
sign language taboo expressions
sign language taboo expressions is a fascinating and often overlooked topic within the world of
deaf culture and communication. While most discussions about sign language focus on its linguistic
richness and ability to bridge communication gaps, the presence of taboo signs and expressions
reveals deeper insights into cultural norms, boundaries, and identity. This article explores the nature
and significance of taboo expressions in sign languages, examining how they differ across
communities, their social impact, and the reasons certain signs are considered off-limits or sensitive.
Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of linguistic taboos, historical context, and the
role of taboo expressions in shaping social interactions among signers. Whether you are a linguist,
interpreter, educator, or simply interested in the complexities of sign language, this engaging and
informative article will provide valuable insights. Continue reading to discover how sign language
taboo expressions reflect and challenge cultural values.
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Understanding Taboo Expressions in Sign Language

Taboo expressions in sign language encompass gestures, signs, or phrases that are considered
socially inappropriate, offensive, or sensitive within deaf communities. Similar to spoken languages,
sign languages have developed their own forms of taboo that reflect cultural values, social
boundaries, and group identity. Taboo signs can relate to sexual content, profanity, insults, or topics
deemed private or controversial. Understanding these expressions is essential for interpreters,
educators, and anyone interacting with deaf individuals, as misuse or misunderstanding can lead to
social discomfort or miscommunication. The study of sign language taboo expressions also highlights
the dynamic and evolving nature of visual language, revealing how signers navigate complex social
norms through gesture and facial expression.



Types of Taboo Signs and Expressions

Profanity and Vulgar Signs

Profanity in sign language includes gestures or signs that correspond to curse words or vulgar
language in spoken communication. These expressions often involve exaggerated hand movements,
distinctive facial expressions, or culturally recognized gestures. The use of profane signs can be
highly context-dependent, accepted among close friends but considered disrespectful in formal or
public settings.

Signs for offensive words (e.g., "damn," "hell," "shit")

Gestures representing explicit body parts or actions

Slang signs with negative connotations

Sexual and Body-Related Taboo Signs

Sexual expressions and body-related signs are among the most sensitive taboos in sign languages.
These may refer to sexual acts, private body parts, or intimate relationships. While some signs are
direct, others rely on euphemism or metaphor. The acceptability of such signs varies greatly by age,
culture, and context, with many considered strictly off-limits in educational or family environments.

Insults and Derogatory Expressions

Sign languages possess a rich vocabulary for insults and derogatory expressions, which can target
appearance, intelligence, ethnicity, or other personal characteristics. The use of these signs can lead
to strong emotional reactions and social consequences. Understanding which signs are insult-based
and how they are perceived is crucial for respectful communication.

Cultural and Social Contexts of Taboo Signs

Variation Across Deaf Communities

Taboo expressions are not universal across all sign languages or deaf communities. Regional,
cultural, and generational differences shape how taboo signs are created, used, and interpreted. For
example, American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), and other signed languages
may have unique sets of taboo signs with distinct meanings and levels of offensiveness.



Social Functions of Taboo Signs

Taboo signs serve important social functions, such as expressing strong emotions, reinforcing group
identity, or challenging authority. In some cases, the deliberate use of taboo expressions can foster
solidarity among peers or signal rebellion against social norms. However, inappropriate use may
result in exclusion or criticism from the community.

Influence of Mainstream Culture

Mainstream media, pop culture, and technology have influenced the evolution of taboo expressions
in sign language. New signs emerge as society’s attitudes change, and exposure to global media
often leads to the adoption or adaptation of taboo gestures from other languages. The spread of
online videos and social media has also contributed to the visibility and transformation of taboo
signs.

Historical Evolution of Taboo in Sign Languages

The concept of taboo in sign language has evolved alongside societal changes and the development
of deaf culture. Early sign languages often borrowed taboo gestures from local spoken languages or
adapted them to fit visual communication. Over time, communities established their own boundaries
regarding what was considered inappropriate or sensitive. Influences such as religion, education,
and activism have shaped the definition and use of taboo signs. Historical research reveals that
some signs once considered taboo have become normalized, while others have disappeared or
changed meaning. Understanding the historical context helps explain why certain sign language
expressions are taboo today and how they might evolve in the future.

Impact on Deaf Community and Communication

Social Consequences of Using Taboo Signs

Using taboo expressions in sign language can result in various social consequences, ranging from
laughter among close friends to serious offense in formal settings. The deaf community places a
strong emphasis on respect, and those who frequently use taboo signs in inappropriate contexts may
risk ostracism or damage to their reputation. Interpreters and educators must be particularly
sensitive to the presence of taboo signs, as miscommunication can have significant implications.



Identity and Self-Expression

For some signers, taboo expressions are a means of self-expression or identity affirmation. The use
of such signs may reflect personal values, cultural background, or a desire to challenge social norms.
The negotiation of taboo often reveals underlying tensions within the community regarding
language, power, and inclusion.

Teaching and Learning About Taboo Signs

Challenges in Education

The teaching of sign language typically excludes taboo expressions from formal curricula, focusing
instead on standard vocabulary and grammar. However, educators and interpreters must be aware
of taboo signs to avoid accidental offense or misunderstanding. Teaching about taboo signs involves
a delicate balance between cultural sensitivity and linguistic competence.

Approaches to Discussing Taboo Signs

Some educational programs address taboo signs through workshops, role-play, or discussions about
cultural norms. These approaches help students understand the boundaries of appropriate
communication and prepare them for real-world interactions. The inclusion of taboo signs in
language instruction remains a debated topic, with some advocating for openness and others
cautioning against exposure to offensive content.

List of Common Taboo Sign Language Expressions

While the specific taboo signs vary by region and community, certain categories and examples are
found across many sign languages. Here is a general list of common types of taboo sign language
expressions:

Profanity signs: gestures representing common curse words.1.

Sexual signs: explicit gestures for sexual acts or body parts.2.

Insult signs: derogatory signs targeting intelligence, appearance, or ethnicity.3.

Slang signs: informal or street signs with negative or controversial meanings.4.

Gestures borrowed from mainstream culture that have offensive connotations.5.



It is important to recognize that the meaning, offensiveness, and usage of these signs depend on
context, audience, and cultural background. Proper understanding and respect for sign language
taboo expressions are key to effective and sensitive communication.

Conclusion

The study of sign language taboo expressions offers a window into the social, cultural, and historical
dynamics of deaf communities. Taboo signs reflect shifting attitudes, boundaries, and values,
shaping how signers communicate and interact. By understanding the types, contexts, and impact of
taboo expressions, interpreters, educators, and learners can foster respectful and inclusive
environments. The ongoing evolution of sign language taboo expressions underscores the
importance of cultural awareness and sensitivity in every interaction.

Q: What are sign language taboo expressions?
A: Sign language taboo expressions are signs, gestures, or phrases considered socially
inappropriate, offensive, or sensitive within deaf communities. They often relate to topics such as
profanity, sexual content, insults, or culturally sensitive subjects.

Q: Why do taboo signs exist in sign languages?
A: Taboo signs exist because all languages, including sign languages, reflect the cultural norms and
boundaries of their communities. Taboo expressions help maintain social order, reinforce group
identity, and mark what is considered acceptable or inappropriate.

Q: Are taboo signs universal across all sign languages?
A: No, taboo signs are not universal. They vary significantly between different sign languages and
deaf communities, influenced by cultural, regional, and generational factors.

Q: How do interpreters handle taboo sign language
expressions?
A: Interpreters must be aware of the presence of taboo signs and avoid using them in inappropriate
contexts. They rely on cultural sensitivity, professional judgment, and context to decide when, if
ever, such signs should be used or interpreted.

Q: Can taboo signs change over time?
A: Yes, the meaning and acceptability of taboo signs can change as society and culture evolve. Some
signs may become less offensive, while new taboo expressions may emerge.



Q: Are taboo signs taught in sign language courses?
A: Taboo signs are generally excluded from formal sign language education. However, some
advanced courses or workshops may address taboo signs to prepare students for real-world
interactions and cultural nuances.

Q: What are common types of taboo sign language
expressions?
A: Common types include profanity signs, sexual signs, insult signs, slang signs, and gestures
borrowed from mainstream culture that carry offensive meanings.

Q: How does mainstream culture influence taboo signs in sign
language?
A: Mainstream culture, including media and technology, can introduce new taboo signs or change
the meaning of existing ones. Exposure to global pop culture often leads to the adoption or
adaptation of gestures in deaf communities.

Q: What social consequences can result from using taboo
signs?
A: Using taboo signs inappropriately can lead to social discomfort, offense, or even exclusion within
the deaf community. The consequences depend on context, audience, and the specific sign used.

Q: Why is it important to understand sign language taboo
expressions?
A: Understanding taboo expressions is crucial for respectful communication, cultural competence,
and avoiding misunderstandings. It helps interpreters, educators, and learners navigate complex
social dynamics within deaf communities.
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languages, as well as ones particular to deaf experiences, both in how deaf people relate to hearing
people and how deaf people interact with other deaf people. Attention to these topics can help
linguists understand better the consequences of field method choices and lead them to adopt better
ones. Taboo expressions in American Sign Language are innovative regarding the linguistic
structures they play with. This creativity is evident across the grammar in non-taboo expressions,
but seems to revel in profane ones. When it comes to the syntax, however, certain types of
structures occur in taboo expressions that are all but absent elsewhere, showing grammatical
possibilities that might have gone unnoticed without attention to taboo. Taboo expressions are
innovative, as well, in how they respond to changing culture, where lexical items that are incoherent
with community sensibilities are 'corrected'.
  sign language taboo expressions: The Linguistics of British Sign Language Rachel
Sutton-Spence, Bencie Woll, 1999-03-18 This is the first detailed explanation of the way British Sign
Language works and is the product of many years' experience of research and teaching sign
linguistics to deaf and hearing people. It assumes no previous knowledge of linguistics or sign
language, and is not structured around traditional headings such as phonology, morphology and
syntax. Instead it is set out in such a way as to help learners and their teachers understand the
linguistic principles behind the language. There are sections on BSL grammar and also on the use of
BSL, including social acceptability in signing, variation, and poetry and humour in BSL. Technical
terms and linguistic jargon are kept to a minimum, and the text contains many examples from
English, BSL, and other spoken and sign languages. The book is amply illustrated and contains
exercises, as well as a reading list for further study. An accompanying 90-minute DVD is available
from Talk With Sign Books. To find out more, visit
http://www.talkwithsign.com/linguistics-british-sign-language-p-741.html.
  sign language taboo expressions: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language
Keith Allan, 2019 This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and
describe taboo words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It
examines topics such as impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation
of tabooed words, and the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  sign language taboo expressions: Italian Sign Language from a Cognitive and
Socio-semiotic Perspective Virginia Volterra, Maria Roccaforte, Alessio Di Renzo, Sabina Fontana,
2022-09-01 This volume reveals new insights on the faculty of language. By proposing a new
approach in the analysis and description of Italian Sign Language (LIS), that can be extended also to
other sign languages, this book also enlightens some aspects of spoken languages, which were often
overlooked in the past and only recently have been brought to the fore and described. First, the
study of face-to-face communication leads to a revision of the traditional dichotomy between
linguistic and enacted, to develop a new approach to embodied language (Kendon, 2004). Second, all
structures of language take on a sociolinguistic and pragmatic meaning, as proposed by cognitive
semantics, which considers it impossible to trace a separation between purely linguistic and
extralinguistic knowledge. Finally, if speech from the point of view of its materiality is variable,
fragile, and non-segmentable (i.e. not systematically discrete), also signs are not always segmentable
into discrete, invariable and meaningless units. This then calls into question some of the properties
traditionally associated with human languages in general, notably that of ‘duality of patterning’.
These are only some of the main issues you will find in this volume that has no parallel both in sign
and in spoken languages linguistic research.
  sign language taboo expressions: A Bibliography of Sign Languages, 2008-2017 , 2018-07-17
This concise bibliography on Sign Languages was compiled on the occasion of the 20th International
Congress of Linguists in Cape Town, South Africa, July 2018. The selection of titles is drawn from
the Linguistic Bibliography and gives an overview of scholarship on Sign language over the past 10
years. The introduction is by Myriam Vermeerbergen (KU Leuven & Stellenbosch University) and
Anna-Lena Nilsson (NTNU – Norwegian University of Science and Technology) discusses the most
recent developments in the field. The Linguistic Bibliography is compiled under the editorial



management of Eline van der Veken, René Genis and Anne Aarssen in Leiden, The Netherlands.
Linguistic Bibliography Online is the most comprehensive bibliography for scholarship on languages
and theoretical linguistics available. Updated monthly with a total of more than 20,000 records
annually, it enables users to trace recent publications and provides overviews of older material. For
more information on Linguistic Bibliography and Linguistic Bibliography Online, please visit
brill.com/lbo and linguisticbibliography.com. The e-book version of this bibliography is available in
Open Access on brill.com.
  sign language taboo expressions: Sign Languages of Aboriginal Australia Adam Kendon,
1988 This 1988 book was the first full-length study ever to be published on the subject of sign
language as a means of communication among Australian Aborigines. Based on fieldwork conducted
over a span of nine years, the volume presents a thorough analysis of the structure of sign languages
and their relationship to spoken languages.
  sign language taboo expressions: On looking into words (and beyond) Claire Bowern,
Laurence Horn, Raffaella Zanuttini, 2017-05-18 While linguistic theory is in continual flux as
progress is made in our ability to understand the structure and function of language, one constant
has always been the central role of the word. On looking into words is a wide-ranging volume
spanning current research into word-based morphology, morphosyntax, the phonology-morphology
interface, and related areas of theoretical and empirical linguistics. The 26 papers that constitute
this volume extend morphological and grammatical theory to signed as well as spoken language, to
diachronic as well as synchronic evidence, and to birdsong as well as human language.
  sign language taboo expressions: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie
Woll, 2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.
  sign language taboo expressions: Body - Language - Communication. Volume 2 Cornelia
Müller, Alan Cienki, Ellen Fricke, Silva Ladewig, David McNeill, Sedinha Tessendorf, 2014-10-29
Volume II of the handbook offers a unique collection of exemplary case studies. In five chapters and
99 articles it presents the state of the art on how body movements are used for communication
around the world. Topics include the functions of body movements, their contexts of occurrence,
their forms and meanings, their integration with speech, and how bodily motion can function as
language. By including an interdisciplinary chapter on ‘embodiment’, volume II explores the body
and its role in the grounding of language and communication from one of the most widely discussed
current theoretical perspectives. Volume II of the handbook thus entails the following chapters: VI.
Gestures across cultures, VII. Body movements: functions, contexts and interactions, VIII. Gesture
and language, IX. Embodiment: the body and its role for cognition, emotion, and communication, X.
Sign Language: Visible body movements as language. Authors include: Mats Andrèn, Richard
Asheley, Benjamin Bergen, Ulrike Bohle, Dominique Boutet, Heather Brookes, Penelope Brown,
Kensy Cooperrider, Onno Crasborn, Seana Coulson, James Essegby, Maria Graziano, Marianne
Gullberg, Simon Harrison, Hermann Kappelhoff, Mardi Kidwell, Irene Kimbara, Stefan Kopp,
Grigoriy Kreidlin, Dan Loehr, Irene Mittelberg, Aliyah Morgenstern, Rafael Nuñez, Isabella Poggi,
David Quinto-Pozos, Monica Rector, Pio Enrico Ricci-Bitti, Göran Sonesson, Timo Sowa, Gale Stam,
Eve Sweetser, Mark Tutton, Ipke Wachsmuth, Linda Waugh, Sherman Wilcox.
  sign language taboo expressions: A Concise Introduction to Linguistics Bruce M. Rowe, Diane
P. Levine, 2022-12-30 Now in its sixth edition, A Concise Introduction to Linguistics provides
students with a detailed introduction to the core concepts of language as it relates to culture. The



textbook includes a focus on linguistic anthropology, unpacking the main contributions of linguistics
to the study of human communication and culture. Aimed at the general education student, the
textbook also provides anthropology, linguistics, and English majors with the resources needed to
pursue advanced courses in this area. Written in an accessible manner that does not assume
previous knowledge of linguistics, this new edition contains expanded discussions on linguistic
anthropology, sociolinguistics (including an expanded section on trans and nonbinary language), and
pragmatics. The textbook incorporates a robust set of pedagogical features, including marginal
definitions, a substantial glossary, chapter summaries, and learning exercises. Brand new to this
edition are a full International Phonetic Alphabet chart, new exercises with languages other than
English, and new illustrations.
  sign language taboo expressions: Listening to Subtitles Anna Matamala, Pilar Orero, 2010
This book is the first monographic study on subtitles for the deaf and hard of hearing from a
multidisciplinary perspective, from engineering to philology. The book departs from studies,
analyses, tests, validations, resulting data, and their application from the nation-wide research on
accessibility and usability of subtitles carried out in Spain. Tests and further analysis were carried
out paying attention to users' hearing profiles, the many formal features of subtitles - size, font,
colour, position, etc. -, and the syntax of the subtitle. The book also contains articles which discuss
present and future research on subtitles for the deaf and hard of hearing carried out in Canada and
across Europe: Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Poland, Spain, and UK. It provides an outlook for the
implementation of the European Guidelines on Media Accessibility.
  sign language taboo expressions: Sign Language Brokering in Deaf-Hearing Families Jemina
Napier, 2021-04-15 This book details a study of sign language brokering that is carried out by deaf
and hearing people who grow up using sign language at home with deaf parents, known as heritage
signers. Child language brokering (CLB) is a form of interpreting carried out informally by children,
typically for migrant families. The study of sign language brokering has been largely absent from the
emerging body of CLB literature. The book gives an overview of the international, multi-stage,
mixed-method study employing an online survey, semi-structured interviews and visual methods, to
explore the lived experiences of deaf parents and heritage signers. It will be of interest to
practitioners and academics working with signing deaf communities and those who wish to pursue
professional practice with deaf communities, as well as academics and students in the fields of
Applied Linguistics, Intercultural Communication, Interpreting Studies and the Social Science of
Childhood.
  sign language taboo expressions: Introducing Language and Cognition Michael
Sharwood Smith, 2017-01-11 In this accessible introduction, Mike Sharwood Smith provides a
working model or 'map' of the mind, with language as its centrepiece. Drawing on cutting-edge
research across linguistics, psychology and neuroscience, it allows students to quickly grasp how
each separate aspect of the mind's operations can be related. This 'big picture' view includes the
way the mind makes, stores and loses memories of all kinds as well how its various 'expert systems'
combine and collaborate to solve, typically beyond our conscious awareness, the myriad of tasks we
are faced with every minute and millisecond of our existence. The book also focuses on language,
that is, the mind of monolingual, bilingual and multilingual speakers. It will be of interest to all
students wishing to learn more about the complex relationship between language - one of the most
important ways in which we define ourselves as human - and the mind.
  sign language taboo expressions: Panorama of the Pandemic Simi Malhotra, Ruchi Nagpal,
Steven S George, Sananda Roy, 2025-02-26 This volume provides a multi-nuanced analysis of the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on various aspects of human existence, encompassing societal,
economic, and inter-relational dimensions. It highlights a broad range of artistic and literary
experiences that unfolded as a consequence of the pandemic or speak to that time. The book revisits
pandemic-induced shifts, phenomenologically, including the digitization of art and representations of
creativity, “performance” anxiety, socio-political climate determined by “racial algorithms,” gaming
surges, employment insecurities, mental health issues from a pedagogical materiality, and the



nature of apocalypse through literary reimaginations. It also delves into the global food crisis,
reframing of family structures, and local subjectivities as lived experiences. A unique contribution,
the book will be useful for students and researchers of cultural studies, digital humanities, mass
media, sociology, mental health, psychology, medical anthropology, public health, literature, history
of pandemics and epidemics, and South Asian studies.
  sign language taboo expressions: Approaches to Language and Culture Svenja Völkel, Nico
Nassenstein, 2022-08-22 This book provides an overview of approaches to language and culture, and
it outlines the broad interdisciplinary field of anthropological linguistics and linguistic anthropology.
It identifies current and future directions of research, including language socialization, language
reclamation, speech styles and genres, language ideology, verbal taboo, social indexicality, emotion,
time, and many more. Furthermore, it offers areal perspectives on the study of language in cultural
contexts (namely Africa, the Americas, Australia and Oceania, Mainland Southeast Asia, and
Europe), and it lays the foundation for future developments within the field. In this way, the book
bridges the disciplines of cultural anthropology and linguistics and paves the way for the new book
series Anthropological Linguistics.
  sign language taboo expressions: Communication Myths J. Dan Rothwell, 2025-09-18 Stop
stereotyping. Avoid conflict. Skip small talk. Be open-minded to everyone's opinions. These sound
like good rules for life, but what if they are based on myths that actually prevent us from
communicating effectively and appropriately with each other? In Communication Myths: What We
Know That Isn't So and What We Need to Know, J. Dan Rothwell debunks common misconceptions
about our interactions with others that can easily result in embarrassment, insult, or catastrophe.
These myths come from underappreciating the complexities of communication and relying on bad
information from unqualified and sensationalist sources, especially those peddling misinformation on
social media. With clear insight and a good dose of humor, Rothwell explores how human
communication really works and provides a critical antidote to the damage caused by these
pervasive and pernicious myths. As the only book dedicated extensively and incisively to
communication myths, this guide to interpersonal, group, and organizational communication, plus
public speaking excellence is an invaluable resource for readers of every age, profession, and
background.
  sign language taboo expressions: Sign Languages Diane Brentari, 2010-05-27 What are the
unique characteristics of sign languages that make them so fascinating? What have recent
researchers discovered about them, and what do these findings tell us about human language more
generally? This thematic and geographic overview examines more than forty sign languages from
around the world. It begins by investigating how sign languages have survived and been transmitted
for generations, and then goes on to analyse the common characteristics shared by most sign
languages: for example, how the use of the visual system affects grammatical structures. The final
section describes the phenomena of language variation and change. Drawing on a wide range of
examples, the book explores sign languages both old and young, from British, Italian, Asian and
American to Israeli, Al-Sayyid Bedouin, African and Nicaraguan. Written in a clear, readable style, it
is the essential reference for students and scholars working in sign language studies and deaf
studies.
  sign language taboo expressions: The Anatomy of Polish Offensive Words Łukasz Zarzycki,
2024-01-15 Swearing plays an important role in everyday language. We swear in the streets, at
school, universities, at work and at home, on the means of transport, with family and friends. People
have used swear words for centuries and they will continue to use them. The Anatomy of Polish
Offensive Words examines offensive and vulgar language of young Poles in their everyday life
including its forms, uses, manifestations and the ways in which people censor their words and
sentences. The book presents a novel viewpoint on people’s psyche since we observe how society
reacts to other humans so as to impose taboos by censoring Polish language. This book is the first
book written in English on Polish swearing intended for the international reader (both linguists and
non-linguists) who can benefit from it. It offers an intriguing look into Polish swear words, their



classification in terms of offensiveness both from the perspective of quantitative and qualitative
research but also from the AI (Artificial Intelligence) viewpoint. Mixed methods research, i.e., a
questionnaire-based study and a corpus-based study, makes the research original. The findings
deepen our understanding of swearing and its role in language.
  sign language taboo expressions: What the F Benjamin K. Bergen, 2016-09-13 It may be
starred, beeped, and censored -- yet profanity is so appealing that we can't stop using it. In the
funniest, clearest study to date, Benjamin Bergen explains why, and what that tells us about our
language and brains. Nearly everyone swears-whether it's over a few too many drinks, in reaction to
a stubbed toe, or in flagrante delicto. And yet, we sit idly by as words are banned from television and
censored in books. We insist that people excise profanity from their vocabularies and we punish
children for yelling the very same dirty words that we'll mutter in relief seconds after they fall
asleep. Swearing, it seems, is an intimate part of us that we have decided to selectively deny. That's
a damn shame. Swearing is useful. It can be funny, cathartic, or emotionally arousing. As linguist
and cognitive scientist Benjamin K. Bergen shows us, it also opens a new window onto how our
brains process language and why languages vary around the world and over time. In this
groundbreaking yet ebullient romp through the linguistic muck, Bergen answers intriguing
questions: How can patients left otherwise speechless after a stroke still shout Goddamn! when they
get upset? When did a cock grow to be more than merely a rooster? Why is crap vulgar when poo is
just childish? Do slurs make you treat people differently? Why is the first word that Samoan children
say not mommy but eat shit? And why do we extend a middle finger to flip someone the bird? Smart
as hell and funny as fuck, What the F is mandatory reading for anyone who wants to know how and
why we swear.
  sign language taboo expressions: The Emotional Antecedents and Consequences of Social
Rejection Richard Pond, John Terrizzi, Shanmukh V. Kamble, 2023-10-24 Humans are social animals.
Our need to belong is a cross-cultural human universal. When our desire for social connection is
frustrated, we can suffer from a host of harmful psychological and physiological consequences. As a
result, social rejection can be an extremely aversive experience that can be strategically employed to
inflict harm/punishment (e.g., relational aggression). Social rejection has both emotional
antecedents and consequences. That is, social rejection can be elicited by emotions (e.g., anger,
disgust, etc.) within the rejecter and can evoke emotional reactions within the rejected (e.g., anger,
sadness, etc.). Thus, the role that emotion plays in social rejection is not simple. It is multifaceted.
Negative emotions such as anger and disgust can provoke social rejection and, reciprocally, they can
evoke negative emotions in those who are socially rejected. Positive emotions, however, may act as a
buffer or shield that insulates us from the deleterious consequences of rejection.
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