
military use of poison gas
military use of poison gas has long been a controversial and chilling chapter in the history of
warfare. This article explores how chemical weapons have been developed, deployed, and regulated
from their infamous debut in World War I to current concerns about their use. We will examine the
different types of poison gases, their effects on soldiers and civilians, and the moral and strategic
implications of their use. Additionally, the article delves into international treaties and efforts to
control chemical weapons, as well as the ongoing challenges posed by rogue states and non-state
actors. Whether you are a student, researcher, or simply interested in military history, this
comprehensive guide provides a detailed and SEO-optimized overview of the military use of poison
gas.
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The military use of poison gas can be traced back to ancient times, with primitive forms such as
burning toxic plants to drive enemies from their positions. However, significant advancements
occurred during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as chemical science enabled the synthesis of
more lethal compounds. Prior to World War I, various nations experimented with tear gases and
irritants for riot control, but these were generally non-lethal and not widely adopted in battle.

World War I: The Birth of Chemical Warfare

World War I marked the first widespread use of poison gas on the battlefield. In 1915, German
forces released chlorine gas at the Second Battle of Ypres, resulting in mass casualties and panic
among Allied troops. Following this, both sides rapidly developed and deployed new chemical agents



such as phosgene and mustard gas. The introduction of gas masks and protective gear was a direct
response to chemical warfare, but poison gas still caused over one million casualties during the
conflict.

Interwar Period and World War II

Despite public outcry and international condemnation, chemical weapons research continued
between the wars. During World War II, the major powers stockpiled vast quantities of poison gas,
including nerve agents like sarin and tabun. However, the fear of mutual retaliation generally
prevented their use on European battlefields. Nevertheless, there were documented cases of poison
gas being used in other theaters, such as the Italian campaign in Ethiopia.

Types of Poison Gases Used in Warfare

Choking Agents

Choking agents, such as chlorine and phosgene, inflict damage by attacking the respiratory system.
These gases cause fluid to accumulate in the lungs, leading to suffocation. Phosgene was particularly
feared in World War I due to its delayed symptoms and high lethality.

Blister Agents

Blister agents, or vesicants, include chemicals like mustard gas and lewisite. These substances cause
severe chemical burns, blisters, and eye injuries. Mustard gas can linger in the environment,
contaminating soil and equipment, which increases its tactical effectiveness and psychological
impact.

Nerve Agents

Nerve agents such as tabun, sarin, soman, and VX are among the most lethal military chemical
weapons. They disrupt the nervous system, causing convulsions, paralysis, and death within minutes.
These agents were first developed in the 1930s and became central to Cold War chemical arsenals.

Blood Agents and Other Chemicals

Blood agents like hydrogen cyanide interfere with the body’s ability to use oxygen, causing rapid
asphyxiation. Other chemical weapons include incapacitating agents and riot control gases, which
may be used for non-lethal purposes but can still cause harm in high concentrations.
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Strategic Purposes and Battlefield Effects

Psychological Warfare and Morale

Military use of poison gas has a profound psychological effect on enemy forces. The fear of invisible
and painful death can break morale and disrupt unit cohesion. Even the threat of chemical attack
forces armies to divert resources to protective gear and training, altering battlefield tactics.

Area Denial and Tactical Advantages

Poison gases are effective for area denial, making certain locations hazardous for enemy troops.
Persistent agents like mustard gas can contaminate trenches or supply depots for days or weeks,
hindering movement and logistics. Chemical shells and bombs can be used to flush out entrenched
defenders or force retreat.

Limitations and Unintended Consequences

Despite their tactical advantages, poison gases are unpredictable. Weather conditions such as wind
and rain can cause gases to drift, sometimes back toward friendly lines. The use of chemical
weapons can also prompt enemy retaliation in kind, escalating the conflict and endangering
civilians.



Notable Incidents and Case Studies

World War I Gas Attacks

The largest-scale use of poison gas occurred during World War I, with over 50,000 tons of chemical
agents deployed. Major gas attacks at Ypres, the Somme, and Passchendaele resulted in hundreds of
thousands of casualties and shaped military doctrine for decades.

Use of Poison Gas in the Middle East

During the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988), Iraq employed chemical weapons against Iranian troops and
Kurdish civilians. The 1988 Halabja attack remains one of the deadliest uses of poison gas against a
civilian population, drawing international condemnation and shaping future nonproliferation efforts.

Modern Incidents

In recent decades, there have been reports of poison gas use in conflicts such as the Syrian Civil
War. Investigations have found evidence of sarin and chlorine attacks on both military targets and
civilian areas, underscoring the ongoing threat posed by chemical weapons in modern conflict.

International Laws and Treaties on Chemical Weapons

The Geneva Protocol of 1925

The Geneva Protocol was one of the first international agreements to ban the use of poison gas and
other chemical weapons in war. Signed in the aftermath of World War I, it prohibited the “use in war
of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases” but did not outlaw their production or stockpiling.

Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)

The Chemical Weapons Convention, which entered into force in 1997, is the most comprehensive
treaty to date. It bans the development, production, stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons among
its signatories and mandates the destruction of existing arsenals under international supervision.



Enforcement and Compliance

Despite strong legal frameworks, enforcing compliance remains a challenge. Some states have been
accused of clandestine chemical weapons programs or non-compliance with destruction
commitments. Verification and inspection protocols are central to maintaining the credibility of
international bans.

Modern Challenges and Concerns

Proliferation Risks

The spread of chemical weapons technology remains a major security concern. Rogue states and
terrorist organizations may seek to acquire or develop poison gas capabilities, bypassing
international controls and posing new threats to global security.

Non-State Actors and Terrorism

The potential use of poison gas by non-state actors, such as terrorist groups, adds complexity to
prevention and response strategies. Incidents like the Tokyo subway sarin attack in 1995 highlight
the dangers of chemical weapons outside traditional military contexts.

Dual-Use Chemicals and Civilian Industry

Many chemicals used in legitimate industries can also serve as precursors for poison gas. Regulating
the production, transportation, and sale of dual-use chemicals is essential to prevent diversion to
illicit military programs.

Health and Environmental Impact of Poison Gas

Short-Term and Long-Term Health Effects

Exposure to military-grade poison gas can cause immediate symptoms such as coughing, blistering,
convulsions, and respiratory failure. Survivors often suffer from chronic health problems, including
lung damage, cancer, and neurological disorders.



Environmental Consequences

Chemical agents can contaminate soil, water, and infrastructure, posing long-term environmental
hazards. Cleanup and decontamination are complex and costly, sometimes requiring years of effort
to restore affected areas.

Medical Treatment and Preparedness

Modern militaries and emergency responders rely on antidotes, decontamination procedures, and
protective equipment to mitigate the effects of poison gas. Ongoing research aims to improve
detection, treatment, and recovery for those exposed to chemical agents.

Q: What was the first poison gas used in military conflict?
A: The first large-scale military use of poison gas occurred during World War I with chlorine gas,
deployed by German forces at the Second Battle of Ypres in 1915.

Q: What are the main types of poison gases used in warfare?
A: The primary types include choking agents (like chlorine and phosgene), blister agents (such as
mustard gas), nerve agents (including sarin and VX), and blood agents (like hydrogen cyanide).

Q: How did poison gas affect World War I tactics?
A: Poison gas forced armies to develop protective gear, alter trench warfare tactics, and dedicate
resources to chemical defense, significantly impacting battlefield strategies and soldier morale.

Q: Are chemical weapons banned by international law?
A: Yes, international treaties like the Geneva Protocol and the Chemical Weapons Convention
prohibit the use, production, and stockpiling of chemical weapons.

Q: What are the health effects of exposure to military poison
gas?
A: Exposure can cause immediate symptoms such as respiratory distress, burns, and convulsions, as
well as long-term issues like chronic lung disease, cancer, and neurological damage.

Q: Has poison gas been used in modern conflicts?
A: Yes, there are verified reports of poison gas use in conflicts like the Iran-Iraq War and the Syrian
Civil War, despite international prohibitions.



Q: What challenges exist in preventing the spread of chemical
weapons?
A: Challenges include controlling dual-use chemicals, detecting clandestine programs, and
preventing acquisition by rogue states or terrorist groups.

Q: What protective measures are used against poison gas
attacks?
A: Protective gear such as gas masks, chemical suits, and medical antidotes are standard, along with
training and rapid decontamination procedures.

Q: What was the deadliest poison gas attack on civilians?
A: The 1988 Halabja chemical attack during the Iran-Iraq War is considered one of the deadliest,
resulting in thousands of civilian deaths.

Q: How is compliance with chemical weapons treaties
enforced?
A: Compliance is enforced through international inspections, verification mechanisms, and sanctions
against violators, primarily overseen by organizations like the OPCW (Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons).
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test on chickens, which duly grow monstrous, six or seven times their usual size. With the farmer,
Mr. Skinner, failing to contain the spread of the Food, chaos soon reigns as reports come in of local
encounters with monstrous wasps, earwigs, and rats. The chickens escape, leaving carnage in their
wake. The Skinners and Redwoods have both been feeding their children the compound
illicitly—their eventual offspring will constitute a new age of giants. Public opinion rapidly turns
against the scientists and society rebels against the world's new flora and fauna. Daily life has
changed shockingly and now politicians are involved, trying to stamp out the Food of the Gods and
the giant race. Comic and at times surprisingly touching and tragic, Wells' story is a cautionary tale
warning against the rampant advances of science but also of the dangers of greed, political
infighting, and shameless vote-seeking.
  military use of poison gas: Handbook of Toxicology of Chemical Warfare Agents Ramesh
C Gupta, 2009-04-02 This groundbreaking book covers every aspect of deadly toxic chemicals used
as weapons of mass destruction and employed in conflicts, warfare and terrorism. Including findings
from experimental as well as clinical studies, this one-of-a-kind handbook is prepared in a very user-
friendly format that can easily be followed by students, teachers and researchers, as well as lay
people. Stand-alone chapters on individual chemicals and major topics allow the reader to easily
access required information without searching through the entire book.This is the first book that
offers in-depth coverage of individual toxicants, target organ toxicity, major incidents, toxic effects
in humans, animals and wildlife, biosensors, biomarkers, on-site and laboratory analytical methods,
decontamination and detoxification procedures, prophylactic, therapeutic and countermeasures, and
the role of homeland security. - Presents a comprehensive look at all aspects of chemical warfare
toxicology in one reference work. This saves researchers time in quickly accessing the very latest
definitive details on toxicity of specific agents used in chemical warfare as opposed to searching
through thousands of journal articles. Will include the most agent-specific information on the market
- Includes detailed coverage of the most exhaustive list of agents possibly used as chemical warfare
agents in one source. Section 4: Agents That Can Be Used as Weapons of Mass Destruction ? 25
chapters long. Other books on the market only include a sample selection of specific agents. Offering
all possible agents detailed under one cover makes this appealing to a wider audience and saves
researchers time - The Forward will be written by Dr. Tetsuo Satoh, Chiba University, Japan. He is
one of the most respected, recognizable authorities on chemical warfare agents which will set the
authoritative tone for the book - Covers risk to humans, animals and the environment equally.
Researchers involved in assessing the risks involved with a possible chemical warfare attack and
those who are developing response plans to such attacks must look at not only the risks to human
health but to our wildlife and environment as well. The holistic approach taken in this book ensures
that the researchers have ready access to the details no matter which aspect of the effects of CWA's
they might be concerned with
  military use of poison gas: Almanac of American Military History Spencer C. Tucker,
2012-11-21 This almanac provides a comprehensive, chronological overview of all American military
history, serving as the standard reference work of its type. Almanac of American Military History is
yet another reference work from acclaimed historian Dr. Spencer C. Tucker and ABC-CLIO, offering
an unprecedented resource for a wide range of students and researchers. A comprehensive,
four-volume title, this almanac traces all of American military history from the European voyages of
discovery through 2011, chronicling the pivotal moments that have shaped the United States into
the country it is today. In addition to documenting key events, this title presents biographies of more
than 250 key individuals and provides information on more than 250 historically significant
technologies and weapons systems. A detailed glossary is included, as are discussions of ranks and
military awards and decorations. Divided into conflict periods, each chapter includes a detailed
chronology, reference-entry sidebars, statistical information, primary-source documents, and a
bibliography.
  military use of poison gas: America's Military Biomedical Complex Chief Justice Thomas J
Moyer Professor for the Administration of Justice and Rule of Law and Professor of Public Health



Efthimios Parasidis, Efthimios Parasidis, 2025 America's Military Biomedical Complex traces how
laws and ethical codes have co-evolved with America's military science pursuits. It vividly illustrates
how the drive for scientific and military superiority has led to transformational achievements in
medicine and science, demonstrating how these endeavors have shifted the moral compass of
government and society. Along with comprehensive historical analysis, the book introduces the
concept of jus in praeparatione bellum (justice in war preparations) and recommends policies that
balance national security priorities with fundamental principles of justice and human dignity.
  military use of poison gas: Handbook of Chemical Warfare and Terrorism Steven L.
Hoenig, 2002-12-30 The increased threat of chemical terrorism and warfare makes a quick,
comprehensive guide more vital than ever. Forensic chemist Steven L. Hoenig has compiled
information from diverse sources to produce this ready reference with details on various chemicals,
including identification tips, symptoms and treatment procedures, protective gear necessary to
counter each threat, and a step-by-step description of decontamination procedures. A brief overview
of the history of chemicals used in warfare is followed by a discussion of the different categories of
chemical threats. First responders to a chemical event will find the wealth of information invaluable,
as cities and civic organizations are called upon to develop readiness plans for dealing with terrorist
attacks. This guide includes clear diagrams and explanations, and has been compiled with both the
layman and professional in mind, making it a useful addition to any military, medical, or home
library.
  military use of poison gas: Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists , 1988-10 The Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological developments that
impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic Doomsday
Clock stimulates solutions for a safer world.
  military use of poison gas: Society and Technological Change Rudi Volti, Jennifer
Croissant, 2024-03-19 Society and Technological Change continues to be the essential text for
exploring the relationship between human societies and the ever-evolving landscape of technology.
The ninth edition follows the historical trajectory of technological development and its profound
impact on various aspects of human life, from communication and healthcare to economic systems
and governance. At the same time, it shows how these technologies have themselves been shaped by
social, economic, cultural, and political forces, and that the study of technology is important not just
for its own sake but also for what it tells us about the kinds of societies we make for ourselves. With
its engaging writing style and thought-provoking content, this new edition continues to be an
indispensable resource for students, scholars, and anyone seeking a deep understanding of the
intricate bond between society and technology in our ever-evolving world.
  military use of poison gas: Chemical Warfare Agents Timothy T. Marrs, Robert L. Maynard,
Frederick Sidell, 2007-05-07 Chemical Warfare Agents, Second Edition has been totally revised
since the successful first edition and expanded to about three times the length, with many new
chapters and much more in-depth consideration of all the topics. The chapters have been written by
distinguished international experts in various aspects of chemical warfare agents and edited by an
experienced team to produce a clear review of the field. The book now contains a wealth of material
on the mechanisms of action of the major chemical warfare agents, including the nerve agent
cyclosarin, formally considered to be of secondary importance, as well as ricin and abrin. Chemical
Warfare Agents, Second Edition discusses the physico-chemical properties of chemical warfare
agents, their dispersion and fate in the environment, their toxicology and management of their
effects on humans, decontamination and protective equipment. New chapters cover the experience
gained after the use of sarin to attack travellers on the Tokyo subway and how to deal with the
outcome of the deployment of riot control agents such as CS gas. This book provides a
comprehensive review of chemical warfare agents, assessing all available evidence regarding the
medical, technical and legal aspects of their use. It is an invaluable reference work for physicians,
public health planners, regulators and any other professionals involved in this field. Review of the
First Edition: What more appropriate time for a title of this scope than in the post 9/11 era? ...a



timely, scholarly, and well-written volume which offers much information of immense current
and...future benefit. —VETERINARY AND HUMAN TOXICOLOGY
  military use of poison gas: Weapons and Warfare Spencer C. Tucker, 2020-03-26 This work
covers major weapons throughout human history, beginning with clubs and maces; through
crossbows, swords, and gunpowder; up to the hypersonic railgun, lasers, and robotic weapons under
development today. Weapons and Warfare is designed to provide students with a comprehensive and
highly informative overview of weapons and their impact on the course of human history. In addition
to providing basic factual information, this encyclopedia will delve into the greater historical context
and significance of each weapon. The chronological organization by time period will enable readers
to fully understand the evolution of weapons throughout history. The work begins with a foreword by
a top scholar and a detailed introductory essay by the editor that provides an illuminating historical
overview of weapons. It then offers entries on more than 650 individual weapons systems. Each
entry has sources for further reading. The weapons are presented alphabetically within six time
periods, ranging from the prehistoric and ancient periods to the contemporary period. Each period
has its own introduction that treats the major trends occurring in that era. In addition, 50 sidebars
offer fascinating facts on various weapons. Numerous illustrations throughout the text are also
included.
  military use of poison gas: The Routledge International Handbook of Engineering Ethics
Education Shannon Chance, Tom Børsen, Diana Adela Martin, Roland Tormey, Thomas Taro
Lennerfors, Gunter Bombaerts, 2024-12-04 Responding to the need for a timely and authoritative
volume dedicated to this burgeoning and expansive area of research, this handbook will provide
readers with a map of themes, topics, and arguments in the field of engineering ethics education
(EEE). Featuring critical discussion, research collaboration, and a team of international contributors
of globally recognized standing, this volume comprises six key sections which elaborate on the
foundations of EEE, teaching methods, accreditation and assessment, and interdisciplinary
contributions. Over 100 researchers of EEE from around the globe consider the field from the
perspectives of teaching, research, philosophy, and administration. The chapters cover fast-moving
topics central to our current understanding of the world such as the general data protection
regulation (GDPR), artificial intelligence (AI), biotechnology, and ChatGPT; and they offer new
insights into best practices research to equip program leaders and instructors delivering ethics
content to students. This Open Access volume will be of interest to researchers, scholars,
postgraduate students, and faculty involved with engineering education, engineering ethics, and
philosophy of education. Curriculum designers, staff developers teaching pedagogical courses to
faculty, and engineering professionals may also benefit from this volume. The Open Access version
of this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  military use of poison gas: Encyclopedia of Military Science G. Kurt Piehler, 2013-07-24 The
Encyclopedia of Military Science provides a comprehensive, ready-reference on the organization,
traditions, training, purpose, and functions of today’s military. Entries in this four-volume work
include coverage of the duties, responsibilities, and authority of military personnel and an
understanding of strategies and tactics of the modern military and how they interface with political,
social, legal, economic, and technological factors. A large component is devoted to issues of
leadership, group dynamics, motivation, problem-solving, and decision making in the military
context. Finally, this work also covers recent American military history since the end of the Cold War
with a special emphasis on peacekeeping and peacemaking operations, the First Persian Gulf War,
the events surrounding 9/11, and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and how the military has been
changing in relation to these events. Click here to read an article on The Daily Beast by
Encyclopedia editor G. Kurt Piehler, Why Don't We Build Statues For Our War Heroes Anymore?
  military use of poison gas: The Alchemy of Disease John Whysner, 2020-06-02 Since the dawn
of the industrial age, we have unleashed a bewildering number of potentially harmful chemicals. But
out of this vast array, how do we identify the actual threats? What does it take to prove that a



certain chemical causes cancer? How do we translate academic knowledge of the toxic effects of
particular substances into understanding real-world health consequences? The science that answers
these questions is toxicology. In The Alchemy of Disease, John Whysner offers an accessible and
compelling history of toxicology and its key findings. He details the experiments and discoveries that
revealed the causal connections between chemical exposures and diseases. Balancing clear accounts
of groundbreaking science with human drama and public-policy relevance, Whysner describes key
moments in the development of toxicology and their thorny social and political implications. The
book features discussions of toxicological problems past and present, including DDT, cigarettes and
other carcinogens, lead poisoning, fossil fuels, chemical warfare, pharmaceuticals—including
opioids—and the efficacy of animal testing. Offering valuable insight into the science and politics of
crucial public-health concerns, The Alchemy of Disease shows that toxicology’s task—pinpointing the
chemical cause of an illness—is as compelling as any detective story.
  military use of poison gas: The Role and Control of Weapons in the 1990s Frank Barnaby,
2021-05-30 This book, first published in 1992, examines defence issues as the twentieth century
drew to a close. With the end of the Cold War, many of the threats to European security, such as the
threat of nuclear war, disappeared. New ones, however, were emerging. The rise of nationalism, the
spread of weapons of mass destruction to politically unstable countries, the increase in world
population, the debt crisis – all these contributed to security problems that needed to be resolved.
The book assesses the possibilities for future European defence and the role that the United States
would play in it: will it be prepared to stay in Europe under European leadership, or must it
dominate? It also considers the capabilities offered by new military technology and the need for
control of weapons of mass destruction.
  military use of poison gas: Military Ethics N. Fotion, Gerard Elfstrom, 2020-12-22 Many
people believe that the violent and disruptive nature of war makes a military ethic impossible. The
authors of this book, originally published in 1986 however, develop an ethical system that aims to
control the military monster at least to some degree, rather than one that preaches to it idealistically
– with little or no effect. Military ethics, they believe, must be an ethics for peacetime as well as an
ethics for war, an ethics for soldiers in the field as well as an ethics for political leaders, and their
book is designed to meet these needs. It presents a practical, utilitarian approach: an ethics of what
is possible rather than what is ideal, drawing on real military experience and different from any
other work previously published. The authors argue that both the pacifists, who claim that the
horrible and ungovernable nature of war makes it morally wrong, and the realists, who believe that
wars must be fought, but fought without moral scruple, are mistaken. They show that careful
attention to the actual circumstances in which individual combatants function and the social
institutions shaping their action allows genuine moral constraint. With its emphasis on real
problems, Military Ethics will be of practical help to policy makers and military personnel at all
levels, as well as being of great interest to students of applied philosophy and ethics.
  military use of poison gas: Researching Japanese War Crimes Records Edward J. Drea,
2006
  military use of poison gas: Military Law Review Volumes 1-10 Selected Reprint United
States. Department of the Army, 1965
  military use of poison gas: Military Weapons and Environment Wing Commander (Dr)
Umesh Chandra Jha, 2017-10-15 Armed conflicts have become more complicated, with the emphasis
shifting towards new weapons such as drones, cybercrime and autonomous weapons. In July 2017,
the UN General Assembly adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. This treaty
prohibits a full range of nuclear-weapon-related activities, such as undertaking to develop, test,
produce, manufacture, acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices, as well as the use or threat of use of these weapons. The ongoing conflicts have shown that
the consequences of the use of explosive weapons are not limited to death, physical injury and
disability, but also include long-term impacts on mental well-being. The use of improvised weapons
by States and non-State actors is an area of concern for the environment. Every State must,



therefore, ensure that weapons used by their armed forces are explicitly adjudged under
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and Human Rights Law. While reviewing a new weapon, the
States must adopt multilateral approaches, drawing upon relevant legal, health, environmental and
military expertise. This book describes the environmental effects of eight weapons and explosive
remnants of war that have caused extensive environmental harm in the recent past. It also makes
specific recommendations addressed to the international community and the States for protecting
the natural environment from the impact of weapons of war. This book will contribute towards a
better understanding of the environmental harm caused by military weapons.
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Related to military use of poison gas
Russia ramps up use of banned chemical weapons in Ukraine, including WWI-era poison
gas, 3 European intel services say (The Financial2mon) The FINANCIAL — Two Dutch
intelligence agencies said on Friday that Russia is increasing its use of prohibited chemical weapons
in Ukraine, including the World War I-era poison gas chloropicrin. The
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Trump staking claim of 'Mission Accomplished' in Syria (6abc News7y) WASHINGTON -- Allied
missiles struck at the heart of the Syrian chemical weapons arsenal, aiming to punish the Assad
government for a suspected poison gas attack against civilians and deter the
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Desperate Ukraine Soldiers Go Underground in Volchansk (The Kenya Times on MSN1d)
Desperate Ukrainian soldiers have gone underground, adopting the same bold tactics Russia has
used against them. Military expert Vitaly Kiselev said Ukrainian troops have been intimidated by
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Vance defends Venezuela strike, calls targeting cartels ‘best use’ of military (New York
Post25d) Vice President JD Vance defended the U.S. strike that sank a Venezuelan drug boat and
killed 11 suspected traffickers this week, arguing the action represented the proper mission of the
US military
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