
rhetorical essay structure guide
rhetorical essay structure guide is your essential resource for mastering the art of rhetorical
analysis writing. This comprehensive article explores the fundamental components that make up an
effective rhetorical essay, including the introduction, thesis statement, body paragraphs, and
conclusion. You'll discover proven strategies for organizing ideas, analyzing rhetorical appeals,
crafting topic sentences, and supporting arguments with evidence. Designed for students, educators,
and writers aiming to improve their analytical writing skills, this guide breaks down complex concepts
into practical steps. Whether you are preparing for a major exam or seeking to refine your essay-
writing process, this guide delivers the clarity and actionable advice needed for success. With a focus
on structure, coherence, and persuasive techniques, you'll gain confidence in producing insightful
rhetorical essays. Continue reading to unlock expert tips and a step-by-step approach that transforms
your writing.
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Understanding the Rhetorical Essay Structure

A rhetorical essay is a detailed analysis of how an author uses language to influence or persuade an
audience. The rhetorical essay structure guide emphasizes the importance of organizing your essay
into clear, logical sections. The standard rhetorical essay format generally consists of an introduction,
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Each part serves a specific purpose and contributes to the overall
effectiveness of the analysis.

Following a structured approach allows you to focus on the rhetorical strategies employed by the
author, such as ethos, pathos, and logos, while maintaining clarity and coherence throughout your



essay. This guide will elaborate on each section, providing actionable techniques for constructing a
compelling rhetorical analysis.

Key Elements of a Rhetorical Essay

The rhetorical essay structure guide identifies several critical components that must be present in
your writing. These elements ensure comprehensive analysis and logical flow. Understanding each
component is essential for crafting a well-organized essay.

Introduction: Presents background, context, and the rhetorical situation.

Thesis Statement: Clearly states the main argument and analytical focus.

Body Paragraphs: Offer in-depth analysis supported by examples and evidence.

Rhetorical Appeals: Discusses the use of ethos, pathos, and logos.

Conclusion: Synthesizes findings and restates the essay's significance.

These elements work together to provide a comprehensive evaluation of the text under analysis,
ensuring that your arguments are both persuasive and well-supported.

Effective Introduction Strategies

The introduction of a rhetorical essay sets the tone and context for the reader. A well-crafted
introduction should provide essential background information about the text, author, and rhetorical
situation. It is also crucial to preview the main points that will be analyzed in the body of the essay.

Setting the Stage for Analysis

Begin by identifying the author, title, and purpose of the text. Briefly describe the intended audience
and any relevant historical or cultural context. This establishes the framework for your analysis and
helps readers understand why the text is significant.

Engaging the Reader

Use a compelling hook or a thought-provoking statement to capture interest. Avoid generic openings;
instead, focus on a specific aspect of the text that highlights its rhetorical power. This approach
demonstrates your understanding of the material and encourages the reader to continue.



Crafting a Strong Thesis Statement

A thesis statement is the backbone of any rhetorical essay. It presents the central argument and
outlines the analytical approach. Your thesis should be concise, specific, and directly related to the
rhetorical strategies used in the text.

Characteristics of an Effective Thesis

Clearly identifies the rhetorical techniques to be analyzed.

States the impact of these techniques on the audience.

Provides a roadmap for the essay's structure.

The thesis statement should appear at the end of the introduction and guide the development of each
body paragraph.

Organizing Body Paragraphs

Body paragraphs are where the bulk of your analysis takes place. The rhetorical essay structure guide
recommends a logical sequence for presenting your arguments, typically one rhetorical strategy per
paragraph.

Structuring Each Paragraph

Each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that introduces the strategy or appeal being
analyzed. Follow with specific examples from the text, explain their significance, and connect them to
the thesis statement.

Maintaining Cohesion and Flow

Use transitional phrases to link ideas between paragraphs.

Maintain a consistent analytical focus throughout the essay.

Refer back to the thesis to reinforce your main argument.

This organized approach ensures that your essay remains clear and persuasive from start to finish.



Analyzing Rhetorical Appeals

A critical aspect of the rhetorical essay structure guide is the analysis of rhetorical appeals. Authors
use ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic) to persuade their audience. Identifying and
evaluating these appeals is central to a successful rhetorical analysis.

Ethos, Pathos, and Logos Explained

Ethos: Examines the author's credibility and authority.

Pathos: Looks at emotional language and imagery.

Logos: Analyzes logical arguments and evidence.

Discuss how each appeal is constructed and its effect on the audience. Use textual evidence to
support your analysis.

Developing Topic Sentences and Supporting Evidence

Strong topic sentences and well-chosen evidence are vital for effective body paragraphs. Topic
sentences should clearly relate to the thesis and indicate the focus of the paragraph.

Providing Relevant Evidence

Support each point with direct quotations, paraphrased examples, or references to specific passages.
Explain how the evidence illustrates the rhetorical strategy and contributes to the author's overall
purpose.

Balancing Analysis and Evidence

Avoid over-quoting; integrate evidence smoothly.

Always explain the significance of each example.

Ensure evidence is relevant and strengthens your analysis.

This approach demonstrates critical thinking and reinforces the strength of your arguments.



Writing a Cohesive Conclusion

The conclusion summarizes your analysis and reinforces the essay's main points. It should restate the
thesis in light of the evidence presented and highlight the significance of the rhetorical strategies
discussed.

Strategies for an Impactful Ending

Briefly review the major findings of your analysis.

Emphasize the overall effectiveness of the author's rhetoric.

Suggest broader implications or relevance of the text.

A cohesive conclusion leaves a lasting impression and underscores your analytical insights.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

The rhetorical essay structure guide warns against several common pitfalls. Avoiding these mistakes
can greatly improve the quality and clarity of your essay.

Frequent Errors

Failing to organize ideas logically.1.

Overusing summary instead of analysis.2.

Neglecting to identify and discuss rhetorical appeals.3.

Weak or unclear thesis statements.4.

Insufficient evidence to support analysis.5.

Careful planning, thorough analysis, and consistent use of evidence are essential for avoiding these
issues.

Expert Tips for Rhetorical Essay Success

To excel in rhetorical analysis writing, the rhetorical essay structure guide recommends several
expert strategies. These tips can help elevate your essays and ensure a polished final product.



Proven Strategies

Read the text several times to grasp deeper rhetorical nuances.

Annotate the text to identify rhetorical devices and appeals.

Outline your essay before writing to ensure logical flow.

Edit for clarity, coherence, and conciseness.

Use varied sentence structures to maintain reader interest.

Applying these tips will enhance both the quality and impact of your rhetorical essays.

Trending Questions and Answers: Rhetorical Essay
Structure Guide

Q: What is the basic structure of a rhetorical essay?
A: The basic structure of a rhetorical essay includes an introduction, a thesis statement, several body
paragraphs analyzing rhetorical strategies, and a conclusion summarizing the analysis.

Q: How do you write an effective thesis for a rhetorical
analysis essay?
A: An effective thesis for a rhetorical analysis essay clearly states the rhetorical strategies being
analyzed and explains their impact on the audience, providing a roadmap for your essay.

Q: What are the three main rhetorical appeals?
A: The three main rhetorical appeals are ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic).

Q: Why is organization important in a rhetorical essay?
A: Organization is crucial because it helps present arguments logically, makes analysis clear, and
ensures that each point supports the overall thesis.

Q: What common mistakes should be avoided in a rhetorical



essay?
A: Common mistakes include summarizing instead of analyzing, weak thesis statements, lack of
evidence, and failing to discuss rhetorical appeals.

Q: How should evidence be used in a rhetorical analysis
essay?
A: Evidence should be integrated smoothly, directly support analysis, and always be explained in
terms of how it illustrates the author’s rhetorical strategy.

Q: What is the role of the conclusion in a rhetorical essay?
A: The conclusion synthesizes the analysis, restates the thesis, and highlights the significance of the
rhetorical strategies discussed.

Q: How can students improve their rhetorical essay writing?
A: Students can improve by outlining essays before writing, annotating texts for rhetorical devices,
and editing for clarity and coherence.

Q: Why is it important to analyze rhetorical appeals?
A: Analyzing rhetorical appeals is important because it reveals how the author persuades the
audience and strengthens the analytical focus of the essay.

Q: What makes a topic sentence effective in a rhetorical
essay?
A: An effective topic sentence introduces the rhetorical strategy to be analyzed, relates directly to the
thesis, and guides the paragraph’s focus.
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cognitive phenomenon in the L2 writing of students in foreign language learning environments. It
investigates L1-to-L2 rhetorical transfer from a cognitive perspective and examines a specific
component of L2 writers’ agency in this transfer, namely metacognition. The book’s ultimate goal is
to enhance our understanding of the cognitive mechanism of rhetorical transfer across languages.
This goal is in turn connected to the need to determine how L1 rhetorical knowledge can be steered
and oriented toward successful L2 writing. To this end, this book proposes a theoretical framework
for transfer studies, encompassing the dimensions of text, transfer agency, and L2 essay raters. It
facilitates an in-depth exploration of the intricacies involved in L1-to-L2 rhetorical transfer. It then
presents empirical studies on this transfer. Embracing a dynamic perspective, this book furthers our
understanding of interlingual rhetorical transfer as a conscious or intuitive process for making
meaning, one that can be monitored and steered. Moreover, it discusses the pedagogical
implications for L2 writing instruction that guides students to use metacognition to transfer L1
rhetorical knowledge during L2 writing.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Handbook of Research on Assessment Literacy and
Teacher-Made Testing in the Language Classroom White, Eddy, Delaney, Thomas, 2018-11-23
The evaluation of student performance and knowledge is a critical element of an educator’s job as
well as an essential step in the learning process for students. The quality and effectiveness of the
evaluations given by educators are impacted by their ability to create and use reliable and valuable
evaluations to facilitate and communicate student learning. The Handbook of Research on
Assessment Literacy and Teacher-Made Testing in the Language Classroom is an essential reference
source that discusses effective language assessment and educator roles in evaluation design.
Featuring research on topics such as course learning outcomes, learning analytics, and teacher
collaboration, this book is ideally designed for educators, administrative officials, linguists,
academicians, researchers, and education students seeking coverage on an educator’s role in
evaluation design and analyses of evaluation methods and outcomes.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: The Routledge Handbook of English Language
Education in Bangladesh Shaila Sultana, M. Moninoor Roshid, Md. Zulfeqar Haider, Mian Md.
Naushaad Kabir, Mahmud Hasan Khan, 2020-12-17 This Handbook is a comprehensive overview of
English language education in Bangladesh. Presenting descriptive, theoretical, and empirical
chapters as well as case studies, this Handbook, on the one hand, provides a comprehensive view of
the English language teaching and learning scenario in Bangladesh, and on the other hand comes up
with suggestions for possible decolonisation and de-eliticisation of English in Bangladesh. The
Handbook explores a wide range of diverse endogenous and exogenous topics, all related to English
language teaching and learning in Bangladesh, and acquaints readers with different perspectives,
operating from the macro to the micro levels. The theoretical frameworks used are drawn from
applied linguistics, education, sociology, political science, critical geography, cultural studies,
psychology, and economics. The chapters examine how much generalisability the theories have for
the context of Bangladesh and how the empirical data can be interpreted through different
theoretical lenses. There are six sections in the Handbook covering different dynamics of English
language education practices in Bangladesh, from history, policy and practice to assessment,
pedagogy and identity. It is an invaluable reference source for students, researchers, and policy
makers interested in English language, ELT, TESOL, and applied linguistics.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Teaching ESL Composition Dana R. Ferris, John Hedgcock,
John S. Hedgcock, 2004-09-15 Presents pedagogical approaches to the teaching of ESL composition
in the framework of current theoretical perspectives on second language writing processes,
practises and writers.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Writing Elena L. Grigorenko, Elisa Mambrino, David D.
Preiss, 2012-05-04 This book captures the diversity and richness of writing as it relates to different
forms of abilities, skills, competencies, and expertise. Psychologists, educators, researchers, and
practitioners in neighboring areas are interested in exploring how writing develops and in what
manner this development can be fostered, but they lack a handy, unified, and comprehensive source



of information to satisfy their interest. The goal of this book is to fill this void by reflecting on the
phenomenon of writing from a developmental perspective. It contains an integrated set of chapters
devoted to issues of writing: how writing develops, how it is and should be taught and how writing
paths of development differ across writing genres. Specifically, the book addresses typologies of
writing; pathways of the development of writing skills; stages of the development of writing;
individual differences in the acquisition of writing skills; writing ability and disability; teaching
writing; and the development and demonstration of expertise in writing.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: A Synthesis of Research on Second Language Writing
in English Ilona Leki, Alister Cumming, Tony Silva, 2010-04-15 Synthesizing twenty-five years of
the most significant and influential findings of published research on second language writing in
English, this volume promotes understanding and provides access to research developments in the
field. It is an essential reference tool for libraries and for serious writing professionals, both
researchers and practitioners, both L1 and L2.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Reconnecting Reading and Writing Alice S. Horning,
Elizabeth W. Kraemer, 2013-09-06 Reconnecting Reading and Writing explores the ways in which
reading can and should have a strong role in the teaching of writing in college. Reconnecting
Reading and Writing draws on broad perspectives from history and international work to show how
and why reading should be reunited with writing in college and high school classrooms. It presents
an overview of relevant research on reading and how it can best be used to support and enhance
writing instruction.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: 40 Critical Techniques in Essay Writing in 7 Minutes
Each Nietsnie Trebla, 40 Critical Techniques in Essay Writing in 7 Minutes Each Unlock the secrets
to effective essay writing with 40 Critical Techniques in Essay Writing in 7 Minutes Each. This
concise and practical guide offers students, educators, and aspiring writers a collection of essential
skills designed to enhance their writing process and improve their grades. Each of the 40 techniques
is presented in a quick, digestible format, allowing readers to grasp critical concepts and
immediately apply them to their work. Book Features: Understanding the Essay Prompt: Master the
art of comprehension and ensure you're answering the right questions. Crafting a Strong Thesis
Statement: Learn to develop a clear and concise argument that serves as the backbone of your
essay. Developing a Clear Outline: Organize your thoughts effectively to guide your writing process.
The Importance of Research: Discover how to gather and synthesize information to support your
arguments. Integrating Quotations and Evidence: Enhance your credibility by seamlessly
incorporating sources. Writing a Compelling Introduction: Capture your reader’s attention from the
first line. Structuring Body Paragraphs: Build strong, coherent arguments that flow logically. Using
Transition Sentences Effectively: Connect your ideas smoothly to improve readability. Crafting a
Powerful Conclusion: Leave a lasting impression with a conclusion that reinforces your main points.
The Role of Tone and Style: Find your unique voice while adapting to your audience’s expectations.
Avoiding Common Logical Fallacies: Strengthen your arguments by recognizing and steering clear of
faulty reasoning. Refining Your Language and Vocabulary: Elevate your writing with precise word
choices and varied phrasing. The Art of Persuasion: Learn techniques to convincingly convey your
perspective. Implementing Counterarguments: Strengthen your argument by addressing opposing
views thoughtfully. The Importance of Revision: Understand the value of reviewing and refining your
drafts. Proofreading for Grammar and Syntax: Catch errors that could detract from your message.
Citing Sources Correctly: Avoid plagiarism while giving credit to original authors and research.
Understanding Different Essay Types: Navigate the specific expectations of various essay formats.
The Power of Personal Anecdotes: Engage your readers with relatable stories. Building a Cohesive
Argument: Weave your points together into a robust and persuasive narrative. Using Parallel
Structure: Increase clarity and rhythm in your writing. Recognizing Audience and Purpose: Tailor
your writing to meet the needs of your readers. Balancing Emotion and Logic: Appeal to both hearts
and minds in your writing. Effective Use of Humor: Lighten the mood and engage your audience
with wit. Engaging with Counterpoints: Show depth in your understanding by addressing alternative



perspectives. Writing with Clarity and Precision: Eliminate ambiguity and confusion in your
communication. The Role of Visual Aids: Enhance comprehension and retention with effective
visuals. Maintaining Consistency in Style: Ensure a polished and professional presentation
throughout your essay. Avoiding Plagiarism: Understand the ethics of writing and how to credit
sources properly. Emphasizing Key Points: Highlight your most critical arguments for maximum
impact. Learning from Feedback: Use critiques to foster growth and improvement in your writing.
Incorporating Statistical Evidence: Add authority to your arguments with relevant data. The
Function of a Strong Topic Sentence: Start each paragraph powerfully to guide your readers.
Exploring Creative Formats: Experiment with various styles to enhance engagement. The Impact of
Punctuation on Meaning: Discover how punctuation choices can alter interpretations. Writing for
Different Disciplines: Adapt your writing techniques to suit specific academic fields. Addressing
Opposing Views Respectfully: Cultivate a fair discussion by engaging with differing opinions.
Developing Your Unique Voice: Stand out as a writer by embracing your individuality. The
Importance of Timing: Understand the significance of deadlines and planning your writing schedule.
Finalizing Your Essay for Submission: Learn the last-minute checks to polish your final draft.
Whether you’re cramming for a last-minute assignment or seeking to improve your overall
essay-writing skills, this book is your go-to resource for mastering the art of essay writing quickly
and efficiently. Each chapter is designed for easy understanding, enabling you to learn and apply
vital techniques in just seven minutes! Embark on your journey to becoming a confident essay writer
with 40 Critical Techniques in Essay Writing in 7 Minutes Each!
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Resources in Education , 1997
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Introduction to Classical Legal Rhetoric Michael H.
Frost, 2017-03-02 Lawyers, law students and their teachers all too frequently overlook the most
comprehensive, adaptable and practical analysis of legal discourse ever devised: the classical art of
rhetoric. Classical analysis of legal reasoning, methods and strategy is the foundation and source for
most modern theories on the topic. Beginning with Aristotle's Rhetoric and culminating with Cicero's
De Oratore and Quintilian's Institutio Oratoria, Greek and Roman rhetoricians created a clear,
experience-based theoretical framework for analyzing legal discourse. This book is the first to
systematically examine the connections between classical rhetoric and modern legal discourse. It
traces the history of legal rhetoric from the classical period to the present day and shows how
modern theorists have unknowingly benefited from the classical works. It also applies classical
rhetorical principles to modern appellate briefs and judicial opinions to demonstrate how a greater
familiarity with the classical sources can deepen our understanding of legal reasoning.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Australian National Bibliography , 1978
  rhetorical essay structure guide: In the Poets’ Footsteps Giovanni Capecchi, 2021-11-29
This book comprehensively explores the space of literary tourism and how literature can introduce,
promote, and contribute to the awareness of cultural landmarks. Aimed not only at literature
enthusiasts, but also at those who love to travel along less beaten paths, In the Poets’ Footsteps:
Literature, Tourism, and Promotion tells the story of literary tourism between the beginning of the
1800s and today. Giovanni Capecchi surveys the methods most used today, namely printed and
online literary guides, that offer a wide panorama of writers' homes and evaluates literary festivals
as events capable of giving cultural and economic opportunities to the territories that host them.
Rich in examples and case studies, capable of linking literature and economics, the book is itself a
journey: a trip to real or imaginary locations, in the footsteps of poets, to discover places that have
hosted and inspired great writers. After its success in Italy, where the second edition is about to be
published, this book is now being released simultaneously in English and in Spanish.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: International Perspectives on Creative Writing in Second
Language Education Bee Chamcharatsri, Atsushi Iida, 2022-02-10 This volume explores the
instructional use of creative writing in secondary and post-secondary contexts to enhance students’
language proficiency and expression in English as a second or foreign language (ESL/EFL). Offering
a diverse range of perspectives from scholars and practitioners involved in English language



teaching (ELT) globally, International Perspectives on Creative Writing in Second Language
Education tackles foundational questions around why fiction and creative writing have been
traditionally omitted from ESL and EFL curricula. By drawing on empirical research and first-hand
experience, contributors showcase a range of creative genres including autobiography,
scriptwriting, poetry, and e-Portfolios, and provide new insight into the benefits of second language
creative writing for learners’ language proficiency, emotional expression, and identity development.
The volume makes a unique contribution to the field of second language writing by highlighting the
breadth of second language users throughout the world, and foregrounding links between identity,
learning, and ESL/EFL writing. This insightful volume will be of particular interest to postgraduate
students, researchers, and academics in the fields of ESL/EFL learning, composition studies, and
second language acquisition (SLA). Those with a focus on the use of creative writing in classrooms
more broadly, will also find the book of interest.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Assessing the English Language Writing of Chinese
Learners of English Liz Hamp-Lyons, Yan Jin, 2022-05-24 This book focuses on the assessment of
English language writing in China mainland, the territories of Hong Kong and Macau, and Taiwan.
The first part of the book describes how writing in English has been assessed in Chinese contexts in
the past 25 years, and how it continues to be assessed at present. The second part of the book
presents reports of work such as formative classroom-based assessment, feedback-based or
feedback-led approaches, learning-oriented assessment, portfolios, as well as the important issue of
teacher professional development in writing assessment. This two-part division relates to and
reflects what has been happening in writing assessment internationally, in the UK from the 1940s,
and in the US in the past 25 years. The use of English for international business communication, for
international political negotiations and its rapidly increasing use as a medium of instruction in some
subject areas has led to a rapid increase in the numbers of Chinese L1 speakers who are learning
and being assessed in English. This is often done with an emphasis on reading and writing. The vast
majority of assessments of English language writing are done through large-scale direct testing that
uses simple prompts/tasks and short writing samples. This book explores best practices in assessing
the writing in English of native speakers of Chinese. Assessing the English Language Writing of
Chinese Learners of English edited by long-time experts Liz Hamp-Lyons and Yan Jin clearly
demonstrates the authors’ collective years of writing and teaching about writing assessment. The
book’s 13 chapters, written by recognized experts in assessment of Chinese speakers learning
English, represent a wide array of important topics written in reader friendly language and offering
evidence for pedagogical practices as well as high-stakes testing of writing. Teachers, researchers,
administrators of writing programs in China, and test developers who seek counsel about this
population need look no further than to add Assessing the English Language Writing of Chinese
Learners of English to their reading list. Deborah Crusan, Wright State University, USA
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Writing, Reading, and Understanding in Modern Health
Sciences Milos Jenicek, 2017-07-27 Medical articles are one of the main vehicles of knowledge
translation and evidence communication in the health sciences. Their correct structure and style
alone are no longer enough to convey a clear understanding of the intended message. Readers must
be able to understand the very essence of the article message. That is the purpose of this book.W
  rhetorical essay structure guide: The Literary World , 1890
  rhetorical essay structure guide: WPA, Writing Program Administration , 1994
  rhetorical essay structure guide: What is the New Rhetoric? Susan E. Thomas, 2009-03-26
The Age of Information has spawned a critical focus on human communication in a multimedia
world, particularly on theories and practices of writing. With the worldwide web impacting
increasingly on academic and business communication, the need has never been greater for
advanced study in writing, communication, and critical thinking across all genres, sectors, and
cultures. In recent decades, the definitions of 'new rhetoric' have expanded to encompass a variety
of theories and movements, raising the question of how rhetoric is understood and employed in the
twenty-first century. The essays collected here represent variations on these themes, with each



attempting to answer the title?s deliberately provocative question, addressing particularly: -How the
classical art of rhetoric is still relevant today; -How it is directly related to modern technologies and
the new modes of communication they have generated; -How rhetorical practice is informing
research methodologies and teaching and learning practices in the contemporary academy.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Teaching and Learning English Literature Ellie
Chambers, Marshall Gregory, 2006-03-29 Teaching and Learning English Literature presents a
comprehensive overview of teaching English Literature from setting teaching goals and syllabus
planning, through to a range of student assessment strategies and methods of course evaluation and
improvement. A range of teaching methods are explored, from the traditional classroom, to newer
collaborative work and uses of electronic technologies.
  rhetorical essay structure guide: Writing Matters Andrea A. Lunsford, 2011-08-15 Anyone
who laments the demise of print text would find a sympathetic listener in Andrea A. Lunsford.
Anyone who bemoans the lack of respect for blogs, graphic novels, and other new media would find
her no less understanding. Lunsford is at home in both camps because she sees beyond writing's
ever-changing forms to the constancy of its power to make space for human agency—or to radically
limit such agency. Lunsford is a celebrated scholar of rhetoric and composition, and many
undergraduates taking courses in those subjects have used her textbooks. Here she helps us see that
writing is not just a mode of communication, persuasion, and expression, but a web of meanings and
practices that shape our lives. Lunsford tells how she gained a new respect for our digital culture's
three v's—vocal, visual, verbal—while helping design and teach a course in multimedia writing. On
the importance of having a linguistically pluralistic society, Lunsford draws links between such
varied topics as the English Only movement, language extinction, Ebonics, and the text messaging
shorthand l33t. Lunsford has seen how words, writing, and language enforce unfair power
relationships in the academy. Most classroom settings, she writes, are authority based and stress
individualism, ranking, hierarchy, and therefore—we have belatedly come to understand—exclusion.
Concerned about the paucity—still—of tenured women and minority faculty, she urges schools to
revisit admission and retention practices. These are tough and divisive problems, Lunsford
acknowledges. Yet if we can see that writing has the power to help prolong or solve them—that
writing matters—then we have a common ground.
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