
military society rituals
military society rituals have long played a crucial role in shaping the identity, cohesion,
and discipline of armed forces throughout history. These rituals encompass a wide range of
ceremonies, traditions, and symbolic acts that reinforce the values and hierarchy within
military organizations. From ancient warrior cultures to modern armed forces, military
society rituals serve to honor bravery, commemorate sacrifices, and foster a strong sense
of belonging among soldiers. Understanding these rituals provides insight into how military
societies maintain order, motivate personnel, and preserve their unique cultural heritage.
This article explores the various facets of military society rituals, including their historical
origins, key ceremonial practices, the role of symbolism, and their impact on morale and
cohesion.
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Historical Origins of Military Society Rituals
The roots of military society rituals can be traced back to ancient civilizations where
warfare was intertwined with religious and cultural practices. Early warrior societies often
conducted rites before and after battles to seek divine favor and commemorate victories or
losses. These rituals helped establish a collective identity among soldiers and reinforced
the warrior ethos that defined their social standing.

Ancient Warrior Traditions
In societies such as the Spartans of ancient Greece and the samurai of feudal Japan,
ritualistic practices were integral to the military lifestyle. The Spartans, for example,
implemented rigorous initiation ceremonies and communal meals that symbolized unity
and discipline. The samurai followed the Bushido code, which included ritualized behaviors
and ceremonies that emphasized honor, loyalty, and courage.

Medieval and Early Modern Military Rituals
During the medieval period, knighthood ceremonies, oaths of fealty, and battlefield honors
became prominent. These rituals formalized the values of chivalry and loyalty to



sovereigns. In the early modern era, military uniforms, regimental colors, and formal
parades emerged as important ritual elements, reflecting growing state control over
military forces.

Key Ceremonial Practices in Military Societies
Ceremonial practices are core components of military society rituals, serving multiple
purposes such as honoring fallen comrades, celebrating achievements, and marking
transitions within the ranks. These ceremonies often combine music, formal dress, and
symbolic gestures to create a powerful experience for participants and observers alike.

Military Parades and Reviews
Military parades are highly structured events that showcase discipline and strength. They
often include marching in formation, the display of flags and banners, and inspection by
commanding officers. Reviews serve to assess readiness and boost morale while reinforcing
the chain of command.

Promotion and Commissioning Ceremonies
Advancement in rank is marked by formal ceremonies that recognize the achievements and
responsibilities of service members. These rituals typically involve the presentation of
insignia, the taking of oaths, and public acknowledgment by peers and superiors. They
symbolize the transition to new roles and the continued commitment to military service.

Memorial and Remembrance Services
Honoring those who have sacrificed their lives is a solemn and essential aspect of military
society rituals. Memorial services may include the playing of "Taps," wreath-laying
ceremonies, moments of silence, and the recitation of prayers or speeches. These practices
help preserve the memory of fallen soldiers and provide solace to their comrades and
families.

The Role of Symbolism in Military Rituals
Symbolism is a powerful element in military society rituals, conveying values, history, and
identity through tangible and intangible means. Symbols such as flags, uniforms, insignia,
and weapons carry deep meaning and reinforce the ethos of the military community.

Flags and Colors
Regimental and national flags are central symbols in military rituals. They represent the
honor and heritage of a unit or country and are treated with great reverence. Ceremonies



often involve the raising, lowering, or presentation of flags, emphasizing loyalty and pride.

Uniforms and Insignia
Military uniforms and rank insignia visually communicate hierarchy, role, and affiliation. The
wearing of specific attire during rituals underscores discipline and unity, while the
presentation of new insignia during promotions symbolizes achievement and responsibility.

Ritual Weapons and Equipment
Certain weapons and equipment are used symbolically in rituals to represent martial
prowess and tradition. For example, the presentation of swords during commissioning
ceremonies or the firing of volleys at memorials connects the present to the historical
warrior ethos.

Military Rituals and Unit Cohesion
One of the primary functions of military society rituals is to strengthen unit cohesion and
foster a shared sense of purpose among service members. Rituals create bonds that
transcend individual differences and reinforce collective identity, essential for effective
military operations.

Building Esprit de Corps
Rituals such as unit chants, shared meals, and initiation ceremonies contribute to esprit de
corps—the spirit of the group. This camaraderie enhances cooperation, trust, and morale,
which are critical in high-stress combat environments.

Rituals as Tools for Discipline and Motivation
Consistent participation in rituals instills discipline by emphasizing order, respect, and
commitment. They also motivate soldiers by recognizing achievements and reinforcing the
importance of their roles within the larger military framework.

Modern Adaptations of Traditional Military
Rituals
While many military society rituals have ancient origins, modern armed forces have
adapted these practices to contemporary contexts. Advances in technology, changes in
warfare, and evolving societal values have influenced how rituals are conducted and their
significance.



Incorporation of Technology
Modern ceremonies may include multimedia presentations, digital roll calls, and virtual
participation to accommodate dispersed units and enhance engagement. Despite
technological integration, the core symbolic elements remain intact to preserve tradition.

Diversity and Inclusion in Military Rituals
Contemporary military societies are increasingly diverse, prompting adaptations in rituals
to reflect inclusivity while maintaining respect for heritage. This includes recognizing the
contributions of all service members and accommodating different cultural backgrounds
within ceremonial practices.

Continuity and Change
Military organizations strive to balance the preservation of time-honored rituals with
necessary changes that reflect current realities. This dynamic ensures that military society
rituals remain relevant and meaningful for today's armed forces.

Preservation of Historical Customs

Adaptation to Modern Military Needs

Integration of Global Military Traditions

Frequently Asked Questions

What are military society rituals?
Military society rituals are formal ceremonies, traditions, and practices observed within
military communities to reinforce discipline, honor, and camaraderie.

Why are rituals important in military societies?
Rituals in military societies promote unity, uphold traditions, instill discipline, and honor the
history and values of the armed forces.

What is the significance of the military salute as a
ritual?
The military salute is a sign of respect and recognition among service members,
symbolizing trust, discipline, and mutual honor.



How do military rituals vary across different cultures?
Military rituals vary based on cultural heritage, historical context, and local traditions,
reflecting each society's unique values and military history.

What role do initiation ceremonies play in military
societies?
Initiation ceremonies mark the formal acceptance of new recruits into the military
community, fostering belonging and commitment to the group's values.

How are military funerals conducted as part of military
rituals?
Military funerals honor fallen service members with specific rites such as flag folding, gun
salutes, and playing taps to show respect and gratitude for their service.

What is the purpose of the changing of the guard
ritual?
The changing of the guard is a ceremonial practice that symbolizes vigilance, continuity,
and the protection of important sites or persons.

How do military societies use rituals to build morale?
Rituals create shared experiences, reinforce identity, and boost esprit de corps, which
collectively enhance morale among military personnel.

Are military rituals evolving with modern armed forces?
Yes, while many traditional rituals are maintained, modern armed forces adapt rituals to
contemporary values and technologies to stay relevant.

Can military society rituals influence civilian society?
Military rituals can influence civilian society by promoting values like discipline, respect,
and patriotism, often being incorporated into public ceremonies and commemorations.

Additional Resources
1. “The Warrior’s Code: Rituals and Traditions in Military Culture”
This book explores the deep-rooted rituals and traditions that shape military identity and
cohesion. It delves into ceremonies such as initiation rites, honor codes, and
commemorative practices that foster a sense of belonging and discipline among soldiers.
The author combines historical analysis with firsthand accounts to provide a comprehensive
view of military societal rituals.



2. “Marching Orders: The Role of Ritual in Armed Forces Discipline”
Focusing on the connection between ritual and discipline, this book examines how
repetitive ceremonies and formalized practices maintain order within military ranks. It
discusses the psychological impact of rituals like morning formations, saluting, and awards
ceremonies on morale and obedience. The work highlights the importance of ritual in
creating a structured military society.

3. “Sacred Duty: Religious and Spiritual Rituals in the Military”
This volume investigates the spiritual dimensions of military life, covering chaplaincy
services, battlefield prayers, and memorial rituals. It highlights how religious practices
provide comfort, meaning, and ethical guidance to service members in challenging
circumstances. The book also addresses the diversity of faith traditions within modern
military forces.

4. “Uniformed Traditions: The Symbolism of Military Attire and Insignia”
Examining the ritualistic aspects of military uniforms, this book reveals how attire serves as
a powerful symbol of rank, honor, and belonging. It traces the historical evolution of military
dress codes and their ceremonial uses, such as parades and inspections. The author
discusses how uniforms reinforce identity and unity within military societies.

5. “Rites of Passage: Initiation and Promotion Ceremonies in the Military”
This book analyzes the significant rituals marking transitions in a soldier’s career, including
boot camps, commissioning ceremonies, and rank promotions. It explores how these rites
of passage instill pride, responsibility, and a sense of achievement. The text incorporates
cross-cultural perspectives to show the universality and variation in military initiation
rituals.

6. “Battlefield Commemoration: Memorial Rituals and Military Remembrance”
Focusing on how militaries honor their fallen, this book covers rituals such as moments of
silence, wreath-laying ceremonies, and veterans’ parades. It discusses the social and
psychological functions of remembrance rituals in fostering collective memory and national
identity. The author also examines the role of monuments and memorials in military
societies.

7. “The Social Fabric of Soldiers: Community and Ritual in Military Life”
This work explores how rituals create social bonds among soldiers, from informal traditions
to formal gatherings. It investigates the role of mess dinners, camaraderie rituals, and
shared customs in building trust and solidarity. The book provides insights into the social
dynamics that sustain military units beyond formal command structures.

8. “Ceremonial Warfare: Rituals of Combat and Strategy”
This book delves into the ceremonial aspects of warfare, including pre-battle rituals, war
dances, and symbolic gestures that prepare soldiers mentally and spiritually for combat. It
discusses how these rituals serve to intimidate enemies, boost morale, and reinforce
cultural values related to honor and bravery. Historical examples from diverse military
cultures illustrate the persistent role of ritual in warfare.

9. “Echoes of Duty: Oral Traditions and Storytelling in Military Rituals”
Highlighting the importance of oral history, this book examines how storytelling functions
as a ritual to transmit values, lessons, and collective memory within military groups. It looks
at war stories, legends, and ceremonial speeches that bind soldiers across generations. The



author emphasizes the power of narrative in shaping military identity and preserving
heritage.
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  military society rituals: The Military and Militarism in Israeli Society Edna
Lomsky-Feder, Eyal Ben-Ari, 2012-02-01 The Military and Militarism in Israeli Society systematically
examines the cultural and social construction of 'things military' within Israel. Contributors from
comparative literature, film studies, sociology, anthropology, geography, history, and cultural
studies explore the arenas in which the centrality of military matters are produced and reproduced
by the state and by other public bodies. Analysis is presented using three perspectives: the
production and reproduction of collective representations; the dynamics of gender, voice, and
resistance; and the construction of individual life-worlds.
  military society rituals: The Puritan Culture of America's Military Ronald Lorenzo, 2016-02-24
This book explores Puritanism and its continuing influence on U.S. and military law in the Global
War on Terror, exploring connections between Puritanism and notions of responsibility in relation to
military crimes, superstitious practices within the military, and urges for revenge. Engaging with the
work of figures such as Durkheim, Fauconnet and Weber, it draws on primary data gathered through
participation and observation at the U.S. Army courts-martial following events at Abu Ghraib,
Operation Iron Triangle, the Baghdad canal killings and a war crimes case in Afghanistan, to show
how Puritan cultural habits color and shape both American military actions and the ways in which
these actions are perceived by the American public. A theoretically sophisticated examination of the
cultural tendencies that shape military conduct and justice in the context of a contemporary global
conflict, The Puritan Culture of America’s Military will appeal to scholars across the social sciences
with interests in social theory and sociology, cultural studies, politics and international relations and
military studies.
  military society rituals: Military Culture in Imperial China Nicola Di Cosmo, 2011-03-04 These
original essays explore the relationship between culture and the military in Chinese society from
early China to the Qing empire, with contributions by eminent scholars aiming to reexamine the
relationship between military matters and law, government, historiography, art, philosophy,
literature, and politics.
  military society rituals: The Military and Society in Russia, 1450-1917 Eric Lohr, Marshall
Poe, 2002-11-01 This book explores the interaction of the Russian military and society in the early
modern and modern period. In contrast to straightforward military histories, the volume is
concerned with the myriad political, economic and cultural currents that shaped the Russian armed
forces from their beginnings in Muscovite times to the end of World War I. The book begins with an
attempt by the editors to provide a large frame in which to place the various contributions. What
follows are three topical sections, including 22 detailed, often archival based monographic articles.
The first section concerns The Military and Society in Muscovy; the second section focuses on The
Military and Society in Imperial Russia. The third part analyzes Patriotism, Nationality, Religion and
the Military.
  military society rituals: Militärgeschichtliche Zeitschrift , 2017
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  military society rituals: Military Ethos and Visual Culture in Post-Conquest Mexico
M?aDom?uez Torres, 2017-07-05 Bringing to bear her extensive knowledge of the cultures of
Renaissance Europe and sixteenth-century Mexico, M?a Dom?uez Torres here investigates the
significance of military images and symbols in post-Conquest Mexico. She shows how the 'conquest'
in fact involved dynamic exchanges between cultures; and that certain interconnections between
martial, social and religious elements resonated with similar intensity among Mesoamericans and
Europeans, creating indeed cultural bridges between these diverse communities. Multidisciplinary in
approach, this study builds on scholarship in the fields of visual, literary and cultural studies to
analyse the European and Mesoamerican content of the martial imagery fostered within the
indigenous settlements of central Mexico, as well as the ways in which local communities and
leaders appropriated, manipulated, modified and reinterpreted foreign visual codes. Military Ethos
and Visual Culture in Post-Conquest Mexico draws on post-structuralist and post-colonial
approaches to analyse the complex dynamics of identity formation in colonial communities.
  military society rituals: The Military-State-Society Symbiosis Peter Karsten, 2013-12-16 These
five volumes concern one of the most important institutions in human history, the military, and the
interactions of that institution with the greater society. Military systems serve nations; they may also
reflect them. Soldiers are enlisted; they may also be said to self-select. Military units have missions;
they also have interests. In an older, more traditional military history, while the second reflects a
newer approach. Although each statement in the pairs may be said to be true, the former speak from
the framework of the military sciences; the latter, from the framework of the social and behavioral
sciences. The military systems of our past differ from one another over time, in political origins, size,
missions, and technological and tactical fashions, but to a great extent their historical experiences
have been more noticeably similar than they were different. When we ask questions about the
recruiting, training, or motivating of military systems, or of those systems' interactions with civilian
governments and with the greater society, as do the essays in these five volumes of reading on The
Military and Society we are struck by the almost timeless patterns of continuity and similarity of
experience. In each of these volumes approximately half of the essays selected deal with the
experience in the United States; the other half, with the experiences of other states and times,
enabling the reader to engage in comparative analysis.
  military society rituals: Child Soldiers in Africa Alcinda Honwana, 2011-06-03 Young people
have been at the forefront of political conflict in many parts of the world, even when it has turned
violent. In some of those situations, for a variety of reasons, including coercion, poverty, or the
seductive nature of violence, children become killers before they are able to grasp the fundamentals
of morality. It has been only in the past ten years that this component of warfare has captured the
attention of the world. Images of boys carrying guns and ammunition are now commonplace as they
flash across television screens and appear on the front pages of newspapers. Less often, but equally
disturbingly, stories of girls pressed into the service of militias surface in the media. A major
concern today is how to reverse the damage done to the thousands of children who have become not
only victims but also agents of wartime atrocities. In Child Soldiers in Africa, Alcinda Honwana
draws on her firsthand experience with children of Angola and Mozambique, as well as her study of
the phenomenon for the United Nations and the Social Science Research Council, to shed light on
how children are recruited, what they encounter, and how they come to terms with what they have
done. Honwana looks at the role of local communities in healing and rebuilding the lives of these
children. She also examines the efforts undertaken by international organizations to support these
wartime casualties and enlightens the reader on the obstacles faced by such organizations.
  military society rituals: The British Isles Hugh Kearney, 1995-02-24 Challenging traditional
accounts of what constitutes national history, this unique survey of the British Isles from pre-Roman
times to the 20th century is distinguished by its stress on the fact that English history forms only
part of a broader history of four nations.
  military society rituals: Military Ethos and Visual Culture in Post-conquest Mexico Mónica
Domínguez Torres, 2013 Bringing to bear her extensive knowledge of the cultures of Renaissance



Europe and sixteenth-century Mexico, Mónica Domínguez Torres here investigates the significance
of military images and symbols in post-Conquest Mexico. She shows how the 'conquest' in fact
involved dynamic exchanges between cultures; and that certain interconnections between martial,
social and religious elements resonated with similar intensity among Mesoamericans and Europeans,
creating indeed cultural bridges between these diverse communities. Multidisciplinary in approach,
this study builds on scholarship in the fields of visual, literary and cultural studies to analyse the
European and Mesoamerican content of the martial imagery fostered within the indigenous
settlements of central Mexico, as well as the ways in which local communities and leaders
appropriated, manipulated, modified and reinterpreted foreign visual codes. Military Ethos and
Visual Culture in Post-Conquest Mexico draws on post-structuralist and post-colonial approaches to
analyse the complex dynamics of identity formation in colonial communities.
  military society rituals: The Army Chaplaincy , 1997
  military society rituals: Martial Culture in the Lifeways of US Servicemembers and Veterans
Nathan J. Hogan, 2024-02-13 This book develops a new concept—“martial culture”—with which to
problematize and reframe thinking surrounding the lifeways of US servicemembers, by exploring the
values, beliefs, norms, and rituals they are exposed to and practice during military service. By
reuniting the two concepts of servicemember and veteran into one overarching cultural model, the
author shows how the concept of martial culture can be used to acknowledge the unbroken, holistic,
multidimensional life cycle of an individual. Adopting a comparative mythological approach and
drawing upon Roman, Navajo, Hindu, Norse, and Japanese myths that speak to the lived experiences
of servicemembers, veterans, and their families, it weaves together ancient voices and contemporary
servicemember experiential existences to offer new insight into the psychological experience of
servicemembers. It will be of strong interest to psychologists who seek to develop their treatment of
veterans by understanding the unique lifeway of service without judgement and offering a balanced,
integrated spiritual connection, while pushing back against both inaccurate assumptions of martial
lifeways and the influences of industrialized secular approaches to service. It will also appeal to
those within the fields of military sociology and psychology.
  military society rituals: Peacekeeping Under Fire Robert A. Rubinstein, 2015-11-17 The
international community increasingly responds to civil wars, humanitarian crises, and other
intrastate conflicts through the instrument of UN peacekeeping. Nearly all of these interventions
take place in non-Western areas and involve interactions among militaries and nongovernmental
organizations from all around the globe. In this wide-ranging book, Rubinstein draws on decades of
his own research on peacekeeping, and on other current and historical cases, to develop a broad
understanding of the roles that culture plays in peacekeeping's success or failure. Peacekeeping
under Fire shows that cultural considerations are key elements at all levels of peacekeeping
operations. Culture influences what happens between peacekeepers and local populations, how
military and nongovernmental organizations interact, and even how missions are planned and
authorized. Peacekeeping under Fire analyzes how political symbolism and ritual are critical to
peacekeeping and demonstrates how questions of power, identity, and political perception emerge
from the cultural context of peacekeeping.
  military society rituals: Music Along the Rapidan James Andrew Davis, 2014-05-01 In
December 1863, Civil War soldiers took refuge from the dismal conditions of war and weather. They
made their winter quarters in the Piedmont region of central Virginia, the Union's Army of the
Potomac in Culpeper County, the Confederacy's Army of Northern Virginia in neighboring Orange
County. For the next six months, the opposing soldiers eyed each other warily across the Rapidan
River. In Music Along the Rapidan, James A. Davis examines the role of music in defining the social
communities that emerged during this winter encampment. Music was an essential part of each
soldier's personal identity and Davis considers how music became a means of controlling the
acoustic and social cacophony of war that surrounded them. Music also became a touchstone for
colliding communities during the encampment--the communities of the enlisted men and officers or
Northerners and Southerners on the one hand, and the shared communities occupied by both soldier



and civilian on the other--enabling them to define their relationships and their environment,
emotionally, socially, and audibly.
  military society rituals: Serving Military and Veteran Families Karen Rose Blaisure, Christina
M. Marini, Tara Saathoff-Wells, Catherine Walker O’Neal, Mallory Lucier-Greer, Amy Laura Dombro,
Colonel Angela Pereira, Shelley M. MacDermid Wadsworth, 2024-01-23 Serving Military and
Veteran Families introduces readers to the unique culture of military families, their resilience, and
the challenges of military life. It reviews the latest research, theories, policies, and programs to
prepare readers for understanding and working with military and veteran families. It also offers
practical knowledge about the challenges that come with military family life and the federal policies,
laws, and programs that support military and veteran families. Boasting a new full-color design and
rich with pedagogy, the text also includes several boxed elements in each chapter. Spotlight on
Research highlights researchers who study military and veteran families with the goal of informing
and enriching the work of family support professionals. Voices from the Frontline presents the
real-life stories of support program leaders, practitioners, researchers, policymakers, and most
importantly service members and veterans and their families. Tips from the Frontline offers
concrete, hands-on suggestions based on the experiences and wisdom of the people featured in the
text and the broader research and practice communities. Third Edition features: Streamlined focus
on theories and the addition of the contextual model of family stress and life course theory, including
an interview with Glen Elder in which he shares his perspective on the development of life course
theory and how it can be applied to understand development across individuals and cohorts Personal
accounts of 70 program leaders, practitioners, researchers, policymakers, and, significantly, service
members, veterans, and family members who offer insight into their personal experiences,
successes, and challenges associated with military life 20 new interviews with service members,
veterans, family members, researchers, and clinicians that bring important topics to life Updated
demographics and descriptions of service members, veterans, and their families Expanded
descriptions of mental health treatment approaches with an emphasis on including family members
Updated exercises focused on providing services to military and veteran families New online
resources designed to further enrich discourse and discussion Serving Military and Veteran Families
is designed as a core text for advanced undergraduate or graduate courses on military and veteran
families, or as a supplement for related courses taught in family science, human development, family
life education, social work, and clinical or counseling psychology programs. Providing a foundation
for working with increased sensitivity, knowledge, and respect, the text can also be a useful
resource for helping professionals who work with military and veteran families.
  military society rituals: Sanctioned Violence in Early China Mark Edward Lewis,
1990-01-01 This book provides new insight into the creation of the Chinese empire by examining the
changing forms of permitted violence--warfare, hunting, sacrifice, punishments, and vengeance. It
analyzes the interlinked evolution of these violent practices to reveal changes in the nature of
political authority, in the basic units of social organization, and in the fundamental commitments of
the ruling elite. The work offers a new interpretation of the changes that underlay the
transformation of the Chinese polity from a league of city states dominated by aristocratic lineages
to a unified, territorial state controlled by a supreme autocrat and his agents. In addition, it shows
how a new pattern of violence was rationalized and how the Chinese of the period incorporated their
ideas about violence into the myths and proto-scientific theories that provided historical and natural
prototypes for the imperial state.
  military society rituals: Deep Loyalties Daniela Schmitz Wortmeyer, 2022-01-01 Cultural
practices and artifacts, in their multiple and varied forms, are grounded on values, which are so
deeply internalized by people that usually remain in the background, as taken-for-granted guides for
interpretations and decisions in everyday life. Shaping individual moral horizons is at the core of
socialization processes, through which older generations aim to disseminate their culturally
established values to the new ones, making use of suggestions mainly implicit in daily experiences
and interactions. Despite the strength of these processes of cultural canalization, people find



particular ways of positioning and interpreting social suggestions, drawing singular life trajectories
and developing themselves as unique beings. This is truthful also in case of highly institutionalized
settings like the military, in which people play in many forms an agentic role in their own
development, being prepared to perform their professional duties in very complex and challenging
activity contexts. This book is an invitation to dive deeper into human experiences lived in the
military through qualitative and in-depth approaches, observing their affective qualities, the
meanings they acquire and how they shape individuals’ identities, fostering the development and
try-out of specific ethical and moral values. The present work can contribute to research and
professional practice in fields related to human development, social processes, education and people
management in the military, as well as in other institutional contexts, especially by highlighting the
affective, meaningful and moral-ethical dimensions of cultural experiences.
  military society rituals: Military Leadership and Counterinsurgency Victoria Nolan,
2011-12-18 Offering a unique and original perspective on Britain's 'Small Wars' leadership culture -
this title is an essential reading for serving soldiers and scholars of military studies. It is based on
original archival research. It offers fascinating survey of counterinsurgency operations - with
relevance for today's military and security. Between 1948 and 1960, the British army conducted
three important counterinsurgency operations in Malaya, Kenya and Cyprus. During that time,
military leaders inspired the evolution of a distinct organisational culture, known as 'small wars
culture', which affected learning, discipline and attitudes towards leadership and fellow soldiers.
Using a synthesis of organisational theory and archival research, this book explores how military
leaders embedded and transmitted this particular military organisational culture within the British
army and provides an analysis of leaders' characteristics, their support networks and past
experiences. This book will be of interest to counterinsurgency specialists, the British Army and
military historians and sociologists, as well as to serving military forces.
  military society rituals: Serving Military Families Karen Rose Blaisure, Tara Saathoff-Wells,
Amy Laura Dombro, Colonel Angela Pereira, Shelley M. MacDermid Wadsworth, 2015-08-11 This
text introduces readers to the unique culture of military families, their resilience, and the challenges
of military life. Personal stories from nearly 70 active duty, reservists, veterans, and their families
from all branches and ranks of the military bring their experiences to life. A review of the latest
research, theories, policies, and programs better prepares readers for understanding and working
with military families. Objectives, key terms, tables, figures, summaries, and exercises, including
web based exercises, serve as a chapter review. The book concludes with a glossary. Readers learn
about diverse careers within which they can make important differences for families. Engaging
vignettes are featured throughout: Voices from the Frontline offer personal accounts of issues faced
by actual program leaders, practitioners, researchers, policy makers, service members, veterans,
and their families. Spotlight on Research highlights the latest studies on dealing with combat related
issues. Best Practices review the optimal strategies used in the field. Tips from the Frontline offer
suggestions from experienced personnel. Updated throughout including the latest demographic
data, the new edition also features: -New chapter (9) on women service members that addresses the
accomplishments and challenges faced by this population including sexual bias and assault, and
combat-related psychological disorders. - New chapter (10) on veterans and families looks at
veterans by era (e.g.WW2), each era’s signature issues and how those impact programs and policies,
and challenges veterans may face such as employment, education, and mental and physical health
issues. -Two new more comprehensive and cohesive chapters (11 & 12) review military and civilian
programs, policies, and organizations that support military and veteran families. -Additional
information on TBI and PTSD, the deployment cycle, stress and resilience, the possible negative
effects of military life on families, same-sex couples and their children, and the recent increase in
suicides in the military. -More applied cases and exercises that focus on providing services to
military families. Intended as a text for advanced undergraduate or graduate courses on military
families or as a supplement for courses on the family, marriage and family, stress and coping, or
family systems taught in family science, human development, clinical or counseling psychology,



sociology, social work, and nursing, this book also appeals to helping professionals who work with
military and veteran families.
  military society rituals: The Body and Military Masculinity in Late Qing and Early Republican
China Nicolas Schillinger, 2016-12-12 In 1894–1895, after suffering defeat against Japan in a war
primarily fought over the control of Korea, the Qing government initiated fundamental military
reforms and established “New Armies“ modeled after the German and Japanese military. Besides
reorganizing the structure of the army and improving military training, the goal was to overcome the
alleged physical weakness and lack of martial spirit attributed to Chinese soldiers in particular and
to Chinese men in general. Intellectuals, government officials, and military circles criticized the
pacifist and civil orientation of Chinese culture, which had resulted in a negative attitude towards its
armed forces and martial values throughout society and a lack of interest in martial deeds, glory on
the battlefield, and military achievements among men. The book examines the cultivation of new
soldiers, officers, and civilians through new techniques intended to discipline their bodies and
reconfigure their identities as military men and citizens. The book shows how the establishment of
German-style “New Armies” in China between 1895 and 1916 led to the re-creation of a militarized
version of masculinity that stressed physical strength, discipline, professionalism, martial spirit, and
“Western” military appearance and conduct. Although the military reforms did not prevent the
downfall of the Qing Dynasty or provide stable military clout to subsequent regimes, they left a
lasting legacy by reconfiguring Chinese military culture and re-creating military masculinity and the
image of men in China.
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