macabre carnival novel

macabre carnival novel offers readers a unique blend of dark fantasy, horror, and suspense set
within the eerie backdrop of a sinister traveling carnival. This article explores the defining
characteristics of macabre carnival novels, delves into their literary roots, and highlights notable
examples within the genre. You'll discover how these novels use gothic elements, psychological
horror, and surreal imagery to create an unsettling atmosphere. Additionally, the article covers the
most common themes, character archetypes, and the enduring appeal of carnivals as a literary
device. Whether you're a writer, reader, or simply curious about this chilling subgenre, this
comprehensive guide provides everything you need to know about the world of macabre carnival
fiction.
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Defining the Macabre Carnival Novel Genre

A macabre carnival novel is a work of fiction that intertwines horror, gothic, and dark fantasy
elements within the enigmatic and often frightening world of a carnival. These novels typically feature
traveling carnivals, circuses, or fairs as central locations, using the unsettling ambiance to amplify
psychological tension and supernatural occurrences. The genre is marked by its exploration of the
grotesque, the uncanny, and the mysterious, often blurring the lines between reality and nightmare.
The macabre carnival novel leverages the contrast between the carnival’s outward sense of whimsy
and the sinister secrets lurking beneath the surface. This unique blend draws readers into a realm
where the familiar turns menacing and the extraordinary becomes terrifying.

Origins and Literary Influences

The roots of the macabre carnival novel trace back to gothic literature, Victorian horror stories, and



early 20th-century pulp fiction. Classic carnivals and circuses have long fascinated authors, providing
fertile ground for tales of the bizarre and the macabre. Influences can be seen in the works of writers
like Ray Bradbury, whose Something Wicked This Way Comes is a landmark example, and in the dark,
surreal short stories of Angela Carter. The genre often borrows from folklore, urban legends, and the
mythos of traveling sideshows, blending these inspirations into intricate narratives. As the genre
evolved, it incorporated themes from psychological thrillers and supernatural horror, resulting in the
modern macabre carnival novel that remains popular with readers today.

Key Themes and Motifs in Macabre Carnival Novels

Macabre carnival novels are rich in evocative themes and recurring motifs that tap into deep-seated
fears and fascinations. These stories exploit the inherent duality of carnivals—places of joy and
escapism that harbor darkness and danger. Some of the most prominent themes include:

e Transformation: Characters often undergo physical or psychological changes, reflecting the
mutable nature of carnival illusions.

e The Uncanny: Familiar sights and sounds are twisted into eerie, unsettling forms.

* Loss of Innocence: Young protagonists frequently confront the harsh realities hidden behind
carnival masks.

e Temptation and Corruption: Carnivals lure characters with forbidden knowledge, dangerous
games, or supernatural bargains.

¢ Isolation: The transient world of the carnival fosters a sense of alienation and otherness.

Other common motifs include haunted carousels, cursed performers, mysterious ringmasters, and
labyrinthine funhouses. These elements work together to create a vivid, immersive, and disturbing
reading experience.

Popular Macabre Carnival Novel Examples

Several novels have become synonymous with the macabre carnival genre, each offering a unique
take on the unsettling carnival setting. Notable examples include:

e Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury: A classic tale of two boys encountering a
sinister carnival led by the enigmatic Mr. Dark.

e The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern: While more magical than horrific, this novel weaves dark
and mysterious undertones throughout its depiction of a mystical circus.

¢ Joyland by Stephen King: Blending coming-of-age with supernatural mystery, this novel explores
the secrets of a haunted amusement park.



e Carnival of Souls by Melissa Marr: Set in a world where a deadly carnival is the seat of power,
this story explores intrigue, violence, and dark fantasy.

e Geek Love by Katherine Dunn: A disturbing exploration of carnival life through the eyes of a
family of self-made freaks.

These novels showcase the versatility of the genre, ranging from subtle psychological horror to
outright supernatural terror, all set against the evocative backdrop of the carnival.

Iconic Characters and Archetypes

Macabre carnival novels thrive on memorable characters who embody the strange and surreal world
around them. Certain archetypes recur throughout the genre, each contributing to the atmosphere
and tension:

e The Sinister Ringmaster: A charismatic yet dangerous figure who controls the carnival and
manipulates fate.

* The Tragic Performer: Acrobats, clowns, or fortune tellers burdened by curses or dark
secrets.

e The Outsider: A newcomer, often a child or teenager, whose journey serves as the reader’s
entry point to the carnival’s mysteries.

* The Enigmatic Magician: A character whose illusions blur the boundaries between magic and
reality.

e The Malevolent Entity: A supernatural presence haunting the carnival, bringing chaos and
fear.

These archetypes allow authors to explore complex dynamics of power, vulnerability, and
transformation within the unsettling confines of the carnival.

The Allure of the Carnival Setting

The carnival setting captivates authors and readers alike with its blend of spectacle and secrecy.
Carnivals offer a self-contained world where societal norms are suspended, and the bizarre becomes
commonplace. The macabre carnival novel leverages this liminality to heighten suspense and
uncertainty. Key aspects of the carnival setting include:

» Transience: The temporary nature of carnivals mirrors the fleeting line between reality and
illusion.



¢ Visual and Sensory Overload: Bright lights, loud music, and strange sights create an
immersive, disorienting environment.

* Hidden Dangers: Behind the joyful facade lurk traps, secrets, and supernatural threats.

e Community of Outsiders: Carnivals collect individuals who exist on the margins of society,
adding to the sense of mystery.

These elements combine to make the carnival an ideal setting for macabre fiction, offering endless
possibilities for suspense and storytelling.

Writing a Macabre Carnival Novel: Tips and Techniques

Crafting a successful macabre carnival novel requires attention to atmosphere, character
development, and thematic depth. Authors should focus on:

1. Building Atmosphere: Use vivid, sensory language to evoke the carnival’s sights, sounds, and
smells, layering in unsettling details to create tension.

2. Developing Complex Characters: Flesh out performers, visitors, and supernatural beings
with unique motivations and hidden backstories.

3. Weaving Horror with Wonder: Balance moments of awe and beauty with scenes of terror
and dread to keep readers engaged.

4. Employing Symbolism: Utilize carnival imagery—mirrors, masks, carousels—as metaphors for
deception and transformation.

5. Maintaining Pacing: Alternate between fast-paced sequences and quieter, introspective
moments to enhance suspense.

By mastering these techniques, writers can create immersive and chilling macabre carnival novels
that resonate with audiences.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of Macabre Carnival
Fiction

Macabre carnival novels hold a distinctive place in the landscape of horror and dark fantasy literature.
Their enduring appeal lies in the genre’s capacity to exploit the tension between spectacle and
shadow, innocence and corruption, reality and illusion. As new authors continue to reinvent the genre,
the macabre carnival novel remains a compelling avenue for exploring the deepest fears and desires
of the human psyche. Whether through classic tales or contemporary interpretations, these stories



invite readers to enter a world where the carnival never ends—and neither does the darkness lurking
within.

Q: What defines a macabre carnival novel?

A: A macabre carnival novel is a work of fiction that combines horror, dark fantasy, and gothic
elements within the setting of a carnival, circus, or fair. These novels often focus on eerie
atmospheres, supernatural or psychological threats, and the contrast between the carnival’s playful
exterior and its hidden darkness.

Q: What are common themes in macabre carnival novels?

A: Common themes include transformation, the uncanny, loss of innocence, temptation and
corruption, and isolation. These novels frequently explore the duality of carnivals as places of both
wonder and menace.

Q: Which are the most popular macabre carnival novels?

A: Notable examples include Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury, The Night Circus
by Erin Morgenstern, Joyland by Stephen King, Carnival of Souls by Melissa Marr, and Geek Love by
Katherine Dunn.

Q: Why are carnivals such effective settings for horror novels?

A: Carnivals are effective because they are inherently liminal spaces where normal rules are
suspended, creating an atmosphere of uncertainty. The sensory overload, transient nature, and
community of outsiders all contribute to a sense of mystery and potential danger.

Q: What character archetypes appear in macabre carnival
novels?

A: Common archetypes include the sinister ringmaster, tragic performer, outsider protagonist,
enigmatic magician, and malevolent supernatural entity.

Q: How do authors create atmosphere in macabre carnival
fiction?

A: Authors use vivid sensory description, unsettling imagery, and a careful balance of wonder and
dread to build a tense, immersive atmosphere.

Q: Are macabre carnival novels always supernatural?

A: While many feature supernatural elements, some rely on psychological horror or real-world threats
to create a sense of unease within the carnival setting.



Q: What makes macabre carnival novels appealing to readers?

A: The blend of spectacle and horror, memorable characters, and the exploration of deep
psychological and existential themes make these novels appealing to fans of dark fiction.

Q: Can writers use real-life inspiration for macabre carnival
novels?

A: Yes, writers often draw from real historical carnivals, urban legends, and personal experiences to
add authenticity and depth to their stories.

Q: What tips can help someone write a macabre carnival
novel?

A: Focus on building a strong atmosphere, developing complex characters, balancing horror with
moments of beauty, employing symbolic motifs, and maintaining suspenseful pacing throughout the
narrative.
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macabre carnival novel: The City Outside: A 2603 Novel Kory M. Shrum, 2021-06-21 From the
USA TODAY bestselling author of the Dying for a Living and Shadows in the Water series, The City
Outside is the breathtaking conclusion to Commander Grace Buteo's saga. He killed her husband
and son. Now he wants her life. The rich and powerful don’t play by the rules. Commander Grace
Buteo knows this firsthand when the man who killed her family frames her for a crime she didn’t
commit. On his order, Grace is hunted down and captured. His lies and manipulation leave her with
few people she can trust. He wants her to surrender. He wants her to die. She refuses and is left to
the mercy of the court. Will she be exiled to the barren wasteland outside the protection of Zone 2,
the only home she’s ever known? Or will she finally get the justice she’s risked everything for... With
echoes of Philip K. Dick's mind-bending narratives and the intricate world-building reminiscent of
Neal Stephenson, readers will be drawn into a compelling tale of resilience, sacrifice, and the
relentless pursuit of justice in a world fraught with danger and uncertainty.

macabre carnival novel: The Politics of Remembrance in the Novels of Guinter Grass
Alex Donovan Cole, 2022-11-30 This manuscript argues for the importance of Guinter Grass as a
political thinker in addition to his status as a novelist and public intellectual, capable of forming
ethical responses to contemporary issues like neoliberalism and place of the petit bourgeoisie in
social life. I define Grass’s trajectory as a thinker through his novels and speeches. Primarily, I draw
attention to the role memory plays in Grass’s thought: that his work represented an intellectual and
aesthetic response to the role Nazism continued to play in West German politics in the post war era.
To Grass, Nazism represented a resurgent threat unaddressed following the end of World War II.
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Later, Grass amended his concept of memory politics to address neoliberal capitalism, reiterating his
radicalism and affirming the need for German society to resist the rise of extreme ideologies.

macabre carnival novel: The Carnival of the Night Nicholas Carey, 2018-03-06 Some call it
purgatory, others know it as the in-between, but for those poor souls who are trapped there
eternally, it is simply The Carnival -- a macabre mockery where night is never-ending, and a sadistic
creature known as The Fool reigns unchallenged.And The Fool has one rule: No one leaves The
Carnival. Ever.Christopher, the latest arrival thrust reluctantly through the gates, is certain that he
doesn't belong there, and he's damn sure he's not staying. But if he's to stand any chance of getting
out, he's going to have to trust a girl who can't possibly be what she claims. With her help, he must
confront not only The Fool, but his own dark past.---WHAT READERS ARE SAYING:A wild ride that
urges you to consume the words as quickly as your brain can process.I didn't know a book so
macabre could be such a fun read.The Carnival of Night is an excellent piece of modern fiction that
is reminiscent of Ray Bradbury's Something Wicked this way comes.

macabre carnival novel: The Gothic Imagination John C. Tibbetts, 2011-10-10 This book brings
together the author's interviews with many prominent figures in fantasy, horror, and science fiction
to examine the traditions and extensions of the gothic mode of storytelling over the last 200 years
and its contemporary influence on film and media.

macabre carnival novel: Shadows in the Water: The Final Reckoning Bundle (Books
10-12) Kory M. Shrum, Save $$$ with this Shadows in the Water: The Final Reckoning Bundle
(Books 10-12) The stakes have never been higher. The enemies have never been darker. And Lou
Thorne has never had more to lose. This exclusive ebook bundle brings together the final three
explosive installments in the bestselling Shadows in the Water series, a supernatural thriller saga
that blends relentless action, razor-sharp suspense, and a heroine unlike any other. Perfect for fans
of Lee Child’s Jack Reacher, Robert Ludlum’s Jason Bourne, Jeff Lindsay’s Dexter Morgan, and Dean
Koontz’s Odd Thomas. This collection includes three books: One Foot in the Grave (Book 10) When
Lou saves two extraordinary children on the run, she doesn’t expect to uncover a decades-old
nightmare: a serial killer who murdered parents and vanished with their infants—children who were
never found. If two survived, could the others still be alive? Lou races to uncover the truth before
time runs out. Meanwhile, PI Robert King takes a case that plunges him into the shadows of the
French Quarter, where whispers of cults, satanists, and dark magic are impossible to ignore. Blood
Rain (Book 11) Konstantine’s criminal empire is under threat, and his most loyal ally, Stefano, has
disappeared after his sister’s murder. The obvious weapon is Lou—La Strega, the feared assassin
who strikes terror into their enemies. But Lou is seven months pregnant with Konstantine’s child.
Sending her could mean sacrificing them both. Can Konstantine protect the people he loves without
betraying the ones who depend on him? First Light (Book 12) Lou is about to face the greatest
challenge of her life: becoming a mother in the middle of a war. Wounded, in labor, and with her
supernatural abilities faltering, Lou must summon every ounce of courage to protect her child from
those who would destroy her family. Across the ocean, a ruthless rival strikes at the perfect moment,
forcing Lou’s chosen family into an all-out battle for survival—one they may not all walk away from.
Praise for Shadows in the Water 000 “An amazing book with a unique premise!” 000 “Dark and
suspenseful, Shadows in the Water sends tingles down your spine!” (0000 “The main character is a
serial killer, but it's cool. She only kills the bad guys.” JJ000 “Such a great book! I can't wait to read
the next one!” (0000 “Taut, well written, and absorbing!” (0000 “One of the best supernatural
thrillers.” Get the bundle today and immerse yourself in the gripping story of Lou Thorne’s
unforgettable story, where loyalty is tested, love is forged in fire, and vengeance walks in the
shadows. Books 1-9 of the Shadows in the Water series are also available in ebook bundles

macabre carnival novel: The Monster That Is History Dewei Wang, 2004-10-04 In ancient
China a monster called Taowu was known for both its vicious nature and its power to see the past
and the future. Since the seventeenth century, fictive accounts of history have accommodated
themselves to the monstrous nature of Taowu. Moving effortlessly across the entire
twentieth-century literary landscape, David Der-wei Wang delineates the many meanings of Chinese



violence and its literary manifestations.

macabre carnival novel: The Monster That Is History David Der-Wei Wang, 2004-10-04 In
ancient China a monster called Taowu was known for both its vicious nature and its power to see the
past and the future. Over the centuries Taowu underwent many incarnations until it became
identifiable with history itself. Since the seventeenth century, fictive accounts of history have
accommodated themselves to the monstrous nature of Taowu. Moving effortlessly across the entire
twentieth-century literary landscape, David Der-wei Wang delineates the many meanings of Chinese
violence and its literary manifestations. Taking into account the campaigns of violence and brutality
that have rocked generations of Chinese—often in the name of enlightenment, rationality, and
utopian plenitude—this book places its arguments along two related axes: history and
representation, modernity and monstrosity. Wang considers modern Chinese history as a complex of
geopolitical, ethnic, gendered, and personal articulations of bygone and ongoing events. His
discussion ranges from the politics of decapitation to the poetics of suicide, and from the typology of
hunger and starvation to the technology of crime and punishment.

macabre carnival novel: Popular Modernity in America Michael Thomas Carroll, 2000-09-28
Does technology alter our ways of being in and perceiving the world, or does it merely serve as a
conduit for predetermined patterns of culture? In addressing this question, Popular Modernity in
America examines a broad range of related cultural and technological phenomena—from Bing
Crosby to Ice Cube, from the invention of the telegraph to the celebratory heralding of the internet
in the 1990s—that have helped shape American popular culture over the past 150 years.
Throughout, it avoids the binaries that label popular culture as inherently liberatory or subtly
oppressive, arguing instead for the triadic relationship of experience, technology, and myth, each of
which has an active role to play in how we interact with popular culture.

macabre carnival novel: The Book of Spies Gayle Lynds, 2010-03-30 For centuries,
emperors, historians, and even the Vatican have tried to locate Ivan the Terrible's magnificent
Library of Gold — a long-missing archive containing gold-covered, bejeweled books dating all the
way back to the ancient Greeks. Now one of the volumes, The Book of Spies, has surfaced, and along
with it the highly secret book club that owns the Library of Gold. They form a cabal of the globe's
most powerful men - men who will do anything to achieve their aims and protect their interests.
When the CIA discovers a connection between the legendary library and a bank account linked to
terrorists, they turn to rare books curator Eva Blake for help. Soon an attempt is made on Eva's life.
Determined not only to survive but to uncover the truth, Eva turns to the only person she can
trust—Judd Ryder, a former intelligence agent with his own agenda and a troubled past. Together,
Judd and Eva embark on an international adventure from London to Rome, Istanbul, and Athens.
Somehow they must do what no one else has been able to do - find the library and stay alive.

macabre carnival novel: The Gothic World of Stephen King Gary Hoppenstand, Ray Broadus
Browne, 1987 Stephen King’s popularity lies in his ability to reinterpret the standard Gothic tale in
new and exciting ways. Through his eyes, the conventional becomes unconventional and wonderful.
King thus creates his own Gothic world and then interprets it for us. This book analyzes King's
interpretations and his mastery of popular literature. The essays discuss adolescent revolt, the artist
as survivor, the vampire in popular literature, and much more.

macabre carnival novel: Historical Dictionary of Horror Literature Mark A. Fabrizi,
2023-12-06 Stories of vampires, werewolves, zombies, witches, goblins, mummies, and other
supernatural creatures have existed for time immemorial, and scary stories are among the earliest
types of fiction ever recorded. Historical Dictionary of Horror Literature is an invaluable aid in
studying horror literature, including influential authors, texts, terms, subgenres, and literary
movements. This book contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has more than 400 cross-referenced entries covering authors, subgenres, tropes,
awards, organizations, and important terms related to horror. Historical Dictionary of Horror
Literature is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more
about horror literature.




macabre carnival novel: The Carnivalesque Defunto Robert Henry Moser, 2008 The
Carnivalesque Defunto explores the representations of death and the dead in Brazil’s collective and
literary imagination. The recurring stereotype of Brazil as the land of samba, soccer, and sandy
beaches overlooks a more complex cultural heritage in which, since colonial times, a relationship of
proximity and reciprocity has been cultivated between the living and the dead. Robert H. Moser
details the emergence of a prominent motif in modern Brazilian literature, namely the carnivalesque
defunto (the dead) that, in the form of a protagonist or narrator, returns to beseech, instruct,
chastise, or even seduce the living. Drawing upon the works of esteemed Brazilian writers such as
Machado de Assis, Erico Verissimo, and Jorge Amado, Moser demonstrates how the defunto, through
its mocking laughter and Dionysian resurrection, simultaneously subverts and inverts the status quo,
thereby exposing underlying points of tension within Brazilian social and political history.
Incorporating elements of both a celestial advocate and an untrustworthy specter, the defunto also
serves as a metaphor for one of modern Brazil’s greatest dilemmas: reconciling the past with the
present. The Carnivalesque Defunto offers a comparative framework by juxtaposing the Brazilian
literary ghost with other Latin American, Caribbean, and North American examples. It also presents
a cross-disciplinary approach toward understanding the complex relationship forged between
Brazil’s spiritual traditions and literary expressions.

macabre carnival novel: Horror Literature through History Matt Cardin, 2017-09-21 This
two-volume set offers comprehensive coverage of horror literature that spans its deep history,
dominant themes, significant works, and major authors, such as Stephen King, Edgar Allan Poe, and
Anne Rice, as well as lesser-known horror writers. Many of today's horror story fans—who
appreciate horror through movies, television, video games, graphic novels, and other
forms—probably don't realize that horror literature is not only one of the most popular types of
literature but one of the oldest. People have always been mesmerized by stories that speak to their
deepest fears. Horror Literature through History shows 21st-century horror fans the literary sources
of their favorite entertainment and the rich intrinsic value of horror literature in its own right.
Through profiles of major authors, critical analyses of important works, and overview essays focused
on horror during particular periods as well as on related issues such as religion, apocalypticism,
social criticism, and gender, readers will discover the fascinating early roots and evolution of horror
writings as well as the reciprocal influence of horror literature and horror cinema. This unique
two-volume reference set provides wide coverage that is current and compelling to modern
readers—who are of course also eager consumers of entertainment. In the first section, overview
essays on horror during different historical periods situate works of horror literature within the
social, cultural, historical, and intellectual currents of their respective eras, creating a seamless
narrative of the genre's evolution from ancient times to the present. The second section
demonstrates how otherwise unrelated works of horror have influenced each other, how horror
subgenres have evolved, and how a broad range of topics within horror—such as ghosts, vampires,
religion, and gender roles—have been handled across time. The set also provides alphabetically
arranged reference entries on authors, works, and specialized topics that enable readers to zero in
on information and concepts presented in the other sections.

macabre carnival novel: Exploring the Horror of Supernatural Fiction Miranda Corcoran,
Steve Gronert Ellerhoff, 2020-06-02 Detailing the adventures of a supernatural clan of vampires,
witches, and assorted monstrosities, Ray Bradbury’s Elliott family stories are a unique component of
his extensive literary output. Written between 1946 and 1994, Bradbury eventually quilted the
stories together into a novel, From the Dust Returned (2001), making it a creative project that
spanned his adult life. Not only do the stories focus on a single familial unit, engaging with
overlapping twentieth-century themes of family, identity and belonging, they were also unique in
their time, interrogating post-war American ideologies of domestic unity while reinventing and
softening gothic horror for the Baby Boomer generation. Centred around diverse interpretations of
the Elliott Family stories, this collection of critical essays recovers the Elliotts for academic purposes
by exploring how they form a collective gothic mythos while ranging across distinct themes. Essays



included discuss the diverse ways in which the Elliott stories pose questions about difference and
Otherness in America; engage with issues of gender, sexuality, and adolescence; and interrogate
complex discourses surrounding history, identity, community, and the fantasy of family.

macabre carnival novel: The Encyclopedia of the Gothic William Hughes, David Punter,
Andrew Smith, 2015-10-06 The Encylopedia of the Gothic features a series of newly-commissioned
essays from experts in Gothic studies that cover all aspects of the Gothic as it is currently taught and
researched, along with the development of the genre and its impact on contemporary culture.
Comprises over 200 newly commissioned entries written by a stellar cast of over 130 experts in the
field Arranged in A-Z format across two fully cross-referenced volumes Represents the definitive
reference guide to all aspects of the Gothic Provides comprehensive coverage of relevant authors,
national traditions, critical developments, and notable texts that define, shape, and inform the genre
Extends beyond a purely literary analysis to explore Gothic elements of film, music, drama, art, and
architecture. Explores the development of the genre and its impact on contemporary culture

macabre carnival novel: Dying for a Living Kory M. Shrum, 2014-03-04 And you thought
dying once would be hard... On the morning before her 67th death, it is business as usual for agent
Jesse Sullivan: meet with the mortician, counsel soon-to-be-dead clients, and have coffee while
reading the latest regeneration theory. Jesse dies for a living, literally. Because of a neurological
disorder, Jesse can serve as a death surrogate, dying so others don't have to. Although each death
replacement is different, the result is the same: a life is saved, and Jesse resurrects days later with
sore muscles, new scars, and another hole in her memory. But when Jesse is murdered and becomes
the sole suspect in a federal investigation, more than her freedom and sanity are at stake. She must
catch the killer herself--or die trying. Dying for a Living is the first book in Kory M. Shrum's gripping
urban fantasy series. If you like page-turning action, tough as nails heroines, and perfectly-paced
suspense, then you'll love this hilarious and supernaturally fantastic ride.

macabre carnival novel: Dying by the Hour Kory M. Shrum, 2014-09-02 Fame, fortune, a
pulse—you can’t have everything. Jesse Sullivan and Ally Gallagher are famous thanks to their
recent kidnapping and brush with death. They have scars, but they’re breathing, and that’s more
than the other victims can say. Yet while they try to settle back into their routine, saving lives
through Jesse’s rare ability, neither can quite shake the feeling that the danger hasn’t truly passed.
Then another death replacement agent goes missing, and Jesse may be the only one who can find
her. But is the agent really another victim? Or is she the trap that will get them killed? Dying by the
Hour is the Amazon bestselling sequel to Dying for a Living, a “unique” and “totally original”
supernatural thriller. You do not have to read the books in order to enjoy them, but it is highly
recommended.

macabre carnival novel: Dying Light Kory M. Shrum, 2015-11-02 What doesn't kill you always
tries again. In the wake of her handler's death, Jesse has never felt more alone. If she has any hope
of defeating her sadistic, murdering father, Caldwell, she needs allies. In her quest to forge
alliances, Jesse goes to Chicago, Caldwell’s very own stronghold. But in this attempt to take the fight
to her father’s door, Jesse learns his secret. And it changes everything. Now that she knows the
truth, Jesse must decide if she has the strength to follow through with her brutal plan to save the
world—even if it means letting good people die... Dying Light is the fourth novel in the smart,
imaginative, and insanely addictive” Dying for a Living series. You do not have to read the series in
order to enjoy it, but it is highly recommended.

macabre carnival novel: Worth Dying For Kory M. Shrum, 2016-05-02 With enough power
coursing through your veins, it's hard to remember whose side you're on. Jesse Sullivan's father
commands a dark and terrible army under the guise of beloved church leader. Jesse and her friends
must hide deep undercover for fear of arrest or murder by his faithful followers. Their every move
brings risk of discovery. And when your enemy can control minds and teleport at will, there isn't a
single place in the world where you can hide... Worth Dying For is the fifth book in the smart,
imaginative, and insanely addictive urban fantasy series. The books do not have to be read in order,
but the author recommends it!




macabre carnival novel: 8 Seconds Blagomira Halacheva, 2024-02-02 8 Seconds defies easy
categorization - it’s a compelling blend of mystery, fantasy, historical exploration, and philosophical
inquiry. At its core is the character Harry Avramov, a modern-day Lucifer who emerged from a
fractured childhood and damaged dignity. Driven by revenge, Harry becomes a spellbinding
anti-hero who bends the rules of morality, flitting between this world and the otherworld while
questioning the very nature of choice and destiny. Unfettered by genre conventions, the novel avoids
expected resolutions, opting instead for a trio of unexpected, yet inevitable, endings. Steering clear
of cliché, the story delves into the complex fabric of family and the consequences of its collapse. It
draws inspiration from literary giants like Dante and Byron, as well as timeless Biblical themes,
shaping the narrative into a contemporary parable rich with age-old wisdom. As Harry navigates the
trials of existence and ambition, he ultimately finds himself journeying through time, from a cycle
initiated 50,000 years ago to the present. It takes him a mere 8 seconds to confront the ultimate
Truth - the essence of what truly matters in life.
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MACABRE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster In English, macabre was originally used in
reference to this "dance of death" but then gradually broadened in use to describe anything grim or
horrific. Today macabre functions as a synonym
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