questions of Shakespeare's
place in the classroom. Part Two curates a series of interviews with leaders and practitioners from
the above and other Shakespeare institutions, exploring their core principles and practices. Part
Three presents chapters from and about classroom teachers, who share their experiences of
successfully embedding theatre-based approaches to Shakespeare in their own diverse contexts.
  shakespeare drama education: The RSC Shakespeare Toolkit for Teachers Royal
Shakespeare Company, 2013-04-11 Developed by one of the world's leading theatre companies, this
resource offers teachers a practical drama-based approach to teaching and appreciating three of
Shakespeare's most popular plays: Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, and A Midsummer Night's
Dream.Drama-based exploration of the text for pupilsTeacher's notes and photocopiable worksheets
for a lesson-by-lesson routeAlso works as a dip in resourceFlexible ideas for use with current
teachingMapped to KS3 Framework for English and KS2 Primary Framework for LiteracyCD
contains printable digital versions
  shakespeare drama education: Drama Education and Second Language Learning Joe Winston,
Madonna Stinson, 2016-04-08 In recent years the contribution of drama to second language learning
has grown internationally as a field of interest to both teachers and researchers. The potential for
drama to provide strong social contexts for learning, to provide opportunities for the learner to
embody the target language and to motivate students’ desire to communicate have been increasingly
recognized as fruitful areas of inquiry. This book provides a brief historical perspective on the
development of this interest before presenting a range of examples drawn from recent research
projects led by those who are themselves experienced as drama and second language teachers.
Drawing on a variety of theoretical perspectives and deploying a range of methodological processes,
the chapters present evidence as to how and why drama can impact on student learning in a range
of classrooms, from the primary school through to undergraduate level. Focusing on issues such as
questioning in role, the professional development of second language teachers interested in using
drama, and the role of artistry when applying drama as pedagogy for second language learning, they
provide an up to date picture of contemporary practices and an acute analysis of both the
possibilities and the challenges facing researchers in the field. This book was originally published as
a special issue of Research in Drama Education: The Journal of Applied Theatre and Performance.
  shakespeare drama education: A Practical Guide to Shakespeare for the Primary School
John Doona, 2013-03-01 Shakespeare is one of our key historical figures but so often he remains
locked behind glass and hard to reach. The purpose of this book is to unlock Shakespeare, to remove
the tag of ‘high art’ that has surrounded his work and return him to the heart of popular culture
where his plays began in the first place. In his foreword, playwright Edward Bond says of A Practical
Guide to Shakespeare for the Primary School, ‘It is written with knowledge and experience of its
subject – but also with the knowledge of the young people with whom that experience was shared‘.
John Doona will inspire and motivate pupils and teachers alike to engage with Shakespeare in a
fresh and accessible manner and provide clear, tried and tested schemes of work which demonstrate
how engagement with the plays and their language can have a dramatic impact on children’s literacy
and writing. As well as providing practical guidance to classroom delivery and performance,
techniques, approaches and attitudes, this handbook also promotes learning outcomes linked to



literacy targets and cross-curricular units of learning. The central chapters of the book form a
comprehensive cross-curricular unit of work on four specific plays – The Tempest, Macbeth, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo and Juliet – providing background notes and historical facts
linked to the plays, along with comprehensive schemes of work for immediate implementation and
ideas for generating performance. Features unique to this resource include:- Free electronic
‘info-blasts’ to all book buyers containing electronic versions of key elements of the book as well as
additional resources and lesson plans Drama for the Petrified - A crash course for teachers in the
techniques, approaches and attitudes required to bring Shakespeare to life A chapter on
Shakespeare and his life, including ‘Five minute Will’ a short comic scripted account of his life
Comprehensive schemes of work, each including a Teachers’ Crib Sheet, Story Whoosh!, Story
Jigsaw, Scheme Structure Map, edited scenes and additional classroom resources A Practical Guide
to Shakespeare for the Primary School is an essential resource for all primary teachers, trainee
teachers and drama practitioners, offering guidance, insight and compelling schemes of work for the
study of Shakespeare through drama in the primary classroom.
  shakespeare drama education: MasterClass in Drama Education Michael Anderson,
2011-12-01 A comprehensive guide to drama education, ensuring a solid foundation for supporting
effective learning and teaching.
  shakespeare drama education: Teaching Shakespeare in Primary Schools Stefan Kucharczyk,
Maureen Kucharczyk, 2021-09-27 Teaching Shakespeare in Primary Schools offers guidance and
practical ideas for teaching Shakespeare’s plays across Key Stage 1 and 2. It demonstrates how the
plays can engage young readers in exciting, immersive and fun literacy lessons and illustrates how
the powerful themes, iconic characters and rich language remain relevant today. Part 1 explores the
place of classic texts in modern classrooms – how teachers can invite children to make meaning from
Shakespeare’s words – and considers key issues such as gender and race, and embraces modern
technology and digital storytelling. Part 2 presents Shakespeare’s plays: The Tempest, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Macbeth and The Winter’s Tale. For each play,
there is a suggested sequence of activities that will guide teachers through the process of inspiring
children, incubating ideas and making connections all before responding to it through drama,
writing and other subjects. You don’t need to be an actor, a scholar or even an extrovert to get the
best out of Shakespeare! Written by experienced teachers, this book is an essential resource for
teachers of all levels of experience who want to teach creative, engaging and memorable lessons.
  shakespeare drama education: Drama Games for Exploring Shakespeare Alanna Beeken,
Coram Shakespeare Schools Foundation, 2023-04-20 This dip-in, flick-through, quick-fire resource
book, part of the bestselling Drama Games series, offers dozens of games to help bring
Shakespeare's plays to life in the classroom or rehearsal room - making them fun and accessible to
actors, students, directors and teachers.
  shakespeare drama education: How to Study a Shakespeare Play Martin Coyle, John Peck,
1995-11-11 This book - for a decade the most highly regarded general introduction to Shakespeare -
offers students a clear and practical method of approaching a Shakespeare play. This major new
edition has been thoroughly revised and expanded to include five new chapters that illustrate the
nature and impact of the new approaches to Shakespeare that have swept through literary studies in
recent years: structuralism, poststructuralism, deconstruction, feminism, new historicism and
cultural materialism.
  shakespeare drama education: Theatre, Education and Performance Helen Nicholson,
2011-04-19 In the first conceptual overview of current practices and debates in theatre education,
Helen Nicholson explores the contribution that professional theatre practitioners make to the
education of young people. She maps the environments in which theatre and learning meet, and
looks at how the educational concerns and artistic inventiveness of people living in different times
and places have inflected theatre and changed education. This inspiring book tells the story of
ground-breaking developments of twentieth century theatre education, and explores the ways in
which current theatre practitioners have upheld these radical traditions. Helen Nicholson



investigates the effects on theatre education of a newly globalised economy, and asks pertinent
questions such as: how can theatre education continue to encourage debates about social justice in
the political landscape of the twenty-first century? How do the practices, policies and principles of
theatre speak to different generations? Offering diverse illustrations of practice from around the
world, Helen Nicholson draws on much personal experience and expert knowledge to demonstrate
how cutting edge performance practices continue to engage young people today.
  shakespeare drama education: Shakespeare, Education and Pedagogy Pamela Bickley, Jenny
Stevens, 2023-03-31 This volume captures the diverse ways in which Shakespeare interacts with
educational theory and practice. It explores the depiction of learning and education in the plays, the
role of Shakespeare as pedagogue, and ways in which the teaching of Shakespeare can facilitate
discussion of some of the urgent questions of modern times. The book offers a wide range of
perspectives – historical, theoretical, theatrical. The Renaissance humanist learning underpinning
Shakespeare’s own work is explored in essays that consider how the complexity of Shakespeare’s
drama challenges early-modern pedagogical orthodoxies. From close analysis of individual, solitary
reflection on Shakespeare’s writing, the book moves outward to engage with contemporary social
issues around inclusivity, society, and the planet, demonstrating the many educational contexts in
which Shakespeare is currently appropriated. Engaging with current questions of the value of
literary study, the book testifies to the potentialities of an empowering Shakespearean pedagogy.
Bringing together voices from a variety of institutions and from a wide range of educational
perspectives, this volume will be essential reading for academics, researchers and post-graduate
students of Shakespeare, literature in education, pedagogy and literary theory.
  shakespeare drama education: Approaches to Teaching Shakespeare's English History
Plays Laurie Ellinghausen, 2017-06-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching Shakespeare's
English history plays in the college classroom, including considerations of historiography, digital
archives, political rhetoric, gender, ecocriticism, masculinity, maps, authority and legitimacy,
performance, and composition. Includes information on editions, reference works, biographies, and
online resources. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate and graduate courses.
  shakespeare drama education: Reimagining Shakespeare Education Liam E. Semler,
Claire Hansen, Jacqueline Manuel, 2023-02-23 Shakespeare education is being reimagined around
the world. This book delves into the important role of collaborative projects in this extraordinary
transformation. Over twenty innovative Shakespeare partnerships from the UK, US, Australia, New
Zealand, the Middle East, Europe and South America are critically explored by their leaders and
participants. –Structured into thematic sections covering engagement with schools, universities, the
public, the digital and performance, the chapters offer vivid insights into what it means to teach,
learn and experience Shakespeare in collaboration with others. Diversity, equality, identity,
incarceration, disability, community and culture are key factors in these initiatives, which together
reveal how complex and humane Shakespeare education can be. Whether you are interested in
practice or theory, this collection showcases an abundance of rich, inspiring and informative
perspectives on Shakespeare education in our contemporary world.
  shakespeare drama education: The Routledge Companion to Theatre and Young People
Selina Busby, Kelly Freebody, Charlene Rajendran, 2022-10-31 This companion interrogates the
relationship between theatre and youth from a global perspective, taking in performances and
theatre made by, for, and about young people. These different but interrelated forms of theatre are
addressed through four critical themes that underpin the ways in which analysis of contemporary
theatre in relation to young people can be framed: political utterances – exploring the varied ways
theatre becomes a platform for political utterance as a process of dialogic thinking and critical
imagining; critical positioning – examining youth theatre work that navigates the sensitive, dynamic,
and complex terrains in which young people live and perform; pedagogic frames – outlining a range
of contexts and programmes in which young people learn to make and understand theatre that
reflects their artistic capacities and aesthetic strategies; applying performance – discussing a range
of projects and companies whose work has been influential in the development of youth theatre



within specific contexts. Providing critical, research-informed, and research-based discussions on
the intersection between young people, their representation, and their participation in theatre, this
is a landmark text for students, scholars, and practitioners whose work and thinking involves theatre
and young people.
  shakespeare drama education: Transforming the Teaching of Shakespeare with the
Royal Shakespeare Company Joe Winston, 2015-02-26 This book tells the story of the Royal
Shakespeare Company's acclaimed and influential project to transform the teaching of Shakespeare
in schools. It examines their approaches to making his plays more accessible, enjoyable and relevant
to young people, describing the innovative classroom practices that the Company has pioneered and
locating these within a clearly articulated theory of learning. It also provides evidence of their
impact on children and young people's experience of Shakespeare, drawing upon original research
as well as research commissioned by the RSC itself. Authoritative but highly readable, the book is
relevant to anyone with an interest in the teaching of Shakespeare, and in how a major cultural
organisation can have a real impact on the education of young people from a wide range of social
backgrounds. It benefits from interviews with key policy makers and practitioners from within the
RSC, including their legendary voice coach, Cicely Berry, and with internationally renowned figures
such as the writer and academic, Jonathan Bate; the previous artistic director of the RSC, Michael
Boyd; and the celebrated playwright, Tim Crouch.
  shakespeare drama education: Embodied Aesthetics in Drama Education Matthew
DeCoursey, 2018-12-13 If it is a good thing to use drama for education, there must be something
specific about drama that makes it good for the purpose. It has power of some kind: it makes things
meaningful that would otherwise be meaningless, or things memorable that would otherwise be
forgettable. Or perhaps it enables independent thought in an area that would otherwise become
mere rote learning. Many practitioners believe that drama has the power to develop learner
autonomy, or even to give learners power over their lives. In the last twenty years, a widespread
view has developed that this 'something' that creates the benefit of drama is 'aesthetics'. There are
many views of aesthetics, but what unites them is the special significance that art has for our lives.
This book is about the relation between aesthetics and education in the use of drama. Within it,
philosophy appears as the essential connecting discipline between the practice of arts-based
education and our advancing knowledge of the interrelations of cognition, emotion, and
embodiment. Matthew DeCoursey argues that the power of dramatic art is to be found in its bodily,
emotional nature. Drawing on recent work in the aesthetics of theatre, he shows that much of the
power of theatre can be attributed to a specific range of ideas and techniques, notably including
double meaning-making, aesthetic focus and dramatic tension. Finally, the author relates different
forms of drama education to different educational results, holding that the conventional improvised
forms are neither superior nor inferior to scripted theatre, but merely serve different purposes.
Among those educational results discussed are the emancipation sought both by Rancière and by
many practitioners of applied theatre, but also curricular areas, including language education.
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