
lynching abolition
lynching abolition is a pivotal topic in the ongoing struggle for civil rights, justice, and
social equality. This article delves into the historical context of lynching, the emergence of
the abolition movement, and the critical steps taken to eradicate this violent practice.
Readers will discover the origins of lynching, significant milestones in its abolition, the
legislative efforts that shaped the movement, and the contemporary relevance of
continuing anti-lynching advocacy. By exploring the voices of activists, legal battles, and
the profound impact on affected communities, this comprehensive guide provides a
nuanced understanding of lynching abolition. Whether you are a student, a researcher, or
an advocate for justice, this article offers valuable insights into how society can confront its
past and work toward a future free from racial violence. Continue reading to uncover the
full story behind the abolition of lynching and its enduring importance.
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Lynching refers to extrajudicial killings, often by hanging, carried out by mobs as a form of
punishment or intimidation—typically without legal trial. While lynching has occurred in
various societies, in the United States
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  lynching abolition: Imagery of Lynching Dora Apel, 2004 Outside of the classroom and
scholarly publications, lynching has long been a taboo subject. Nice people, it is felt, do not talk
about it, and they certainly do not look at images representing the atrocity. In Imagery of Lynching,
Dora Apel contests this adopted stance of ignorance. Through a careful and compelling analysis of
over one hundred representations of lynching, she shows how the visual documentation of such
crimes can be a central vehicle for both constructing and challenging racial hierarchies. She
examines how lynching was often orchestrated explicitly for the camera and how these images
circulated on postcards, but also how they eventually were appropriated by antilynching forces and
artists from the 1930s to the present. She further investigates how photographs were used to
construct ideologies of whiteness and blackness, the role that gender played in these visual
representations, and how interracial desire became part of the imagery. Offering the fullest and
most systematic discussion of the depiction of lynching in diverse visual forms, this book addresses
questions about race, class, gender, and dissent in the shaping of American society. Although we
may want to avert our gaze, Apel holds it with her sophisticated interpretations of traumatic images
and the uses to which they have been put.
  lynching abolition: Lynching Reconsidered William D. Carrigan, 2014-02-04 The history of
lynching and mob violence has become a subject of considerable scholarly and public interest in
recent years. Popular works by James Allen, Philip Dray, and Leon Litwack have stimulated new
interest in the subject. A generation of new scholars, sparked by these works and earlier
monographs, are in the process of both enriching and challenging the traditional narrative of
lynching in the United States. This volume contains essays by ten scholars at the forefront of the
movement to broaden and deepen our understanding of mob violence in the United States. These
essays range from the Reconstruction to World War Two, analyze lynching in multiple regions of the
United States, and employ a wide range of methodological approaches. The authors explore
neglected topics such as: lynching in the Mid-Atlantic, lynching in Wisconsin, lynching photography,
mob violence against southern white women, black lynch mobs, grassroots resistance to racial
violence by African Americans, nineteenth century white southerners who opposed lynching, and the
creation of 'lynching narratives' by southern white newspapers. This book was first published as a
special issue of American Nineteenth Century History
  lynching abolition: The New Abolition Gary J. Dorrien, 2015-01-01 The black social gospel
emerged from the trauma of Reconstruction to ask what a new abolition would require in American
society. It became an important tradition of religious thought and resistance, helping to create an
alternative public sphere of excluded voices and providing the intellectual underpinnings of the civil
rights movement. This tradition has been seriously overlooked, despite its immense legacy. In this
groundbreaking work, Gary Dorrien describes the early history of the black social gospel from its
nineteenth-century founding to its close association in the twentieth century with W. E. B. Du Bois.
He offers a new perspective on modern Christianity and the civil rights era by delineating the
tradition of social justice theology and activism that led to Martin Luther King Jr.
  lynching abolition: Investigation of Communist Propaganda United States. Congress. House.
Special Committee on Communist Activities in the United States, 1930
  lynching abolition: The Truth About Lynching and the Negro in the South Winfield H.
Collins, 2022-08-21 In The Truth About Lynching and the Negro in the South, Winfield H. Collins
presents a critical examination of the socio-political climate surrounding lynching as it relates to
African Americans in the Southern United States. Written in a persuasive, yet academic style, the
book meticulously dissects contemporary narratives that have propagated misconceptions about
race and violence in the South. Collins employs a range of historical data, contemporary witness
accounts, and sociological analyses to illuminate the deep-seated prejudices and systemic injustices
underlying these brutal acts, situating his argument within the broader context of American racial
relations in the early 20th century. Winfield H. Collins was a prominent social commentator and
educator whose experience in both the South and the Northern states informed his insights into the
complexities of race relations. His commitment to advocating for social justice and understanding



the historical roots of systemic oppression led him to explore the narratives surrounding lynching,
aiming to debunk myths and foster a more informed discourse. Collins' thorough research and
compelling prose underscore his dedication to ameliorating racial tensions in a fractious period in
American history. This book is essential for readers seeking an in-depth understanding of the
historical intricacies of lynching and its implications for modern racial dynamics. Scholars, students,
and casual readers alike will benefit from Collins' enlightening perspectives, as the book invites a
reflective consideration of the past while challenging contemporary notions about race and justice in
America.
  lynching abolition: Lynching Ersula J. Ore, 2019-03-12 Winner of the 2020 Rhetoric Society of
America Book Award While victims of antebellum lynchings were typically white men, postbellum
lynchings became more frequent and more intense, with the victims more often black. After
Reconstruction, lynchings exhibited and embodied links between violent collective action, American
civic identity, and the making of the nation. Ersula J. Ore investigates lynching as a racialized
practice of civic engagement, in effect an argument against black inclusion within the changing
nation. Ore scrutinizes the civic roots of lynching, the relationship between lynching and white
constitutionalism, and contemporary manifestations of lynching discourse and logic today. From the
1880s onward, lynchings, she finds, manifested a violent form of symbolic action that called a
national public into existence, denoted citizenship, and upheld political community. Grounded in Ida
B. Wells’s summation of lynching as a social contract among whites to maintain a racial order, at its
core, Ore’s book speaks to racialized violence as a mode of civic engagement. Since violence enacts
an argument about citizenship, Ore construes lynching and its expressions as part and parcel of
America’s rhetorical tradition and political legacy. Drawing upon newspapers, official records, and
memoirs, as well as critical race theory, Ore outlines the connections between what was said and
written, the material practices of lynching in the past, and the forms these rhetorics and practices
assume now. In doing so, she demonstrates how lynching functioned as a strategy interwoven with
the formation of America’s national identity and with the nation’s need to continually restrict and
redefine that identity. In addition, Ore ties black resistance to lynching, the acclaimed exhibit
Without Sanctuary, recent police brutality, effigies of Barack Obama, and the killing of Trayvon
Martin.
  lynching abolition: Abolition Angela Y. Davis, 2024-01-09 A major collection of essays and
speeches from pioneering freedom fighter Angela Y. Davis For over fifty years, Angela Y. Davis has
been at the forefront of collective movements for abolition and feminism and the fight against state
violence and oppression. Abolition: Politics, Practices, Promises, the first of two important new
volumes, brings together an essential collection of Davis’s essays, and speeches over the years,
showing how her thinking has sharpened and evolved even as she has remained uncompromising in
her commitment to collective liberation. In pieces that address the history of abolitionist practice
and thought in the United States and globally, the unique contributions of women to abolitionist
struggles, and stories and lessons of organizing inside and beyond the prison walls, Davis is always
curious, always incisive, and always learning. Rich and rewarding, Abolition: Politics, Practices,
Promises will appeal to fans of Davis, to students and scholars reflecting on her life and work, and to
readers new to feminism, abolition, and struggles for liberation.
  lynching abolition: Current Trends in Slavery Studies in Brazil Stephan Conermann, Mariana
Dias Paes, Roberto Hofmeister Pich, Paulo Cruz Terra, 2023-05-22 African slaves were brought into
Brazil as early as 1530, with abolition in 1888. During those three centuries, Brazil received
4,000,000 Africans, over four times as many as any other American destination. Comparatively
speaking, Brazil received 40% of the total number of Africans brought to the Americas, while the US
received approximately 10%. Due to this huge influx of Africans, today Brazil’s African-descended
population is larger than the population of most African countries. Therefore, it is no surprise that
Slavery Studies are one of the most consolidated fields in Brazilian historiography. In the last
decades, a number of discussions have flourished on issues such as slave agency, slavery and law,
slavery and capitalism, slave families, demography of slavery, transatlantic slave trade, abolition etc.



In addition to these more consolidated fields, current research has focused on illegal enslavement,
global perspectives on slavery and the slave trade, slavery and gender, the engagement of different
social groups in the abolitionist movement or Atlantic connections. Taking into consideration these
new trends of Brazilian slavery studies, this volume of collected articles gives leading scholars the
chance to present their research to a broader academic community. Thus, the interested reader get
to know in more detail these current trends in Brazilian historiography on slavery.
  lynching abolition: (3 v. ) Hearings held in Detroit and Chicago United States. Congress.
House. Special Committee on Communist Activities in the United States, 1930
  lynching abolition: Lynchings in Mississippi Julius E. Thompson, 2015-06-08 Lynching
occurred more in Mississippi than in any other state. During the 100 years after the Civil War,
almost one in every ten lynchings in the United States took place in Mississippi. As in other Southern
states, these brutal murders were carried out primarily by white mobs against black victims. The
complicity of communities and courts ensured that few of the more than 500 lynchings in Mississippi
resulted in criminal convictions. This book studies lynching in Mississippi from the Civil War through
the civil rights movement. It examines how the crime unfolded in the state and assesses the large
number of deaths, the reasons, the distribution by counties, cities and rural locations, and public
responses to these crimes. The final chapter covers lynching's legacy in the decades since 1965; an
appendix offers a chronology.
  lynching abolition: Lynching in Virginia Gianluca De Fazio, 2024-08-22 Uncovering the history
and examining the legacy of lynching in the state of Virginia Although not as associated with
lynching as other southern states, Virginia has a tragically extensive history with these horrific
crimes. This important volume examines the more than one hundred people who were lynched in
Virginia between 1866 and 1932. Its diverse set of contributors—including scholars, journalists,
activists, and students—recover this wider history of lynching in Virginia, interrogate its legacy, and
spotlight contemporary efforts to commemorate the victims of racial terror across the
commonwealth. Together, their essays represent a small part of the growing effort to come to terms
with the role Virginia played in perpetuating America’s national shame.
  lynching abolition: From Lynch Mobs to the Killing State Charles J. Ogletree, Austin Sarat,
2006-05 Situates the linkage between race and the death penalty in the history of the U.S. Since
1976, over forty percent of prisoners executed in American jails have been African American or
Hispanic. This trend shows little evidence of diminishing, and follows a larger pattern of the violent
criminalization of African American populations that has marked the country's history of
punishment. In a bold attempt to tackle the looming question of how and why the connection
between race and the death penalty has been so strong throughout American history, Ogletree and
Sarat headline an interdisciplinary cast of experts in reflecting on this disturbing issue. Insightful
original essays approach the topic from legal, historical, cultural, and social science perspectives to
show the ways that the death penalty is racialized, the places in the death penalty process where
race makes a difference, and the ways that meanings of race in the United States are constructed in
and through our practices of capital punishment. From Lynch Mobs to the Killing State not only
uncovers the ways that race influences capital punishment, but also attempts to situate the linkage
between race and the death penalty in the history of this country, in particular the history of
lynching. In its probing examination of how and why the connection between race and the death
penalty has been so strong throughout American history, this book forces us to consider how the
death penalty gives meaning to race as well as why the racialization of the death penalty is uniquely
American.
  lynching abolition: Crime of Lynching United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the
Judiciary, 1948
  lynching abolition: Crime of Lynching United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the
Judiciary. Subcommittee on S. 42, S. 1352, and S. 1465, 1948
  lynching abolition: The Dialectics of Inquiry Across the Historical Social Sciences David
Baronov, 2013-11-07 This book turns conventional global-historical analysis on its head,



demonstrating, first, that local events cannot be derived — logically or historically — from
large-scale, global-historical structures and processes and, second, that it is these structures and
processes that, in fact, emerge from our analysis of local events. This is made evident via an analysis
of three disparate events: the New York City Draft Riots, AIDS in Mozambique, and a 2007 flood in
central Uruguay. In each case, Baronov chronicles how expressions of human agency at the level of
those caught up in each event give form and substance to various abstract global-historical concepts
— such as slavery in the Americas, global capitalist production, and colonial/postcolonial Africa.
Underlying this repositioning of the local and the ephemeral is an immanent, phenomenological
analysis that illustrates how mere transient events are the progenitors of otherwise abstract,
global-historical concepts. Traversing the intersections of human agency and structural
determinism, Baronov deftly retains the nuance and serendipity of everyday life, while deploying this
nuance and serendipity to further embellish our understanding of those enduring global-historical
structures and processes that shape large-scale, long-term, historical accounts of social and cultural
change across the historical social sciences.
  lynching abolition: The Crisis , 1938-10 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du Bois as the official
publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture and seeks to
educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African Americans and other
communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine of opinion and thought
leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled, informed, educated,
entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social agenda for our nation and
its multi-ethnic citizens.
  lynching abolition: Courting Death Carol S. Steiker, Jordan M. Steiker, 2016-11-07 Refusing
to eradicate the death penalty, the U.S. has attempted to reform and rationalize capital punishment
through federal constitutional law. While execution chambers remain active in several states, Carol
Steiker and Jordan Steiker argue that the fate of the American death penalty is likely to be sealed by
this failed judicial experiment.
  lynching abolition: Imprisoned by the Past Jeffrey L. Kirchmeier, 2015 In 1987, the United
States Supreme Court decided a case that could have ended the death penalty in the United States.
Imprisoned by the Past: Warren McCleskey and the American Death Penalty examines the long
history of the American death penalty and its connection to the case of Warren McCleskey, revealing
how that case marked a turning point for the history of the death penalty. In this book, Jeffrey L.
Kirchmeier explores one of the most important Supreme Court cases in history, a case that raised
important questions about race and punishment, and ultimately changed the way we understand the
death penalty today. McCleskey's case resulted in one of the most important Supreme Court
decisions in U.S. history, where the Court confronted evidence of racial discrimination in the
administration of capital punishment. The case currently marks the last time that the Supreme Court
had a realistic chance of completely striking down capital punishment. As such, the case also
marked a turning point in the death penalty debate in the country. Going back nearly four centuries,
this book connects McCleskey's life and crime to the issues that have haunted the American death
penalty debate since the first executions by early settlers through the modern twenty-first century
death penalty. Imprisoned by the Past ties together three unique American stories. First, the book
considers the changing American death penalty across centuries where drastic changes have
occurred in the last fifty years. Second, the book discusses the role that race played in that history.
And third, the book tells the story of Warren McCleskey and how his life and legal case brought
together the other two narratives.
  lynching abolition: Lost Presidential Elections Amelia Khatri, AI, 2025-02-15 Lost Presidential
Elections explores the overlooked influence of losing candidates in shaping American political
history. Challenging the traditional focus on victors, the book argues that electoral defeat can be a
catalyst for significant political and social change. By examining key presidential contests, the book
reveals how individuals who failed to win the presidency nonetheless introduced transformative
ideas into the mainstream, forcing a reevaluation of established norms. For instance, some losing



candidates championed policies that, while initially rejected, later became central tenets of
American governance. The book analyzes specific case studies to illustrate how losing candidates
have redefined leadership and altered political alignments. These case studies are thematically
grouped to show different ways electoral defeat can lead to historical change. Furthermore, Lost
Presidential Elections delves into the unintended consequences of these elections, demonstrating
how the political landscape often shifts in unforeseen ways. The book progresses by first
establishing theoretical frameworks for understanding electoral change, then exploring specific
elections, and finally analyzing the broader implications for leadership and democratic progress.
  lynching abolition: Abolish Criminology Viviane Saleh-Hanna, Jason M. Williams, Michael J
Coyle, 2023-08-25 Abolish Criminology presents critical scholarship on criminology and criminal
justice ideologies and practices, alongside emerging freedom-driven visions and practices for new
world formations. The book introduces readers to a detailed history and analysis of crime as a
concept and its colonizing trajectories into existence and enforcement. These significant contexts
buried within peculiar academic histories and classroom practices are often overlooked or unknown
outside academic spaces. This causes the impact of criminology's racializing-gendering-sexualizing
histories to extend and grow through criminology’s creation of crime as a very limiting way of
thinking about violence and what can be done about it. These limitations allow the concept of crime
to be weaponized and enforced through the criminal legal system. Abolish Criminology offers an
accessible, critical study of criminology in written, visual, and poetic forms, and through the
perspectives of university students, professors, imprisoned and formerly imprisoned scholars, poets,
and visual artists. This allows readers to engage in multi-sensory, inter-disciplinary, and
multi-perspective teachings on criminology’s often discussed but seldom interrogated mythologies
on violence and danger, while bringing to light the wide-reaching enforcements of violence through
criminology's research, theories, agencies, and dominant cultures. Abolish Criminology serves the
needs of undergraduate and graduate students and educators in the social sciences, arts, and
humanities. It will also appeal to scholars, researchers, policy makers, activists, community
organizers, social movement builders, and various reading groups in the general public who are
grappling with increased critical public discourse on policing and criminal legal reform or abolition.
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