
orthodox iconography

orthodox iconography has captivated believers and art enthusiasts for
centuries, serving as a bridge between the spiritual and the visual. Renowned
for its deep symbolism, sacred traditions, and vibrant imagery, orthodox
iconography is integral to Eastern Orthodox Christian worship and culture.
This article delves into the origins, history, techniques, and spiritual
significance of orthodox iconography, exploring its role in liturgy, the
processes behind its creation, and the meaning of common symbols and themes.
Readers will discover how icons are used in churches and homes, the
theological foundations underpinning their design, and the critical
differences between Orthodox icons and other religious art forms. Whether you
are new to the subject or seeking a deeper understanding, this comprehensive
guide to orthodox iconography will illuminate its enduring importance and
artistic legacy.
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Origins and History of Orthodox Iconography

Orthodox iconography traces its roots to the early centuries of Christianity,
emerging as a vital form of religious expression in the Byzantine Empire.
Icons—sacred images of Christ, the Virgin Mary, saints, and biblical
scenes—became central to Orthodox worship and doctrine. The tradition was
shaped by theological debates, especially during the Iconoclastic Controversy
in the 8th and 9th centuries, when the use of religious images was challenged
and ultimately reaffirmed by the Church. Over time, orthodox iconography
evolved, drawing influences from Greco-Roman art, local Eastern styles, and
monastic communities. Today, it remains a living tradition, deeply embedded
in the spiritual and cultural life of Orthodox Christians.

Theological Foundations and Spiritual
Significance

Orthodox iconography is grounded in profound theological principles. Icons
are not merely decorative art; they are considered windows to the divine,
facilitating a spiritual encounter between the viewer and the heavenly realm.



The Seventh Ecumenical Council (787 AD) affirmed the veneration of icons,
emphasizing that honor given to images passes to their prototypes. The
theology of icons is rooted in the Incarnation, asserting that since God
became visible in Christ, visual representation is both permissible and
spiritually meaningful. Orthodox Christians believe that icons convey grace,
teach doctrine, and inspire prayer, making them essential to faith and
devotion.

Role in Orthodox Doctrine

Icons play a crucial role in Orthodox doctrine, symbolizing the unity of the
Church, the reality of salvation, and the sanctification of matter. The
Church maintains strict guidelines regarding iconography, ensuring that
images reflect canonical truth and spiritual purity. This doctrinal
foundation distinguishes orthodox iconography from other artistic traditions,
reinforcing its unique status within Christianity.

Techniques and Materials Used in Icon Painting

The creation of orthodox icons follows time-honored techniques, combining
artistry with spiritual discipline. Iconographers regard their work as a form
of prayer, adhering to established methods and symbolic conventions.
Traditional icons are painted on wooden panels using natural pigments, egg
tempera, and gold leaf. The process involves several stages, including
preparing the panel, sketching the image, layering colors, and applying
gilding. Each step is accompanied by prayers and rituals, emphasizing the
sacred nature of the craft.

Common Materials and Tools

Wooden panels (often linden or birch)

Gesso (a mixture of chalk and glue for priming)

Egg tempera (pigments mixed with egg yolk)

Gold leaf (for halos and backgrounds)

Fine brushes and styluses

These materials are chosen for their durability and symbolic meaning,
reflecting the tradition’s respect for both artistry and spirituality.

Stages of Icon Creation

Each icon is created through a sequence of carefully orchestrated steps. The
process begins with selecting and preparing the wood, followed by the
application of gesso and the drawing of the image. Pigments are layered in



translucent washes, building depth and luminosity. Gold leaf is applied to
signify divine light, and inscriptions are added to identify the holy
figures. The completed icon is blessed before being placed in a church or
home.

Symbolism and Common Themes in Orthodox Icons

Symbolism lies at the heart of orthodox iconography, with every element
conveying theological meaning. Colors, gestures, and compositions are
meticulously chosen to guide the viewer’s contemplation and understanding.
Icons depict scenes from the life of Christ, the Theotokos (Mother of God),
saints, and angels, using stylized forms that transcend naturalism.

Key Symbols and Their Meanings

Gold backgrounds: Symbolize the eternal, divine realm

Blue: Represents heaven and mystery

Red: Signifies divine love and martyrdom

Hand gestures: Express blessing, teaching, or prayer

Halos: Indicate sanctity and spiritual illumination

These symbols help viewers interpret the spiritual message of each icon,
fostering reverence and reflection.

Popular Icon Subjects

Orthodox iconography frequently features the Pantokrator (Christ Almighty),
the Virgin of Tenderness, the Annunciation, the Nativity, and scenes from the
lives of saints. Each depiction follows strict iconographic guidelines,
ensuring theological accuracy and spiritual integrity.

Role of Icons in Worship and Daily Life

Icons hold a central place in Orthodox liturgy and personal devotion. In
churches, icons adorn the iconostasis—a screen separating the altar—serving
as focal points for prayer and liturgical rituals. Believers venerate icons
by kissing, bowing, and lighting candles before them, expressing honor and
seeking intercession.

Icons in the Home



Many Orthodox Christians maintain home icon corners, setting aside space for
prayer and contemplation. Here, icons foster a sense of sacredness and
continuity with the liturgical life of the Church. Daily prayers, blessings,
and family rituals often center on these cherished images.

Notable Styles and Regional Variations

Orthodox iconography exhibits a rich diversity of styles across regions and
historical periods. Byzantine icons are renowned for their solemnity and
stylization, while Russian icons are noted for their vivid colors and
intricate detail. Greek, Serbian, Bulgarian, and Ethiopian traditions
contribute unique approaches, reflecting local culture and spiritual
emphases.

Major Schools of Iconography

Byzantine (Constantinople)

Russian (Novgorod, Moscow, and Palekh)

Greek (Crete and Athos)

Balkan (Serbian and Bulgarian)

Ethiopian

Each school has developed distinctive iconographic conventions, enriching the
overall tapestry of Orthodox sacred art.

Preservation and Modern Developments

Preserving orthodox iconography involves safeguarding ancient icons,
restoring damaged works, and teaching traditional techniques to new
generations. Museums, monasteries, and churches play vital roles in
conservation and education. Contemporary iconographers continue to create new
works, blending tradition with innovative expressions while maintaining
theological fidelity. Digital tools and global communication have expanded
access to iconographic resources, fostering renewed interest and appreciation
worldwide.

Challenges and Opportunities

Modern iconographers face challenges such as environmental degradation,
cultural shifts, and the need to balance authenticity with creativity. The
ongoing revival of orthodox iconography underscores its enduring relevance,
ensuring that its spiritual and artistic contributions remain vibrant for
future generations.



Trending Questions and Answers About Orthodox
Iconography

Q: What is the primary purpose of orthodox
iconography in the Eastern Orthodox Church?
A: Orthodox iconography serves as a visual theology, facilitating spiritual
reflection, teaching doctrine, and aiding worship. Icons are considered
windows to the divine, helping believers to encounter and venerate holy
figures.

Q: How are orthodox icons different from Western
Christian religious art?
A: Orthodox icons are characterized by strict adherence to theological and
artistic conventions, emphasizing symbolism over realism. Unlike much Western
religious art, icons aim to convey spiritual truths rather than naturalistic
representation.

Q: What materials are traditionally used in the
creation of orthodox icons?
A: Traditional icons are painted on wooden panels using natural pigments
mixed with egg yolk (egg tempera), gold leaf for backgrounds, and gesso for
priming. These materials symbolize the sacredness and durability of the icon.

Q: Why do orthodox icons feature stylized, non-
realistic figures?
A: The stylization in orthodox iconography transcends earthly reality, aiming
to represent the spiritual nature of holy figures. This approach emphasizes
theological truths rather than physical likeness.

Q: What is the significance of the iconostasis in
Orthodox churches?
A: The iconostasis is a screen adorned with icons, separating the altar from
the nave in Orthodox churches. It serves as a visual and spiritual focal
point during liturgy, symbolizing the connection between heaven and earth.

Q: Can anyone create orthodox icons, or is special
training required?
A: Creating orthodox icons is considered a sacred craft, often requiring
formal training in iconography, familiarity with theological guidelines, and
spiritual preparation. Many iconographers view their work as a form of prayer
and devotion.



Q: What are some common themes depicted in orthodox
iconography?
A: Common themes include images of Christ Pantokrator, the Virgin Mary,
angels, saints, and key biblical events such as the Annunciation and the
Resurrection.

Q: How are icons used in personal and family
devotion?
A: Orthodox Christians often set up icon corners in their homes, using icons
as focal points for daily prayers, blessings, and family rituals. These
practices reinforce spiritual connection outside of church settings.

Q: How do modern techniques impact the tradition of
orthodox iconography?
A: While traditional methods remain central, some modern iconographers use
new materials and digital tools. However, theological fidelity and adherence
to canonical styles continue to guide the creation of icons.

Q: What steps are taken to preserve ancient orthodox
icons?
A: Preservation involves careful restoration, climate control, and protective
measures in museums, monasteries, and churches. Education and transmission of
traditional techniques also play a crucial role in safeguarding this sacred
art form.
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  orthodox iconography: The Orthodox Icon and Postmodern Art C.A. Tsakiridou,
2024-08-29 This study examines the theories of postmodern visuality and representation and
identifies concepts that resonate with Orthodox theology and iconography. C.A. Tsakiridou frees the
Orthodox icon from iconological precepts that limit its aesthetic and expressive range. The book’s
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Theotokos. Like the ascetical concept of nepsis, it has aesthetic implications. Intermedial qualities
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present in iconography, photography, and cinema help explain how icons become hosts to
transcendent realities and how their experience in Orthodox liturgy and devotion has anticipated
and resolved the postmodern disorientation of visuality and representation. The book will be of
interest to scholars working in art history, postmodernism, philosophy, theology, religion, and
gender studies.
  orthodox iconography: Orthodox Iconography Constantine Cavarnos, 1977 Four essays
dealing with the history of Orthodox iconography, the iconographic decoration of churches, the
functions of icons, and the theology and aesthetics of Byzantine iconography. In addition, three
appendixes containing authoritative early Christian texts on icons, explanations of the techniques of
iconography, and a discussion of two Russian books on icons.
  orthodox iconography: Icons and Saints of the Eastern Orthodox Church Alfredo Tradigo, 2006
An icon (from the Greek word eikon, image) is a wooden panel painting of a holy person or scene
from Orthodox Christianity, the religion of the Byzantine Empire that is practiced today mainly in
Greece and Russia. It was believed that these works acted as intermediaries between worshipers
and the holy personages they depicted. Their pictorial language is stylized and primarily symbolic,
rather than literal and narrative. Indeed, every attitude, pose, and color depicted in an icon has a
precise meaning, and their painters--usually monks--followed prescribed models from iconographic
manuals. The goal of this book is to catalogue the vast heritage of images according to iconographic
type and subject, from the most ancient at the Monastery of Saint Catherine in the Sinai to those
from Greece, Constantinople, and Russia. Chapters focus on the role of icons in the Orthodox liturgy
and on common iconic subjects, including the fathers and saints of the Eastern Church and the life
of Jesus and his followers. As with other volumes in the Guide to Imagery series, this book includes a
wealth of color illustrations in which details are called out for discussion.
  orthodox iconography: The Meaning of Icons Léonide Ouspensky, Vladimir Lossky, 1982
The nature of the icon cannot be grasped by means of pure art criticism, nor by the adoption of a
sentimental point of view. Its forms are based on the wisdom contained in the theological and
liturgical writings of the Eastern Orthodox Church and are imtimately bound up with the experience
of the contemplative life. The present work is the first of its kind to give a reliable introduction to the
spiritual background of this art. The introduction into the meaning and language of the icons by
Ouspensky imparts to us in an admirable way the spiritual conceptions of the Eastern Orthodox
Church which are often so foreign to us, but without the knowledge of which we cannot possibly
understand the world of the icon. -- Back cover.
  orthodox iconography: The Mystical Language of Icons Solrunn Nes, 2009-04-10 Solrunn Nes,
one of Europe's most admired iconographers, illuminates the world of Christian icons, explaining the
motifs, gestures, and colors common to these profound symbols of faith. Nes explores in depth a
number of famous icons, including those of the Greater Feasts, the Mother of God, and a number of
the better-known saints, enriching her discussion with references to Scripture, early Christian
writings, and liturgy. She also leads readers through the process and techniques of icon painting,
showing each step with photographs, and includes more than fifty of her own original works of art.
  orthodox iconography: The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought Adrian Hastings,
Alistair Mason, Hugh S. Pyper, 2000-12-21 Embracing the viewpoints of Catholic, Protestant, or
Orthodox thinkers, of conservatives, liberals, radicals, and agnostics, Christianity today is anything
but monolithic or univocal. In The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought, general editor Adrian
Hastings has tried to capture a sense of the great diversity of opinion that swirls about under the
heading of Christian thought. Indeed, the 260 contributors, who hail from twenty countries,
represent as wide a range of perspectives as possible.Here is a comprehensive and authoritative
(though not dogmatic) overview of the full spectrum of Christian thinking. Within its 600
alphabetically arranged entries, readers will find lengthy survey articles on the history of Christian
thought, on national and regional traditions, and on various denominations, from Anglican to
Unitarian. There is ample coverage of Eastern thought as well, examining the Christian tradition in
China, Japan, India, and Africa. The contributors examine major theological topics such as



resurrection, the Eucharist, and grace as well as controversial issues such as homosexuality and
abortion. In addition, short entries illuminate symbols such as water and wine, and there are many
profiles of leading theologians, of non-Christians who have deeply influenced Christian thinking,
including Aristotle and Plato, and of literary figures such as Dante, Milton, and Tolstoy. Most articles
end with a list of suggested readings and the book features a large number of cross-references.The
Oxford Companion to Christian Thought is an indispensable guide to one of the central strands of
Western culture. An essential volume for all Christians, it is a thoughtful gift for the holidays.
  orthodox iconography: Icons and the Liturgy, East and West Nicholas Denysenko, 2017-11-15
Icons and the Liturgy, East and West: History, Theology, and Culture is a collection of nine essays
developed from papers presented at the 2013 Huffington Ecumenical Institute’s symposium “Icons
and Images,” the first of a three-part series on the history and future of liturgical arts in Catholic
and Orthodox churches. Catholic and Orthodox scholars and practitioners gathered at Loyola
Marymount University to present papers discussing the history, theology, ecclesiology, and
hermeneutics of iconology, sacred art, and sacred space in the Orthodox and Catholic traditions.
Nicholas Denysenko’s book offers two significant contributions to the field of Eastern and Western
Christian traditions: a critical assessment of the status of liturgical arts in postmodern Catholicism
and Orthodoxy and an analysis of the continuity with tradition in creatively engaging the creation of
sacred art and icons. The reader will travel to Rome, Byzantium, Armenia, Chile, and to other parts
of the world, to see how Christians of yesterday and today have experienced divine encounters
through icons. Theologians and students of theology and religious studies, art historians, scholars of
Eastern Christian Studies, and Catholic liturgists will find much to appreciate in these pages.
Contributors: Nicholas Denysenko, Robert Taft, S.J., Thomas M. Lucas, S.J., Bissera V. Pentcheva,
Kristin Noreen, Christina Maranci, Dorian Llywelyn, S.J., Michael Courey, and Andriy Chirovsky.
  orthodox iconography: The Ecumenical Work of the Icon Hilda Kleiman, 2018-09-27 The
Ecumenical Work of the Icon is an invitation to the students and faculties of Catholic seminaries to
be a part of the tradition of the icon through the lens of ecumenis. With a view of ecumenism as lived
in both the Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions, the visual theological language of the icon may
be engaged more fully and respectfully, thus enriching the theological education and future ministry
of those who learn and teach in a Catholic setting. In the third portion of the book, readers are
offered multiple practical pedagogical examples of how to integrate teaching and learning about the
icon into seminary courses and beyond, including writing assignments, oral presentations, and
hands-on activities.
  orthodox iconography: Phenomenology of the Icon Stephanie Rumpza, 2023-08-31 How can
something finite mediate an infinite God? Weaving patristics, theology, art history, aesthetics, and
religious practice with the hermeneutic phenomenology of Hans-George Gadamer and Jean-Luc
Marion, Stephanie Rumpza proposes a new answer to this paradox by offering a fresh and original
approach to the Byzantine icon. She demonstrates the power and relevance of the phenomenological
method to integrate hermeneutic aesthetics and divine transcendence, notably how the material and
visual dimensions of the icon are illuminated by traditional practices of prayer. Rumpza's study
targets a problem that is a major fault line in the continental philosophy of religion – the integrity of
finite beings I relation to a God that transcends them. For philosophers, her book demonstrates the
relevance of a cherished religious practice of Eastern Christianity. For art historians, she proposes a
novel philosophical paradigm for understanding the icon as it is approached in practice.
  orthodox iconography: The Image of God the Father in Orthodox Theology and
Iconography Steven Bigham, Stéphane Bigham, 1995 An important set of readings, including the
most detailed Images of God the Father in Orthodox Iconography, which discusses traditional
prohibitions of depictions of God the Father, discussions of authentic iconography, the spirituality of
Orthodox iconography, iconographic canons; Gregory Palamas and Gregory of Nyssa regarding
iconography; iconography and the non-Orthodox.
  orthodox iconography: The Icon Painter's Handbook Ian Knowles, 2023-06-01 This
handbook is an in depth introduction to the theory and practice of Byzantine icon painting in egg



tempera. The aim is to help all students aspire to create icons that are both sound theologically
while being aesthetically beautiful. This volume focuses on the Face of Christ, especially in the
Mandolin icon, and covers all the basics of icon painting. Subsequent volumes are planned which
will look at the figure and the Kyykotissa icon, the design of festal icons, backgrounds and buildings
. This handbook uses dozens of precisely chosen, clear illustrations, gives precise recipes for colours
and mixtures, provides step by step instructions to follow, and links directly to video demonstrations
which show some of the most difficult processes close up. It puts the practical aspects of icon
painting in a clear historical and theological framework, introducing the application of the timeless
principles on which the aesthetics of icon painting are built. As art for the Church's Liturgy, icon
painting calls for the highest aesthetic standards and this book aims to help make that achievable for
the average committed student. Icon painting is presented here as a vocation, rather than a hobby or
an interesting artistic technique though this handbook will be of interest to anyone drawn to the
world of the Byzantine liturgy and its icons. By encouraging students to do more than simply copy
good examples from the past but to understand how the medieval Christian artist understood what
he or she was doing and how they put that into practice, this handbook brings the world of the
Byzantine artist back to life. Icon painting is opened up as a living art form for today's Church. The
author, who has theology degrees from Oxford University and Heythrop College in London, has
many years of icon teaching experience, founding the Bethlehem Icon School in 2010 at the
Emmanuel Greek Catholic Monastery in Bethlehem, where he continues to teach from time to time.
This handbook began as handouts for his students on the Prince's School of Traditional Arts icon
painting course, while that was being run at the Bethlehem Icon Centre in Palestine, and has finally
emerged as a companion to the online Academy Course in Icon Painting and for members of the
Arbor Vitae Icon Academy which the author established during the Covid pandemic.
  orthodox iconography: Festival Icons for the Christian Year John Baggley, 2000 The Christian
year is full of great feasts, such as Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. Beautifully illustrated with
colour plates, Festival Icons for the Christian Year introduces the general reader to the most
important icons of the Orthodox Church associated with these major festivals, accompanied by
words of prayer and liturgy. Discussion of each festival includes background information, extracts
from the associated liturgical texts, detailed analysis of the icon illustrated with information about
its development, and comment on the theological and spiritual significance of the festival and its
icon.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved
  orthodox iconography: Icons of Space Jelena Bogdanović, 2021-07-26 Icons of Space:
Advances in Hierotopy brings together important scholars of Byzantine religion, art, and
architecture, to honour the work of renowned art historian Alexei Lidov. As well as his numerous
publications, Lidov is well known for developing the concept of hierotopy, an innovative approach for
studying the creation of sacred spaces. Hierotopy and the related concepts of ‘spatial icons’ and
‘image-paradigms’ emphasize fundamental questions about icons, including what defines them as
structures, spaces, and experiences. Chapters in this volume engage with the overarching theme of
icons of space by employing, contrasting, and complementing methods of hierotopy with more
traditional approaches such as iconography. Examinations of icons have traditionally been
positioned within strictly historical, theological, socio-economic, political, and art history domains,
but this volume poses epistemological questions about the creation of sacred spaces that are instead
inclusive of multi-layered iconic ideas and the lived experiences of the creators and beholders of
such spaces. This book contributes to image theory and theories of architecture and sacred space.
Simultaneously, it moves beyond colonial studies that predominantly focus on questions of religion
and politics as expressions of privileged knowledge and power. This book will appeal to scholars and
students of Byzantine history, as well as those interested in hierotopy and art history.
  orthodox iconography: Alter Icons Jefferson J. A. Gatrall, Douglas M. Greenfield, 2010 A
collection of essays by eleven scholars of Russian history, art, literature, cinema, philosophy, and
theology that track key shifts in the production, circulation, and consumption of the Russian icon



from Peter the Great's Enlightenment to the post-Soviet revival of the Orthodox Church--Provided by
publisher.
  orthodox iconography: Orthodox Preaching as the Oral Icon of Christ James Kenneth Hamrick,
2015-03-15 Father James K. Hamrick is a priest in the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
North America and currently serves as the founding pastor of St. John the Baptist Mission in
Lewistown, Maryland. During his two decades of pastoral ministry, Father James has received
numerous invitations to preach and speak at various venues. His sermons are aired each Sunday
morning on The Source Christian Radio (AM 1450 and at www.wthu.org) where he had previously
served as a founding member of the radio station’s Board of Directors. Father James holds masters’
degrees from Holy Trinity Theological College & Seminary and from the University of Balamand. He
is a life member of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, a Knight of the Order of St. Ignatius of
Antioch, and a member of the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius in Oxford, England. Father
James and his wife, Pamela, reside in Thurmont, Maryland, and enjoy visits from their four grown
children and young granddaughters. Father James may be reached at frjameshamrick@gmail.com.
In a relativistic postmodern age that is skeptical of propositional truth claims but that is “wired” for
images and stories, the iconic nature of Orthodox preaching offers a compelling answer for
effectively communicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Though preaching styles have varied widely
across history and cultures, it is Orthodox preaching, by virtue of its faithfulness to the sacred
apostolic and patristic traditions, its integral connection to the sacramental and liturgical life of the
Church, and its functioning in tandem with Orthodox spirituality which conveys itself as iconic.
Orthodox Preaching as the Oral Icon of Christ addresses the current crisis of preaching in our age
and approaches the homiletical discipline from an iconological perspective, revealing how Orthodox
preaching sacramentally mediates the presence of the Risen Lord in the midst of the assembly
through artful and imaginative word images whereby lives are personally touched and transformed.
Just as Orthodox icons are understood to be “windows into heaven,” so effective Orthodox preaching
may be understood to transport the listener into the realm of the Holy where lives may be
interpreted and transfigured in the light of the Gospel and indeed in the very presence of Christ.
  orthodox iconography: Christentum und Europa Michael Meyer-Blanck, 2019-02-01 Vom 10.
bis 13. September 2017 veranstaltete die Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft für Theologie den XVI.
Europäischen Kongress für Theologie an der Theologischen Fakultät der Universität Wien. Der
Kongress stand unter dem Thema Christentum und Europa und beschäftigte sich mit der Frage,
welche Gestalt der europäische Kontinent dem Selbstverständnis des Christentums gegeben hat und
welche aktuelle und zukünftige Bedeutung der christliche Glaube für die europäische Identität hat.
Am ersten Tag ging es um das Christentum in der europäischen Geschichte, am zweiten um das
Christentum in der europäischen Pluralität und am dritten um das Christentum in der europäischen
Wissenskultur; im Mittelpunkt der Eröffnungsveranstaltung standen religiöse Vielfalt und Teilhabe
im Einwanderungsland Österreich. Der Band dokumentiert die Plenar- und Sektionsvorträge des
Kongresses. [Christianity and Europe. XVIth European Congress for Theology] From September 10
to 13, 2017, the Scientific Society for Theology organized the XVIth European Congress for Theology
at the Theological Faculty of the Vienna University. The congress, under the theme Christianity and
Europe, dealt with the question which specific self- image Christianity has been given by the
European continent and what could be the current and future impact of the Christian faith on
European identity. The subthemes of the three days were Christianity in European history,
Christianity within European plurality, and Christianity in European knowledge culture. The opening
event focused on the theme of religious diversity and participation in Austria, regarded as an
immigration country. The volume documents the plenary and session presentations of the congress.
  orthodox iconography: Last Judgment Iconography in the Carpathians John-Paul Himka,
2009-01-01 Few subjects in Christianity have inspired artists as much as the last judgment. Last
Judgment Iconography in the Carpathians examines images of the last judgment from the fifteenth
century to the present in the Carpathian mountain region of Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia, and
Romania, as a way to consider history free from the traditional frameworks and narratives of



nations. Over ten years, John-Paul Himka studied last-judgment images throughout the Carpathians
and found a distinctive and transnational blending of Gothic, Byzantine, and Novgorodian art in the
region. Piecing together the story of how these images were produced and how they developed,
Himka traces their origins on linden boards and their evolution on canvas and church walls. Tracing
their origins with monks, he follows these images' increased popularity as they were commissioned
by peasants and shepherds whose tastes so shocked bishops that they ordered the destruction of
depictions of sexual themes and grotesque forms of torture. A richly illustrated and detailed account
of history through a style of art, Last Judgment Iconography in the Carpathians will find a receptive
audience with art historians, religious scholars, and slavists.
  orthodox iconography: T&T Clark Handbook of Theology and the Arts Stephen M.
Garrett, Imogen Adkins, 2025-04-24 This volume presents the theology-arts conversation from a
distinctly Christian perspective, as a witness of the Gospel of Christ to the world. A widespread
interest in the historical, socio-cultural and political embeddedness of theology and the arts
permeates it. This theme of embeddedness tracks through several overarching and interlocking
concerns: the relationship between form and content (in both art and theology), the intensification of
the metaphysical and the theological (contra materialist and positivist reductionisms), the expansion
of the epistemological possibilities of the theology-art conversation, and a robust understanding of
the world as the theatre of God's glory. Several chapters have been co-written by theologians and
artists as part of demonstrating the kind of conversation that this book commends. A thorough-going
commitment to Scripture is also woven into the many different habits of thought represented in this
volume. Part I surveys different approaches to the theology-arts conversation. Part II focuses on how
particular art forms bring theological issues to the surface and how theological and denominational
traditions shape the making and receiving of the arts. Part III delves into key topics in the current
theology-arts scene and asks how artistic and theological performance can both speak to theological
and artistic knowing, and help to celebrate and interrogate embodied, lived reality.
  orthodox iconography: Creaturely Theology David Clough, 2013-02-11 Creaturely Theology is
a ground-breaking scholarly collection of essays that maps out the agenda for the future study of the
theology of the non-human and the post-human. A wide range of first-rate contributors show that
theological reflection on non-human animals and related issues are an important though hitherto
neglected part of the agenda of Christian theology and related disciplines. The book offers a genuine
interdisciplinary conversation between theologians, philosophers and scientists and will be a
standard text on the theology of non-human animals for years to come. Contributors include: Esther
D. Reed (Exeter), Rachel Muers (Leeds), Stephen Clark (Liverpool), Neil Messer (Lampeter), Peter
Scott (Manchester), Michael Northcott (Edinburgh), Christopher Southgate (Exeter)
  orthodox iconography: Chrysostomosbilder in 1600 Jahren Martin Wallraff, Rudolf
Brändle, 2008-08-27 Johannes Chrysostomos ist über Jahrhunderte und bis heute in erstaunlicher
Weise Projektionsfläche unterschiedlicher christlicher Identitätskonstruktionen. Seine
Lebensgeschichte und vor allem seine Wirkungsgeschichte sind von größerer Bedeutung als seine
Theologie. Der Band fragt deshalb nach den prägenden Bildern, die von dieser Persönlichkeit im
Umlauf waren und sind, und nach ihrer Funktion in verschiedenen kulturellen und theologischen
Diskursen. Der Band geht auf eine Basler Tagung im Januar 2007 zurück. Die Autoren kommen aus
unterschiedlichen nationalen, konfessionellen und wissenschaftlichen Traditionen. Diese Pluralität
der Zugänge erweist sich für diese spezifische Fragestellung als besonders fruchtbar. Besonderer
Wert wird auf die Einbindung der byzantinischen Kultur- bzw. orthodoxen Konfessionstradition
gelegt.
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