
nwea percentile chart
nwea percentile chart is an essential tool for educators, parents, and students seeking to
understand student achievement and growth in academic subjects. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the NWEA percentile chart, explaining what it is, how it works,
and why it is important for interpreting MAP test scores. Readers will learn about the
structure and purpose of NWEA MAP assessments, how percentiles are calculated, and
how they can be used to guide instruction and student support. We’ll break down the
chart’s components, discuss its applications for various stakeholders, and offer practical
tips for using percentile data effectively. Whether you’re an educator analyzing student
progress or a parent striving to understand your child’s academic performance, this guide
is designed to be informative, authoritative, and easy to follow. Continue reading to unlock
the details and best practices surrounding the NWEA percentile chart.
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Understanding the NWEA Percentile Chart

The NWEA percentile chart is a statistical representation of student performance on the
MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) assessment. This chart allows educators and
parents to compare a student’s score to those of peers across the nation. By using
percentiles, the chart gives a clear indication of where a student stands relative to others
who took the same test. For example, if a student is in the 75th percentile, it means they
scored higher than 75% of students in the same grade level and testing season.

Percentile charts are particularly useful because they translate raw test scores into an
easily understandable metric. Instead of focusing solely on the RIT (Rasch Unit) score,
which may be less familiar, stakeholders can use percentiles to gauge achievement and
growth. Percentile rankings are updated regularly to reflect national norms, ensuring that
the data remains relevant and accurate.



What Is the NWEA MAP Assessment?

The NWEA MAP assessment is a computer-adaptive test designed to measure student
growth and proficiency in subjects such as math, reading, and language usage.
Administered by the Northwest Evaluation Association, MAP tests adjust the difficulty of
questions based on student responses, providing a personalized assessment experience.

Key Features of MAP Assessments

Computer-adaptive format for individualized testing

Measures growth over time and proficiency levels

Applicable in math, reading, and language usage

Provides RIT scores and percentile rankings

Used widely across K-12 schools in the United States

MAP assessments are typically administered multiple times per year, allowing educators
to monitor progress and adjust instruction as needed. The test’s adaptive nature ensures
that students are appropriately challenged, regardless of their current skill level.

How Percentiles Are Calculated

Percentiles on the NWEA MAP test are calculated by comparing a student’s RIT score to
the scores of a representative national sample of students. NWEA collects extensive data
and updates national norms every few years to reflect current student performance
trends. The percentile rank indicates the percentage of students in the norm group who
scored at or below a specific RIT score.

Steps in Calculating Percentiles

Student completes the MAP assessment and receives a RIT score.1.

RIT score is matched to national norms for the same grade and testing season.2.

The percentile rank is assigned based on how the score compares to the norm group.3.

This system enables stakeholders to quickly determine if a student is performing above,



below, or at the national average, offering a reliable benchmark for academic
achievement.

Interpreting the NWEA Percentile Chart

The NWEA percentile chart typically displays percentile ranks alongside corresponding
RIT scores for each grade level and subject area. Interpreting the chart requires
understanding the context of the percentile: a higher percentile means better performance
relative to peers, while a lower percentile may indicate a need for additional support.

Common Percentile Ranges and Their Meaning

1st–24th percentile: Below average performance

25th–74th percentile: Average performance

75th–99th percentile: Above average performance

It’s important to consider that percentiles do not measure mastery of specific skills but
rather relative performance. Educators and parents often use the chart as a starting point
for deeper analysis of student strengths and growth areas.

Applications of NWEA Percentiles in Education

Percentile data from the NWEA MAP test is used in various educational settings to inform
instruction, set goals, and monitor student progress. School administrators, teachers, and
parents rely on percentile charts to make data-driven decisions that support student
achievement.

Uses for Educators

Identifying students who need intervention or enrichment

Setting realistic academic goals based on national norms

Tracking growth across multiple testing periods

Communicating performance to parents and stakeholders



Percentile ranks also help schools evaluate the effectiveness of instructional programs and
allocate resources more efficiently. By analyzing trends across groups of students,
educators can adapt teaching strategies to better meet learning needs.

Uses for Parents and Students

Understanding how a child’s score compares nationally

Identifying areas for improvement or strengths to celebrate

Setting personalized learning goals

Monitoring progress over time

Percentile charts provide a transparent way for parents and students to interpret test
results, promoting collaboration between home and school.

Common Misconceptions and Limitations

While the NWEA percentile chart is a valuable resource, it is important to recognize its
limitations and common misconceptions. Percentile ranks do not measure mastery of
curriculum standards or specific competencies. They offer a comparative snapshot rather
than an absolute measure of knowledge.

Misconceptions

Assuming percentiles indicate grade-level mastery

Interpreting percentiles as fixed indicators of ability

Overlooking the impact of testing conditions or student effort

Percentile data should be used alongside other assessment tools for a holistic view of
student learning. Relying solely on percentile ranks can lead to misinterpretation or
missed opportunities for targeted support.

Tips for Using Percentile Data Effectively

To maximize the benefits of NWEA percentile charts, educators and parents should



approach the data thoughtfully. Combining percentile information with other assessment
results and classroom observations provides a more accurate picture of student
achievement.

Effective Strategies

Review percentile charts regularly to monitor progress and trends.1.

Discuss results with students to set realistic goals and foster motivation.2.

Use percentile data to inform differentiated instruction and intervention planning.3.

Communicate results transparently with families, emphasizing growth and effort.4.

Consider the whole child, integrating academic, social, and emotional factors in5.
decision making.

By using percentile data as one part of a comprehensive assessment system, schools and
families can support student growth effectively.

Summary of Key Takeaways

The NWEA percentile chart is a powerful tool for understanding student achievement and
growth. By translating RIT scores into percentile ranks, it offers a meaningful comparison
to national norms. Educators, parents, and students can use the chart to set goals, track
progress, and identify areas needing support or enrichment. However, it is crucial to use
percentile data responsibly, recognizing its limitations and integrating it with other
assessment measures for a well-rounded view of student learning.

Q: What is the NWEA percentile chart used for?
A: The NWEA percentile chart is used to compare a student’s MAP test score with those of
peers nationwide, helping educators and parents understand student achievement and
growth relative to national norms.

Q: How do I interpret my child’s percentile rank from
the NWEA MAP test?
A: Percentile rank tells you the percentage of students in the same grade and testing
season who scored at or below your child’s score. For instance, a 60th percentile means
your child scored higher than 60% of students.



Q: What does a RIT score mean on the NWEA MAP
assessment?
A: The RIT score is a scale score indicating the level of difficulty at which the student is
answering questions correctly. It is used to calculate the percentile rank by comparing to
national norms.

Q: Are percentile ranks the same as grade-level
mastery?
A: No, percentile ranks show relative performance among peers, not mastery of grade-
level content or standards.

Q: How often are NWEA percentile charts updated?
A: NWEA updates its national norms and percentile charts every few years to reflect
current student performance and ensure accuracy.

Q: Can percentile ranks help identify students for
intervention or enrichment?
A: Yes, educators often use percentile ranks to spot students who may benefit from
additional support or advanced learning opportunities.

Q: What is considered an average percentile on the
NWEA MAP test?
A: Percentile ranks between the 25th and 74th percentiles are typically considered
average performance.

Q: Should I be concerned if my child’s percentile is low?
A: A low percentile can indicate the need for additional support, but it’s important to
consider other assessment data and classroom performance for a complete picture.

Q: Are NWEA MAP percentiles affected by testing
conditions?
A: Yes, factors like student effort, testing environment, and familiarity with the test format
can influence percentile ranks.



Q: How can I use NWEA percentile data to support my
child’s learning?
A: Review the data with your child, set achievable goals, and work with teachers to
address areas of need or celebrate strengths based on the percentile information.
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  nwea percentile chart: Curriculum Alignment David A. Squires, 2009 One of the few books
that takes a holistic look at alignment and helps clarify the definition of alignment. Squires helped
increase my knowledge as an instructional leader and showed me that alignment can be a valuable
tool when used with real intent. The book engaged me in authentic reflection on my professional
practice.--Margarete Couture, PrincipalSouth Seneca Central School District, NY Use the power of
alignment to strengthen curriculum and raise student achievement! Aligning what is taught, written,
and tested can be a powerful, systemic way of improving school performance. This guidebook,
written by a long-time educator and proponent of curriculum alignment, demonstrates how to apply
specific principles and recommendations to improve curriculum, instruction, and test scores. This
resource offers school and district administrators and curriculum specialists concrete, practical
guidance for aligning curriculum and instruction with state standards and assessments to improve
teaching and learning. The author offers research-based strategies that reinforce the importance of
curriculum alignment and shows how districts can: Use alignment as a major curriculum design
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raising test results and student outcomes Connect school policy with continuous school improvement
Meet the requirements of No Child Left Behind Comprehensive, thoughtful, and realistic,
Curriculum Alignment offers a wide range of approaches to appeal to educators at every level.
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than just drop everything and read – it is a gateway to writing, critical thinking, discussion, and
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founder of Project LIT Community, believes in the power of independent reading not only to turn
around the reading attitudes of students but also to help them achieve huge gains in all areas of
literacy, learning, and civic engagement. Many teachers have pushed aside independent reading in
the time crunch to teach all the content and skills in the curriculum — or because of pressure to stay
true to a traditional literary canon. Instead of looking at it as either/or, Just Read It shows teachers
how to make independent reading yes, and. Dr. Amato’s Read and WRAP (write, reflect, analyze,
participate) framework helps teachers cultivate meaningful learning experiences with daily
dedication of independent reading time, followed by writing, reflection, conversation, and
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community-building lessons and activities. With thoughtful, student-centered structures and
strategies to sustain independent reading success, this book Provides detailed insights on
transforming the principles of access, choice, time, and community into actions Shows how to
support student interests and varied reading levels Offers ready-to-go activities to initiate Read and
WRAP routines at the start of the school year, keep momentum going, and finish the year strong to
ensure continued literacy growth Demonstrates how to leverage student feedback to fine-tune the
Read and WRAP routines Discusses various options for incorporating independent and whole-class
novels into the curriculum Offers a game plan to level up IR, including how to launch and lead a
Project LIT chapter We live in a time when choosing what we read is critically important, and this
book offers all the tools teachers need to guide students along the path to true literacy. Just Read It
is perfect for anyone who believes in the power of books to change students’ lives and nurture a
life-long love for reading.
  nwea percentile chart: Longitudinal Academic Growth and the Kindergarten Schedule Gayle
Shovein Walkowiak, 2007
  nwea percentile chart: International Perspectives on Educational Administration using
Educational Inquiry Abdulrasheed Olowoselu, Areej ElSayary, 2024-08-02 This edited volume sets
out the current issues that face educational administrative processes and resources across the globe
and provides implication‐lead responses for how best to tackle new challenges that arise. Featuring
contributions and perspectives from the UAE, Nigeria, Malaysia, Indonesia, Portugal, Spain, Iran
and the United States, this diverse and truly international volume discusses the management of
resources, tasks and communication key to the smooth running of educational institutions. Divided
into four distinct parts, the chapters examine educational administration from theoretical,
conceptual and empirical angles, focusing on theories, administrative procedures, decision support
systems and management techniques in educational administration, as well as reward management
and digital leadership. This book bridges the gap in educational administration by showcasing new
trends across many countries and examining the role of theory in the field using examples of
classical and contemporary approaches, systems theory, leadership theory, and theories of change
and innovation. Ultimately presenting a problem‐solving approach to the current educational
administrative situation globally, this volume will be of interest to researchers, scholars and faculty
members involved with education administration research, educational administration theory and
leadership. Practitioners working on educational process improvement and organizational studies
will also benefit from the volume.
  nwea percentile chart: The Future of Tutoring Liz Cohen, 2025-09-03 The inspiring story of
the high-impact tutoring movement and its revitalization of the post-pandemic classroom Public
education isn’t a sector known for quick change, but the COVID-19 pandemic turned schools into
labs of innovation nationwide. By the pandemic’s end, a remarkable number of K–12 classrooms had
come to embrace tutoring, particularly “high-impact tutoring” and its adaptable design. In The
Future of Tutoring, Liz Cohen looks back at a unique revolution and finds that, with effective buy-in
and thoughtful implementation, tutoring programs can improve academic performance for all
students. Within a year into the pandemic, 10,000 US school districts were offering some sort of
tutoring initiative after years of almost none. The lessons learned are vast. Traveling to Ohio,
Louisiana, Maryland, New York, North Carolina, Texas, Virginia, and Washington, DC, Cohen covers
the ups and downs of this massive shift, with a special focus on high-impact tutoring, in which a
small group of students work consistently with an adult at least three days a week. Whether the
instruction was in-person or virtual, performed by district staff or college students, or focused on
math or reading, this renewed investment in the student-tutor relationship helped educators design
curricula around students’ specific needs and motivators, with measurable results. Cohen tells an
inspiring story of administrators, practitioners, and state leaders all staking their reputations on a
bold intervention. As leaders struggle with how to combat students’ learning loss, The Future of
Tutoring shows where resources can make a real difference.
  nwea percentile chart: NCLB at the Crossroads Michael A. Rebell, Jessica R. Wolff, 2009 The



editors of this book bring together the nation's leading researchers and thinkers in the field of
educational equity to provide a range of provocative critiques that go well beyond what has already
been said on the subject of No Child Left Behind. This book puts aside political rhetoric and quick-fix
solutions to tackle the difficult questions about how to ensure meaningful educational opportunities
for all children.--Book cover.
  nwea percentile chart: Hip-Hop Civics Jabari M. Evans, Naledge, 2025 How Hip-Hop-based
education can engage Black and Brown students in civic education
  nwea percentile chart: Giftedness and Talent Franzis Preckel, Miriam Vock, Paula
Olszewski-Kubilius, 2024-02-26 Understanding and supporting gifted and talented children and
adolescents Answers common questions of professionals and trainees Presents the state-of-art of
theory, research, and practice Explores the characteristics of gifted students More about the book
What is giftedness? How do talents develop? Are gifted people different? How can gifted children be
recognized and supported in their development? Based on the authors' many years of expertise in
giftedness research and education practice, this book answers these and many other questions about
giftedness and talent development in a scientifically sound and at the same time application-oriented
way. This new volume offers an up-to-date overview of the theoretical foundations, pioneering
studies, and research findings on gifted children and adolescents, and explores evidence-based
options for diagnostics and support. The development of giftedness as well as the characteristics of
gifted students, such as performance-related attributes and temperament traits, are also examined.
This book is of interest to child psychologists and psychiatrists, educational and school
psychologists, educators, and students, and is an ideal textbook for self-study or for those training to
become a professional.
  nwea percentile chart: Handbook of Reading Assessment Sherry Mee Bell, R. Steve
McCallum, 2015-07-30 The Handbook of Reading Assessment, Second Edition, covers the wide
range of reading assessments educators must be able to use and understand to effectively assess
and instruct their students. Comprehensive and filled with numerous authentic examples, the text
addresses informal classroom based assessment, progress monitoring, individual norm-referenced
assessment, and group norm-referenced or ‘high-stakes’ testing. Coverage includes assessment
content relevant for English language learners and adults. A set of test guidelines to use when
selecting or evaluating an assessment tool is provided. New and updated in the Second Edition
Impact on reading assessment of Common Core Standards for literacy; increased top-down focus on
accountability and high stakes tests; innovations in computerized assessment of reading Latest
developments in Response to Intervention (RTI) model, particularly as they impact reading
assessment International Reading Association standards for reading educators and brief discussion
of International Dyslexia Association standards Types of reading assessment, including discussion of
formative versus summative assessment Expanded coverage of assessment of reading motivation
Expanded coverage of writing assessment New and revised assessments across genres of reading
assessment Companion Website: numerous resources relevant to reading and writing assessment;
suggestions for evidence-based instructional practices that can be linked to assessment results;
PowerPoint slides; test bank; study guides; application exercises
  nwea percentile chart: Value Added Modeling and Growth Modeling with Particular
Application to Teacher and School Effectiveness Robert W. Lissitz, Hong Jiao, 2014-12-01 Modeling
student growth has been a federal policy requirement under No Child Left Behind (NCLB). In
addition to tracking student growth, the latest Race To The Top (RTTP) federal education policy
stipulates the evaluation of teacher effectiveness from the perspective of added value that teachers
contribute to student learning and growth. Student growth modeling and teacher value-added
modeling are complex. The complexity stems, in part, from issues due to non-random assignment of
students into classes and schools, measurement error in students’ achievement scores that are
utilized to evaluate the added value of teachers, multidimensionality of the measured construct
across multiple grades, and the inclusion of covariates. National experts at the Twelfth Annual
Maryland Assessment Research Center’s Conference on “Value Added Modeling and Growth



Modeling with Particular Application to Teacher and School Effectiveness” present the latest
developments and methods to tackle these issues. This book includes chapters based on these
conference presentations. Further, the book provides some answers to questions such as what
makes a good growth model? What criteria should be used in evaluating growth models? How should
outputs from growth models be utilized? How auxiliary teacher information could be utilized to
improve value added? How multiple sources of student information could be accumulated to
estimate teacher effectiveness? Whether student-level and school-level covariates should be
included? And what are the impacts of the potential heterogeneity of teacher effects across students
of different aptitudes or other differing characteristics on growth modeling and teacher evaluation?
Overall, this book addresses reliability and validity issues in growth modeling and value added
modeling and presents the latest development in this area. In addition, some persistent issues have
been approached from a new perspective. This edited volume provides a very good source of
information related to the current explorations in student growth and teacher effectiveness
evaluation.
  nwea percentile chart: It's About Time [Secondary] Mike Mattos, Austin Buffum,
2014-10-10 Carve out effective intervention and extension time at all three tiers of the RTI pyramid.
Explore more than a dozen examples of creative and flexible scheduling, and gain access to tools you
can use immediately to overcome implementation challenges. These books are full of examples from
real schools that have achieved these results without using additional resources or extending the
school day.
  nwea percentile chart: Using Data to Improve Student Learning in Elementary School
Victoria Bernhardt, 2013-10-02 This book helps you make sense of the data your school collects,
including state student achievement results as well as other qualitative and quantitative data.
Easy-to-use templates, tools, and examples are available on the accompanying downloadable
resources.
  nwea percentile chart: Reaching Every Learner Cara Shores, 2025-06-16 Author Cara Shores
provides a three-tiered instructional framework that helps educators establish integral baselines of
performance for students, offering strategies for assessment, intervention, and remediation to
ensure student growth. This book guides educators with step-by-step tools and methods for
differentiated instruction and lesson planning, addressing the diverse learning needs of all students.
K–12 special education and general education teachers and instructional coaches can use this book
to: Increase students’ learning progression through instruction, intervention, and remediation
Explore research-proven models and methods of instruction that promote standards mastery for
students with disabilities Better assess and collect data on students’ learning to measure progress
Incorporate standards mastery into individualized education program goals Implement highly
effective instruction in all settings to maximize learning for students with disabilities Contents:
Introduction Chapter 1: Understanding the Tiered Instructional Framework Chapter 2: Exploring
Tier 1 Instruction Specially Designed for Students With Disabilities Chapter 3: Discovering Why We
Always Begin With Data Chapter 4: Focusing on Instruction Through Essential Standards and
Learning Progressions Chapter 5: Choosing and Providing Appropriate Supports Chapter 6:
Co-Teaching for Greatest Impact Chapter 7: Differentiating Instruction Through Tiered Assignments
Chapter 8: Looking at the Structure for Tiers 2 and 3 for Students With Disabilities Epilogue
References and Resources Index
  nwea percentile chart: Reading Connections Elizabeth Ann Delmer, 2002
  nwea percentile chart: Redesigning Small-Group Reading Instruction Julie A. Taylor,
2025-04-22 Discover the value of small-group reading instruction that accommodates students’
individual literacy needs. Author Julie A. Taylor provides lesson plan templates to incorporate small
groups into any learning structure. Teachers will design laser-targeted skills and strategy lessons to
create more productive, positive, and equitable classrooms by ensuring all students are encouraged
and able to achieve the integral milestones of reading development. K–8 teachers, literacy coaches,
and administrators can use this book to: Lead focused small-group reading lessons with confidence



and competency Implement theoretical reading research into actionable teaching and instructional
strategies Promote equitable learning opportunities to effectively address students’ individual needs
Encourage student participation, learning, and improvement with constructive, continuous, and
corrective feedback Develop well-structured reading skills and strategy lessons to facilitate
progressive reading development Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Reading Essentials Chapter 2:
Preparing to Be a Reader—The Pre-Alphabetic Phase Chapter 3: Beginning to Read—The Partial
Alphabetic Phase Chapter 4: Well on Their Way—The Full Alphabetic Phase Chapter 5: Turning the
Corner—The Consolidated Alphabetic Phase Chapter 6: Reaching the Pinnacle—The Automatic
Reading Phase Epilogue Glossary Appendix A: Teacher Resources for the Pre-Alphabetic Phase
Appendix B: Teacher Resources for the Partial Alphabetic Phase Appendix C: Teacher Resources for
the Full Alphabetic Phase Appendix D: Teacher Resources for the Consolidated Alphabetic Phase
Appendix E: Teacher Resources for the Automatic Phase References and Resources Index
  nwea percentile chart: Year Book, Australia , 1978
  nwea percentile chart: North Carolina Linking Study Northwest Evaluation Association,
2014 Recently, the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) completed a study to connect the
scale of the North Carolina State End of Grade (EOG) Testing Program used for North Carolina's
mathematics and reading assessments with NWEA's Rausch Interval Unit (RIT) scale. Information
from the state assessments was used in a study to establish performance-level scores on the RIT
scale that would indicate a good chance of success on these tests. To perform the analysis, we linked
together state test and NWEA test results for a sample of 18,730 North Carolina students who
completed both exams in the spring of 2013, the term in which the EOG is administered. For the
spring season (labeled current season), an Equipercentile method was used to estimate the RIT
score equivalent to each state performance level. For fall (labeled prior season), we determined the
percentage of the population within the selected study group that performed at each level on the
state test and found the equivalent percentile ranges within the NWEA dataset to estimate the cut
scores. For example, if 40% of the study group population in grade 3 mathematics performed below
the proficient level on the state test, we would find the RIT score that would be equivalent to the
40th percentile for the study population (this would not be the same as the 40th percentile in the
NWEA norms). This RIT score would be the estimated point on the NWEA RIT scale that would be
equivalent to the minimum score for proficiency on the state test. Documentation about this method
can be found on our website. Table Sets 1 and 2 show the best estimate of the minimum RIT
equivalent to each state performance level for same-season (spring) and prior-season (fall) RIT
scores. These tables can be used to identify students who may need additional help to perform well
on these tests. Table Sets 3 and 4 show the estimated probability of a student receiving a proficient
score on the state assessment, based on that student's RIT score. These tables can be used to assist
in identifying students who are not likely to pass these assessments, thereby increasing the
probability that intervention strategies will be planned and implemented. These tables can also be
useful for identifying target RIT-score objectives likely to correspond to successful or proficient
performance on the state test. Table 5 shows the correlation coefficients between Measured
Academic Performance (MAP) and the state test in each grade. These statistics show the degree to
which MAP and the state test are linearly related, with values at or near 1.0 suggesting a perfect
linear relationship, and values near 0.0 indicating no linear relationship. Table 6 shows the
percentages of students at each grade and within each subject whose status on the state test (i.e.,
whether or not the student met standards) was accurately predicted by their MAP performance and
using the estimated cut scores within the current study. This table can be used to understand the
predictive validity of MAP with respect to the EOG.
  nwea percentile chart: NWEA FAQ Northwest Evaluation Association, 2015 Northwest
Evaluation Association (NWEA) conducts norming studies every several years to provide the best
and most up-to-date information we can about student achievement and growth to better support
educational decision-making. It is an important part of our commitment to our partners. The most
recent NWEA norms were released in July 2015. Just as we expect student performance to change



with time, norms of student performance will change correspondingly. For 2015, several factors may
have influenced how the US school-age population performed on Measures of Academic Progressʼ
(MAPʼ) assessments of language usage, mathematics, and reading over the 2011-12, 2012-13, and
2013-14 school years. Prominent among these possible factors are the introduction of Common Core
instruction and Common Core versions of MAP. But as with all empirical studies, changes in scope
and data necessitated changes in statistical design and analyses. The methodological improvements
introduced in the 2015 norms have resulted in a set of norms that are more representative of the US
school-age population than previous NWEA norms. Methodological changes involved differences in
the way post-stratification weights were developed and the way growth was modeled. Details of
these changes are addressed more thoroughly in the 2015 Norms Study. As a result of the improved
methodology, partners can expect some differences from previous norms, as explained below.
  nwea percentile chart: Aligning the NWEA RIT Scale with the South Carolina High School
Assessment Program John Cronin, 2004 Each year, South Carolina students participate in testing as
part of the South Carolina assessment program. Students in grades 3 through 8 take the Palmetto
Achievement Challenge Tests (PACT) in English/Language Arts and Mathematics. Students in grade
10 take the High School Assessment Program (HSAP) in English/Language Arts and mathematics.
These tests serve as an important measure of student achievement for the state's accountability
system. Results from these assessments are used to make state-level decisions concerning
education, to meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) reporting requirements of the No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB), and to inform schools and school districts of their performance. In addition,
students must achieve Level 2 performance on the HSAP in order to graduate from high school. The
South Carolina Department of Education has developed scales that are used to assign students to
one of four performance levels on the HSAP. Level 2 is considered the level that represents passing
performance. Many students who attend school in South Carolina also take tests developed in
cooperation with the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA). These tests report student
performance on a single, cross-grade scale, which NWEA calls the RIT scale. This study investigated
the relationship between the scales used for the HSAP assessments and the RIT scales used to
report performance on NWEA tests. The study determined the reading, language usage and
mathematics RIT score equivalents for the HSAP performance levels in English/Language Arts and
Mathematics. Test records for more than 3,500 students were included in this study. Three methods
generated an estimate of RIT cut scores that could be used to project HSAP performance levels.
Rasch SOS methods generally produced the most accurate cut score estimates. Accuracy of
predicting HSAP passing performance was above 88% for all subjects when using the best
methodology. Type I errors never ranged above 6% when the best methodology was employed.
(Contains 12 tables and figures.).
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