high school secrets novel

high school secrets novel is a captivating genre that delves into the hidden dramas,
emotional journeys, and complex relationships within the halls of secondary education.
These novels go beyond simple teenage tales, revealing intricate secrets and challenges
faced by students navigating adolescence. In this comprehensive article, you’ll discover
what defines a high school secrets novel, explore its most compelling themes, examine the
best examples in literature, and learn why this genre remains popular among readers of all
ages. We'll also analyze the narrative techniques that make these stories so engaging, their
impact on youth culture, and offer tips for aspiring writers who want to create their own
unforgettable high school secrets novel. Whether you’re a fan of young adult fiction or an
author seeking inspiration, this guide provides everything you need to understand and
appreciate the enduring appeal of high school secrets novels.
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Understanding the High School Secrets Novel
Genre

The high school secrets novel is a subgenre of young adult literature focusing on the
undisclosed aspects of teenage life. These novels often center around students who conceal
personal truths, hidden relationships, or mysterious events that unfold within the school
environment. Unlike standard coming-of-age stories, high school secrets novels weave
suspense and intrigue into everyday experiences, making them highly appealing to both
teens and adults.

High school secrets novels typically feature relatable characters facing authentic dilemmas
such as peer pressure, bullying, romance, and family issues. The secret element adds an
extra layer of complexity, creating suspense and driving the plot forward. These stories
reflect the emotional intensity of adolescence and provide insight into the inner workings of
high school communities.



Popular Themes in High School Secrets Novels

Themes play a crucial role in shaping the high school secrets novel and engaging readers.
The genre explores a variety of issues relevant to teenagers and young adults. By
addressing real-life problems and emotional struggles, these novels resonate deeply with
their audience and often serve as a reflection of contemporary youth experiences.

Hidden Relationships and Forbidden Love

One of the most prevalent themes in high school secrets novels is the exploration of
clandestine relationships. Whether it is a forbidden romance between students from rival
groups or a teacher-student bond kept under wraps, these narratives provide dramatic
tension and emotional depth. The secrecy surrounding these relationships amplifies the
stakes and keeps readers invested in the outcome.

Bullying and Peer Pressure

Bullying and peer pressure are significant issues in high school settings and frequently
serve as central themes in high school secrets novels. Characters may hide their true
selves to avoid ridicule or succumb to social expectations that conflict with their personal
beliefs. These stories highlight the challenges of fitting in and the consequences of silence,
encouraging empathy and awareness among readers.

Family Secrets and Personal Identity

Many high school secrets novels delve into family dynamics and personal identity crises.
Characters often grapple with secrets related to their backgrounds, such as adoption,
hidden heritage, or undisclosed parental struggles. The journey to self-discovery and
acceptance forms a compelling narrative arc that resonates with anyone who has ever felt
misunderstood or isolated.

Mystery and Suspense

Some high school secrets novels incorporate elements of mystery, where the plot revolves
around solving a puzzle or uncovering the truth behind a tragic event. These stories often
blend psychological drama with suspense, keeping readers guessing until the final pages.
The combination of everyday school life and enigmatic occurrences makes these novels

uniquely gripping.



Notable Examples and Bestsellers

Over the years, the high school secrets novel has produced numerous bestsellers and
critically acclaimed works. These books have set benchmarks for storytelling and influenced
generations of readers. While each novel brings its own distinct perspective, all share a
focus on secrecy, growth, and the complexities of teenage life.

e One of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus - A thriller centered on the secrets of five
high school students after a mysterious death.

e Pretty Little Liars by Sara Shepard - A series that follows a group of friends whose
dark secrets threaten to destroy their lives.

e Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson - A powerful story about a girl who remains silent
about a traumatic event, revealing the weight of hidden pain.

* We Were Liars by E. Lockhart - A suspenseful tale of family secrets and betrayal set
in a privileged environment.

* The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky - Examines the inner world
of an introverted teenager coping with past trauma and secrets.

These novels have not only entertained millions but have also sparked important
conversations about mental health, honesty, and resilience in the face of adversity.

Narrative Techniques That Captivate Readers

High school secrets novels employ a range of storytelling techniques to immerse readers in
their world and maintain suspense. Understanding these methods can help writers and
readers appreciate the craft behind these engaging stories.

Multiple Points of View

Many high school secrets novels use multiple perspectives to reveal the inner thoughts and
motivations of different characters. This technique allows readers to piece together the
truth from various angles, deepening the mystery and emotional impact of the story.

Flashbacks and Nonlinear Structure

Flashbacks are frequently utilized to gradually disclose the secrets that shape characters’
present actions. Nonlinear structures, where the narrative jumps between different time
periods, help build suspense and allow for dramatic reveals at crucial moments.



Unreliable Narrators

Some authors employ unreliable narrators, whose version of events may be distorted by
personal bias or intentional deception. This approach keeps readers questioning what is
real and challenges them to unravel the truth alongside the protagonist.

Impact on Youth Culture and Society

High school secrets novels have a profound influence on youth culture, shaping attitudes
and discussions around important social issues. Their popularity stems from their honest
portrayal of teenage struggles and their willingness to tackle taboo topics.

By representing diverse perspectives and experiences, these novels foster empathy and
understanding among young readers. They often encourage open dialogue about mental
health, sexuality, bullying, and identity, making them valuable resources both in and out of
the classroom.

Additionally, high school secrets novels contribute to the broader young adult fiction
market, inspiring adaptations across film, television, and digital media. Their enduring
relevance is a testament to their ability to connect with readers and reflect the evolving
realities of adolescence.

Writing Tips for Creating a High School Secrets
Novel

Aspiring authors looking to write their own high school secrets novel must balance
authenticity with engaging storytelling. Crafting a compelling narrative requires attention to
character development, plot structure, and emotional resonance.

1. Develop Multi-Dimensional Characters: Ensure your characters have realistic
motivations, backgrounds, and emotional arcs.

2. Create Believable Secrets: The secret should be integral to the plot, with
meaningful consequences for the characters involved.

3. Maintain Suspense: Use pacing, foreshadowing, and gradual revelations to keep
readers invested.

4. Address Relevant Themes: Incorporate issues that resonate with teens, such as
identity, friendship, and family dynamics.

5. Use Authentic Dialogue: Capture the language and tone of teenagers to create a



convincing setting.

6. Show Emotional Growth: Let characters evolve as they confront their secrets and
overcome obstacles.

By following these guidelines, writers can create high school secrets novels that are both
entertaining and meaningful, appealing to a wide audience.

Conclusion

The high school secrets novel continues to thrive as a genre that combines suspense,
drama, and authentic adolescent experiences. Through compelling characters, intricate
plots, and relevant themes, these novels provide readers with both entertainment and
insight into the complexities of teenage life. Whether exploring hidden relationships, family
mysteries, or personal struggles, the genre’s enduring popularity proves its significance in
literature and youth culture.

Q: What defines a high school secrets novel?

A: A high school secrets novel is a young adult story centered around undisclosed truths,
mysterious events, or hidden relationships within a high school setting. The genre uses
suspense and emotional depth to explore the challenges faced by teenagers.

Q: Why are high school secrets novels popular among
readers?

A: These novels resonate with readers because they address real-life issues such as
identity, family dynamics, and peer pressure, while providing intrigue through hidden
secrets and dramatic reveals.

Q: What are some well-known examples of high school
secrets novels?

A: Notable titles include "One of Us Is Lying" by Karen M. McManus, "Pretty Little Liars" by
Sara Shepard, "Speak" by Laurie Halse Anderson, and "We Were Liars" by E. Lockhart.

Q: What themes are commonly explored in high school
secrets novels?

A: Common themes include forbidden relationships, bullying, personal identity crises, family
secrets, and mystery or suspenseful elements.



Q: How do high school secrets novels impact youth
culture?

A: These novels influence youth culture by encouraging discussions about mental health,
honesty, and resilience, and by representing diverse experiences and perspectives.

Q: What narrative techniques are used in high school
secrets novels?

A: Authors often use multiple points of view, flashbacks, nonlinear structures, and
unreliable narrators to build suspense and engage readers.

Q: Are high school secrets novels suitable for adults?

A: Yes, while primarily aimed at teenagers, many adults enjoy high school secrets novels for
their insightful exploration of human relationships and psychological drama.

Q: What advice is there for writing a successful high
school secrets novel?

A: Writers should focus on creating multi-dimensional characters, believable secrets,
authentic dialogue, and addressing relevant themes with emotional depth.

Q: Can high school secrets novels be adapted into
movies or TV series?

A: Many have been successfully adapted, as their suspenseful plots and relatable
characters translate well to visual media.

Q: What role do secrets play in the development of
characters?

A: Secrets drive character growth by forcing individuals to confront their fears, make
difficult choices, and ultimately evolve as they seek resolution and acceptance.
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high school secrets novel: Skyscraping Cordelia Jensen, 2015-06-02 A heartrending, bold
novel in verse about family, identity, and forgiveness Mira is just beginning her senior year of high
school when she discovers her father with his male lover. Her world-and everything she thought she
knew about her family-is shattered instantly. Unable to comprehend the lies, betrayal, and secrets
that-unbeknownst to Mira-have come to define and keep intact her family’s existence, Mira
distances herself from her sister and closest friends as a means of coping. But her father’s sexual
orientation isn’t all he's kept hidden. A shocking health scare brings to light his battle with HIV. As
Mira struggles to make sense of the many fractures in her family's fabric and redefine her wavering
sense of self, she must find a way to reconnect with her dad-while there is still time. Told in raw,
exposed free verse, Skyscraping reminds us that there is no one way to be a family. Praise for
SKYSCRAPING: A 2016 NCTE Children's Notable Verse Novel A Booklist Top 10 LGBTQ Book for
Youth title A YALSA 2016 Best Fiction for Young Adults title A Booklist Essential LGBTQIA Book for
Youth A Los Angeles Public Library's Best Book for Teens * Exquisite free-verse poems...illuminating
and deeply felt.—Booklist *STARRED* * [An] exquisite coming-of-age novel in verse.—School Library
Connection *STARRED* “This book should be popular with fans of Sarah Dessen and would be a
worthy addition to most high school library collections.”—VOYA Jensen's spare free-verse poems and
accessible imagery realistically portray the fraught moments of adolescent identity formation with
great empathy. Compelling snapshots of contemporary family drama and the AIDS epidemic as
captured through a teen's eyes.—Kirkus Reviews Written in straightforward, accessible free verse
tinged with celestial metaphors, this story--set in a well-rendered 1993 NYC--is sincere, touching,
and heartwrenching. —Horn Book It left me speechless. Skyscraping is like a regular book with
wings.—Becky Albertalli, author of National Book Award finalist Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens
Agenda In gorgeous poetic verse, Jensen captures the raw emotions and hard truths of a family
dealing with forgiveness and love.... Your heart will soar and break and heal anew.—An Na, author of
Printz Award winner and National Book Award finalist A Step from Heaven Skyscraping is brilliant,
sharp and bright. A stellar story. Jensen has written a powerful tale about love and loss, a story that
will stick with readers long after they’ve reached the end. Her poetry is vivid, tangible, and visceral.
She’s a rising star with a breathtaking debut. This is a novel made of star stuff.—Skila Brown, author
of Caminar

high school secrets novel: The Agathas Kathleen Glasgow, Liz Lawson, 2022-05-03 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ Who killed Brooke Donovan? It’s the biggest mystery of the summer,
and everyone in Castle Cove thinks they know what happened. But they're wrong. Two unlikely
friends come together to solve the case in this fast-paced, fun, modern Agatha Christie inspired
thriller. Part Agatha Christie, part Veronica Mars, and completely entertaining. —Karen M.
McManus, #1 New York Times bestselling author of One Of Us Is Lying A PEOPLE MAGAZINE
BEST BOOK OF SUMMER Last summer, Alice Ogilvie’s basketball-star boyfriend Steve dumped her.
Then she disappeared for five days. She's not talking, so where she went and what happened to her
is the biggest mystery in Castle Cove. Or it was, at least. But now, another one of Steve’s girlfriends
has vanished: Brooke Donovan, Alice’s ex-best friend. And it doesn’t look like Brooke will be coming
back. . . Enter Iris Adams, Alice’s tutor. Iris has her own reasons for wanting to disappear, though
unlike Alice, she doesn’t have the money or the means. That could be changed by the hefty reward
Brooke’s grandmother is offering to anyone who can share information about her granddaughter’s
whereabouts. The police are convinced Steve is the culprit, but Alice isn’t so sure, and with Iris on
her side, she just might be able to prove her theory. In order to get the reward and prove Steve’s
innocence, they need to figure out who killed Brooke Donovan. And luckily Alice has exactly what
they need—the complete works of Agatha Christie. If there’s anyone that can teach the girls how to
solve a mystery it’s the master herself. But the town of Castle Cove holds many secrets, and Alice
and Iris have no idea how much danger they're about to walk into.

high school secrets novel: Sometimes It Happens Lauren Barnholdt, 2012-06-12 With help
from her best friend Ava and Ava's boyfriend Noah, Hannah is recovering from being dumped, but



on the first day of their senior year in high school, Ava learns that Hannah and Noah betrayed her
while she was away.

high school secrets novel: The Secret Year Jennifer Hubbard, 2025-01-07 For fans of Laura
Nowlin's If Only I Had Told Her, a deeply romantic novel that explores the raw emotions of love, pain
and grief. Colt and Julia were secretly together for a year . . . and nobody knew. Not that anyone
would suspect—Colt and Julia were from two different crowds: Julia in her country club world on
Black Mountain and Colt down in the flats. They’d meet in secret by the river—their chemistry
electric, exhilarating, intoxicating. Until everything came to a screaming halt. Julia is pronounced
dead from a car accident, and suddenly Colt’s memories come flooding back. One about the fight
they’d had on their last night together . . . When Julia’s diary falls into Colt’s hands, it gives him the
chance to learn all her hidden thoughts, private details she refused to share with him. It might even
answer his questions about what happened on the night she died. Julia’s words have the power to
mend Colt’s broken heart, or they can reveal a web of secrets that threaten to shatter his entire
world.

high school secrets novel: Select Marit Weisenberg, 2017-10-03 A modern-day young adult
retelling of Romeo and Juliet, with a supernatural twist that will appeal to fans of Ally Condie’s
Matched and Kiera Cass’ The Selection Julia Jaynes has the perfect life. The perfect family. The
perfect destiny. The daughter of a billionaire investor in Austin, Texas, it looks like Julia has it all.
But there's something rotten beneath the surface—dangerous secrets her father is keeping; abilities
she was never meant to have; and an elite society of highly evolved people who care nothing for the
rest of humanity. So when Julia accidentally jeopardizes the delicate anonymity of her people, she's
banished to the one place meant to make her feel inferior: public high school. Julia's goal is to lay
low and blend in. Then she meets him—John Ford. He’s popular, quiet, intense, and strangely
compelling. Then Julia discovers she can read his mind and her world expands. Their forbidden love
is powerful enough to break the conditioning that has kept Julia in the cold grip of her manipulative
father. For the first time, Julia develops a sense of self and questions her restrictive upbringing and
her family prejudices. She must decide how she will define herself—and whom she will betray.

high school secrets novel: Lessons in Power Jennifer Lynn Barnes, 2025-09-02 This mystery
thriller by the bestselling author of The Inheritance Games is a gripping story of high stakes,
betrayal, and unpredictable twists. Knowledge is power, but secrets can kill . . . For Tess Kendrick, a
student at the elite Hardwicke School, making problems disappear runs in the family. But Tess has
another legacy, too, one that involves power and the making of political dynasties. When Tess is
asked to run a classmate's campaign for student council, she agrees. But when the candidates are
the children of Washington D.C. elite, even a high school election can have life-shattering
consequences. What starts out as a friendly competition soon turns into a deadly struggle for
control. Tess knows better than most that power is currency, but she's about to discover firsthand
that power always comes with a price and no one can be trusted . . . Previously published as The
Long Game.

high school secrets novel: The Girl in the Picture Alexandra Monir, 2016-11-15 A dark and
addictive mystery that had me flying through the pages: best read late at night under the covers
with the doors locked!—Kara Thomas, author ofThe Darkest Corners One dead body, one
photograph, one comprimising secret. Everyone's a suspect in this classic whodunit murder mystery
from Timeless author, Alexandra Monir. Nicole Morgan has been labeled many things—the geeky
music girl, the shy sidekick of Miss Popularity, and the girl with the scar. Now only one name haunts
her through the halls of Oyster Bay Prep. The girl in the picture. After heartthrob Chace Porter is
found dead in the woods near the school, the police search for the girl snuggled up next to him in a
picture discovered among his personal effects. A girl no one knew was even close to him—and whose
best friend, Lana Rivera, was his girlfriend. Nicole is that girl, and now she’s the primary suspect in
his murder. What happened that night? Were Nicole and Chace dating behind Lana’s back? Were he
and Lana over? Could either of the girls have killed him? In alternating points of view—that of
suspect Nicole Morgan and that of Lana Rivera—and weaving between present-day, flashbacks, and



the characters' surreal subconscious, The Girl in the Picture is a unique tale of teen friendship,
romance, and deadly secrets. This is a murder mystery with tightly tucked-in clues. Perfect for
readers who enjoy fancy prep-school tales or mysteries.--Booklist Monir effectively keeps readers
guessing until nearly the end. VERDICT Teens will enjoy the cleverly crafted ride of this
whodunit.--SL] Mystery lovers will find Oyster Bay Prep just to their liking.--The Bulletin

high school secrets novel: Don't Ask Me Where I'm From Jennifer De Leon, 2021-07-27 Liliana
Cruz does what it takes to fit in at her new nearly all-white school, but when family secrets come out
and racism at school gets worse than ever, she must decide what she believes in and take a stand--

high school secrets novel: Stronghold R. T. Martin, 2018-01-01 On her sixteenth birthday,
Aisha suddenly can't touch anything without breaking it. With the help of a friend, she's able to get a
handle on her new super strength. But Aisha is determined to keep her super power a secret at all
cost. When an earthquake hits and starts destroying her school, will she be willing to reveal her
secret in order to save the day?

high school secrets novel: Crushed Laura McNeal, Tom McNeal, 2007-12-18 From National
Book Award-nominated authors Laura and Tom McNeal Audrey and her two best friends have just
transferred to Jemison High from their tiny private school. They're a nerdy little trio, so everyone is
shocked when the handsome new guy, Wickham Hill, asks Audrey out. Audrey is so smitten that she
doesn't pay much attention to The Yellow Paper, a vicious underground school newspaper...until it
threatens to tell a tale that could change everything.

high school secrets novel: Reading the World's Stories Annette Y. Goldsmith, Theo Heras,
Susan Corapi, 2016-08-11 Reading the World’s Stories is volume 5 in the Bridges to Understanding
series of annotated international youth literature bibliographies sponsored by the United States
Board on Books for Young People. USBBY is the United States chapter of the International Board on
Books for Young People (IBBY), a Switzerland-based nonprofit whose mission is bring books and
children together. The series promotes sharing international children’s books as a way to facilitate
intercultural understanding and meet new literary voices. This volume follows Children’s Books from
Other Countries (1998), The World though Children’s Books (2002), Crossing Boundaries with
Children’s Books (2006), and Bridges to Understanding: Envisioning the World through Children’s
Books (2011) and acts as a companion book to the earlier titles. Centered around the theme of the
importance of stories, the guide is a resource for discovering more recent global books that fit many
reading tastes and educational needs for readers aged 0-18 years. Essays by storyteller Anne
Pellowski, author Beverley Naidoo, and academic Marianne Martens offer a variety of perspectives
on international youth literature. This latest installment in the series covers books published from
2010-2014 and includes English-language imports as well as translations of children’s and young
adult literature first published outside of the United States. These books are supplemented by a
smaller number of culturally appropriate books from the US to help fill in gaps from
underrepresented countries. The organization of the guide is geographic by region and country. All
of the more than 800 entries are recommended, and many of the books have won awards or
achieved other recognition in their home countries. Forty children’s book experts wrote the
annotations. The entries are indexed by author, translator, illustrator, title, and subject. Back matter
also includes international book awards, important organizations and research collections, and a
selected directory of publishers known for publishing books from other countries.

high school secrets novel: Again Again E. Lockhart, 2020-06-02 This twisty novel from the
New York Times bestselling author of We Were Liars and Genuine Fraud asks: What if there were
infinite universes and infinite ways to fall in love? If you could live your life again, what would you do
differently? After a near-fatal family catastrophe and an unexpected romantic upheaval, Adelaide
Buchwald finds herself catapulted into a summer of wild possibility, during which she will fall in and
out of love a thousand times--while finally confronting the secrets she keeps, her ideas about love,
and the weird grandiosity of the human mind. A raw, funny story that will surprise you over and
over, Again Again gives us an indelible heroine grappling with the terrible and wonderful problem of
loving other people. Inventive, philosophical and romantic. --GAYLE FORMAN, #1 New York Times



bestselling author of If I Stay Don't miss, Family of Liars, the eagerly anticipated prequel to the New
York Times Bestselling phenomenon, We Were Liars. Available in May 2022!

high school secrets novel: The Art of Being Normal Lisa Williamson, 2016-05-31 An inspiring
and timely debut novel from Lisa Williamson, The Art of Being Normal is about two transgender
friends who figure out how to navigate teen life with help from each other. David Piper has always
been an outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best
friends know the real truth: David wants to be a girl. On the first day at his new school Leo Denton
has one goal: to be invisible. Attracting the attention of the most beautiful girl in his class is
definitely not part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms.
But things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit of not
staying secret for long , and soon everyone knows that Leo used to be a girl. As David prepares to
come out to his family and transition into life as a girl and Leo wrestles with figuring out how to deal
with people who try to define him through his history, they find in each other the friendship and
support they need to navigate life as transgender teens as well as the courage to decide for
themselves what normal really means.

high school secrets novel: The Betrayal of Natalie Hargrove Lauren Kate, 2011-06-14
Charleston beauty Natalie Hargrove has been dreaming for years of being crowned senior class
prom queen. When her ex threatens to ruin her flawless plan, Natalie sets into motion a chain of
events meant to regain control. But she's made one fatal mistake . . . Published shortly before
Lauren Kate's international bestseller Fallen, The Betrayal of Natalie Hargrove is her memorable
debut - reissued now for the first time with a dazzling new cover look! A contemporary story based
on the enduring classic Macbeth, this grounded, realistic novel has what it takes to backlist forever.

high school secrets novel: What We Hide Marthe Jocelyn, 2014-04-08 An engrossing
novel-in-stories that paints a tapestry of secrets and lies: why we keep them, why we tell them, and
what happens next. Americans Jenny and her brother, Tom, are off to England: Tom to university, to
dodge the Vietnam draft, Jenny to be the new girl at a boarding school, Illington Hall. This is Jenny's
chance to finally stand out, so accidentally, on purpose, she tells a lie. In the small world of 11l Hall,
everyone has something to hide. Jenny pretends she has a boyfriend. Robbie and Luke both pretend
they don't. Brenda won't tell what happened with the school doctor. Nico wants to keep his mother's
memoir a secret. Percy is hush-hush about his famous dad. Oona lies to everyone. Penelope lies only
to herself. Deftly told from multiple points of view in various narrative styles, including letters and
movie screenplays, What We Hide is provocative, honest, often funny, and always intriguing.
“Poignant and often witty.” —Kirkus Reviews “An evocative representation of the tumultuous '60s.”
—Publishers Weekly “Juicy, fast-paced.” —SL]J

high school secrets novel: This Is Not the Jess Show Anna Carey, 2021-02-02 When strange
things start happening in Jess Flynn's hometown of Swickley, the high-school junior suspects reality
isn't as it seems and seeks to uncover the truth about her family, her friends, and her town--

high school secrets novel: Dark Angel David Klass, 2005-10-11 A taut psychological thriller
for teens Seventeen-year-old Jeff thought he would never again have to deal with his older brother, a
convicted murderer serving a life sentence. But after six years, Troy's sentence has been overturned
on a technicality and he is released from prison. He returns to a family deeply divided about having
him back home. Jeff can't forget how his life was disrupted by his brother, how his family had to
move to another state and start over. Still, his parents believe things will be different now. But
Troy's return makes a mess of Jeff 's life - at home, at school, and with his girlfriend. When Jeff 's
rival on the soccer field turns up missing, Jeff suspects Troy is involved, and he sets out to prove it.
But nothing could prepare Jeff for what happens as he gets closer to the truth. With unexpected
flashes of humor, David Klass once again gives readers a gripping, multilayered novel about good
and evil and the powerful bonds of family. Dark Angel is a 2006 Bank Street - Best Children's Book
of the Year.

high school secrets novel: The American Popular Novel After World War II David
Willbern, 2013-03-29 Through the perspectives of selected best-selling novels from the end of World



War II to the end of the 20th century--including The Catcher in the Rye, To Kill a Mockingbird, The
Godfather, Jaws, Beloved, The Silence of the Lambs, and Jurassic Park--this book examines the
crucial issues the U.S. was experiencing during those decades. These novels represent the voices of
popular conversations, as Americans considered issues of family, class, racism and sexism, feminism,
economic ambition, sexual violence, war, law, religion and science. Through the windows of fiction,
the book surveys the Cold War and anti-communism, the prefeminist era of the 1950s and the sexual
revolution of the 1970s, forms of corporate power in the 1960s and 1980s, the traumatic legacies of
slavery and Vietnam, the American fascination with lawyers, cops and criminals, alternate styles of
romance in the era of late capitalism, our abiding distrust of science, and our steadfast wonder
about the Great Mysteries.

high school secrets novel: Bring on the Books for Everybody Jim Collins, 2010-06-30 A look
at how technology and literary, visual, and consumer cultures have combined over the past two
decades to transform a once solitary, print-based experience into an exuberantly social activity.

high school secrets novel: Women's Fiction Deborah Philips, 2014-06-19 Now in its second
edition and with new chapters covering such texts as Elizabeth Gilbert's Eat, Pray, Love and 'yummy
mummy' novels such as Allison Pearson's I Don't Know How She Does It, this is a wide-ranging
survey of popular women's fiction from 1945 to the present. Examining key trends in popular writing
for women in each decade, Women's Fiction offers case study readings of major British and
American writers. Through these readings, the book explores how popular texts often neglected by
feminist literary criticism have charted the shifting demands, aspirations and expectations of women
in the 20th and 21st centuries.
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