islamic jurisprudence translation

islamic jurisprudence translation is a crucial aspect in understanding and transmitting the profound
legal and ethical principles of Islamic law to a global audience. With the increasing interest in Sharia,
Figh, and the diverse schools of thought within Islam, accurate translation plays a vital role in bridging
gaps between scholars, legal practitioners, and laypersons worldwide. This article explores the history,
challenges, methodologies, and significance of translating Islamic jurisprudence. It also examines the
impact of translation on legal practice, education, and interfaith dialogue. Readers will gain insights into
the complexity of technical terms, the importance of contextual accuracy, and the evolving landscape
of digital resources. Whether you are a student, researcher, or professional, this comprehensive guide
offers a valuable resource for understanding the intricate process of islamic jurisprudence translation

and its far-reaching implications.
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Understanding Islamic Jurisprudence

Islamic jurisprudence, known as Figh, is the science of interpreting and applying Islamic law derived
from the Quran, Sunnah, consensus (ljma), and analogy (Qiyas). Islamic jurisprudence covers a wide
range of topics, including worship, transactions, family law, criminal law, and ethics. The translation of
these complex legal concepts requires an in-depth understanding of both the source and target
languages, as well as the religious and cultural context. Accurate islamic jurisprudence translation
enables non-Arabic speakers to access, study, and apply Islamic legal principles, fostering greater

understanding and collaboration across cultures.

Key Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence

The foundations of Islamic jurisprudence include primary sources like the Quran and Hadith, supported
by scholarly consensus and analogical reasoning. Each school of Islamic law, such as Hanafi, Maliki,
Shafi'i, and Hanbali, offers unique interpretations and methodologies. Translators must be familiar with

these variations to ensure fidelity to the original meaning during translation.

¢ Quran and Hadith as primary references
e Consensus (ljma) among scholars
e Analogy (Qiyas) for new circumstances

¢ Differences among Islamic legal schools



Historical Development of Translation in Islamic Law

The translation of Islamic legal texts has a rich history dating back to the early Islamic period. As Islam
expanded beyond the Arabian Peninsula, the need to translate legal and religious texts into Persian,
Turkish, Urdu, and other languages became essential. This facilitated the spread of Islamic law and
culture across diverse regions and populations. Early translators were often scholars who understood
the nuances of both Arabic and the target language, ensuring the transmission of complex

jurisprudential concepts with accuracy and clarity.

Major Milestones in Translation History

Key moments in the history of islamic jurisprudence translation include the translation of classical Figh
manuals, legal commentaries, and fatwas. The Ottoman Empire and Mughal India played significant
roles in the propagation of Islamic law through translation. In modern times, academic institutions and

publishing houses have furthered the global reach of Islamic legal literature.

1. Early translations during Islamic expansion
2. Ottoman and Mughal translation initiatives
3. Modern academic efforts in translation

4. Digital dissemination of legal texts

Challenges in Islamic Jurisprudence Translation

Translating Islamic jurisprudence presents numerous challenges due to the complexity and specificity

of legal terminology. Many Arabic terms, such as “Sharia,” “ljma,” and “Qiyas,” do not have direct



equivalents in other languages. Misinterpretation or oversimplification can lead to misunderstanding
and misapplication of Islamic law. Additionally, translators must navigate differences in legal schools,

regional customs, and evolving interpretations while maintaining accuracy and neutrality.

Common Translation Difficulties

Some challenges include the translation of technical terms, idiomatic expressions, and contextual
nuances. Legal texts often contain references to historical events, cultural practices, and theological
principles that require careful explanation. Maintaining the integrity of the original text while making it

accessible to a broader audience is a delicate balance.

¢ Untranslatable Arabic legal terms
¢ Contextual ambiguity and regional variations
e Complexity of legal reasoning and logic

¢ Potential for ideological bias in translation

Methodologies and Best Practices

Effective islamic jurisprudence translation relies on established methodologies and best practices.
Translators must employ a combination of linguistic skills, subject-matter expertise, and cultural
sensitivity. Collaborative translation involving legal scholars, linguists, and native speakers enhances
accuracy and consistency. Glossaries, annotations, and footnotes are essential tools for clarifying

ambiguous terms and providing context for readers.



Recommended Translation Approaches

To ensure high-quality translation, professionals often adopt a comparative approach, referencing
multiple sources and interpretations. Peer review by experts in Islamic law helps maintain fidelity to the
original meaning. Translators also utilize parallel translations and digital resources to cross-check

terminology and legal concepts.

¢ Collaborative translation teams
¢ Use of annotated glossaries
¢ Peer review and expert validation

o Contextual footnotes and explanations

The Role of Translators in Sharia Interpretation

Translators serve as vital intermediaries in the interpretation and dissemination of Sharia. Their work
affects legal decisions, educational curricula, and interfaith dialogue. Translators must balance fidelity
to the original text with clarity and accessibility for non-experts. In many cases, their translations shape
how Islamic law is understood and implemented in various legal systems outside the Arabic-speaking

world.

Ethical Responsibilities of Translators

Translators of Islamic jurisprudence bear significant ethical responsibilities. Their choices can influence
legal outcomes, cultural perceptions, and religious practices. Adhering to professional standards,

maintaining objectivity, and consulting authoritative sources are essential for responsible translation.



¢ Accuracy and neutrality in translation
* Respect for religious and legal traditions
e Consultation with subject-matter experts

e Transparency in translation methodology

Impact on Legal Systems and Education

Islamic jurisprudence translation has a substantial impact on legal systems and educational institutions
worldwide. Translated texts serve as references for judges, lawyers, and policymakers in countries with
Muslim populations. They also form the foundation of curricula in Islamic studies and law faculties,

enabling students to engage with primary sources and scholarly debates.

Influence on Global Legal Practice

The availability of translated Islamic legal texts facilitates cross-cultural legal collaboration and
comparative law studies. It supports the integration of Islamic principles into national constitutions and

legal codes, shaping the administration of justice in diverse contexts.

¢ Foundation for legal education in non-Arabic-speaking countries
» Reference for judicial decisions and legal reform

¢ Facilitation of comparative law research



e Promotion of interfaith and intercultural dialogue

Digital Resources and Modern Innovations

Advancements in technology have transformed the field of islamic jurisprudence translation. Digital
libraries, online databases, and translation software provide unprecedented access to primary and
secondary sources. Machine translation, while still limited in handling complex legal terminology, is
continually improving with the aid of artificial intelligence and expert input. These innovations have
democratized access to Islamic legal literature and enhanced the speed and quality of translation

efforts.

Prominent Digital Tools and Platforms

Several online resources offer comprehensive collections of Islamic legal texts and scholarly
commentaries. Academic institutions and research centers host digital archives, while specialized

translation software assists professionals in managing terminology and context.

¢ Online databases of Figh and Sharia texts
¢ Specialized translation management software
e Artificial intelligence-driven translation aids

¢ Collaborative scholarly platforms



Conclusion

Islamic jurisprudence translation is a multifaceted discipline that bridges linguistic, cultural, and legal
divides. Its importance continues to grow as the global demand for accurate and accessible Islamic
legal literature rises. By adhering to rigorous methodologies and ethical standards, translators facilitate
greater understanding, cooperation, and respect among diverse communities. The ongoing evolution of
digital resources promises to further enhance the quality and reach of islamic jurisprudence translation

for scholars, professionals, and the broader public.

Q: What is islamic jurisprudence translation?

A: Islamic jurisprudence translation is the process of converting legal texts, concepts, and principles of
Islamic law (Figh and Sharia) from Arabic or other source languages into target languages. This

enables non-Arabic speakers to understand and engage with Islamic legal literature.

Q: Why is translation important in Islamic law?

A: Translation is vital for making Islamic legal knowledge accessible to a global audience, supporting
legal systems in non-Arabic-speaking countries, and facilitating education, interfaith dialogue, and

comparative legal research.

Q: What are the main challenges in islamic jurisprudence translation?

A: The primary challenges include translating technical legal terms, maintaining contextual accuracy,

addressing regional and school-specific variations, and preventing ideological bias or misinterpretation.

Q: Who typically translates Islamic legal texts?

A: Islamic legal texts are translated by scholars, linguists, and professionals with expertise in both

source and target languages, as well as a deep understanding of Islamic law and its context.



Q: How do translators ensure accuracy in Islamic jurisprudence

translation?

A: Translators use collaborative teams, annotated glossaries, expert peer review, and extensive

research to ensure accuracy and fidelity to the original text.

Q: What role do digital tools play in translation today?

A: Digital tools, such as online databases, translation management software, and artificial intelligence,

facilitate faster, more accurate, and wider dissemination of Islamic legal literature.

Q: Can machine translation be trusted for Islamic legal texts?

A: While machine translation has improved, it still struggles with complex legal terminology and

context. Human expertise remains essential for high-quality islamic jurisprudence translation.

Q: What ethical responsibilities do translators have?

A: Translators must maintain accuracy, neutrality, and respect for religious and legal traditions,

consulting authoritative sources and being transparent about their methodologies.

Q: How does translation affect legal systems in Muslim-majority

countries?

A: Translation allows legal systems to integrate Islamic principles into legislation and judicial practice,

especially in countries where Arabic is not the primary language.



Q: What are some prominent schools of Islamic jurisprudence?

A: The major schools are Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali. Each offers distinct interpretations and

methodologies that influence translation choices and outcomes.
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islamic jurisprudence translation: Lessons in Islamic Jurisprudence Muhammad Baqir
As-Sadr, 2014-10-01 This is an English translation of one of the most famous texts by the influential
and charismatic Islamic activist, as-Sadr, who was executed by Saddam Hussein in Iraq in 1980.
As-Sadr's books have made him one of the most celebrated Arab Muslim intellectuals of modern
times. This text is used throughout the Sunni and Shi'a world by students of Islamic jurisprudence
because of its succinctness and intellectual vigour. Mottahedeh's translation is accompanied by a
detailed introduction which explains and places in context as-Sadr's views. Representing an attempt
to relate a large body of Islamic law to scripture, this translation should be of great interest to
students of scripture, hermeneutics and law.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Shari'a (Islamic Law): Oxford Bibliographies Online
Research Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help
scholars and students of Islamic studies find reliable sources of information by directing them to the
best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable
introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of
scholarly interest within this topic. In Islamic studies, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels
are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool
for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of
an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Islamic Studies, a dynamic, continuously updated,
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials
relevant to the study of the Islamic religion and Muslim cultures. Oxford Bibliographies Online
covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit
www.aboutobo.com.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Al - Hidayah (The Guidance) Burhan Ad-Din Al-Farghani
Al-Marghinani, 2020-10-19 The Hidayah has dominated the field of Islamic jurisprudence since the
day it was written over 800 years ago. It has been the primary text used by Muslims jurist to issue
authentic and reliable rulings on Islamic law according to the school of Imam Abu Hanifa (d
150H/767CE). The Hidayah commands such an authoritative position amongst the doctors of law
that the knowledge of a scholar who has not read it is not considered reliable. It has been a standard
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text in the curricula of Islamic law schools since the 12th century. It was first translated into English
by Charles Hamilton in 1791. Around 70 huge commentaries, some spread over more than a dozen
volumes have been written on it. The number of explanatory glosses is in thousands. Comprehensive
in content and conveniently organized, with the publication of this all previous works that discussed
Islamic jurisprudence according to the Hanafi law become outmoded and soon fell into disuse. If
revealed books are not taken into account, never has a book received so much attention as the
Hidayah. This landmark publication of the Hidayah not only has been translated in its entirety for
the first time but has been done so from Arabic, the language in which it was written. The author,
Shaykh Al Islam, Burhan Al-Din Marghanani (d 593 AH/ 1197 CE) was considered to be the leading
jurist of the Muslim world in his times. The hidayah is justly celebrated as the most practical and
useful summary compilation of Hanafi jurisprudence. It has been a standard text in the curricula of
Islamic law schools since the 12th century. It was first translated by Charles Hamilton in 1791. A
new translation into modern English has been long overdue. This translation by Imran Ahsan Khan
Nyazee is both precise and straight forward. With his knowledge of Islamic law and jurispudence
combined with his command of both the Arabic and English languages, he has conveyed the meaning
of the original with great clarity. The hidayah is a dense work, intended for use in teaching Hanafi
figh - it is a work that needs explication if its arguments are to be understood fully. This the
translator has provided through this valuable notes Dr Mohammad Akram Nadwi, research fellow,
Oxford centre for Islamic studies, Oxford

islamic jurisprudence translation: Islamic Jurisprudence on the Regulation of Armed
Conflict Nesrine Badawi, 2019-10-01 In Islamic Jurisprudence on the Regulation of Armed Conflict:
Text and Context, Nesrine Badawi argues against the existence of a “true” interpretation of the rules
regulating armed conflict in Islamic law. In a survey of formative and modern seminal legal works on
the subject, the author sheds light on the role played by the sociopolitical context in shaping this
branch of jurisprudence and offers a detailed examination of the internal deductive structures of
these works.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Islamic Jurisprudence, Islamic Law, and Modernity
Mohammad H. Fadel, 2023-08-01 Mohammad Fadel's scholarship on Islamic law and legal history
ranges from medieval institutions and the history of Islamic legal interpretation to urgent problems
relating to the modern reception and re-assessment of Islamic legal doctrine. Fadel's intellectual
concerns focus primarily on the compatibility of the Islamic legal tradition with modern liberal
political arrangements, but in his research and writing he also delves into the realm of premodern
Islamic legal thought and institutions. His Rawlsian approach leads him to a political reading of the
Islamic legal tradition, which he accomplishes by teasing out jurists' assumptions about politics,
economics, and the domestic sphere. Fadel's readings of Islamic legal sources suggest that Islamic
law remains relevant to a society in which legitimate disagreements over law and morality seem
intractable. At the same time, from the Rawlsian perspective he adopts, Fadel reminds us that
premodern Muslim jurists formulated Islamic law also under conditions of substantial controversy
over matters of law and morality, as well as over questions of religion, politics, theology, and
metaphysics. The studies gathered together in this volume adroitly illustrate Fadel's interest in
Islamic law as a domain of Islamic political thought and as a framework that might be deployed in
today's pluralistic and secularized societies.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Islamic Law in Circulation Mahmood Kooria,
2022-03-31 Analysing the spread and survival of Islamic legal ideas and commentaries in the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean littorals, Islamic Law in Circulation focuses on Shafi‘ism, one of
the four Sunni schools of Islamic law. It explores how certain texts shaped, transformed and
influenced the juridical thoughts and lives of a significant community over a millennium in and
between Asia, Africa and Europe. By examining the processes of the spread of legal texts and their
roles in society, as well as thinking about how Afrasian Muslims responded to these new arrivals of
thoughts and texts, Mahmood Kooria weaves together a narrative with the textual descendants from
places such as Damascus, Mecca, Cairo, Malabar, Java, Aceh and Zanzibar to tell a compelling story




of how Islam contributed to the global history of law from the thirteenth to the twentieth century.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Islamic Law on Trial Dr. Sohaira Z. M. Siddiqui,
2025-04-15 Prior to the East India Company’s establishment in India in 1661, Islamic law was widely
applied by the Mughal Empire. But as the Company’s power grew, it established a court system
intended to limit Islamic law. Following the Great Rebellion of 1857, the decentralized Islamic legal
system was replaced with a new standardized system. Islamic Law on Trial interrogates the project
of juridical colonization and demonstrates that alongside—and despite—the violent displacement of
Muslim legal sovereignty, Muslims were able to engage with and even champion Islamic law from
inside the colonial judiciary. The outcome of their work was a paradoxical legal terrain that
appeared legitimate to both Muslim practitioners and English colonizers. Sohaira Siddiqui
challenges long-standing assumptions about Islamic law under British rule, the ways in which
colonial power displaced preexisting traditions, and how local Muslim elites navigated the new
institutions imposed upon them.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Islamic Jurisprudence - 3rd Edition Imran Ahsan Khan
Nyazee, 2019-08-29 Islamic jurisprudence or usul al-fiqgh provides the foundation for any meaningful
study of Islamic law. The present book has been in the field for more than a decade and has received
a positive response from many quarters. It is used as a textbook in a number of university courses.
Over the years, however, students have shown an eagerness to know more. They have raised many
questions whose answers the book did not provide. A catalogue of the questions asked, and those not
asked, gave rise to the need to revise the book. The present, third, edition of the book has, therefore,
been revised and three chapters at the end have been completely rewritten.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Islamic Law Ahmad Atif Ahmad, 2017-10-12 Introducing
undergraduate students to Islamic law, this accessible textbook does not presume legal or technical
knowledge. Drawing on a comparative approach, it encourages students to think through the issues
of the application of Islamic law where Muslims live as a majority and where they live as a minority,
including the USA, Saudia Arabia, Egypt, Pakistan. The book surveys the historical development as
well as the contemporary contexts of Islamic law. In distilling the history of Islamic law for
non-specialists, the author covers important topics such as the development and transformation of
Islamic institutions before and after colonialism. Coverage of Islamic law across contemporary
contexts draws on real case material, and allows for discussion of Islam as a legal and a moral code
that is activated both inside and outside the court. Readers will learn about rituals, dietary
restrictions, family, contracts and property, lawful and unlawful gain, criminal law and punishments,
and what makes a government legitimate in the eyes of Muslim individuals and authorities.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Issues in Arabic Legal Translation Sonia A. Halimi, Djamel
Goui, 2025-03-10 This edited collection provides an insightful study of the state of the art in legal
translation. It not only presents the latest research on legal translation, pragmatics, terminology and
intercultural communication, but also delivers an account of the situation of legal translation in a
selection of Arabic-speaking countries representing the four regions of the Arab world, in an attempt
to show when and how legal translation is done. The collection also portrays translation situations in
the international arena with two case studies, the United Nations setting and the Arabic translation
of the American Constitution. The book chapters explore the dynamic relationship between language
and the law in a variety of legal settings where the cultural landscape, historical background and
social dynamics determine the act of translation. This collection is a valuable source of information
for professionals and students of Arabic legal translation, linguists, practitioners, and academics.

islamic jurisprudence translation: The Literature of Islam Paula Youngman Skreslet,
Rebecca Skreslet, 2006-09-20 This book introduces the literature of Islam as it is presented in
English translation. For scholars in other fields who need to understand the vast and complex
literary heritage of this erudite and vigorous faith community (but are unable to devote years of their
lives to achieving a reading proficiency in classical Arabic), for faculty members called upon to teach
introductory or survey courses outside their own disciplines, and for graduate students in theology,
medieval studies, world religions, or related fields who need access to these primary sources in



English translation, The Literature of Islam is a welcome resource. Even lay readers who are
interested in understanding the modern Arab or Islamic world may grasp something of the currents
of thought and belief through the centuries that produced these important works, which continue to
exert a powerful influence upon Muslims today. The primary literatures of Islam are normally
classified into several areas of study: the canonical literature, the interpretation of scripture and
tradition, law, theology, philosophy, history, and mysticism. Entries here are organized into these
areas of study and represent the most significant texts from important trends in the discipline. The
volume also includes an extensive bibliography that lists the editions of primary sources analyzed in
each chapter. There are also some suggestions for secondary reading, which might be helpful to a
student seeking additional information about each genre of literature.

islamic jurisprudence translation: The Ashgate Research Companion to Islamic Law Peri
Bearman, 2016-03-16 This unparalleled Companion provides a comprehensive and authoritative
guide to Islamic law to all with an interest in this increasingly relevant and developing field. The
volume presents classical Islamic law through a historiographical introduction to and analysis of
Western scholarship, while key debates about hot-button issues in modern-day circumstances are
also addressed. In twenty-one chapters, distinguished authors offer an overview of their particular
specialty, reflect on past and current thinking, and point to directions for future research. The
Companion is divided into four parts. The first offers an introduction to the history of Islamic law as
well as a discussion of how Western scholarship and historiography have evolved over time. The
second part delves into the substance of Islamic law. Legal rules for the areas of legal status, family
law, socio-economic justice, penal law, constitutional authority, and the law of war are all discussed
in this section. Part three examines the adaptation of Islamic law in light of colonialism and the
modern nation state as well as the subsequent re-Islamization of national legal systems. The final
section presents contemporary debates on the role of Islamic law in areas such as finance, the
diaspora, modern governance, and medical ethics, and the volume concludes by questioning the role
of Sharia law as a legal authority in the modern context. By outlining the history of Islamic law
through a linear study of research, this collection is unique in its examination of past and present
scholarship and the lessons we can draw from this for the future. It introduces scholars and students
to the challenges posed in the past, to the magnitude of milestones that were achieved in the
reinterpretation and revision of established ideas, and ultimately to a thorough conceptual
understanding of Islamic law.

islamic jurisprudence translation: The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Law Anver M. Emon,
Rumee Ahmed, 2018 A comprehensive guide to Islamic legal scholarship, this Handbook offers a
direct and accessible introduction to Islamic law and the academic debates within the field. Topics
include textual sources and authority, institutions, substantive legal areas, Islamic legal philosophy,
and Islamic law in the Muslim World and in Muslim minority countries.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Doubt in Islamic Law Intisar A. Rabb, 2015 This book
considers the rarely studied but pervasive concepts of doubt that medieval Muslim jurists used to
resolve problematic criminal cases.

islamic jurisprudence translation: The Beginnings of Islamic Law Lena Salaymeh,
2016-11-14 This is a major and innovative contribution to our understanding of the historical
unfolding of Islamic law. Scrutinizing its historical contexts, Salaymeh proposes that Islamic law is a
continuous intermingling of innovation and tradition. The book's interdisciplinary approach provides
accessible explanations and translations of complex materials and ideas.

islamic jurisprudence translation: [slamic Law on Trial Sohaira Z. M. Siddiqui, 2025-06-10
Prior to the East India Company’s establishment in India in 1661, Islamic law was widely applied by
the Mughal Empire. But as the Company’s power grew, it established a court system intended to
limit Islamic law. Following the Great Rebellion of 1857, the decentralized Islamic legal system was
replaced with a new standardized system. Islamic Law on Trial interrogates the project of juridical
colonization and demonstrates that alongside—and despite—the violent displacement of Muslim
legal sovereignty, Muslims were able to engage with and even champion Islamic law from inside the




colonial judiciary. The outcome of their work was a paradoxical legal terrain that appeared
legitimate to both Muslim practitioners and English colonizers. Sohaira Siddiqui challenges
long-standing assumptions about Islamic law under British rule, the ways in which colonial power
displaced preexisting traditions, and how local Muslim elites navigated the new institutions imposed
upon them.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Muslim Sanzijing Roberta Tontini, 2016-06-21 In Muslim
Sanzijing, Shifts and Continuities in the Definition of Islam in China (1710-2010) Roberta Tontini
traces the development of Islam and Islamic law in the country, while responding to two enduring
questions in China’s intellectual history: How was the Muslim sharia reconciled with Confucianism?
How was knowledge of Islamic social and ritual norms popularized to large segments of Chinese
Muslim society even in periods of limited literacy? Through a comprehensive study that includes a
rigorous analysis of popular Chinese Islamic primers belonging to the Sanzijing tradition, Tontini
offers fresh insights on the little known intellectual and legal history of Islam on Chinese soil to
convincingly demonstrate its evolving quality in response to changing social norms.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Law, Text, Terror Peter Goodrich, Lior Barshack, Anton
Schutz, 2013-10-18 The essays collected here under the governing signs, Law, Text, Terror have
their origins in a singular and topical desire. Their motive is most immediately that of acknowledging
the massive and eccentric contribution of the philologist, psychoanalyst and Romanist jurist Pierre
Legendre to the study of legal institutions and juridical practices. He has unceasingly asked the
question 'why law?' and in endeavouring to answer that question, in the course of over twenty-five
books published during the last forty years, he has traversed a unique and uniquely idiosyncratic
body of disciplines and knowledges relevant to the symbolic forms and institutional functions of the
Western legal order. These essays reflect that singularity of drive as well as that diversity of
scholarly interests by taking up, playing with, varying and developing the themes of text and terror,
law and territory, that Legendre either introduced or made peculiarly his own.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Sunna: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide
Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and
students of Islamic studies find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best
available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct
recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable
introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of
scholarly interest within this topic. In Islamic studies, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels
are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool
for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of
an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Islamic Studies, a dynamic, continuously updated,
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials
relevant to the study of the Islamic religion and Muslim cultures. Oxford Bibliographies Online
covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit
www.aboutobo.com.

islamic jurisprudence translation: Religious Pluralism and Islamic Law Anver M. Emon,
2012-07-26 The question of tolerance and Islam is not a new one. Polemicists are certain that Islam
is not a tolerant religion. As evidence they point to the rules governing the treatment of non-Muslim
permanent residents in Muslim lands, namely the dhimmi rules that are at the center of this study.
These rules, when read in isolation, are certainly discriminatory in nature. They legitimate
discriminatory treatment on grounds of what could be said to be religious faith and religious
difference. The dhimmi rules are often invoked as proof-positive of the inherent intolerance of the
Islamic faith (and thereby of any believing Muslim) toward the non-Muslim. This book addresses the
problem of the concept of 'tolerance' for understanding the significance of the dhimmi rules that



governed and regulated non-Muslim permanent residents in Islamic lands. In doing so, it suggests
that the Islamic legal treatment of non-Muslims is symptomatic of the more general challenge of
governing a diverse polity. Far from being constitutive of an Islamic ethos, the dhimmi rules raise
important thematic questions about Rule of Law, governance, and how the pursuit of pluralism
through the institutions of law and governance is a messy business. As argued throughout this book,
an inescapable, and all-too-often painful, bottom line in the pursuit of pluralism is that it requires
impositions and limitations on freedoms that are considered central and fundamental to an
individual's well-being, but which must be limited for some people in some circumstances for
reasons extending well beyond the claims of a given individual. A comparison to recent cases from
the United States, United Kingdom, and the European Court of Human Rights reveals that however
different and distant premodern Islamic and modern democratic societies may be in terms of time,
space, and values, legal systems face similar challenges when governing a populace in which
minority and majority groups diverge on the meaning and implication of values deemed fundamental
to a particular polity.
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