mob psychology queries

mob psychology queries are becoming increasingly relevant as society seeks to understand the
powerful forces behind group behavior, mass movements, and collective decision-making. This article
delves deep into the psychology of crowds, the factors that influence their actions, and the most
common questions people have about group dynamics. By exploring the latest research on mob
psychology, this comprehensive guide will answer popular queries, discuss the origins and
mechanisms of mob behavior, and provide practical insights into its real-world implications. Whether
you're a student, professional, or simply curious about the phenomenon of collective behavior, this
article offers a thorough overview of mob psychology queries and solutions. We will examine the
science behind crowd mentality, analyze famous examples, and address how to recognize and
respond to mob influences. Continue reading to uncover the complexities of mob psychology and find
authoritative answers to your most pressing questions.
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Understanding Mob Psychology: Definition and Origins

Mob psychology, also known as crowd psychology or collective behavior, refers to the study of how
individuals are influenced by large groups or crowds. This field explores the psychological
mechanisms that drive people to act differently in groups compared to when they're alone. The
origins of mob psychology date back to the late 19th century when social scientists began noticing
the transformation in individual behavior during mass gatherings, protests, and riots. Early theorists
like Gustave Le Bon and Sigmund Freud laid the groundwork for understanding how anonymity,
suggestibility, and emotional contagion foster collective action and sometimes irrational behavior.
Today, mob psychology queries are integral to understanding political rallies, social movements, and
even digital phenomena such as viral trends and online mobs.

Key Factors Influencing Mob Behavior

Several critical factors shape the way people act within a crowd. Understanding these influences is
essential for answering the most persistent mob psychology queries and for comprehending why



groups can quickly become unpredictable or even dangerous.

Anonymity and Loss of Individual Identity

When individuals are part of a large group, their sense of personal responsibility often diminishes.
Anonymity allows people to feel less accountable for their actions, leading to behaviors they might
never consider in isolation. This phenomenon, known as deindividuation, is a primary driver behind
mob actions.

Emotional Contagion and Suggestibility

Emotions can spread rapidly through a crowd, resulting in collective excitement, anger, or fear.
Emotional contagion makes people more susceptible to suggestions from leaders or peers, amplifying
the intensity of group reactions and sometimes escalating situations beyond control.

Social Identity and Group Cohesion

Shared identity and group cohesion strengthen the influence of the crowd. When individuals identify
strongly with a group, they are more likely to conform to group norms and support collective goals,
even if those actions conflict with their personal values.

e Anonymity leading to deindividuation

Emotional contagion amplifying group reactions

Strong social identity reinforcing group conformity

Leadership and charismatic influencers guiding the crowd

Environmental triggers and situational factors

Common Mob Psychology Queries Answered

Mob psychology queries often revolve around understanding why people act against their moral codes
in crowds, how leaders manipulate group behavior, and what makes some individuals more resistant
to mob influence. Below are some of the most frequently asked questions addressed by researchers
and psychologists:

Why do individuals behave differently in crowds?

Individuals experience a shift in responsibility, increased anonymity, and heightened emotional
responses when in a crowd, which often leads to actions they would avoid when alone. The



psychological distance from personal accountability is a key reason for these behavioral changes.

Can anyone become part of a mob?

Most people are susceptible to mob influences under certain conditions, regardless of personality.
Strong emotions, group pressure, and the right situational cues can draw almost anyone into
collective behavior.

How do leaders influence mob behavior?

Leaders or influential figures can direct the energy of a crowd by providing cues, setting group norms,
and using persuasive rhetoric. Their ability to unify the group and articulate shared grievances or
goals can greatly amplify collective actions.

The Science Behind Crowd Mentality

The study of crowd mentality is rooted in social psychology and neuroscience. Mob psychology
queries often touch on what happens in the brain during collective action. Research shows that
individuals in a crowd may experience changes in brain activity related to empathy, inhibition, and
decision-making. Mirror neurons play a role in emotional contagion, while reduced activity in areas
responsible for self-regulation can explain the impulsiveness seen in mobs. Modern studies use
techniques such as functional MRI to observe these changes in real-time, offering scientific
explanations for age-old questions about mob mentality.

Real-World Examples of Mob Psychology in Action

Understanding mob psychology queries requires examining real-world events where group behavior
dramatically shifted individual actions. Famous historical and contemporary examples illustrate how
mob dynamics unfold:

Political Protests: Large-scale demonstrations can quickly turn peaceful crowds into
aggressive mobs when emotions escalate or provocations occur.

Riots: Sports victories or defeats, economic distress, and controversial legal verdicts have all
triggered riots, where collective anger overrides individual restraint.

Online Mobs: Social media amplifies mob psychology, enabling rapid spread of outrage and
coordinated harassment through digital platforms.

Mass Hysteria: Periods of fear or rumor, such as during public health scares, can lead to
widespread panic and uncharacteristic mass behavior.



These examples show how quickly crowds can shift from order to chaos, underscoring the importance
of understanding the triggers and mechanisms of mob psychology.

Recognizing and Responding to Mob Influences

Addressing mob psychology queries involves not just understanding the causes, but also learning how
to recognize and respond to mob influences. Awareness of the signs of collective behavior can help
individuals and authorities intervene before group actions spiral out of control. Key strategies include:

1. Monitoring emotional escalation within groups

2. ldentifying triggers or provocations that may fuel mob action
3. Encouraging individual accountability and personal reflection
4. Providing clear communication and authoritative leadership

5. Utilizing de-escalation techniques during tense gatherings

By staying vigilant and implementing these strategies, it's possible to mitigate the negative impacts
of mob psychology and promote safer, more rational group interactions.

Frequently Asked Mob Psychology Queries (Q&A)

Q: What is the main difference between mob psychology and
individual psychology?

A: Mob psychology focuses on how group dynamics influence individuals to behave in ways they
typically would not when alone. Individual psychology examines personal motives, thoughts, and
emotions independent of group context.

Q: Why do people sometimes lose their sense of morality in
crowds?

A: In crowds, anonymity and diminished personal responsibility lower inhibitions, causing people to
act in ways that may contradict their moral standards.

Q: How can mob mentality be prevented?

A: Mob mentality can be reduced through education, promoting critical thinking, encouraging



personal accountability, and ensuring transparent, calm leadership in group situations.

Q: Are online mobs different from physical ones?

A: Yes, online mobs can operate anonymously and at a larger scale, often with quicker escalation and
less accountability due to digital distance.

Q: What factors make some individuals resistant to mob
influence?

A: Strong self-identity, critical thinking skills, awareness of group dynamics, and previous experience
with crowds can increase resistance to mob influence.

Q: What roles do leaders play in mob psychology?

A: Leaders can channel group emotions, set agendas, and establish norms, often determining whether
a crowd remains peaceful or becomes aggressive.

Q: Can mob psychology have positive effects?

A: Yes, mob psychology can foster solidarity and collective action for social causes, such as peaceful
protests and community support initiatives.

Q: How does emotional contagion work in crowds?

A: Emotional contagion is the rapid spread of emotions within a group, where people unconsciously
mimic and adopt the feelings of those around them.

Q: What are some warning signs that a group may become a
mob?

A: Rapid emotional escalation, loss of individual responsibility, presence of provocative leaders, and a
strong sense of “us versus them” are key warning signs.

Q: How can individuals protect themselves from negative mob
influences?

A: Staying aware of group dynamics, maintaining personal boundaries, and seeking information from
multiple sources can help individuals avoid negative mob influences.
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mob psychology queries: CROWD PSYCHOLOGY: Understanding the Phenomenon and Its
Causes (10 Books in One Volume) Sigmund Freud, Charles Mackay, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Gerald

Stanley Lee, Gustave Le Bon, Walter Lippmann, William McDougall, Everett Dean Martin, Wilfred
Trotter, 2024-01-17 CROWD PSYCHOLOGY: Understanding the Phenomenon and Its Causes is a
compelling anthology that delves into the intricate dynamics of collective human behavior, exploring
how individual minds are swayed within the masses. This volume assembles ten seminal works that
dissect the psychological underpinnings and social implications of crowd behavior. From the rational
exploration of the primal instincts driving group dynamics to the philosophical debates on the
intersection of individuality and conformity, this collection represents a diverse range of literary
styles and insights. These works are a testament to the enduring significance of crowd psychology,
with each piece offering unique reflections on the social and psychological narratives that have
shaped human history. The contributing authors are luminaries from various eras, whose
groundbreaking theories continue to influence contemporary understanding of mass psychology.
Pioneers like Sigmund Freud bring psychological depth, while cultural analysts such as Gustave Le
Bon and political commentators like Walter Lippmann provide contextual frameworks relevant to
historical and modern zeitgeist shifts. Aligning with intellectual movements from the Enlightenment
to the early 20th century, this compilation enriches the reader's perspective, offering a
multidimensional view of how human behavior is interwoven with societal constructs. This anthology
presents an invaluable resource for readers invested in psychology, sociology, and history. CROWD
PSYCHOLOGY beckons those curious about how individual identity converges with group
consciousness, offering a rare opportunity to experience seminal thoughts across disciplines in a
single volume. Each piece invites introspection and dialogue among readers, enriching their
understanding of humanity's complexities within collective contexts. It is an essential addition to any
scholarly collection, sparking a renewed appreciation for the depth and diversity of crowd
psychology studies.

mob psychology queries: WHAT IS MOB MENTALITY? - 8 Essential Books on Crowd
Psychology Charles Mackay, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Gerald Stanley Lee, Gustave Le Bon, William
McDougall, Everett Dean Martin, Wilfred Trotter, 2024-01-17 WHAT IS MOB MENTALITY? - 8
Essential Books on Crowd Psychology, offers a penetrating exploration into the complex dynamics of
collective behavior and the psychological underpinnings of crowds. This anthology brings together a
compendium of seminal writings from pivotal thinkers, capturing a wide array of literary styles from
the philosophical profundities to empirical investigations. This collection traverses historical
contexts and cultural paradigms, challenging readers to rethink the boundaries of individual and
group psyche. Among the essays, readers will find thought-provoking analyses and profound insights
into the emotional contagion and the intricate interplay of identity and influence within crowds. The
anthology features the works of renowned authors such as Charles Mackay, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
and Gustave Le Bon, each contributing to the discourse from their distinct historical and cultural
vantage points. These scholars, alongside Gerald Stanley Lee, William McDougall, Everett Dean
Martin, and Wilfred Trotter, explore how mass movements shape history, echo societal fears, and
reflect human nature. Drawing from diverse intellectual traditions, from Enlightenment ideals to
modern psychological theories, the writings collectively illuminate the multifaceted dynamics of mob
mentality, enriching our understanding of socio-psychological phenomena. Readers are invited to
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immerse themselves in this multifaceted dialogue, a rare opportunity to comprehend crowd
psychology through varied lenses and epochs in one volume. Each contribution fosters critical
reflection, making this anthology an invaluable resource not only for academics and students but
also for anyone intrigued by the ever-relevant themes of collective identity and influence. Embark on
this intellectual journey to appreciate the educational depth and breadth of perspectives that
distinguish this collection.

mob psychology queries: Crowd psychology. Philosophical and Literary Works. Illustrated
Edition Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Gustave Le Bon, Sigmund Freud, Charles Mackay, Wilfred Trotter,
Everett Dean Martin, 2023-10-24 Crowd Psychology: Philosophical and Literary Works - Illustrated
Edition is a comprehensive collection that delves into the intricate dynamics of human behavior and
group psychology. This anthology assembles influential philosophical and literary works that explore
the collective consciousness of crowds, their impact on society, and the power of the masses.
Included in this edition are The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Crowd: A Study of
the Popular Mind by Gustave Le Bon, Group Psychology and The Analysis of the Ego by Sigmund
Freud, and Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds by Charles Mackay. In The
Social Contract, Rousseau contemplates the nature of legitimate authority and the social contract
that binds individuals into a collective body. His ideas on governance and the relationship between
the individual and the state remain influential in political philosophy. Gustave Le Bon's The Crowd is
a pioneering study of how crowds can exhibit unique behaviors and characteristics that differ from
those of individuals. Le Bon's exploration of the psychology of crowds offers profound insights into
their influence on culture, politics, and decision-making. Sigmund Freud's Group Psychology and
The Analysis of the Ego delves into the dynamics of group behavior and the impact of group
dynamics on the individual psyche. Freud's work explores the way in which individuals function
within a collective and the subconscious forces at play. Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the
Madness of Crowds by Charles Mackay is a fascinating study of historical examples of mass hysteria,
speculative bubbles, and popular delusions. Mackay's work serves as a cautionary exploration of the
irrational tendencies that can grip large groups of people. Jean-Jacques Rousseau. The Social
Contract Gustave Le Bon. The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind Gustave Le Bon. The Psychology
of Revolution Sigmund Freud. Group Psychology And The Analysis Of The Ego Charles Mackay.
Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds Wilfred Trotter. Instincts of the Herd in
Peace and War Everett Dean Martin. The Behavior of Crowds: A Psychological Study

mob psychology queries: The Phenomenon and Causes of Crowd Psychology (The
Complete Ten-Book Collection) Sigmund Freud, Charles Mackay, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Gerald
Stanley Lee, Gustave Le Bon, Walter Lippmann, William McDougall, Everett Dean Martin, Wilfred
Trotter, 2022-11-13 This edition includes: The Social Contract (Jean-Jacques Rousseau) The Crowd:
A Study of the Popular Mind (Gustave Le Bon) The Psychology of Revolution (Gustave Le Bon) Group
Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego (Sigmund Freud) Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the
Madness of Crowds (Charles Mackay) Instincts of the Herd in Peace and War (Wilfred Trotter) The
Behavior of Crowds: A Psychological Study (Everett Dean Martin) Public Opinion (Walter Lippmann)
Crowds: A Moving-Picture of Democracy (Gerald Stanley Lee) The Group Mind: A Sketch of the
Principles of Collective Psychology (William McDougall) Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a Francophone
Genevan philosopher, writer, and composer of the 18th century. Gustave Le Bon was a French
polymath whose areas of interest included anthropology, psychology, sociology, medicine, invention,
and physics. Sigmund Freud was an Austrian neurologist and the founder of psychoanalysis, a
clinical method for treating psychopathology through dialogue between a patient and a
psychoanalyst. Charles Mackay was a Scottish poet, journalist, author, anthologist, novelist, and
songwriter. Wilfred Trotter was an English surgeon, a pioneer in neurosurgery. He was also known
for his concept of the herd instinct. Everett Dean Martin was an American minister, writer,
journalist, instructor, lecturer and social psychologist. Walter Lippmann was an American writer,
reporter, and political commentator famous for being among the first to introduce the concept of
Cold War. Gerald Stanley Lee was an American Congregational clergyman and the author of



numerous books and essays. William McDougall was an early 20th century psychologist who spent
the first part of his career in the United Kingdom and the latter part in the USA.

mob psychology queries: The Psychology and Politics of the Collective Ruth Parkin-Gounelas,
2012-05-31 What are the psychological factors in operation when we form groups or crowds, and
how are these affected by socio-historical circumstances? History offers endless examples of
different forms of human collectivity, both private and public, small-scale and large: from the primal
horde to the modern nuclear family, from the Athenian polis to virtual internet communities. Within
the context of shifting social bonds in global culture, this book brings together debates on the left
from political philosophy, psychoanalysis, social psychology and media and cultural studies to
explore the logic of the formation of collective identities from a new theoretical perspective.
Challenging liberal-capitalist models of individualism, as well as postmodern identity politics,
analysts here turn to Continental philosophy (Lacan, Derrida, Agamben, Laclau, Badiou, among
others) in order to re-think collectivity in relation to questions of agency, alterity, affect, sovereignty,
the national imaginary and the biopolitical. In the aftermath of the great mass movements of the
twentieth century (Marxist-Leninism, Mao), which resulted in bureaucratic submission and the cult
of the State, the fate of our collective identity today raises urgent questions about the future of
collaborative activity, the role of mediating institutions in shaping mass psychology, what is at stake
in a radical democracy, and what happens in a crowd.

mob psychology queries: Books and Libraries in American Society during World War II Patti
Clayton Becker, 2013-09-13 World War II presented America's public libraries with the daunting
challenge of meeting new demands for war-related library services and materials with
Depression-weakened collections, inadequate budgets and demoralized staff, in addition to
continuing to serve the library's traditional clientele of women and children seeking recreational
reading. This work examines how libraries could respond to their communities need through the use
of numerous primary and secondary sources.

mob psychology queries: Explorations in Communication and History Barbie Zelizer,
2008-10-27 When and how do communication and history impact each other? How do disciplinary
perspectives affect what we know? Explorations in Communication and History addresses the link
between what we know and how we know it by tracking the intersection of communication and
history. Asking how each discipline has enhanced and hindered our understanding of the other, the
book considers what happens to what we know when disciplines engage. Through a critical
collection of essays written by top scholars in the field, the book addresses the engagement of
communication and history as it applies to the study of technology, audiences and journalism. A
comprehensive introduction by Barbie Zelizer contextualises these debates and makes a case for the
importance of disciplinary engagement for teaching as well as research in media and cultural studies
and each section has a brief introduction to contextualise the essays and highlight the issues they
raise, making this an invaluable collection for students and scholars alike.

mob psychology queries: The Magazine of History with Notes and Queries , 1908

mob psychology queries: Romantic Quest and Modern Query Tom Faw Driver, 1980 Issue
covers ; Romanticism, Vaudeville, Farce, Realism. Playwrights considered ; Ibsen, Strindberg,
Chekhov, Shaw, Goethe, Kleist, Pirandello, Brecht and Genet.

mob psychology queries: Strategic Approaches to Successful Crowdfunding Assadi,
Djamchid, 2015-12-02 This title is an IGI Global Core Reference for 2019 as it is one of the
best-selling reference books within the Business and Management subject area since 2016. This
publication provides the timeliest research from leading researchers in the United States, France,
United Kingdom, and Turkey on e-commerce, capital investment, peer-to-peer lending, digital
philanthropy, and virtual communities. Strategic Approaches to Successful Crowdfunding brings
together a collection of research-based chapters relating to the use of the social web to raise funds
and provide financial support for start-up companies, individual pursuits, and philanthropic
endeavors. Focusing on a diverse set of topics relating to e-commerce, capital investment,
peer-to-peer lending, digital philanthropy, and virtual communities, this timely publication is an



essential reference source for academicians, researchers, professionals, and graduate students
interested in understanding the dynamics, best practices, and managerial solutions for drawing
funds and financial support from online communities.

mob psychology queries: Global Macro Trading Greg Gliner, 2014-05-20 Brings global macro
trading down to earth for individual and professional traders, investors and asset managers, as well
being a useful reference handbook Global Macro Trading is an indispensable guide for traders and
investors who want to trade Global Macro - it provides Trading Strategies and overviews of the four
asset classes in Global Macro which include equities, currencies, fixed income and commodities.
Greg Gliner, who has worked for some of the largest global macro hedge funds, shares ways in
which an array of global macro participants seek to capitalize on this strategy, while also serving as
a useful reference tool. Whether you are a retail investor, manage your own portfolio, or a finance
professional, this book equips you with the knowledge and skills you need to capitalize in global
macro. Provides a comprehensive overview of global macro trading, which consists of portfolio
construction, risk management, biases and essentials to query building Equips the reader with
introductions and tools for each of the four asset classes; equities, currencies, fixed income and
commodities Arms you with a range of powerful global-macro trading and investing strategies, that
include introductions to discretionary and systematic macro Introduces the role of central banking,
importance of global macroeconomic data releases and demographics, as they relate to global macro
trading

mob psychology queries: Notes and Queries , 1887

mob psychology queries: SharePoint 2010 Six-in-One Chris Geier, Cathy Dew, Becky Bertram,
Raymond Mitchell, Wes Preston, Kenneth Schaefer, Andrew Clark, 2011-01-14 A team of SharePoint
authorities addresses the six most essential areas of SharePoint 2010 SharePoint enables Web sites
to host shared workspaces and is a leading solution for Enterprise Content Management. This book
serves as one-stop shopping for concise coverage on six key areas that you need to know in order to
get up and running with SharePoint 2010 quickly. After an introduction to the new features of
SharePoint 2010, the author team of SharePoint experts walk you through branding and
customization, workflow, business connectivity services, social networking and tools, the search
function, and development basics so you can get started using SharePoint immediately. SharePoint
2010 offers numerous exciting new features, including advancements in user interface
customization, development improvements, the benefits of Business Connectivity Services, and much
more Covers the primary functions of SharePoint, as well as enhancements and new features of the
latest version Reviews the SharePoint platform, branding and customization, workflow, business
connectivity services, social networking, tools, development basics, and more SharePoint 2010
Six-in-One helps you conquer the six key areas of SharePoint 2010 so that you can successfully take
advantage of the Microsoft SharePoint platform.

mob psychology queries: Double Your Money David L. Markstein, 1986

mob psychology queries: How Propaganda Became Public Relations Cory Wimberly,
2019-11-07 How Propaganda Became Public Relations pulls back the curtain on propaganda: how it
was born, how it works, and how it has masked the bulk of its operations by rebranding itself as
public relations. Cory Wimberly uses archival materials and wide variety of sources — Foucault’s
work on governmentality, political economy, liberalism, mass psychology, and history — to mount a
genealogical challenge to two commonplaces about propaganda. First, modern propaganda did not
originate in the state and was never primarily located in the state; instead, it began and flourished
as a for-profit service for businesses. Further, propaganda is not focused on public beliefs and does
not operate mainly through lies and deceit; propaganda is an apparatus of government that aims to
create the publics that will freely undertake the conduct its clients’ desire. Businesses have used
propaganda since the early twentieth century to construct the laboring, consuming, and voting
publics that they needed to secure and grow their operations. Over that time, corporations have
become the most numerous and well-funded apparatuses of government in the West, operating
privately and without democratic accountability. Wimberly explains why liberal strategies of




resistance have failed and a new focus on creating mass subjectivity through democratic means is
essential to countering propaganda. This book offers a sophisticated analysis that will be of interest
to scholars and advanced students working in social and political philosophy, Continental
philosophy, political communication, the history of capitalism, and the history of public relations.

mob psychology queries: The Liberal Magazine , 1939

mob psychology queries: Trading on Sentiment Richard L. Peterson, 2016-03-21 In his debut
book on trading psychology, Inside the Investor’s Brain, Richard Peterson demonstrated how
managing emotions helps top investors outperform. Now, in Trading on Sentiment, he takes you
inside the science of crowd psychology and demonstrates that not only do price patterns exist, but
the most predictable ones are rooted in our shared human nature. Peterson’s team developed text
analysis engines to mine data - topics, beliefs, and emotions - from social media. Based on that data,
they put together a market-neutral social media-based hedge fund that beat the S&P 500 by more
than twenty-four percent—through the 2008 financial crisis. In this groundbreaking guide, he shows
you how they did it and why it worked. Applying algorithms to social media data opened up an
unprecedented world of insight into the elusive patterns of investor sentiment driving repeating
market moves. Inside, you gain a privileged look at the media content that moves investors, along
with time-tested techniques to make the smart moves—even when it doesn’t feel right. This book
digs underneath technicals and fundamentals to explain the primary mover of market prices - the
global information flow and how investors react to it. It provides the expert guidance you need to
develop a competitive edge, manage risk, and overcome our sometimes-flawed human nature. Learn
how traders are using sentiment analysis and statistical tools to extract value from media data in
order to: Foresee important price moves using an understanding of how investors process news.
Make more profitable investment decisions by identifying when prices are trending, when trends are
turning, and when sharp market moves are likely to reverse. Use media sentiment to improve value
and momentum investing returns. Avoid the pitfalls of unique price patterns found in commodities,
currencies, and during speculative bubbles Trading on Sentiment deepens your understanding of
markets and supplies you with the tools and techniques to beat global markets— whether they’re
going up, down, or sideways.

mob psychology queries: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1934

mob psychology queries: Psychology Nevid, Jeffrey S. Nevid, 2003-06-09

mob psychology queries: London Crowds in the Reign of Charles II Tim Harris, 1987
Annotation A study of the political activities, attitudes and motives of ordinary London people in an
era of public confusion and anxiety. The author analyzes both the tumulus in the streets of Charles
II's capital and the war of words between loyal and factious Londoners that filled the air.
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