
progressive era reforms

progressive era reforms transformed the social, political, and economic
landscape of the United States during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
This dynamic period witnessed an explosion of innovative policies and
activism, driven by widespread concerns about industrialization,
urbanization, and corruption. The movement sought to address issues ranging
from labor rights and women’s suffrage to government regulation and public
health. By focusing on progressive era reforms, this article delves deeply
into the causes, key legislation, influential figures, and the lasting impact
of these transformative years. Readers will discover how reformers tackled
child labor, workplace safety, monopolies, and political corruption, while
also examining the successes and limitations of their efforts. Whether you
are a history enthusiast, student, or researcher, this comprehensive guide
provides an authoritative overview of one of America’s most pivotal eras.
Explore the driving forces, landmark achievements, and enduring legacy of
progressive era reforms in the sections below.

Origins and Context of Progressive Era Reforms

Major Political Reforms of the Progressive Era

Economic and Labor Reforms

Social and Cultural Reforms

Influential Leaders and Reformers

Impact and Legacy of Progressive Era Reforms

Challenges and Limitations of Progressive Reforms

Origins and Context of Progressive Era Reforms

The roots of progressive era reforms can be traced to the rapid
industrialization and urban growth that characterized the United States in
the late 1800s. As cities swelled with immigrants and rural migrants seeking
work in factories, new social problems emerged. Overcrowded housing, unsafe
working conditions, political corruption, and unchecked corporate power
created a sense of crisis for many Americans. Reformers argued that these
challenges required intervention by both government and civic organizations
to protect the common good and ensure fairness. The progressive movement drew
inspiration from earlier reform traditions, including Populism and the Social
Gospel, while integrating contemporary ideas about efficiency, science, and
democracy. By 1900, the stage was set for sweeping progressive era reforms
that would reshape American society.

Major Political Reforms of the Progressive Era

Political reform was a central focus of progressive era reforms, as activists



sought to make government more responsive, transparent, and accountable to
the people. The influence of powerful political machines, widespread
patronage, and limited citizen participation prompted demands for change.
Several landmark reforms were enacted at the federal, state, and local levels
during this period.

Expansion of Democracy

Progressives championed measures that expanded democratic participation. The
introduction of the secret ballot reduced voter intimidation and corruption.
The direct primary allowed party members, rather than party bosses, to select
candidates for public office. At the federal level, the Seventeenth Amendment
(1913) mandated the direct election of U.S. senators, replacing selection by
state legislatures. These changes increased government accountability and
gave citizens a greater voice.

Government Regulation and the Fight Against
Corruption

Progressive era reforms addressed political corruption through regulatory
measures and institutional changes. The establishment of commissions and
regulatory agencies, such as the Interstate Commerce Commission and the
Federal Trade Commission, aimed to oversee business practices and curb abuse.
Civil service reforms, including the expansion of merit-based hiring, reduced
the influence of political patronage.

Direct election of senators (Seventeenth Amendment)

Direct primary elections

Secret ballot voting

Regulatory commissions

Civil service reform

Economic and Labor Reforms

Progressive era reforms also targeted economic inequality and unsafe labor
conditions. Rapid industrialization had created vast fortunes for a few,
while many workers faced long hours, low wages, and hazardous environments.
Reformers pushed for laws to protect workers, regulate big business, and
promote fair competition.

Antitrust Legislation

To combat monopolies and promote competition, progressives advocated for



stronger antitrust laws. The Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) was strengthened by
the Clayton Antitrust Act (1914), which clarified and expanded restrictions
on anti-competitive practices. Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow
Wilson pursued aggressive trust-busting campaigns to break up large corporate
conglomerates.

Labor Protections and Workplace Safety

Child labor, workplace accidents, and exploitation were urgent targets for
progressive era reforms. State and federal legislation gradually limited
child labor, established maximum working hours, and improved industrial
safety standards. The creation of the Department of Labor in 1913 signaled a
commitment to worker welfare.

Sherman Antitrust Act and Clayton Antitrust Act enforcement1.

Child labor restrictions2.

Mandatory workplace safety standards3.

Minimum wage and maximum hours laws4.

Trade union recognition and collective bargaining5.

Social and Cultural Reforms

Beyond politics and economics, progressive era reforms addressed a wide range
of social and cultural issues. Reformers advocated for public health,
education, temperance, and moral improvement, believing that an uplifted
society would strengthen democracy and national progress.

Public Health Initiatives

Progressives tackled urban sanitation, disease prevention, and food safety.
The Pure Food and Drug Act (1906) and Meat Inspection Act (1906) established
federal standards for food and pharmaceuticals, protecting consumers from
dangerous products. Public health campaigns reduced the spread of infectious
diseases and improved living conditions in crowded cities.

Education and Child Welfare

Educational reformers sought to expand public schooling, standardize
curricula, and provide vocational training. Compulsory education laws ensured
that all children had access to education. Settlement houses, like Chicago’s
Hull House, provided services and support for immigrant and low-income
families.



Temperance and Prohibition

The temperance movement gained momentum during the progressive era,
culminating in the passage of the Eighteenth Amendment (1919) that prohibited
the manufacture and sale of alcohol. Reformers believed prohibition would
reduce crime and improve family life, although unintended consequences
followed.

Influential Leaders and Reformers

Progressive era reforms were championed by a diverse group of activists,
politicians, and thinkers. Their leadership and vision shaped the movement’s
direction and achievements.

Theodore Roosevelt: Known as the “trust-buster,” Roosevelt used
presidential power to regulate business and conserve natural resources.

Woodrow Wilson: Advocated for tariff reform, antitrust measures, and
labor protections as part of his “New Freedom” agenda.

Jane Addams: Founded Hull House and promoted social welfare and women’s
rights.

Ida B. Wells: Led anti-lynching campaigns and fought for racial justice.

Upton Sinclair: His novel “The Jungle” exposed meatpacking industry
abuses and spurred food safety reforms.

W.E.B. Du Bois: Co-founded the NAACP to fight for African American
rights and equality.

Impact and Legacy of Progressive Era Reforms

The legacy of progressive era reforms endures in American society and
government. Many foundational policies and institutions emerged during this
period, including regulatory agencies, labor protections, and expanded
democratic participation. Progressive ideals of social justice, government
accountability, and public welfare continue to influence policy debates and
reform movements today. The era’s achievements laid the groundwork for future
advances in civil rights, consumer protections, and environmental policy.

Challenges and Limitations of Progressive
Reforms

Despite their successes, progressive era reforms faced significant obstacles
and limitations. Not all Americans benefited equally from reforms, as racial
segregation, gender discrimination, and economic inequality persisted. Some



reforms, such as Prohibition, produced unintended negative consequences.
Resistance from entrenched interests and political opponents slowed or
blocked further change. The movement’s focus on efficiency and expertise
sometimes led to undemocratic practices, excluding marginalized voices.
Nevertheless, the progressive era marked a turning point in American history,
demonstrating the power and complexity of reform.

Q: What were the main goals of progressive era
reforms?
A: The main goals of progressive era reforms were to address social,
political, and economic problems caused by industrialization and
urbanization. Reformers aimed to expand democracy, regulate big business,
protect workers, improve public health, and promote social justice.

Q: Who were some key leaders of the progressive era?
A: Key leaders included Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Jane Addams, Ida
B. Wells, Upton Sinclair, and W.E.B. Du Bois. Each played a significant role
in advancing various aspects of progressive era reforms.

Q: How did progressive era reforms change the
political system?
A: Progressive reforms introduced the direct primary, secret ballot, direct
election of U.S. senators, and established regulatory commissions. These
changes increased government transparency, reduced corruption, and gave
citizens more influence in politics.

Q: What impact did progressive era reforms have on
labor and working conditions?
A: Reforms led to child labor restrictions, improved workplace safety
standards, established maximum working hours, and promoted collective
bargaining. These measures greatly improved conditions for American workers.

Q: What were some important pieces of legislation
passed during the progressive era?
A: Significant laws included the Sherman Antitrust Act, Clayton Antitrust
Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, Meat Inspection Act, and the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Amendments to the Constitution.

Q: How did progressive era reforms address public
health?
A: Progressive reforms improved urban sanitation, established food and drug
safety standards, and launched public health campaigns to control diseases
and improve living conditions.



Q: Did all Americans benefit equally from progressive
era reforms?
A: No, many reforms did not address racial segregation, gender
discrimination, or economic inequality for all groups. Marginalized
communities often continued to face exclusion and injustice despite overall
progress.

Q: What was the impact of Prohibition as a
progressive era reform?
A: Prohibition, enacted through the Eighteenth Amendment, aimed to reduce
crime and improve moral standards but instead led to increased illegal
activity and was eventually repealed.

Q: Why did the progressive movement eventually
decline?
A: The movement lost momentum due to internal divisions, resistance from
powerful interests, and the onset of World War I, which shifted national
priorities away from domestic reform.

Progressive Era Reforms
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body of knowledge about government social policies and their driving forces.
  progressive era reforms: The Irony of Regulatory Reform Robert Britt Horwitz, 1989 This
study examines the history of telecommunications - both telephone and broadcast - with particular
reference to attempts to regulate these media in the USA.
  progressive era reforms: Gale Researcher Guide for: Governance in the Progressive Era
Jennifer Erdman, 2018-09-28 Gale Researcher Guide for: Governance in the Progressive Era is
selected from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides provide peer-reviewed
articles that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the confidence
and vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
  progressive era reforms: The Progressive Movement: Social and Political Change in the Gilded
Age Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-15 In an era of great upheaval and transformation, the Progressive
Movement emerged as a beacon of hope for a more just and equitable society. This book explores
the complexities of this movement, delving into its origins, key figures, and lasting impact on
American society. Through a comprehensive examination of economic, political, and social issues, we
uncover the driving forces behind the Progressive Movement and the transformative changes it
brought about. From the fight for workers' rights and social justice to the battles for women's
suffrage, civil rights, and environmental conservation, this book sheds light on the struggles and
triumphs of this remarkable period. The Progressive Era was a time of widespread discontent.
Economic inequality, rampant corruption, and social injustice plagued the nation. In response, a
diverse group of reformers and activists arose, united by a shared belief in the power of progressive
change. They sought to challenge the status quo, break the grip of big business, and create a society
that worked for all Americans. This book brings to life the stories of the Progressive Movement's
leaders, from Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson to Jane Addams and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. We
witness their tireless efforts to enact reforms, overcome resistance, and build a better future for all.
The Progressive Movement achieved significant successes during its time. It led to the passage of
landmark legislation, the establishment of new government agencies, and a fundamental shift in the
relationship between government and society. However, the movement also faced challenges and
limitations, which this book examines in detail. The Progressive Movement: Social and Political
Change in the Gilded Age is a comprehensive and engaging account of a pivotal era in American
history. It is a story of struggle, resilience, and the enduring power of progressive ideals. If you like
this book, write a review!
  progressive era reforms: Children and Youth During the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
James Marten, 2014-09-26 In the decades after the Civil War, urbanization, industrialization, and
immigration marked the start of the Gilded Age, a period of rapid economic growth but also social
upheaval. Reformers responded to the social and economic chaos with a “search for order,” as
famously described by historian Robert Wiebe. Most reformers agreed that one of the nation’s top
priorities should be its children and youth, who, they believed, suffered more from the disorder
plaguing the rapidly growing nation than any other group. Children and Youth during the Gilded Age
and Progressive Era explores both nineteenth century conditions that led Progressives to their
search for order and some of the solutions applied to children and youth in the context of that
search. Edited by renowned scholar of children’s history James Marten, the collection of eleven
essays offers case studies relevant to educational reform, child labor laws, underage marriage, and
recreation for children, among others. Including important primary documents produced by children
themselves, the essays in this volume foreground the role that youth played in exerting agency over
their own lives and in contesting the policies that sought to protect and control them.
  progressive era reforms: Metropolitan Growth Planning in California, 1900-2000 Elisa
Barbour, 2002
  progressive era reforms: Substance Abuse Joyce H. Lowinson, 2005 The premier text on
substance abuse and addictive behaviors is now in its updated and expanded Fourth Edition, with
up-to-the-minute insights from more than 150 experts at the front lines of patient management and
research. This edition features expanded coverage of the neurobiology of abused substances, new



pharmacologic therapies for addictions, and complete information on “club drugs” such as Ecstasy.
New sections focus on addiction in children, adolescents, adults, and the elderly and women’s health
issues, including pregnancy. The expanded behavioral addictions section now includes hoarding,
shopping, and computer/Internet abuse. Includes access to a Companion wesbite that has fully
searchable text.
  progressive era reforms: Corruption and Reform Edward L. Glaeser, Claudia Goldin,
2007-11-01 Despite recent corporate scandals, the United States is among the world’s least corrupt
nations. But in the nineteenth century, the degree of fraud and corruption in America approached
that of today’s most corrupt developing nations, as municipal governments and robber barons alike
found new ways to steal from taxpayers and swindle investors. In Corruption and Reform,
contributors explore this shadowy period of United States history in search of better methods to
fight corruption worldwide today. Contributors to this volume address the measurement and
consequences of fraud and corruption and the forces that ultimately led to their decline within the
United States. They show that various approaches to reducing corruption have met with success,
such as deregulation, particularly “free banking,” in the 1830s. In the 1930s, corruption was kept in
check when new federal bureaucracies replaced local administrations in doling out relief. Another
deterrent to corruption was the independent press, which kept a watchful eye over government and
business. These and other facets of American history analyzed in this volume make it indispensable
as background for anyone interested in corruption today.
  progressive era reforms: The Essence of Conservatism: Tradition, Liberty, and the
American Spirit Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-22 In a world of rapid change and uncertainty,
conservatism offers a steady and reliable compass. It is a political and social philosophy that
emphasizes the importance of tradition, order, and individual liberty. Conservatives believe that
society is best served when it is governed by a set of enduring values and principles that have been
passed down from generation to generation. This book provides a comprehensive overview of
conservatism, from its historical roots to its contemporary challenges. It explores the key principles
of conservatism, such as limited government, free markets, and individual responsibility. It also
examines the role of conservatism in American history and politics, as well as the challenges facing
conservatism in the 21st century. The book is written in a clear and engaging style, making it
accessible to readers of all backgrounds. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand
conservatism and its role in American society. Here are some of the topics covered in the book: *
The historical origins of conservatism * The key principles of conservatism * The role of
conservatism in American history and politics * The challenges facing conservatism in the 21st
century * The future of conservatism This book is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn
more about conservatism. It is a must-read for students of political science, history, and public
policy. It is also essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the current state of American
politics. This book will help you to: * Understand the key principles of conservatism * Appreciate the
role of conservatism in American history and politics * Identify the challenges facing conservatism in
the 21st century * Develop your own informed opinions about conservatism Whether you are a
conservative, a liberal, or an independent, this book will help you to better understand one of the
most important political philosophies in the world. If you like this book, write a review on google
books!
  progressive era reforms: Populist Virtues Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-26 Populism has been
a powerful force in American history, shaping the nation's politics, economy, and culture. From the
populist movements of the 19th century to the Tea Party movement of the 21st century, populism
has consistently challenged the established order and advocated for the interests of the common
people. In this comprehensive and engaging book, Pasquale De Marco explores the history of
populism in America, from its origins in the agrarian discontent of the early 19th century to its
resurgence in the Information Age. Pasquale De Marco examines the key populist leaders,
movements, and policies that have shaped the American political landscape. Populism has often been
seen as a negative force in American politics, associated with demagoguery, nativism, and



intolerance. However, populism has also been a source of progressive reform, advocating for policies
that have benefited the working class and the poor. In recent years, populism has re-emerged as a
major force in American politics, with the election of Donald Trump as president. Trump's populist
rhetoric and policies have appealed to many Americans who feel that the country has been left
behind by globalization and technological change. The rise of populism in the 21st century is a
reminder that the forces that have shaped American history are still very much alive today. We must
understand the history of populism in order to understand the challenges that we face today.
**Populist Virtues** is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the complex and often
contradictory nature of this powerful political force. If you like this book, write a review!
  progressive era reforms: Teaching and Researching ELLs’ Disciplinary Literacies Meg
Gebhard, 2019-02-18 Written from a critical perspective, this volume provides teachers, teacher
educators, and classroom researchers with a conceptual framework and practical methods for
teaching and researching the disciplinary literacy development of English language learners (ELLs).
Grounded in a nuanced critique of current social, economic, and political changes shaping public
education, Gebhard offers a comprehensive framework for designing curriculum, instruction, and
assessments that build on students’ linguistic and cultural resources and that are aligned with
high-stakes state and national standards using the tools of systemic functional linguistics (SFL). By
providing concrete examples of how teachers have used SFL in their work with students in urban
schools, this book provides pre-service and in-service teachers, as well as literacy researchers and
policy makers, with new insights into how they can support the disciplinary literacy development of
ELLs and the professional practices of their teachers in the context of current school reforms. Key
features of this book include the voices of teachers, examples of curriculum, sample analyses of
student writing, and guiding questions to support readers in conducting action-oriented research in
the schools where they work.
  progressive era reforms: The Privatization of Policing Brian Forst, Peter K. Manning,
1999-06-10 The increasing reliance on private security services raises questions about the effects of
privatization on the quality of public police forces, particularly in high-crime, low-income areas. In
an effective pro-and-con format, two experts on policing offer two strikingly different perspectives
on this trend towards privatization. In the process, they provide an unusually thoughtful discussion
of the origins of both the public police and the private security sectors, the forces behind the recent
growth of private security operations, and the risks to public safety posed by privatization. In his
critique of privatization, Peter K. Manning focuses on issues of free market theory and management
practices such as Total Quality Management that he believes are harmful to the traditional police
mandate to control crime. He questions the appropriateness of strategies that emphasize service to
consumers. For Brian Forst, the free market paradigm and economic incentives do not carry the
same stigma. He argues that neither public nor private policing should have a monopoly on law
enforcement activities, and he predicts an even more varied mix of public and private police
activities than are currently available. Following the two main sections of the book, each author
assesses the other's contribution, reflecting on not just their points of departure but also on the
areas in which they agree. The breadth and depth of the discussion makes this book essential for
both scholars and practitioners interested in policing generally and privatization in particular.
  progressive era reforms: Judging Addicts Rebecca Tiger, 2013 The number of people
incarcerated in the U.S. now exceeds 2.3 million, due in part to the increasing criminalization of
drug use: over 25% of people incarcerated in jails and prisons are there for drug offenses. Judging
Addicts examines this increased criminalization of drugs and the medicalization of addiction in the
U.S. by focusing on drug courts, where defendants are sent to drug treatment instead of prison.
Rebecca Tiger explores how advocates of these courts make their case for what they call
“enlightened coercion,” detailing how they use medical theories of addiction to justify increased
criminal justice oversight of defendants who, through this process, are defined as both “sick” and
“bad.” Tiger shows how these courts fuse punitive and therapeutic approaches to drug use in the
name of a “progressive” and “enlightened” approach to addiction. She critiques the medicalization of



drug users, showing how the disease designation can complement, rather than contradict, punitive
approaches, demonstrating that these courts are neither unprecedented nor unique, and that they
contain great potential to expand punitive control over drug users. Tiger argues that the
medicalization of addiction has done little to stem the punishment of drug users because of a key
conceptual overlap in the medical and punitive approaches—that habitual drug use is a problem that
needs to be fixed through sobriety. Judging Addicts presses policymakers to implement humane
responses to persistent substance use that remove its control entirely from the criminal justice
system and ultimately explores the nature of crime and punishment in the U.S. today.
  progressive era reforms: Term Paper Resource Guide to Twentieth-Century United States
History Ron Blazek, Teri Maggio, Robert Muccigrosso, 1999-05-30 Students will write more effective
term papers with this guide to 500 term paper ideas—as well as a listing of appropriate print and
nonprint sources— on twentieth-century U.S. history. This guide presents entries on 100 of the most
important events and developments in twentieth-century U.S. history organized in chronological
order. Each entry consists of a short description of the event, followed by five specific suggestions
for term papers about the event, and a wide-ranging annotated bibliography of 15-35 books, articles,
videos, and a web site appropriate for student research. In every case the emphasis is on recent and
up-to-date material, as well as landmark works and primary sources. Every entry contains a video
and concludes with a recommended web site, producing a multimedia approach designed to appeal
to the current information-gathering habits and preferences of young people. From the
Spanish-American War to the creation of NAFTA, the 100 events and developments cover political,
social, economic, and cultural issues. The work has been designed to meet the needs of the U.S.
history curriculum. Term paper topic ideas offer students thought-provoking suggestions that are
challenging and develop critical thinking skills. The annotated bibliography is organized into
reference sources, general sources, specialized sources, biographical sources, periodical articles,
recommended videos and World Wide Web sites. All items are readily available in school, public, and
academic library collections. This unique guide is valuable not only to students, but to teachers and
librarians who guide students in research, and is an excellent purchasing guide for librarians who
serve student needs.
  progressive era reforms: Geschichte der Sozialen Arbeit 2 Wolf Rainer Wendt, 2016-10-13
Das Grundlagenwerk stellt im zweiten Teil die Entwicklung der beruflichen Sozialen Arbeit im
Kontext des politischen und gesellschaftlichen Geschehens im 20. Jahrhundert bis in die Gegenwart
dar. Ausführlich werden die Professionalisierung der Sozialarbeit, das parallele Auftreten der
Sozialpädagogik, die Entfaltung und Krise des Wohlfahrtsstaates und der Dienstleistungen in ihm,
soziale Bewegungen und die ökonomischen Herausforderungen sozialer Betätigung beschrieben.
  progressive era reforms: Rivalry and Reform Sidney M. Milkis, Daniel J. Tichenor,
2019-01-25 Few relationships have proved more pivotal in changing the course of American politics
than those between presidents and social movements. For all their differences, both presidents and
social movements are driven by a desire to recast the political system, often pursuing rival agendas
that set them on a collision course. Even when their interests converge, these two actors often
compete to control the timing and conditions of political change. During rare historical moments,
however, presidents and social movements forged partnerships that profoundly recast American
politics. Rivalry and Reform explores the relationship between presidents and social movements
throughout history and into the present day, revealing the patterns that emerge from the epic
battles and uneasy partnerships that have profoundly shaped reform. Through a series of case
studies, including Abraham Lincoln and abolitionism, Lyndon Johnson and the civil rights movement,
and Ronald Reagan and the religious right, Sidney M. Milkis and Daniel J. Tichenor argue
persuasively that major political change usually reflects neither a top-down nor bottom-up strategy
but a crucial interplay between the two. Savvy leaders, the authors show, use social movements to
support their policy goals. At the same time, the most successful social movements target the
president as either a source of powerful support or the center of opposition. The book concludes
with a consideration of Barack Obama’s approach to contemporary social movements such as Black



Lives Matter, United We Dream, and Marriage Equality.
  progressive era reforms: The History of Ohio Law Michael Les Benedict, John F. Winkler,
2004 In The Two-Volume The History of Ohio Law, distinguished legal historians, practicing Ohio
attorneys, and judges present the history of Ohio law and the interaction between law and society in
the state. The first history of Ohio law in nearly seventy years - and the most comprehensive
compilation of essays on any state's law - its twenty-two topics range from the history of Ohio's
constitutional conventions and legal institutions to the history of civil procedure, evidence, land use,
civil liberties, and utility regulation. The essays describe Ohio's legal institutions, legal procedures,
and the substance of Ohio law as it has changed over time. institutions have affected Ohio law and
how the law has affected them. The essays provide important information to practitioners and offer
attorneys, legal scholars, historians, and the public a broad understanding of the relationship
between law and society in Ohio. intersections between law and race, gender, and labor. Insightful
essays also discuss the development of Ohio's legal literature, the impact of federal courts, and
Ohio's most important contributions to American constitutional development. Written by twenty-two
leading lawyers and historians, The History of Ohio Law will be the indispensable reference and
invaluable first source for learning about law and society in Ohio.
  progressive era reforms: The Irony of the Solid South Glenn Feldman, 2013-05-31 The
Irony of the Solid South examines how the south became the “Solid South” for the Democratic Party
and how that solidarity began to crack with the advent of American involvement in World War II.
Relying on a sophisticated analysis of secondary research—as well as a wealth of deep research in
primary sources such as letters, diaries, interviews, court cases, newspapers, and other archival
materials—Glenn Feldman argues in The Irony of the Solid South that the history of the solid
Democratic south is actually marked by several ironies that involve a concern with the fundamental
nature of southern society and culture and the central place that race and allied types of cultural
conservatism have played in ensuring regional distinctiveness and continuity across time and
various partisan labels. Along the way, this account has much to say about the quality and nature of
the New Deal in Dixie, southern liberalism, and its fatal shortcomings. Feldman focuses primarily on
Alabama and race but also considers at length circumstances in the other southern states as well as
insights into the uses of emotional issues other than race that have been used time and again to
distract whites from their economic and material interests. Feldman explains how conservative
political forces (Bourbon Democrats, Dixiecrats, Wallace, independents, and eventually the modern
GOP) ingeniously fused white supremacy with economic conservatism based on the common glue of
animus to the federal government. A second great melding is exposed, one that joined economic
fundamentalism to the religious kind along the shared axis of antidemocratic impulses. Feldman’s
study has much to say about southern and American conservatism, the enduring power of cultural
and emotional issues, and the modern south’s path to becoming solidly Republican.
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