new york giants quarterback history

new york giants quarterback history is a fascinating journey through NFL time, capturing the evolution of
one of football’s most storied franchises. The New York Giants have been pivotal in shaping the
quarterback position, boasting legendary names, thrilling comebacks, and unforgettable Super Bowl
victories. This article explores the Giants’ quarterback lineage, highlighting the icons, record-setters, and
unsung heroes who have donned the blue jersey. We will examine the impact of early pioneers, the era-
defining leadership of Phil Simms and Eli Manning, and the challenges faced in the modern NFL.
Whether you are a dedicated Giants fan or a football enthusiast, understanding the franchise’s quarterback
history offers insight into the culture, resilience, and competitive spirit that define the New York Giants.
Continue reading to discover the triumphs, transitions, and legacy-defining moments that make up new

york giants quarterback history.
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The Early Years: Giants Quarterbacks in the NFL’s Beginnings

The New York Giants entered the NFL in 1925, quickly establishing themselves as a cornerstone
franchise. In these formative years, quarterback play was dramatically different from today’s standards.
Players often played multiple positions, and passing was less prominent in offensive schemes. Quarterbacks
like Benny Friedman, who joined the Giants in 1929, revolutionized the passing game with his forward-
thinking style. Friedman's impact was immediate, leading the league in touchdown passes multiple times

and helping to popularize the forward pass within the NFL.

This era also featured quarterbacks such as Dave Brown and Harry Newman, who brought gritty



determination and early playoff success. The Giants’ focus on tough, smart quarterback play set a precedent
that influenced the franchise for decades to come. These trailblazers laid the foundation for the quarterback-

centric strategies that would define later generations.

Postwar Legends and Franchise Foundations

Charlie Conerly and the 1950s Giants

Charlie Conerly joined the New York Giants in 1948 and became one of the franchise's most prominent
early quarterbacks. Conerly led the team throughout the 1950s, guiding the Giants to three NFL
Championship Game appearances and securing a title in 1956. Known for his poise and leadership, Conerly

was a consistent performer and earned recognition as one of the game's top passers during his era.

Y.A. Tittle’s Record-Breaking Years

The 1960s saw the arrival of Y.A. Tittle, a veteran quarterback who redefined expectations for the position.
Tittle joined the Giants in 1961, revitalizing his career and leading the team to three consecutive NFL
Championship Game appearances. He set multiple records, including a then-record 36 touchdown passes in
a single season. Tittle’s quick release, intelligence, and competitive spirit left a lasting mark on new york

giants quarterback history.

Phil Simms and the Rise of the Modern Giants

Phil Simms’ Emergence and Super Bowl Triumph

Selected in the first round of the 1979 NFL Draft, Phil Simms became synonymous with the Giants’
resurgence in the 1980s. Despite early struggles and injuries, Simms developed into a reliable and tough
leader under head coach Bill Parcells. His defining moment came in Super Bowl XXI, where Simms
delivered one of the greatest performances in championship history, completing 22 of 25 passes for 268
yards and three touchdowns. His precision and composure earned him MVP honors and helped secure the

Giants’ first Super Bowl title.

The Simmms Era and Team Success



During Simms’ tenure, the Giants became a perennial playoff contender. He led the team to multiple
postseason appearances, and although injuries forced him out of the Super Bowl XXV lineup, his leadership
was instrumental in building a championship culture. Simms remains one of the franchise’s most respected

figures, ranking among the Giants’ all-time leaders in passing yards and touchdowns.

Eli Manning: The Face of a New Era

Eli Manning’s Arrival and Impact

Eli Manning entered the new york giants quarterback history in 2004, acquired in a high-profile draft-day
trade. Manning’s calm demeanor, durability, and knack for clutch performances quickly endeared him to
fans and teammates. Over 16 seasons as the Giants’ starting quarterback, Eli became the franchise’s all-time

leader in passing yards, completions, and touchdowns.

Super Bowl Victories and Legacy

Eli Manning’s legacy is defined by two iconic Super Bowl runs. In the 2007 season, he engineered one of
the greatest upsets in NFL history, defeating the previously unbeaten New England Patriots in Super
Bowl XLII. Manning earned MVP honors for his game-winning drive and memorable pass to David Tyree.
He repeated the feat in Super Bowl XL VI, again defeating the Patriots with another late-game comeback.
Manning’s postseason heroics and consistency make him one of the most celebrated players in Giants and
NFL history.

Recent Seasons and Quarterback Challenges

Transitioning from Eli Manning

Following Eli Manning’s retirement in 2019, the Giants entered a period of transition. Daniel Jones,
selected sixth overall in the 2019 NFL Draft, was named Manning’s successor. Jones showed flashes of
potential, displaying athleticism and arm strength, but the team has faced challenges in developing

consistency at the position.

Quarterback Struggles and Future Outlook



Recent seasons have seen the Giants rotate through starting quarterbacks due to injuries, coaching changes,
and roster adjustments. The quest for stability at quarterback remains ongoing, as the franchise seeks to
recapture the success experienced in previous eras. The future of the Giants’ quarterback position is a key

storyline for fans and analysts alike.

¢ Daniel Jones: Promising start, but inconsistent due to injuries and team changes.
e Backup QBs: Mike Glennon, Colt McCoy, and Tyrod Taylor have also made starts in recent years.

o Coaching Changes: Multiple head coaches and offensive coordinators have impacted quarterback

development.

Notable Records and Milestones

Franchise Leaders and NFL Achievements

The Giants’ rich quarterback history includes several notable records and milestones:

e Eli Manning: Franchise leader in passing yards (over 57,000), completions, and touchdown passes.

Phil Simms: Two-time Pro Bowler and Super Bowl XXI MVP.

Y_.A. Tittle: NFL MVP (1963) and set a then-record with 36 touchdown passes in a season.

Charlie Conerly: Led the Giants to an NFL Championship in 1956.

Benny Friedman: Early NFL passing leader and Hall of Famer.

These quarterbacks have set high standards, both within the franchise and across the league.

The Legacy and Influence of Giants Quarterbacks



Impact on the Franchise and NFL History

The new york giants quarterback history is a testament to the franchise's commitment to excellence,
leadership, and innovation. Giants quarterbacks have not only delivered championships and thrilling
moments but have also influenced the evolution of the position across the NFL. Their contributions extend

beyond the stat sheet, inspiring future generations and upholding the values of teamwork and resilience.

As the Giants look to develop the next great quarterback, the lessons and legacies of their past signal a
bright future. The quarterback position remains at the heart of the Giants’ identity, shaping the team’s

direction and maintaining its status as a cornerstone NFL franchise.

Frequently Asked Questions About New York Giants Quarterback
History

Q Who is the all-time leading passer in New York Giants history?

A: Eli Manning holds the record as the all-time leading passer in New York Giants history, with over
57,000 passing yards and more than 360 touchdown passes.

Q Which Giants quarterback led the team to its first Super Bowl victory?

A: Phil Simms led the New York Giants to their first Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl XXI, earning

MVP honors for his performance.

Q How many Super Bowls did Eli Manning win with the Giants?

A: Eli Manning won two Super Bowls with the Giants (Super Bowl XLII and Super Bowl XLVI), both
against the New England Patriots.

Q Who was the Giants quarterback during the 1956 NFL Championship
win?

A: Charlie Conerly was the starting quarterback for the Giants during their 1956 NFL Championship

victory.



Q What is Y.A. Tittle best known for in Giants history?

A: Y.A. Tittle is best known for his record-setting seasons in the early 1960s, including throwing 36

touchdown passes in 1963 and leading the Giants to three consecutive NFL Championship Games.

Q Who replaced Eli Manning as the Giants starting quarterback?

A: Daniel Jones replaced Eli Manning as the Giants starting quarterback in 2019 after being drafted sixth

overall.

Q Which Giants quarterback had the highest single-game completion
percentage in a Super Bowl1?

A: Phil Simms holds the record for the highest single-game completion percentage in a Super Bowl,

completing 22 of 25 passes (88%) in Super Bowl XXI.

Q Have the Giants had any Hall of Fame quarterbacks?

A: Yes, both Benny Friedman and Y.A. Tittle, who played for the Giants, have been inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.

Q What are some challenges the Giants have faced with quarterbacks in
recent years?

A: The Giants have faced challenges including injuries, inconsistent play, coaching changes, and difficulty

finding long-term stability at the quarterback position since Eli Manning’s retirement.

Q Who are some of the notable backup quarterbacks in recent Giants
history?

A: Notable backup quarterbacks in recent years include Mike Glennon, Colt McCoy, and Tyrod Taylor,

who have all started games due to injuries or changes at the starting quarterback position.

New York Giants Quarterback History
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new york giants quarterback history: The Big 50: New York Giants Patricia Traina,
2020-09-08 Longtime sportswriter Patricia Traina explores the living history of the team, counting
down from number fifty to number one. This dynamic and comprehensive book brilliantly brings to
life the historic franchise's remarkable story, including greats like Taylor, Strahan, Parcells,
Manning, and more.

new york giants quarterback history: 100 Things Giants Fans Should Know and Do Before
They Die Dave Buscema, 2012-09 With traditions, records, and Wolverines lore, this lively, detailed
book explores the personalities, events, and facts every Michigan fan should know. It contains
crucial information such as important dates, player nicknames, memorable moments, and
outstanding achievements by singular players. This guide to all things Michigan covers the story
behind the Wolverine's winged helmets, the history of the team's colors, the 1997 undefeated and
national championship season, and how to properly tailgate in Ann Arbor. This revised edition
includes Brady Hoke's first season as head coach in Ann Arbor.

new york giants quarterback history: The Best NFL Quarterbacks of All Time Matt Scheff,
2014-09-01 They?re the best the NFL has ever seen! This title introduces the NFL?s biggest stars,
past and present. Readers of all levels will be drawn in by easy-to-read stories, quick-hit sidebars
and high-impact photos that tell each player?s story. With spotlight stats, info boxes, a glossary,
additional resources, and more, this series is jam-packed with information fit for any football fan.
Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.

new york giants quarterback history: New York Giants Lew Freedman, 2009-08-15
Purchased in 1925 for $500 by bookmaker and businessman Tim Mara, the New York Giants were
New York City’s introduction to professional football. The National Football League was a mere five
years old---and for the near-century since, the history of football, the city, and the Giants has been
inextricably linked. This thorough and thoroughly entertaining illustrated chronicle of the New York
Giants football team tells the full story of the seasons, players, coaches, teams, and moments that
have made history decade after decade. From the early years as an upstart sport in a big city
heading into financial chaos, to the team’s triumph in the 1930s (including 1934’s famous “Sneakers
Game” against the Chicago Bears); its return to glory in the 1950s behind the talents of Frank
Gifford, Sam Huff, and Roosevelt Brown; and its pair of championship seasons in 1986 and
1990---these are the New York Giants, moment by colorful moment, right up to their upset victory
over the New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII. Crammed with player statistics and team
records, and brilliantly illustrated with vintage and up-to-the-minute photographs, the book is a
fitting celebration of a team whose name is synonymous with football in America.

new york giants quarterback history: Quarterbacks James J. Bogdan, 2024-09-19
Quarterbacks details the remarkable history and contributions of Western Pennsylvania
quarterbacks who were the foremost leaders in changing the landscape and dynamics of football into
America’s premier pastime. About the Author James ]J. Bogdan is just a football fan that appreciates
the contributions of his local quarterbacks.

new york giants quarterback history: Chuckin' Charlie Conerly and the New York
Football Giants Lew Freedman, 2023-06-09 All-American quarterback Charlie Conerly's college
career was interrupted by World War II. He started at University of Mississippi in 1942, fought in
the Battle of Guam in 1944, then led Ole Miss to their first conference championship in 1947. He
went on to play for the New York Giants from 1948 to 1961, ultimately leading them to an NFL title.
A College Football Hall of Famer, Conerly was a professional All-Star and the lynchpin of the Giants
offense at time when the team was loaded with Hall of Famers who unduly overshadowed him
during his heyday. New York won repeat divisional crowns under the soft-spoken Conerly and
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participated in the suspenseful, first-ever sudden death NFL title game in 1958. This first-ever
full-length biography chronicles his life and career in detail.

new york giants quarterback history: Historical Dictionary of Football John Grasso,
2013-06-13 Gridiron football or American football or just plain football is the most popular sport in
the United States in the 21st century. Although attempts have been made to develop the sport
outside North America, it is still predominantly a North American sport with similar games (but
significant rules differences) played in the United States and Canada. The Historical Dictionary of
Football covers the history of American football through a chronology, an introductory essay,
appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced
entries on both amateur (collegiate) and professional players, coaches, teams and executives from
all eras. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to
know more about the sport of football.

new york giants quarterback history: Psychology of Champions James ]J. Barrell, David
Ryback, 2008-06-30 The first book to gather firsthand accounts of successful practices, and thinking
habits, of sports legends and super-athletes—from across sports including football, baseball,
basketball, boxing, golf, car-racing, and swimming—this work holds lessons that can power not only
athletic success, but winning in any daily challenges of life or work. The result of years of research,
Psychology of Champions offers the very personal words of star athletes who explain how they
overcame such obstacles as fear, discouragement, and anxiety, and were able to move on to success.
Each story—including from those of baseball great Ted Williams, basketball star Michael Jordan,
football's famed Deion Sanders, and dozens more from across sports —is unique. Yet, the authors
determine that, when all is said and done, the overriding variables accounting for the greatest
success fall into three categories: motivation, confidence, and concentration. Barrell and Ryback
spell out the rules for such success after each section in this absorbing book. The result is a book
that not only entertains and educates us with firsthand accounts of ever-popular sports heroes, but
also instructs athletes, amateur or professional, and arguably anyone with a goal to achieve in work
or life. In-the-moment accounts reveal just what to do in various critical periods of sports
competition—from being at bat in baseball, to making an instantaneous decision as a quarterback,
firing the winning basket in the dying moments of a game, or launching the winning move in boxing
or judo. Barrell and Ryback draw the lessons together in what they term The Focus Edge mindset.
That mindset—and this book— says one former Olympian, take greatness and make it accessible to
you and me.

new york giants quarterback history: THE HISTORY OF THE NFL James Bren, The History
of the NFL by James Bren is a must-read for football fans and sports enthusiasts alike. This book
chronicles the remarkable story of the National Football League, from its origins as a rag-tag
collection of teams in the 1920s to the powerhouse that it is today. Bren's meticulous research and
engaging writing style bring to life the iconic moments, players, and coaches that have shaped the
league. From the dynasties of the Green Bay Packers, Pittsburgh Steelers, and San Francisco 49ers
to the rise of modern-day superstars like Tom Brady and Patrick Mahomes, Bren covers it all. The
book is organized chronologically, starting with the early days of the NFL and moving through each
decade. Bren provides context for each era, discussing the social, political, and cultural events that
influenced the league's development. He also delves into the game itself, analyzing the strategic
innovations, rule changes, and technological advances that have made the NFL what it is today.
Bren's attention to detail is impressive. He not only covers the major events in NFL history but also
shines a light on lesser-known stories and forgotten heroes. From the first NFL draft in 1936 to the
groundbreaking TV contracts of the 1960s, from the rise of Monday Night Football to the scandals
that have rocked the league, Bren leaves no stone unturned. The History of the NFL is more than
just a retelling of past events. It's a celebration of the game, its players, and its fans. Bren captures
the passion and excitement that make football the most popular sport in America, and his book is
sure to be a hit with anyone who loves the game.

new york giants quarterback history: Riddell Presents the Gridiron's Greatest




Quarterbacks Jonathan Rand, 2004 NFL coaches love to say that quarterbacks always get too much
credit for winning or too much blame for losing. Football fans know better. The great quarterbacks
are difference makers. They make the split-second decisions that produce big plays, elevate their
teammates, and lead the way to Super Bowl glory. The great quarterback is, in short, the most
irreplaceable player on the field. The San Francisco 49ers could not have won their first four Super
Bowls without Joe Montana, a genius at picking apart defenses and pulling out last-minute victories.
The Pittsburgh Steelers would not have won four Super Bowls in six years without the powerful arm
and irrepressible leadership of Terry Bradshaw. The New York Jets could never have pulled off the
most famous NFL upset of all time, a Super Bowl III win over the Baltimore Colts, without the
swagger and skill of Broadway Joe Namath. He guaranteed a victory, then made good on his
guarantee. In Riddell Presents The Gridiron's Greatest Quarterbacks, fans will meet the legendary
field generals who grace the annals of professional football. Author Jonathan Rand ranks the top 25
quarterbacks of all time and recalls the greatest triumphs, extraordinary talents, and powerful
personalities that made them and their teams winners. From Sammy Baugh and Sid Luckman, who
put the quarterback position on the map, to Bart Starr, John Unitas, Bradshaw. Montana, John
Elway, Dan Marino and Brett Favre, these are players of diverse skills, sizes, and temperaments who
each arrived at the destination of greatness. Rand also details the rise of the African-American
quarterbacks, who overcame decades of racism and cynicism to make their mark, the trade secrets
of thegreat comeback quarterbacks, and how it feels to get buried under enormous defensive players
and be the most marked man on the field. Through the words of these great quarterbacks and their
teammates, coaches and opponents, readers will gain an understanding as to why the gridiron's
greatest quarterbacks and the gridiron's greatest players are so often the same people.

new york giants quarterback history: The Super Bowl David Fischer, 2015-10-06 In 1966,
as the champions of the AFL and NFL prepared to play each other for the first time, Kansas City
Chiefs-owner Lamar Hunt wrote the following to Commissioner Pete Rozelle: “I have kiddingly
called [the championship game] the Super Bowl, which obviously can be improved upon.” How
wrong Hunt was. After the AFL merged with the NFL, “Super Bowl” became the official title of the
NFL championship game in the years to come. In celebration of the first fifty Super Bowls, David
Fischer traces its evolution from a game that didn’t sell out in 1967 to a worldwide phenomenon
with a viewership in the hundreds of millions. Packed with dozens of arresting full-color
illustrations—highlighting game action, memorabilia, and players and coaches—The Super Bowl
includes sections on the greatest games, individual performances, and game-changing plays. Fischer
explores unique Super Bowl angles as well, including a ranking of “The Best Who Never Won” and
“The Best Who Never Lost,” along with perspectives from players and fans. He covers the action, the
heroes, the strategy, and the records from half a century of championship football. This celebration
of the fiftieth anniversary of America’s premier sporting event is an essential addition to any football
fan’s collection. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish
a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college
football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your
team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a
die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats,
Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins,
Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

new york giants quarterback history: The 1963 Chicago Bears Charles N. Billington,
2023-12-21 This thorough examination of the 1963 NFL Championship chronicles the trials and
triumphs of Chicago's historically most neglected champions against the economic, social, legal and
human-interest backdrop of professional football in the 1960s. The Bears and their legendary
owner/coach George Halas adjusted to the increased revenue of the television era and the



behind-the-scenes drama of a gambling scandal, while developing into one of the greatest teams of
the pre-Super Bowl era. Their tumultuous rise and tragic deterioration are covered in detail.

new york giants quarterback history: The NFL's 60-Minute Men Chris Willis, 2024-03-15 In
2019 the NFL celebrated its 100th season. During that historic year the league selected an All-Time
Team of 100 former star players. Among them were seven from before football's free substitution
rule (1920-1945), two-way players who were skilled at both offense and defense. They were: Sammy
Baugh (Quarterback), Dutch Clark (Running Back), Dan Fortmann (Guard), Mel Hein (Center), Cal
Hubbard (Tackle), Don Hutson (Wide Receiver) and Bill Hewitt (Defensive End). There were more
than just seven great players from those years, when men in leather helmets played multiple
positions on dirt fields for modest salaries. This book ranks the NFL's top two-way players, with
detailed biographies and analysis by their contemporaries.

new york giants quarterback history: Parcells Carlo DeVito, 2014-09-01 In this revealing
biography, the exhaustive research of acclaimed sports historian Carlo DeVito sheds new light on
football coaching legend Bill Parcells, exposing the two-time Super Bowl-winning coach's moxie and
lifelong dedication to football. The book digs deep into Bill Parcells' past to unlock the secrets of
what made him who he is today, following him from his childhood, through 15 years of college
coaching, to his first big chance in the pros and the year that almost broke him. With more than
3,000 interviews, newspaper and magazine articles, and scores of primary resources, DeVito's book
brings Parcells to life as readers have never seen him before.

new york giants quarterback history: The Great Delaware Sports Book Doug Gelbert,
1995

new york giants quarterback history: The Britannica Guide to Football Britannica
Educational Publishing, 2011-05-01 From Europe[Js rugby and soccer evolved a truly American
sport. Played across the United States at parks, schools, universities, and in stadiums, football is as
much a part of America[]s iconographic experience as apple pie. Emerging from college campuses, it
has blossomed to become a popular form of recreation throughout the country, as well as a
professional-sports juggernaut. This detailed narrative examines the history of gridiron football,
including the teams and players that have helped make it a national obsession.

new york giants quarterback history: Dan Marino Jon Sterngass, 2009 This is a detailed
biography of Miami Dolphins Hall of Fame quarterback.Since his rookie season in the National
Football League, Dan Marino was one of the league's best quarterbacks. Known for his strong arm
and quick release, in 1984 Marino became the first NFL quarterback to pass for more than 5,000
yards in a season. During his 17-year career, Marino led the Dolphins to one Super Bowl
appearance, a 38-16 loss to the San Francisco 49ers, and was named to nine Pro Bowls. He holds
virtually all of the NFL's career passing records, including yards, touchdown passes, and most
games with 400 or more yards passing. Marino has used his sports fame to benefit several
philanthropic ventures, including The Dan Marino Foundation, which supports children's charities,
and The Dan Marino Center at Miami Children's Hospital, which offers health care to children with
chronic medical needs.This new biography explores the life and career of this famous quarterback
and features full-color photographs, engaging sidebars, informative narratives, and much more to
attract avid football fans.

new york giants quarterback history: Where Pittsburgh Played: Oakland’s Historic
Sports Venues David Finoli, Tom Rooney, Robert Edward Healy III, Douglas Cavanaugh and Chris
Fletcher, 2022 The Epicenter of Steel City Sports From Forbes Field to Pitt Stadium, Pittsburgh's
Oakland neighborhood has been home to some of the most iconic moments in sports history.
Including the Fitzgerald Field House and the Duquesne Gardens, Oakland has drawn in both
professional and college sports fans alike. Local authors and sports historians David Finoli, Tom
Rooney, Robert Healy III, Douglas Cavanaugh and Chris Fletcher celebrate the glorious victories
and heartbreaking losses throughout the history of Pittsburgh's Oakland section, the epicenter of
Steel City Sports.

new york giants quarterback history: Historical Dictionary of the 1940s James Gilbert




Ryan, Leonard C Schlup, 2015-03-26 The only available historical dictionary devoted exclusively to
the 1940s, this book offers readers a ready-reference portrait of one of the twentieth century's most
tumultuous decades. In nearly 600 concise entries, the volume quickly defines a historical figure,
institution, or event, and then points readers to three sources that treat the subject in depth. In
selecting topics for inclusion, the editors and authors offer a representative slice of life as
contemporaneous Americans saw it - with coverage of people; movements; court cases; and
economic, social, cultural, political, military, and technological changes. The book focuses chiefly on
the United States, but places American lives and events firmly within a global context.

new york giants quarterback history: Princeton Alumni Weekly Jesse Lynch Williams,
Edwin Mark Norris, 1994
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