
julie otsuka author works

julie otsuka author works represent a significant contribution to contemporary American literature,
particularly in the exploration of Japanese American experiences. Known for her lyrical prose and profound
narrative voice, Otsuka has garnered critical acclaim for her novels and short stories that delve into themes
of identity, displacement, and cultural memory. Her works often shed light on the nuanced histories of Japanese
immigrants and their descendants, blending historical fact with imaginative storytelling. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of julie otsuka author works, highlighting her major publications, thematic concerns,
and literary style. Readers will gain insight into how Otsuka's writing resonates within the broader context
of Asian American literature and American history. Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents
will guide the exploration of her key works and their significance.
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Overview of Julie Otsuka's Literary Career

Julie Otsuka emerged as a distinctive voice in American literature with her unique approach to storytelling and
her focus on marginalized histories. Born in 1962, Otsuka's background as a Japanese American informs much of
her creative output. She pursued an MFA in creative writing, which honed her skills and enabled her to craft
compelling narratives. Her debut novel introduced her to the literary world, setting a precedent for her
subsequent works. Over the years, julie otsuka author works have been characterized by their minimalist style,
poetic language, and deep engagement with historical subject matter. She has established herself as an
important figure in both Asian American literature and the wider American literary canon.

Major Works of Julie Otsuka

Julie Otsuka's bibliography includes several critically acclaimed books that have cemented her reputation as a
powerful storyteller. Each of her works explores different facets of Japanese American history, identity, and
resilience.

When the Emperor Was Divine (2002)

Otsuka's debut novel, When the Emperor Was Divine, centers on the internment of Japanese Americans during
World War II. The narrative follows a family forcibly relocated to an internment camp, capturing the
emotional and psychological impact of this historical injustice. The novel is notable for its sparse yet
evocative prose and its ability to convey a collective experience through individual perspectives.

The Buddha in the Attic (2011)

The Buddha in the Attic is a novel that traces the lives of Japanese "picture brides" who immigrated to the



United States in the early 20th century. Told from a collective first-person perspective, the book chronicles
the women's hopes, struggles, and the harsh realities they face in America. It also addresses the rise of anti-
Japanese sentiment leading up to and during World War II.

Excuse Me While I Disappear (2014)

In this collection of short stories, Otsuka explores themes of loss, invisibility, and cultural dislocation. The
stories span various time periods and settings, delving into the lives of characters who grapple with identity,
memory, and the complexities of human relationships. This work further showcases Otsuka's range and her
ability to evoke emotional depth in concise narratives.

Memorial (2020)

Memorial is Otsuka's latest novel, focusing on a Japanese American family navigating the challenges of identity
and belonging in contemporary Japan. The story examines the intersection of cultural heritage and personal
history, highlighting issues such as assimilation, family dynamics, and the search for self-understanding. The
novel continues Otsuka's commitment to exploring the Japanese American experience through innovative
narrative techniques.

Themes and Style in Julie Otsuka's Writing

The works of julie otsuka author works are characterized by recurring themes and a distinctive literary style
that contribute to their powerful impact.

Exploration of Japanese American Identity

Otsuka's writing consistently addresses the complexities of Japanese American identity, including the tension
between cultural heritage and assimilation. Her characters often face challenges related to discrimination,
displacement, and the struggle to maintain a sense of self within a dominant culture that marginalizes them.

Historical Memory and Collective Experience

Many of Otsuka's narratives focus on historical events such as internment and immigration, emphasizing the
importance of remembering these experiences. She frequently employs collective narrative voices to represent
shared histories, allowing personal stories to resonate as part of a larger communal memory.

Minimalist and Poetic Prose

Otsuka's writing style is noted for its economy of language and lyrical quality. She often uses simple yet
evocative sentences to convey complex emotions and atmospheres. This minimalist approach enhances the
emotional resonance of her stories while inviting readers to engage deeply with the text.

Use of Perspective and Narrative Structure

Innovative narrative techniques are a hallmark of Otsuka's works. For example, the collective "we" voice in
The Buddha in the Attic creates a communal perspective, while her novels often shift viewpoints to provide a
multifaceted understanding of events and characters.



Critical Reception and Awards

Julie Otsuka's author works have received widespread critical acclaim and numerous literary awards,
reflecting their significance in contemporary literature.

When the Emperor Was Divine was recognized for its poignant depiction of Japanese American internment
and was a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award.

The Buddha in the Attic won the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction in 2012 and was praised for its
innovative narrative style and historical depth.

Excuse Me While I Disappear was commended for its emotional insight and artistic craftsmanship in short
fiction.

Memorial received positive reviews for its exploration of identity and family, further establishing
Otsuka's literary reputation.

Critics have lauded Otsuka's ability to blend historical detail with poetic language, creating works that are
both informative and emotionally compelling. Her contributions have been instrumental in bringing Japanese
American stories to a broader audience.

Influence and Legacy

Julie Otsuka's body of work has significantly influenced the landscape of Asian American literature and
American historical fiction. Through her novels and stories, she has opened dialogues about immigration,
identity, and cultural memory, inspiring both readers and fellow writers.

Impact on Asian American Literary Canon

Otsuka's works have become essential reading within Asian American studies, offering nuanced perspectives that
challenge stereotypes and deepen understanding of the Japanese American experience. Her storytelling has helped
to diversify American literature and highlight underrepresented voices.

Educational Use and Cultural Awareness

Her novels are frequently included in academic curricula, serving as tools for educating students about
American history, race relations, and cultural identity. Otsuka's writing fosters empathy and awareness,
contributing to broader cultural conversations.

Continued Relevance

As issues of immigration, identity politics, and historical reckoning remain central in contemporary discourse,
julie otsuka author works continue to resonate with readers. Her commitment to exploring difficult histories
through artful narratives ensures her ongoing relevance and influence.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Julie Otsuka?

Julie Otsuka is an American author known for her works that explore Japanese American experiences,
particularly focusing on themes of identity, history, and displacement.

What are some notable works by Julie Otsuka?

Notable works by Julie Otsuka include her novels 'When the Emperor Was Divine' and 'The Buddha in the Attic,'
both of which have received critical acclaim.

What is the central theme of 'When the Emperor Was Divine'?

The central theme of 'When the Emperor Was Divine' is the experience of Japanese American internment during
World War II, told through the perspective of a family affected by the forced relocation.

How does Julie Otsuka address Japanese American history in her writing?

Julie Otsuka addresses Japanese American history by weaving personal and collective narratives that highlight
the struggles, resilience, and cultural identity of Japanese Americans, often focusing on lesser-known
historical events.

Has Julie Otsuka received any awards for her works?

Yes, Julie Otsuka has received several awards, including the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction and the American
Book Award, recognizing her contributions to literature.

What is 'The Buddha in the Attic' about?

'The Buddha in the Attic' tells the story of Japanese picture brides who immigrated to America in the early 20th
century, exploring their hopes, struggles, and the impact of World War II on their lives.

Are Julie Otsuka's works based on real events?

Yes, Julie Otsuka's works are often inspired by real historical events and experiences, particularly those
related to Japanese American communities and their history in the United States.

What writing style is Julie Otsuka known for?

Julie Otsuka is known for her lyrical, poetic prose and her use of collective narration, which gives voice to
groups rather than focusing solely on individual characters.

Where can I find Julie Otsuka's books?

Julie Otsuka's books are widely available in bookstores, libraries, and online retailers such as Amazon. They
are also available in various formats including print, ebook, and audiobook.

What impact has Julie Otsuka had on contemporary literature?

Julie Otsuka has significantly contributed to contemporary literature by bringing attention to marginalized
histories and experiences through her evocative storytelling, influencing discussions on race, identity, and
memory.



Additional Resources
1. The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka
This novel follows a group of Japanese "picture brides" who immigrate to the United States in the early 20th
century. Told in a collective voice, the story captures their hopes, struggles, and the harsh realities they
face, including internment during World War II. The lyrical prose and unique narrative style make it a poignant
exploration of identity and displacement.

2. When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka
Set during World War II, this novel tells the story of a Japanese American family forcibly relocated to an
internment camp. Through the perspectives of different family members, Otsuka explores themes of loss,
resilience, and the impact of prejudice. The book is a powerful and intimate portrayal of a dark chapter in
American history.

3. How to Pronounce Knife by Souvankham Thammavongsa
This collection of short stories delves into the lives of immigrants and their children, exploring themes of
identity, belonging, and cultural conflict. Like Otsuka’s work, it uses sparse, poetic language to reveal deep
emotional truths. The stories are poignant and often bittersweet, reflecting the immigrant experience in
contemporary society.

4. The Leavers by Lisa Ko
This novel centers on the disappearance of an undocumented Chinese immigrant mother and the impact on her
American-born son. It explores themes of immigration, identity, and family bonds, similar to the emotional depth
found in Otsuka’s narratives. The story sheds light on the struggles faced by immigrant communities in the U.S.

5. The Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina Henr�quez
Focusing on a community of Latin American immigrants in Delaware, this novel portrays their hopes, challenges,
and the complexities of assimilation. Like Otsuka’s works, it highlights the immigrant experience with empathy
and nuance. The narrative intertwines multiple perspectives to create a rich tapestry of voices.

6. Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng
This novel explores a mixed-race Chinese American family grappling with the sudden death of their daughter.
Themes of identity, family secrets, and cultural expectations resonate with those found in Otsuka’s stories.
Ng’s writing offers a compelling look at the pressures of assimilation and the search for belonging.

7. Interior Chinatown by Charles Yu
A satirical novel that examines Asian American stereotypes through the lens of a struggling actor. It
combines humor with poignant social commentary, paralleling Otsuka’s focus on Asian American identity and
history. The innovative narrative style challenges traditional storytelling conventions.

8. American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
This graphic novel weaves together three stories about the Asian American experience, addressing issues of
identity, assimilation, and cultural pride. Like Otsuka’s novels, it explores the complexities of being caught
between two cultures. The engaging format makes it accessible while delivering profound messages.

9. Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning by Cathy Park Hong
A collection of essays reflecting on Asian American identity, racism, and cultural stereotypes. Hong’s candid
and incisive writing complements the themes of displacement and identity explored in Otsuka’s fiction. This work
provides a contemporary perspective on the Asian American experience.
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  julie otsuka author works: Quicklet on Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor Was Divine Judith
Mary Wilson, 2012-04-04 ABOUT THE BOOK At its core, Julie Otsukas novel When the Emperor Was
Divine is a story about characters, and she portrays them beautifully. With simplicity, distance, and
precise attention to the details of the era, she draws on universal human emotions to create
individuals whose experiences, thoughts, and perceptions open a window to the history of a
troubling time in Americas history. The story begins in 1942, after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor during World War II, and it follows four members of one Japanese-American family as they
leave their home in Berkeley, CA, and endure more than three years as internees in War Relocation
Camps. Otsuka captures the guilt and shame, confusion and resignation that they feel, as they suffer
indignities and loss resulting from the fears and prejudice of others, which theyve done nothing to
deserve. MEET THE AUTHOR Judith M. Wilson is a writer, editor, and award-winning journalist. She
and her husband live in Northern California with their family. Her interests include travel, learning
languages, good food, and long walks. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Its spring, 1942 and a sunny day
in Berkeley, CA, as an unnamed woman sets out to return a book to the library. The day starts out
pleasant enough, but then suddenly, everything changes. Overnight, signs have appeared
everywherein store windows, at the entrance to buildings, and stapled at eye level, to every
telephone pole along University Avenue. The woman looks at one in the window of the post office
and goes home. She never reaches the library. The woman is Japanese, and the United States is at
war with Japan. The government believes that people of Japanese ethnicity who live in the coastal
states of the western United States are a threat and is rounding them up and placing them in
isolated internment camps inland. The authorities had taken her husband into custody the day after
the attack on Peal Harbor, and he had already been sent to a camp out of state. Now she has learned
that the rest of the family is about to be relocated. She spends the following days packing, deciding
what to keep and what to throw out, and attending to the details, as she gets her family ready to
leave their home for an unknown destination and an undetermined period of time. CHAPTER
OUTLINE Quicklet on Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor Was Divine + About When the Emperor Was
Divine + About Julie Otsuka + Overall Summary + Chapter-by-Chapter Commentary + ...and much
more
  julie otsuka author works: A Study Guide for Julie Otsuka's "When the Emperor Was Divine"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Julie Otsuka's When the Emperor Was
Divine, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  julie otsuka author works: Transformative Library and Information Work Stephen Bales, Tina
Budzise-Weaver, 2020-03-13 Intended to be an accessible guide to transformational information
work, the book collects approximately thirty brief case studies of information related organizations,
initiatives, and/or projects that focus on social justice related activities. Each case is a short
narrative account of its particular subject's history, objectives, accomplishments, and challenges
faced. It also describes the material realities involved in the subjects' day-to-day operation.
Furthermore, cases include pertinent excerpts from interviews conducted with individuals directly
involved with the information organization and will conclude with three-to-five bulleted takeaway
points for information workers to consider when developing their own praxis - Present useful
guidance on transformative library and information science - Gathers real-world case studies of
library and information practice relating to social justice - Gives takeaway points for readers to
quickly apply in their own situation - Provides inspiration for the development of progressive library
and information practice - Considers radical library and information science at a high level, offering
recommendations for the future
  julie otsuka author works: It Occurs to Me That I Am America Richard Russo, Joyce Carol
Oates, Neil Gaiman, Lee Child, Mary Higgins Clark, 2019-07-02 A provocative, unprecedented



anthology featuring original short stories on what it means to be an American from thirty bestselling
and award-winning authors with an introduction by Pulitzer Prize–winning author Viet Thanh
Nguyen: “This chorus of brilliant voices articulating the shape and texture of contemporary America
makes for necessary reading” (Lauren Groff, author of Fates and Furies). When Donald Trump
claimed victory in the November 2016 election, the US literary and art world erupted in indignation.
Many of America’s preeminent writers and artists are stridently opposed to the administration’s
agenda and executive orders—and they’re not about to go gentle into that good night. In this
“masterful literary achievement” (Kurt Eichenwald, author of Conspiracy of Fools), more than thirty
of the most acclaimed writers at work today consider the fundamental ideals of a free, just, and
compassionate democracy through fiction in an anthology that “promises to be both a powerful tool
in the fight to uphold our values and a tribute to the remarkable voices behind it” (Anthony D.
Romero, executive director of the ACLU). With an introduction by Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Viet
Thanh Nguyen, and edited by bestselling author Jonathan Santlofer, this powerful anthology
includes original, striking art from fourteen of the country’s most celebrated artists, cartoonists, and
graphic novelists, including Art Spiegelman, Roz Chast, Marilyn Minter, and Eric Fischl.
Transcendent, urgent, and ultimately hopeful, It Occurs to Me That I Am America takes back the
narrative of what it means to be an American in the 21st century.
  julie otsuka author works: The Transformative Power of Literature and Narrative:
Promoting Positive Change Corinna Assmann, Jan Rupp, Christine Schwanecke, 2023-01-16
Narrative plays a central role for individual and collective lives - this insight has arguably only
grown at a time of multiple social and cultural challenges in the 21st century. The present volume
aims to actualize and further substantiate the case for literature and narrative, taking inspiration
from Vera Nünning's eminent scholarship over the past decades. Engaging with her formative
interdisciplinary work, the volume seeks to explore potentials of change through the transformative
power of literature and narrative - to be harnessed by individuals and groups as agents of positive
change in today's world. The book is located at the intersection of cognitive and cultural narratology
and is concerned with the way literature affects individuals, how it works at an intersubjective level,
enabling communication and community, and how it furthers social and cultural change.
  julie otsuka author works: The Author Event Primer Chapple Langemack, 2007-01-30 Author
events are a great way to build excitement and interest in books and reading. Now you can
successfully plan and host author visits. This guide covers every step from why you should hold
author events and how your organization can benefit to such logistics as selecting an author,
choosing the type of event and venue, publicity, set-up, escorting, crowd control, and managing the
autograph line. Filled with practicial tips, proven techniques, and anecdotes, this book will inspire
you and get you through your author events with flying colors. Author events are a great way to
build excitement and interest in books and reading. With this guide in hand, you can easily and
successfully plan and host author visits. The primer covers every step. It begins by explaining why
you should hold author events and how your organization can benefit. It then goes on to such
logistics as selecting an author, choosing the type of event and venue, publicity, setup, escorting,
crowd control, and managing the autograph line. Filled with practical tips, proven techniques, and
engaging anecdotes, this book will inspire you and get you through your author events with flying
colors.
  julie otsuka author works: The Penguin Book of the Modern American Short Story John
Freeman, 2021-05-04 A selection of the best and most representative contemporary American short
fiction from 1970 to 2020, including such authors as Ursula K. LeGuin, Toni Cade Bambara, Jhumpa
Lahiri, Sandra Cisneros, and Ted Chiang, hand-selected by celebrated editor and anthologist John
Freeman In the past fifty years, the American short story has changed dramatically. New voices,
forms, and mixtures of styles have brought this unique genre a thrilling burst of energy. The Penguin
Book of the Modern American Short Story celebrates this avalanche of talent. This rich anthology
begins in 1970 and brings together a half century of powerful American short stories from all
genres, including—for the first time in a collection of this scale—science fiction, horror, and fantasy,



placing writers such as Ursula K. Le Guin, Ken Liu, and Stephen King next to some beloved greats of
the literary form: Raymond Carver, Grace Paley, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Denis Johnson.
Culling widely, John Freeman, the former editor of Granta and now editor of his own literary annual,
brings forward some astonishing work to be regarded in a new light. Often overlooked tales by
Dorothy Allison, Percival Everett, and Charles Johnson will recast the shape and texture of today’s
enlarging atmosphere of literary dialogue. Stories by Lauren Groff and Ted Chiang raise the specter
of engagement in ecocidal times. Short tales by Tobias Wolff, George Saunders, and Lydia Davis rub
shoulders with near novellas by Susan Sontag and Andrew Holleran. This book will be a treasure
trove for readers, writers, and teachers alike.
  julie otsuka author works: Migrant Aesthetics Glenda R. Carpio, 2023-10-31 Co-winner, 2024
Matei Calinescu Prize, Modern Language Association By most accounts, immigrant literature deals
primarily with how immigrants struggle to adapt to their adopted countries. Its readers have come
to expect stories of identity formation, of how immigrants create ethnic communities and maintain
ties to countries of origin. Yet such narratives can center exceptional stories of individual success or
obscure the political forces that uproot millions of people the world over. Glenda R. Carpio argues
that we need a new paradigm for migrant fiction. Migrant Aesthetics shows how contemporary
authors—Teju Cole, Dinaw Mengestu, Aleksandar Hemon, Valeria Luiselli, Julie Otsuka, and Junot
Díaz—expose the historical legacies and political injustices that produce forced migration through
artistic innovation. Their fiction rejects the generic features of immigrant literature—especially the
acculturation plot and the use of migrant narrators as cultural guides who must appeal to readerly
empathy. They emphasize the limits of empathy, insisting instead that readers recognize their own
roles in the realities of migration, which, like climate change, is driven by global inequalities. Carpio
traces how these authors create literary echoes of the past, showing how the history of
(neo)colonialism links distinct immigrant experiences and can lay the foundation for cross-ethnic
migrant solidarity. Revealing how migration shapes and is shaped by language and narrative,
Migrant Aesthetics casts fiction as vital testimony to past and present colonial, imperial, and
structural displacement and violence.
  julie otsuka author works: Representing 21st-Century Migration in Europe Nelson González
Ortega, Ana Belén Martínez García, 2022-02-11 The 21st century has witnessed some of the largest
human migrations in history. Europe in particular has seen a major influx of refugees, redefining
notions of borders and national identity. This interdisciplinary volume brings together leading
international scholars of migration from perspectives as varied as literature, linguistics, area and
cultural studies, media and communication, visual arts, and film studies. Together, they offer
innovative interpretations of migrants and contemporary migration to Europe, enriching today’s
political and media landscape, and engaging with the ongoing debate on forced mobility and rights
of both extra-European migrants and European citizens.
  julie otsuka author works: The Buddha in the Attic Julie Otsuka, 2012-01-26 'An understated
masterpiece' San Francisco Chronicle 'Her wisdom is staggeringly beautiful, implicating each of us'
Irish Times After the First World War, a group of young women is brought by boat from Japan to San
Francisco. They are picture brides, promised the American Dream, clutching photographs of the
husbands they have yet to meet, imagining uncertain futures on unknown shores. Struggling to
master a new language and culture, they experience tremulous first nights as new wives,
backbreaking work in the fields and in the homes of white women, and, later, the raising of children
who will ultimately reject their heritage and their history. And then war arrives once more. Julie
Otsuka tells their extraordinary, heartbreaking story in this spellbinding and poetic account of
strangers lost and alone in a new and deeply foreign land. 'A tender, nuanced, empathetic
exploration of the sorrows and consolations of a whole generation of women' Daily Telegraph
WINNER OF THE PEN FAULKNER AWARD FOR FICTION 2012 SHORTLISTED FOR THE
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION 2011 SHORTLISTED FOR THE LOS ANGELES TIMES
BOOK PRIZE 2011
  julie otsuka author works: Humanities , 2008



  julie otsuka author works: The Best American Nonrequired Reading 2012 Dave Eggers,
2012 A selection of the best writing, including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, comics, and blogs,
published during 2011. Edited by Dave Eggers.
  julie otsuka author works: The Reading Group Insider The eBook Insider, 2011-10-04 The
Reading Group Insider is a valuable resource for everything you need to know about reading groups.
If you are looking for ideas to enhance your current group's experiences, interested in joining a
reading group, or starting one of your own, the suggestions within The Reading Group Insider will
get you started on the right path. This is the place to find excerpts to browse for help with choosing
good discussion titles; Q&As with the authors of some tried and true reading group picks; recipes to
complement what you're reading; tips on how to start or join a reading group of your own; travel and
field trip ideas to spice up your meetings; and much more. Suggested discussion questions are
provided for different genres and types of books, including book-to-film adaptations and memoirs.
Over 50 suggestions of reading group titles from both favorite and emerging authors are presented
within as well, all with extra content or reading group guides included so that the resources you
need are right at your fingertips. Once you've consulted The Reading Group Insider, you'll be eager
to start reading, meeting and discussing! (A Publication of The eBook Insider Series)
  julie otsuka author works: The Penguin Book of Migration Literature Dohra Ahmad,
2019-09-17 [Ahmad's] introduction is fiery and charismatic... This book encompasses the diversity of
experience, with beautiful variations and stories that bicker back and forth. --Parul Sehgal, The New
York Times The first global anthology of migration literature featuring works by Mohsin Hamid,
Zadie Smith, Marjane Satrapi, Salman Rushdie, and Warsan Shire, with a foreword by Edwidge
Danticat, author of Everything Inside A Penguin Classic Every year, three to four million people
move to a new country. From war refugees to corporate expats, migrants constantly reshape their
places of origin and arrival. This selection of works collected together for the first time brings
together the most compelling literary depictions of migration. Organized in four parts (Departures,
Arrivals, Generations, and Returns), The Penguin Book of Migration Literature conveys the intricacy
of worldwide migration patterns, the diversity of immigrant experiences, and the commonalities
among many of those diverse experiences. Ranging widely across the eighteenth through
twenty-first centuries, across every continent of the earth, and across multiple literary genres, the
anthology gives readers an understanding of our rapidly changing world, through the eyes of those
at the center of that change. With thirty carefully selected poems, short stories, and excerpts
spanning three hundred years and twenty-five countries, the collection brings together luminaries,
emerging writers, and others who have earned a wide following in their home countries but have
been less recognized in the Anglophone world. Editor of the volume Dohra Ahmad provides a
contextual introduction, notes, and suggestions for further exploration.
  julie otsuka author works: The Children of 1965 Min Hyoung Song, 2013-04-15 A new
generation of Asian American writers has garnered critical and popular attention since the 1990s.
Min Hyoung Song argues that their diverse work pushes against existing ways of thinking about
race.
  julie otsuka author works: The Cambridge History of Asian American Literature Rajini
Srikanth, Min Hyoung Song, 2015-12-01 The Cambridge History of Asian American Literature
presents a comprehensive history of the field, from its origins in the nineteenth century to the
present day. It offers an unparalleled examination of all facets of Asian American writing that help
readers to understand how authors have sought to make their experiences meaningful. Covering
subjects from autobiography and Japanese American internment literature to contemporary drama
and social protest performance, this History traces the development of a literary tradition while
remaining grounded in current scholarship. It also presents new critical approaches to Asian
American literature that will serve the needs of students and specialists alike. Written by leading
scholars in the field, The Cambridge History of Asian American Literature will not only engage
readers in contemporary debates but also serve as a definitive reference for years to come.
  julie otsuka author works: The Cambridge Companion to Asian American Literature Crystal



Parikh, Daniel Y. Kim, 2015-08-20 This Companion surveys Asian American literature from the
nineteenth century to the present day.
  julie otsuka author works: Brown Girls Daphne Palasi Andreades, 2022-01-04 NEW YORK
TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • A “boisterous and infectious debut novel” (The Guardian) about a group
of friends and their immigrant families from Queens, New York—a tenderly observed, fiercely poetic
love letter to a modern generation of brown girls. “An acute study of those tender moments of
becoming, this is an ode to girlhood, inheritance, and the good trouble the body yields.”—Raven
Leilani, author of Luster FINALIST: The New American Voices Award, The Carol Shields Prize for
Fiction, The VCU Cabell First Novelist Award, The New American Voices Award, The Center for
Fiction First Novel Prize ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: PopSugar, Kirkus Reviews If
you really want to know, we are the color of 7-Eleven root beer. The color of sand at Rockaway
Beach when it blisters the bottoms of our feet. Color of soil . . . Welcome to Queens, New York,
where streets echo with languages from all over the globe, subways rumble above dollar stores,
trees bloom and topple over sidewalks, and the funky scent of the Atlantic Ocean wafts in from
Rockaway Beach. Within one of New York City’s most vibrant and eclectic boroughs, young women
of color like Nadira, Gabby, Naz, Trish, Angelique, and countless others, attempt to reconcile their
immigrant backgrounds with the American culture in which they come of age. Here, they become
friends for life—or so they vow. Exuberant and wild, together they roam The City That Never Sleeps,
sing Mariah Carey at the tops of their lungs, yearn for crushes who pay them no mind—and break
the hearts of those who do—all while trying to heed their mothers’ commands to be obedient
daughters. But as they age, their paths diverge and rifts form between them, as some choose to
remain on familiar streets, while others find themselves ascending in the world, beckoned by
existences foreign and seemingly at odds with their humble roots. A blazingly original debut novel
told by a chorus of unforgettable voices, Brown Girls illustrates a collective portrait of childhood,
adulthood, and beyond, and is a striking exploration of female friendship, a powerful depiction of
women of color attempting to forge their place in the world today. For even as the conflicting desires
of ambition and loyalty, freedom and commitment, adventure and stability risk dividing them, it is to
one another—and to Queens—that the girls ultimately return.
  julie otsuka author works: Writing Backwards Alexander Manshel, 2023-11-21 Finalist,
2025 SHARP Book History Book Prize, Society for the Study of the History of Authorship, Reading,
and Publishing Contemporary fiction has never been less contemporary. Midcentury writers tended
to set their works in their own moment, but for the last several decades critical acclaim and
attention have fixated on historical fiction. This shift is particularly dramatic for writers of color.
Even as the literary canon has become more diverse, cultural institutions have celebrated Black,
Asian American, Latinx, and Indigenous novelists almost exclusively for their historical fiction.
Writing Backwards explores what the dominance of historical fiction in the contemporary canon
reveals about American literary culture. Alexander Manshel investigates the most celebrated
historical genres—contemporary narratives of slavery, the World War II novel, the multigenerational
family saga, immigrant fiction, and the novel of recent history—alongside the literary and academic
institutions that have elevated them. He examines novels by writers including Toni Morrison, Viet
Thanh Nguyen, Colson Whitehead, Julia Alvarez, Leslie Marmon Silko, Michael Chabon, Julie Otsuka,
Yaa Gyasi, Ben Lerner, and Tommy Orange in the context of MFA programs, literary prizes,
university syllabi, book clubs, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Manshel studies how
historical fiction has evolved over the last half century, documenting the formation of the newly
inclusive literary canon as well as who and what it still excludes. Offering new insight into how
institutions shape literature and the limits of historical memory, Writing Backwards also considers
recent challenges to the historical turn in American fiction.
  julie otsuka author works: The Swimmers Julie Otsuka, 2022-02-22 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE WINNER • From the award-winning author
of The Buddha in the Attic and When the Emperor Was Divine comes a novel that starts as a
catalogue of spoken and unspoken rules for swimmers at an aquatic center but unfolds into a



powerful story of a mother’s dementia and her daughter’s love (The Washington Post). The
swimmers are unknown to one another except through their private routines (slow lane, medium
lane, fast lane) and the solace each takes in their morning or afternoon laps. But when a crack
appears at the bottom of the pool, they are cast out into an unforgiving world without comfort or
relief. One of these swimmers is Alice, who is slowly losing her memory. For Alice, the pool was a
final stand against the darkness of her encroaching dementia. Without the fellowship of other
swimmers and the routine of her daily laps she is plunged into dislocation and chaos, swept into
memories of her childhood and the Japanese American incarceration camp in which she spent the
war. Alice's estranged daughter, reentering her mother's life too late, witnesses her stark and
devastating decline.
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