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psychology paper apa is a topic that every psychology student and researcher encounters throughout their
academic journey. Properly formatting a psychology paper in APA style is essential for clarity, credibility, and
academic success. This article provides a comprehensive guide on how to write, structure, and format a
psychology paper according to APA guidelines. Readers will discover the importance of APA style, step-by-
step instructions for formatting, tips for organizing research, and common mistakes to avoid. Whether you are
writing a research report, literature review, or case study, mastering APA style will elevate your paper’s
professionalism. This guide emphasizes best practices, offers actionable advice, and ensures you’re equipped to
meet academic standards with confidence.
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Understanding the Importance of APA Format in Psychology

APA (American Psychological Association) style is the most widely used formatting standard for
psychology papers. Adhering to APA guidelines ensures uniformity and consistency across academic writing in
the social sciences. This not only enhances the readability of research but also upholds ethical standards for
citing sources and avoiding plagiarism. Psychology paper APA format allows readers to understand the
structure and flow of your argument, making it easier to evaluate and replicate studies. Additionally,
following APA standards demonstrates professionalism and attention to detail, which are highly valued in
academic and research settings.

The use of APA style is mandated by educational institutions, publishers, and professional organizations
within psychology. By mastering psychology paper APA formatting, students and researchers uphold the
integrity and credibility of their work, promoting clear communication within the scientific community.

Essential Elements of a Psychology Paper APA

A well-structured psychology paper in APA format includes several key elements. Each section serves a
specific purpose and follows a standardized layout. Understanding these components is crucial for producing a
comprehensive and credible paper.



Title Page

The title page is the first impression of your psychology paper APA. It contains essential information such as
the paper’s title, author’s name, institutional affiliation, course, instructor, and date. The title should be
concise, descriptive, and reflective of the paper’s main focus.

Abstract

The abstract provides a brief summary of your research, highlighting the main objectives, methods, results, and
conclusions. Typically, an abstract for a psychology paper in APA style should be between 150-250 words
and placed on a separate page after the title page.

Main Body

The main body of your psychology paper APA is divided into sections such as Introduction, Method, Results,
and Discussion (IMRaD structure). Each section is clearly labeled and follows a logical order to facilitate
understanding.

References

The references section lists all sources cited throughout the paper. Proper citation in APA format
acknowledges the original authors and allows readers to locate the sources for further study.

Structuring Your Psychology Paper in APA Style

A psychology paper APA follows a distinct structure that enhances readability and organization. Each
section has a specific role in communicating your research findings.

Introduction

The introduction sets the context for your research, introduces the topic, and states the research question
or hypothesis. It also reviews relevant literature, establishing the rationale for your study.

Method

The method section details how the research was conducted. It includes information about participants,
materials, procedures, and data analysis techniques. Clarity and detail are crucial for replicability.

Results

In the results section, present your findings using descriptive and inferential statistics. Tables and figures may
be used to illustrate key data points, ensuring all results are reported objectively.



Discussion

The discussion interprets the results, explains their implications, and connects them to previous research. It
also addresses limitations, suggests future research, and concludes the study.

Introduction: Outlines background and research question

Method: Explains research design and procedures

Results: Presents findings with supporting data

Discussion: Interprets results and outlines significance

References: Lists all cited sources

Formatting Guidelines for APA Psychology Papers

Proper formatting is a fundamental aspect of APA style. Attention to detail in formatting ensures your
psychology paper APA meets academic standards and is easy to read.

General Formatting Rules

APA style requires uniformity in font, spacing, margins, and page layout. The standard font is 12-point Times
New Roman, with double spacing throughout the entire document. Margins should be set to 1 inch on all sides,
and each page should include a running head and page number.

Headings and Subheadings

Headings organize content and guide the reader through each section. APA uses five levels of headings, with
specific formatting for each. Consistent use of headings enhances the structure and flow of your paper.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations are used to credit sources within the body of the paper. The author-date citation system is
standard in APA style, featuring the author’s last name and year of publication in parentheses.

Reference List

The reference list appears at the end of the paper and includes full details for all cited sources. Each entry
follows a specific format, with authors’ names, publication year, title, and source information.



Writing and Citing Sources in APA Style

Accurate writing and proper citation are essential for a psychology paper APA. These practices uphold
academic integrity and allow readers to verify your sources.

Paraphrasing and Quoting

When discussing previous research, you may paraphrase or directly quote other authors. Paraphrasing
involves expressing ideas in your own words, while direct quotes should be used sparingly and always
accompanied by an in-text citation.

Formatting Citations

APA citations include the author’s last name and publication year. For direct quotes, add the page number as
well. Multiple authors are listed according to APA rules, and group authors are cited by organization name.

Reference List Entries

References must be accurate and complete. Journal articles, books, and web sources each have specific formats.
Consistency in reference formatting is vital for a professional psychology paper APA.

Tips for Editing and Proofreading an APA Psychology Paper

Editing and proofreading are crucial steps in preparing a high-quality psychology paper APA. Careful review
ensures clarity, accuracy, and adherence to APA standards.

Check for consistency in font, spacing, and margins

Review headings and subheadings for proper formatting

Verify all in-text citations and reference entries

Ensure tables and figures are correctly labeled and referenced

Read aloud to catch grammar and punctuation errors

Utilizing editing tools or peer review can help identify overlooked mistakes and enhance the overall quality of
your paper.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Psychology Paper APA

Several common errors can undermine the professionalism of a psychology paper APA. Being aware of these



pitfalls helps maintain academic standards and improves your writing.

Incorrect Citation Format

Improperly formatted in-text citations and reference lists are frequent mistakes. Always cross-check your
citations against the latest APA guidelines.

Inconsistent Formatting

Inconsistencies in headings, spacing, or font type disrupt the flow and readability of your paper. Maintain a
checklist to ensure uniformity throughout the document.

Poor Organization

A disorganized structure makes it difficult for readers to follow your argument. Use clear headings and
logical transitions for coherence.

Neglecting the Abstract or Title Page

Overlooking required sections like the abstract or title page can result in point deductions. Ensure all
essential elements are included and formatted correctly.

Final Checklist Before Submission

Before submitting your psychology paper APA, review this checklist to ensure all requirements are met:

Title page is complete and properly formatted1.

Abstract summarizes the main points clearly2.

Main body follows the IMRaD structure3.

All sources are cited in-text and in the reference list4.

Formatting adheres to APA guidelines5.

Paper is free of grammatical and typographical errors6.

Tables and figures are correctly labeled7.

Page numbers and running head are included8.

Following this checklist helps ensure your psychology paper APA meets academic expectations and is ready for
evaluation or publication.



Questions and Answers About Psychology Paper APA

Q: What is the purpose of using APA style in psychology papers?
A: APA style provides a standardized format for writing and citing sources in psychology, ensuring clarity,
consistency, and credibility in academic and professional writing.

Q: What sections are required in a psychology paper APA format?
A: Most psychology papers in APA format include a title page, abstract, introduction, method, results,
discussion, and references.

Q: How do I format in-text citations in APA style?
A: In-text citations in APA style include the author’s last name and publication year, for example: (Smith,
2020). For direct quotes, include the page number: (Smith, 2020, p. 15).

Q: What font and spacing should I use for my psychology paper in APA
format?
A: Use 12-point Times New Roman font with double spacing throughout the entire document, including the
reference list.

Q: How long should the abstract be in a psychology paper APA?
A: The abstract should be between 150-250 words and provide a concise summary of the paper’s purpose,
methods, results, and conclusions.

Q: What are common mistakes students make in psychology papers using
APA format?
A: Common mistakes include improper citation formatting, inconsistent headings, missing sections like the
abstract, and formatting errors such as incorrect page numbers or margins.

Q: How should references be listed in APA format?
A: References should be listed alphabetically by the author’s last name, with a hanging indent, and include all
required publication details according to APA guidelines.

Q: Can I use first-person language in an APA psychology paper?
A: First-person language is acceptable in some sections, such as the method and discussion, but should be used
sparingly and appropriately according to APA recommendations.

Q: Are tables and figures required in all psychology papers APA?
A: Tables and figures are not required in all papers but are helpful for presenting complex data. When used,



they must be formatted and labeled according to APA standards.

Q: Where can I find the most recent APA guidelines for psychology papers?
A: The most recent APA guidelines can be found in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association, 7th Edition, which is widely available in print and online.
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  psychology paper apa: A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology Dana S. Dunn, 2024-03-25
Tailored for all levels, this updated classic equips psychology students with the tools needed to
clearly articulate complex ideas, navigate the nuances of APA style, and succeed in academic and
professional endeavors. Whether drafting a first research paper or preparing for publication, this
guide is an indispensable companion on the journey to mastering psychological communication. New
to the fourth edition: • Integration of APA 7th edition style updates • Expanded reference materials,
including the latest in citation practices for websites and other online resources • Enhanced advice
on using gender-neutral language and writing inclusively about sexual orientation • Annotated
student paper examples following the updated APA format • New exercises at the end of chapters to
refine and test writing skills • Updated list of psychology journals
  psychology paper apa: A Research Guide to Psychology Deborah Dolan, 2018-06-08 This
authoritative research guide uses a problem-solving approach to presenting print and electronic
resources. Coverage includes: Definition and deep background sources Specialized dictionaries,
encyclopedias, and handbooksCurrent research - Journal Articles and Annual ReviewsTests and
MeasuresBibliographiesU.S. Government ResourcesBiographical ResourcesDirectories and
OrganizationsStyle GuidesDiagnostic MeasuresCareer Path and Educational ResourcesBook
ReviewsMajor Museums and Archives
  psychology paper apa: Psychology Research Methods Wendy Heath, 2024-11-18 The second
edition of Psychology Research Methods: How to Think About and Write About Research by Wendy
Heath engages students with compelling studies relevant to students’ lives, but in a research
methods context. By looking underneath the conclusions of these studies to determine which
methods they use, students discover the relevance and importance of research methods. Heath also
focuses on writing about research methods by presenting examples from across psychology
literature as well as writing exercises at the end of each chapter. These features help students
complete their research papers with confidence while gaining a greater understanding of research
methods through writing. Coverage of descriptive, experimental, quasi-experimental, small-N
design, and qualitative methods in psychology give students a broad overview of all methods in this
clear text.
  psychology paper apa: The Psychology Major′s Handbook Tara L. Kuther, 2019-03-05 The
Psychology Major’s Handbook offers students a wealth of practical information to succeed
throughout their college journey—from choosing a major and learning how to study to writing
papers and deciding what to do after graduation. Drawing on over 20 years of experiences,
questions, ideas, and enthusiasm from working with students, best-selling author Tara L. Kuther
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covers topics relevant to all learners regardless of major, such as developing an active learning
style, honing study skills, and becoming more self-aware. The handbook also addresses the specific
needs of psychology students with guidance on the process of writing terms papers, how to read
articles, and how to write APA-Style empirical reports. Thoroughly revised, the Fifth Edition
emphasizes psychological literacy and pays particular attention to the role of technology and social
media in students′ lives.
  psychology paper apa: The Process of Research in Psychology Dawn M. McBride,
2019-01-02 The Process of Research in Psychology employs the pedagogical approach of spaced
repetition to present a student-friendly introduction to conducting research in psychology. Drawing
on more than 17 years of teaching experience, best-selling author Dawn M. McBride covers topics
with step-by-step explanations to help students understand the full process of designing, conducting,
and presenting a research study. Early chapters introduce important concepts for developing
research ideas, subject sampling, ethics, and data collection; more detailed coverage of these topics
is included in More About chapters to provide instructors with flexibility in their teaching. Concepts
and skills relevant to more than one stage of the research process are covered in multiple contexts,
providing repeated exposure to the topics students often struggle with but that are the most
important in gaining research skills.
  psychology paper apa: Effective Writing in Psychology Bernard C. Beins, Agatha M. Beins,
2011-09-23 This book helps students, writers and speakers at all levels refine their communication
skills by guiding them at every stage of the process. Focuses on principles of good writing and
writing in APA style Offers tips on internet publishing, poster presentations, and making
presentations to Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) Highlights methods for selecting a research
topic, organizing papers and communicating statistics in an accessible way
  psychology paper apa: Handbook of Psychology, History of Psychology , 2012-10-16
Psychology is of interest to academics from many fields, as well as to the thousands of academic and
clinical psychologists and general public who can't help but be interested in learning more about
why humans think and behave as they do. This award-winning twelve-volume reference covers every
aspect of the ever-fascinating discipline of psychology and represents the most current knowledge in
the field. This ten-year revision now covers discoveries based in neuroscience, clinical psychology's
new interest in evidence-based practice and mindfulness, and new findings in social, developmental,
and forensic psychology.
  psychology paper apa: Research Methods in Psychology Paul G. Nestor, Russell K. Schutt,
2018-10-05 The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Research Methods in Psychology: Investigating
Human Behavior draws on fascinating stories to illustrate the entire research process within a
unifying conceptual framework. Bestselling authors Paul G. Nestor and Russell K. Schutt present a
clear and comprehensive introduction to the logic and techniques of research methods in psychology
by employing a unique combination of two distinct yet complementary pedagogical techniques. First,
chapters designed for experiential, hands-on studies put the student in the roles of researcher,
participant, and consumer to bring concepts to life. Second, the findings of cognitive science guide
the text in a way that is most conducive to learning. This novel approach serves as an effective way
to make the world of psychological research fun and rewarding for students, in addition to allowing
them to gain the foundational knowledge they need to design, conduct, and present research.
  psychology paper apa: How to Study Psychology Warren Davies, 2013-01-17 Do you want to
spend less time studying but end up with better grades, and a deeper understanding of the subject?
Studying psychology is a skill that can be learned. In this unique and practical 'how to' guide,
Warren Davies offers some simple techniques that will enable students to retain information,
organise their workload, and be more productive. By applying some simple and easy-to-make
changes to your study habits, you will learn how to: Get more work done in less time Use memory
techniques to help you breeze through exams Beat procrastination Develop a deep grasp of difficult



topics Write excellent essays (including how to avoid the seven most common essay errors) Cut your
study time in half Understand the 'results' section of research papers Write a dissertation to
publishable standard. This book is written specifically with psychology undergraduate students in
mind, and as such will enhance your learning and improve your grades with techniques that actually
work.
  psychology paper apa: Writing in Psychology Scott A. Miller, 2022-06-16 The second edition
of Writing in Psychology by Scott A. Miller is a comprehensive guide to addressing the most
challenging issues that students face while writing about psychology, including what to say and how
to say it. It offers practical tools to overcome the challenges and create an engaging work. The book
is a valuable resource for helping readers become better writers of psychology with the aid of
various helpful learning tools, which provide detailed coverage of how to write empirical reviews,
research proposals, literature reviews, term papers, and posters. It examines examples from journal
articles that give readers a grasp of the content they will encounter in writing psychological reports.
Furthermore, it includes exercises that provide an opportunity to apply the points conveyed in each
chapter, examples of ways to avoid the most common mistakes made by students, and a guide to the
best practices for improving one’s writing. Readers will also develop a thorough understanding of
how to write in an engaging yet accurate style, using grammatical and word use rules that govern
writing in general, and the rules of seventh edition APA (American Psychological Association)
Publication Manual that determine the expression of that content. Throughout, the book emphasizes
inclusion, diversity, and fair treatment of those with whom psychologists deal, in research and
writing. The book will benefit anyone looking for guidance on how to write about psychological
content. It is ideal for research scholars and psychology students as a primary text for writing in
psychology courses and a supplement for graduate or advanced undergraduate courses in research
design or research methods.
  psychology paper apa: Methods in Psychological Research Annabel Ness Evans, Bryan J.
Rooney, 2010-07-20 Providing an applied approach in this thoroughly updated Second Edition of
Methods of Psychological Research, the authors apply findings from student feedback from their
extensive classroom experience to insure both accessibility and relevance. End-of-chapter FAQs and
projects complement the in-text exercises and art to develop a refreshingly realistic methodology.
Key Features include: - Updated material and research examples incorporating reviewer suggestions
- New illustrative artwork emphasizes pertinent concepts while providing a visual foundation for
today′s students. - Conceptual mini-exercises throughout the text encourage students to stop and
think critically about the material they have just read. - End-of-chapter material includes suggested
answers to the conceptual exercises, a collection of chapter exercises and projects voted by students
to be the most useful, and a popular FAQ section comprised of the questions asked most often by the
authors′ students. - Chapter 13 is written specifically for students who are required to conduct or
propose a research project, and is complete with detailed examples and basic statistical procedures.
  psychology paper apa: Research Methods in Psychology Wendy A. Schweigert, 2021-01-05
Research Methods in Psychology: A Handbook is a versatile guide that is ideal for any
research-oriented psychology course. Schweigert’s clear writing style and focus on the fundamentals
of research methodology provide students with the exposure they need to conduct valid research.
Explanations of basic statistical techniques are straightforward and illuminate the impact of the
design process. Suitable as a primary text or as a supplement, the Fourth Edition features and
defines commonly used research methods to engage students and give instructors the flexibility they
require to meet the needs of their courses. Notable features: • learning goals, chapter outlines,
highlighted important terms and concepts, and exercises (along with a selected set of answers) •
describes the important processes of preparing, conducting, and publishing the results of a research
study • discusses how to perform thorough and beneficial literature and database searches online •
teaches students to embrace the ethical collection and presentation of useful, accurate data in their
research • reviews basic guidelines on how to write and format research results in APA Style
  psychology paper apa: Lab Manual for Psychological Research Dawn M. McBride, J. Cooper



Cutting, 2019-01-15 The Lab Manual for Psychological Research, Fourth Edition provides students
with opportunities to practice and apply the knowledge and skills learned in their research methods
course. Developed for use in a lab course or as take-home review, the manual contains four types of
practice: exercises that connect to specific concepts; exercises for developing a research project;
APA-style exercises that become progressively more complex; and instruction for how to avoid
plagiarism. This comprehensive and practical manual can be used with Dawn M. McBride′s
best-selling The Process of Research in Psychology, Fourth Edition or as a supplement to other core
texts.
  psychology paper apa: Experimental Design in Psychology M. Kimberly MacLin,
2023-12-22 This text is about doing science and the active process of reading, learning, thinking,
generating ideas, designing experiments, and the logistics surrounding each step of the research
process. In easy-to-read, conversational language, Kim MacLin teaches students experimental design
principles and techniques using a tutorial approach in which students read, critique, and analyze
over 75 actual experiments from every major area of psychology. She provides them with real-world
information about how science in psychology is conducted and how they can participate.
Recognizing that students come to an experimental design course with their own interests and
perspectives, MacLin covers many subdisciplines of psychology throughout the text, including IO
psychology, child psychology, social psychology, behavioral psychology, cognitive psychology,
clinical psychology, health psychology, educational/school psychology, legal psychology, and
personality psychology, among others. Part I of the text is content oriented and provides an overview
of the principles of experimental design. Part II contains annotated research articles for students to
read and analyze. New sections on how to critically evaluate media reports of scientific findings (in
other words, how to identify ‘fake news’), authorship guidelines and decisions, survey research
methods and AI tools have been included. Further, expanded information on the Open Science
movement, and on ethics in research, and methods to achieve clarity and precision in thinking and
writing are included. This edition is up to date with the latest APA Publication Manual (7th edition)
and includes an overview of the bias-free language guidelines, the use of singular they, and an
ethical compliance checklist.. This text is essential reading for students and researchers interested
in and studying experimental design in psychology.
  psychology paper apa: Professional Skills for Psychology Dr. David, Ms. Punita Borpujari
Deori, Dr. R. Murugesan, Prof. N.L Mishra, 2024-09-20 Professional Skills for Psychology is a
comprehensive guide that equips psychology students and early-career professionals with the
essential skills needed for success in the field. Covering foundational topics such as effective
communication, ethical practice, critical thinking, and research methods, this book also delves into
applied skills like interviewing, assessment, and intervention strategies. It is designed to bridge the
gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application, helping readers develop the
competencies necessary for diverse psychology careers and fostering a professional mindset
grounded in empathy, scientific inquiry, and ethical integrity.
  psychology paper apa: The Psychology Student Writer's Manual and Reader's Guide Jill M.
Scott, Gregory M. Scott, Stephen M. Garrison, 2018-03-02 The Psychology Student Writer's Manual
3/E is a practical guide to research, reading, and writing in the discipline. Ideal as either a
companion or stand-alone text for any psychology course that requires students to write papers. This
clear and functional handbook shows how to research and write in psychology as well as improve
one's overall writing ability. Covering every fundamental aspect of writing (from content to form,
grammar, tracking sources of information, and citing sources), it assists students in preparing two
specific types of papers: research reports and term papers. Comprehensive source—Contains all the
information needed to write most types of papers typically assigned in the discipline of psychology.
Provides students with a complete, one-stop, easy-to-follow reference source on how to research and
write papers—including how to conduct research in psychology, how to find information on topics
related to psychology, how to incorporate citations, and more. Thorough review of writing basics and
formatting instructions—Addresses fundamental concerns of all writers, exploring the reasons why



we write, describing the writing process itself, and examining those elements of grammar, style, and
punctuation that cause the most confusion among writers in general. Shows students the key
elements of good writing and effective communication, gives students a quick and handy grammar
reference source, and provides them with a detailed, easy-to-follow guide to preparing papers
according to accepted formats. Creative writing assignments—Offers practical writing exercises with
step-by-step instructions. Heightens students' interest in the study of psychology, and frees
professors from the duty of teaching students to write the papers most often assigned in psychology
classes. APA standards—Complies with all APA style requirements, displays formats for text, title
pages, reference pages, tables of contents in APA format, details the APA citation system, and
discusses the crucial responsibility of every psychology writer to use source material ethically.
General analysis of psychology -?Helps students obtain a deeper understanding of what constitutes
the discipline of psychology so that they will become better and more educated writers on the
subject.
  psychology paper apa: Success as a Psychology Major David E. Copeland, Jeremy Ashton
Houska, 2020-02-07 Success as a Psychology Major, First Edition by David E. Copeland and Jeremy
A. Houska is an essential resource for any student interested in pursuing an undergraduate degree
in psychology. Built from the ground up with input from hundreds of psychology students, this First
Edition answers every question a trepidatious undergraduate may have. Success as a Psychology
Major opens with practical tools on how to be a successful student, walks readers through the
psychology curriculum, highlights key skills to develop, and presents the various academic and
career paths to take after graduation. Unique chapters on joining a research lab, professional
organizations and clubs, documenting students′ accomplishments, and practical tools for managing
time and money provide students with resources they will use throughout their academic career.
Presented in a modular format with a student-friendly narrative, this text is a step-by-step road map
to a fulfilling and meaningful experience as a student of psychology.
  psychology paper apa: Re-envisioning Theoretical Psychology Thomas Teo, 2019-05-29
This volume presents a re-envisioning of the field of theoretical psychology and offers unique visions
for its present and future from leaders of North American philosophical psychology. It contends that
theoretical psychology has reached ‘middle-age’ and must consider new directions to renew its
growth. Rooted in a range of research traditions and the intellectual biographies of its authors, it
paves the way toward this necessary revitalization of the content, activities, responsibilities, and
hopes of theoretical psychology. The authors situate their analyses in the context of the increasing
gap between alternative and mainstream and between the discipline and the profession of
psychology. They demonstrate that changes in society, culture and technology, the
internationalization of the psychological humanities, and the cross-fertilization of intellectual
innovations from other disciplines now afford possibilities for new orientations in theoretical
psychology. The volume aims to do justice to psychological topics, human beings, and the
intellectual problems that psychologists encounter, while also providing space for (meta)theoretical
engagement, often neglected in the discipline. Together, the chapters in this collection make the
case that a renewal of the discipline and practice of psychology is a task that is best accomplished
collectively, and, despite significant disagreements, in solidarity.
  psychology paper apa: Research in Psychology Kerri A. Goodwin, C. James Goodwin,
2016-12-08 An approachable, coherent, and important text, Research in Psychology: Methods and
Design, 8th Edition continues to provide its readers with a clear, concise look at psychological
science, experimental methods, and correlational research in this newly updated version. Rounded
out with helpful learning aids, step-by-step instructions, and detailed examples of real research
studies makes the material easy to read and student-friendly.
  psychology paper apa: Writing for Psychology Mark L. Mitchell, Janina M. Jolley, Robert
Paul O'Shea, 2003 WRITING FOR PSYCHOLOGY - A STUDENT'S GUIDE offers concise assistance
for students writing their research analyses using APA Style. By providing concrete examples of
common errors, the authors are able to show--rather than merely tell--students what to do and what



to avoid. This student friendly manual will help students adhere to the basics of American
Psychological Association (APA) style; refine critical thinking skills, library search skills, revising
skills, editing skills, and proofing skills; and avoid plagiarism. This text is an adaptation of an earlier
text published by Robert O'Shea. Checklists for students, which have been praised by reviewers,
precede the summary at the end of every chapter, giving students the chance to make sure they
have been thorough in their reports.
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