
harlem renaissance archive

harlem renaissance archive is a gateway to one of the most influential periods in American cultural history.
This article explores the significance of Harlem Renaissance archives, detailing what they contain, how they
preserve African American art and literature, and why researchers, educators, and enthusiasts are drawn to
these collections. Readers will gain insights into the types of materials housed within these archives, learn
about major repositories and digital initiatives, and discover how these resources continue to shape our
understanding of Black heritage. Keywords such as Harlem Renaissance, archives, African American history, and
primary sources are naturally woven throughout the discussion. Whether you are a student, historian, or
simply curious about the Harlem Renaissance, this comprehensive guide will illuminate the enduring impact of
these invaluable archives.
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Understanding the Harlem Renaissance Archive

The Harlem Renaissance archive refers to curated collections of documents, artworks, photographs, and other
materials from the Harlem Renaissance, a pivotal cultural movement spanning the 1920s and 1930s. These
archives are essential for preserving the legacy of African American writers, artists, musicians, and
intellectuals who transformed Harlem into an epicenter of creative expression. By studying these archives,
researchers can trace the evolution of Black identity, artistic innovation, and social thought during this
transformative era.

Harlem Renaissance archives serve as invaluable resources for understanding the complexities of American
history and the significant contributions of African American communities. They provide context for the
broader social and political currents of the early twentieth century and help scholars, students, and the
public appreciate the enduring influence of Harlem’s cultural explosion.

Key Components of Harlem Renaissance Archives

Manuscripts and Personal Papers

One of the core features of a Harlem Renaissance archive is its extensive collection of manuscripts and
personal papers. These documents include handwritten drafts, correspondence, diaries, and unpublished works
from prominent figures such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, and Countee Cullen. Such
materials offer intimate insights into the creative processes and personal lives of these influential individuals.



Photographs and Visual Art

Photographs and visual art are vital elements within Harlem Renaissance archives. They capture the vibrancy
of Harlem’s streets, social gatherings, and studio scenes, providing a visual narrative of the period. Artworks
by Aaron Douglas, Archibald Motley, and Augusta Savage, among others, reflect the themes of African
heritage, urban life, and racial pride that characterized the movement.

Published Works and Literary Magazines

A Harlem Renaissance archive often houses first editions, rare books, and periodicals that circulated during the
era. Literary magazines such as The Crisis, Opportunity, and Fire!! provided platforms for new voices and ideas.
These publications document the evolving discourse on race, art, and politics within the African American
community and beyond.

Music and Performance Materials

Music was at the heart of the Harlem Renaissance, and archives preserve sheet music, concert programs, and
recordings from jazz, blues, and gospel artists. Items related to figures like Duke Ellington, Bessie Smith, and
Eubie Blake highlight the era’s musical innovation and its impact on American popular culture.

Ephemera and Community Records

Ephemera such as posters, invitations, and event programs provide a glimpse into the daily life and social
dynamics of Harlem. Community records, including organizational documents and church bulletins, reveal the
networks that supported Black artistic and political activity.

Manuscripts and letters

Photographs and art prints

Magazines and newspapers

Sheet music and audio recordings

Event posters and programs

Organizational archives

Major Harlem Renaissance Archive Collections

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture

The Schomburg Center, located in Harlem, New York, is one of the world’s leading repositories of Harlem
Renaissance archival materials. Its collections feature rare manuscripts, photographs, and personal papers
from luminaries of the era. The center is a vital resource for researchers exploring African American cultural
history.



Library of Congress and National Archives

National institutions like the Library of Congress and the National Archives house significant Harlem
Renaissance artifacts. These collections include digitized newspapers, government records, and literary
manuscripts, providing a comprehensive overview of the period.

University Special Collections

Many universities maintain archives dedicated to the Harlem Renaissance. Institutions such as Howard
University, Yale, and Emory offer access to unique documents, oral histories, and collections donated by
writers, activists, and their families.

Digital Harlem Renaissance Archives and Initiatives

Digitization and Online Access

In recent years, there has been a concerted effort to digitize Harlem Renaissance archives, making them more
widely accessible. Digital archives allow students, scholars, and the general public to explore primary
sources online, breaking down barriers of location and preservation.

Key Digital Archive Projects

Several major digital initiatives focus on Harlem Renaissance materials. These projects curate virtual exhibits,
searchable databases, and interactive timelines that showcase literature, music, and art from the era. Digitized
collections ensure that the legacy of the Harlem Renaissance remains vibrant and accessible for future
generations.

How to Access and Use Harlem Renaissance Archives

Research Strategies

To effectively use a Harlem Renaissance archive, researchers should begin by identifying specific topics or
individuals of interest. Many archives provide finding aids and catalogues to help users locate relevant
materials. It is important to review access policies, as some items may require appointments or special
permission.

Using Primary Sources

Primary sources such as letters, photographs, and original publications provide firsthand perspectives on the
Harlem Renaissance. These materials are invaluable for academic research, teaching, and creative projects.
Utilizing primary sources helps ensure authenticity and depth in any study of the era.



Engaging with Community Programs

Many Harlem Renaissance archives offer public programs, exhibitions, and lectures. These events foster
community engagement, encourage new scholarship, and keep the spirit of the Renaissance alive in contemporary
culture.

The Importance of Harlem Renaissance Archives for Research and
Culture

Harlem Renaissance archives are crucial for preserving the cultural heritage of African Americans and for
understanding a transformative period in American history. They safeguard the voices and visions of artists,
writers, and activists who challenged stereotypes, redefined Black identity, and influenced generations.

By maintaining and expanding these archives, institutions ensure that future researchers can continue to
explore the complexities and achievements of the Harlem Renaissance. These collections support educational
initiatives, inspire contemporary artists, and promote a more inclusive narrative of American culture.

Preserve African American heritage

Support scholarly research and education

Highlight social and artistic innovation

Foster community engagement

Inspire future generations

Q: What is a Harlem Renaissance archive?
A: A Harlem Renaissance archive is a curated collection of historical documents, artworks, photographs,
manuscripts, and other materials related to the Harlem Renaissance, an influential African American cultural
movement of the 1920s and 1930s.

Q: What types of materials are found in Harlem Renaissance archives?
A: These archives include manuscripts, personal letters, photographs, rare books, literary magazines, sheet
music, event programs, posters, and organizational records.

Q: Why are Harlem Renaissance archives important?
A: Harlem Renaissance archives are vital for preserving Black cultural heritage, supporting scholarly
research, and providing insight into the social, artistic, and political innovations of the era.

Q: Where can I find major Harlem Renaissance archive collections?
A: Major collections are held at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Library of Congress,
National Archives, and various university special collections.



Q: Are there digital Harlem Renaissance archives available?
A: Yes, many institutions have digitized their Harlem Renaissance collections, allowing online access to
manuscripts, photographs, and other primary sources.

Q: How can students and researchers use Harlem Renaissance archives?
A: Students and researchers can explore these archives for academic research, creative projects, and
educational purposes by utilizing finding aids, catalogues, and attending public programs.

Q: What are some notable figures represented in Harlem Renaissance
archives?
A: Archives often feature materials related to Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, Aaron
Douglas, and other influential artists, writers, and musicians from the era.

Q: What challenges do Harlem Renaissance archives face?
A: Challenges include preservation of delicate materials, ensuring accessibility, and ongoing digitization to
reach wider audiences.

Q: How do Harlem Renaissance archives inspire contemporary culture?
A: These archives serve as a foundation for new artistic and scholarly work, influencing literature, music, and
visual arts today and promoting a deeper understanding of African American history.

Q: Can the public visit Harlem Renaissance archives?
A: Many Harlem Renaissance archives are open to the public, offering exhibitions, lectures, and access to select
materials, often by appointment or during special events.
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  harlem renaissance archive: The Harlem Renaissance and Transatlantic Modernism Denise
Murrell, 2024-02-25 Beginning in the 1920s, Upper Manhattan became the center of an explosion of
art, writing, and ideas that has since become legendary. But what we now know as the Harlem
Renaissance, the first movement of international modern art led by African Americans, extended far
beyond New York City. This volume reexamines the Harlem Renaissance as part of a global
flowering of Black creativity, with roots in the New Negro theories and aesthetics of Alain Locke, its
founding philosopher, as well as the writings of W. E. B. Du Bois, Langston Hughes, and Zora Neale
Hurston. Featuring artists such as Aaron Douglas, Charles Henry Alston, Augusta Savage, and
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William H. Johnson, who synthesized the expressive figuration of the European avant-garde with the
aesthetics of African sculpture and folk art to render all aspects of African American city life, this
publication also includes works by lesser known contributors, including Laura Wheeler Waring and
Samuel Joseph Brown, Jr., who took a more classical approach to depicting Black subjects with
dignity, interiority, and gravitas. The works of New Negro artists active abroad are also examined in
juxtaposition with those of their European and international African diasporan peers, from Germaine
Casse and Ronald Moody to Henri Matisse, Edvard Munch, and Pablo Picasso. This reframing of a
celebrated cultural phenomenon shows how the flow of ideas through Black artistic communities on
both sides of the Atlantic contributed to international conversations around art, race, and identity
while helping to define our notion of modernism.
  harlem renaissance archive: Archives of the Black Atlantic Wendy W. Walters, 2013-09-02
Many African diasporic novelists and poets allude to or cite archival documents in their writings,
foregrounding the elements of archival research and data in their literary texts, and revising the
material remnants of the archive. This book reads black historical novels and poetry in an
interdisciplinary context, to examine the multiple archives that have produced our historical
consciousness. In the history of African diaspora literature, black writers and intellectuals have led
the way for an analysis of the archive, querying dominant archives and revising the ways black
people have been represented in the legal and hegemonic discourses of the west. Their work in
genres as diverse as autobiography, essay, bibliography, poetry, and the novel attests to the
centrality of this critique in black intellectual culture. Through literary engagement with the
archives of the slave trader, colonizer, and courtroom, creative writers teach us to read the archives
of history anew, probing between the documents for stories left untold, questions left unanswered,
and freedoms enacted against all odds. Opening new perspectives on Atlantic history and culture,
Walters generates a dialogue between what was and what might have been. Ultimately, Walters
argues that references to archival documents in black historical literature introduce a new
methodology for studying both the archive and literature itself, engaging in a transnational and
interdisciplinary reading that exposes the instability of the archive's truth claim and highlights
rebellious possibility.
  harlem renaissance archive: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Modernist Archives Jamie Callison,
Matthew Feldman, Anna Svendsen, Erik Tonning, 2024-06-13 Providing a broad, definitive account
of how the 'archival turn' in humanities scholarship has shaped modernist studies, this book also
functions as an ongoing 'practitioner's toolkit' (including useful bibliographical resources) and a
guide to avenues for future work. Archival work in modernist studies has revolutionised the
discipline in the past two decades, fuelled by innovative and ambitious scholarly editing projects and
a growing interest in fresh types of archival sources and evidence that can re-contextualise
modernist writing. Several theoretical trends have prompted this development, including the focus
on compositional process within genetic manuscript studies, the emphasis on book history, little
magazines, and wider publishing contexts, and the emphasis on new material evidence and global
and 'non-canonical' authors and networks within the 'New Modernist Studies'. This book provides a
guide to the variety of new archival research that will point to fresh avenues and connect the
methodologies and resources being developed across modernist studies. Offering a variety of
single-author case studies on recent archival developments and editing projects, including Samuel
Beckett, Hart Crane, H.D., James Joyce, Dorothy Richardson, May Sinclair and Virginia Woolf, it also
offers a range of thematic essays that examine an array of underused sources as well as the
challenges facing archival researchers of modernism
  harlem renaissance archive: Beyond the Archives Gesa E Kirsch, Liz Rohan, 2008-04-03
Beyond the Archives: Research as a Lived Process presents highly readable narratives that demystify
and illuminate the research process by showing how personal experiences, family history, and
scholarly research intersect. Editors Gesa E. Kirsch and Liz Rohan emphasize how important it is for
researchers to tap into their passions, pursuing research subjects that attract their attention with
creativity and intuition without limiting themselves to traditional archival sources and research



methods.Eighteen contributors from a number of disciplines detail inspiring research opportunities
that led to recently published works, while offering insights on such topics as starting and finishing
research projects, using a wide range of types of sources and methods, and taking advantage of
unexpected leads, chance encounters, and simple clues. In addition, the narratives trace the
importance of place in archival research, the parallels between the lives of research subjects and
researchers, and explore archives as sites that resurrect personal, cultural, and historical memory.
  harlem renaissance archive: Shadow Archives Jean-Christophe Cloutier, 2019-09-03 Recasting
the history of African American literature, Shadow Archives brings to life a slew of newly discovered
texts—including Claude McKay’s Amiable with Big Teeth—to tell the stories of black special
collections and their struggle for institutional recognition. Jean-Christophe Cloutier offers revelatory
readings of major African American writers, including McKay, Richard Wright, Ann Petry, and Ralph
Ellison, and provides a nuanced view of how archival methodology, access, and the power dynamics
of acquisitions shape literary history. Shadow Archives argues that the notion of the archive is
crucial to our understanding of postwar African American literary history. Cloutier combines his own
experiences as a researcher and archivist with a theoretically rich account of the archive to offer a
pioneering study of the importance of African American authors’ archival practices and how these
shaped their writing. Given the lack of institutions dedicated to the black experience, the novel
became an alternative site of historical preservation, a means to ensure both individual legacy and
group survival. Such archivism manifests in the work of these authors through evolving lifecycles
where documents undergo repurposing, revision, insertion, falsification, transformation, and
fictionalization, sometimes across decades. An innovative interdisciplinary consideration of literary
papers, Shadow Archives proposes new ways for literary scholars to engage with the archive.
  harlem renaissance archive: Creole in the Archive Roshini Kempadoo, 2016-10-24 The image
of the Caribbean figure has been reconfigured by photography from the mid-19th century onwards.
Initial images associated with the slave and indentured worker from the locations and legacies
associated with plantation economies have been usurped by visual representations emerging from
struggles for social, political and cultural autonomy. Contemporary visual artists engaging with the
Caribbean as a 21st century globalised space have focused on visually re-imagining historical
material and events as memories, histories and dreamscapes. Creole in the Archive uses
photographic analysis to explore portraits, postcards and social documentation of the colonial
worker between 1850 and 1960 and contemporary, often digital, visual art by post-independent,
postcolonial Caribbean artists. Drawing on Derridean ideas of the archive, the book reconceptualises
the Caribbean visual archive as contiguous and relational. It argues that using a creolising archive
practice, the conjuncture of contemporary artworks, historical imagery and associated locations can
develop insightful new multimodal representations of Caribbean subjectivities.
  harlem renaissance archive: Unsung Voices of Black History (From the Archives)
KaaVonia Hinton, 2025-09-02 A perfect book for young readers to discover lesser-known people who
have shaped Black history in the United States. The organizer behind the 1963 March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom. The first Black American head coach in the National Football
League. The first Black female state senator from New York. Throughout history, Black people have
broken barriers and protested to fight for equality. Celebrate little-known people like these and
learn about the social impact of their work on American history in Unsung Voices of Black History.
ABOUT THIS SERIES: This brand-new series is rooted in a profound commitment to shedding light
on some of the important -- and often lesser-known -- aspects of Black history. From the Archives
features landmarks, events, people, and artistic endeavors that have played a significant role in the
Black experience in America and offers a chance to celebrate them. Written in a vivid, engaging
style and featuring a colorful combination of photos and illustrations, each title serves as a powerful
vehicle for education, inspiration, and empowerment for young readers.
  harlem renaissance archive: Transforming the Authority of the Archive Andi Gustavson,
Charlotte Nunes, 2023-08-22 Featuring a wide array of perspectives, Transforming the Authority of
the Archive details new roles for archives in undergraduate pedagogy and new roles for



undergraduates in archives. While there has long been a place for archival exploration in
undergraduate education (especially primary source analysis of items curated by archivists and
educators), the models offered here engage students not only in analyzing collections, but also in the
manifold challenges of building, stewarding, and communicating about collections. In transforming
what archives are to undergraduate education, the projects detailed in this book transform the
authority of the archive, as students and community partners claim powers to curate and create
history. Contributions to this volume represent a range of institutions including small liberal arts
colleges, HBCUs, Ivy Leagues, large research institutions, and community-based collections. The
assignments, projects, and initiatives described across this volume are fundamentally concerned
with the challenge to model digital archival collections so as to center individual and community
voices that are historically under-engaged in the archives. To address this challenge, contributors
describe various approaches to substantively, often radically, redistribute archival resources and
authority. The chapters within Transforming the Authority of the Archive offer thoughtful and
creative pedagogical approaches to counter the presumed neutrality of the archive and advocate a
shared understanding of the contingency of archival collections. This book is a must-read for liberal
arts faculty, graduate students, archivists (both community- and institutionally-affiliated),
information-studies professionals, librarians, and other professionals working and teaching in
archives, museums, libraries, and other cultural heritage institutions.
  harlem renaissance archive: Archives of Flesh Robert F. Reid-Pharr, 2016-12-13 Enlists the
principles of post-humanist critique in order to investigate decades of intimate dialogues between
African American and Spanish intellectuals In Archives of Flesh, Robert Reid-Pharr reveals the deep
history of intellectual engagement between African America and Spain. Opening a fascinating
window onto black and anti-Fascist intellectual life from 1898 through the mid-1950s, Reid-Pharr
argues that key institutions of Western Humanism, including American colleges and universities,
developed in intimate relation to slavery, colonization, and white supremacy. This retreat to rigidly
established philosophical and critical traditions can never fully address—or even fully recognize—the
deep-seated hostility to black subjectivity underlying the humanist ideal of a transcendent Manhood.
Calling for a specifically anti-white supremacist reexamination of the archives of black subjectivity
and resistance, Reid-Pharr enlists the principles of post-humanist critique in order to investigate
decades of intimate dialogues between African American and Spanish intellectuals, including Salaria
Kea, Federico Garcia Lorca, Nella Larsen, Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, Chester Himes, Lynn
Nottage, and Pablo Picasso. In the process Reid-Pharr takes up the “African American Spanish
Archive” in order to resist the anti-corporeal, anti-black, anti-human biases that stand at the heart of
Western Humanism.
  harlem renaissance archive: Strangers in the Archive Heidi Kaufman, 2022-09-07 Winner of
the 2023 Jordan Schnitzer Book Award for best book in the category of Jewish literature and
linguistics Traditionally the scene of some of London’s poorest, most crime-ridden neighborhoods,
the East End of London has long been misunderstood as abject and deviant. As a landing place for
migrants and newcomers, however, it has also been memorably and colorfully represented in the
literature of Victorian authors such as Charles Dickens and Oscar Wilde. In Strangers in the Archive,
Heidi Kaufman applies the resources of archives both material and digital to move beyond icon and
stereotype to reveal a deeper understanding of East End literature and culture in the Victorian age.
Kaufman uncovers this engaging new perspective on the East End through Maria Polack’s Fiction
without Romance (1830), the first novel to be published by an English Jew, and through records of
Polack’s vibrant community. Although scholars of nineteenth-century London and readers of East
End fictions persist in privileging sensational narratives of Jack the Ripper and the infamous Fagin
the Jew as signs of universal depravity among East End minority ethnic and racial groups, Strangers
in the Archive considers how archival materials are uniquely capable of redressing cultural silences
and marginalized perspectives as well as reshaping conceptions of the global significance of literary
and print culture in nineteenth-century London. Many of this book’s subjects—including digital
editions of rare books and manuscript diaries, multimedia maps, and other related East End print



records—can be viewed online at the Lyon Archive and the Polack Archive.
  harlem renaissance archive: Drawing from the Archives Benoît Crucifix, 2023-07-20 This
book proposes a new history of the graphic novel by examining how it recirculates older comics in
the present.
  harlem renaissance archive: The Suicide Archive Doyle D. Calhoun, 2024-09-13 Throughout
the French empire, from the Atlantic and the Caribbean to West and North Africa, men, women, and
children responded to enslavement, colonization, and oppression through acts of suicide. In The
Suicide Archive, Doyle D. Calhoun charts a long history of suicidal resistance to French colonialism
and neocolonialism, from the time of slavery to the Algerian War for Independence to the “Arab
Spring.” Noting that suicide was either obscured in or occluded from French colonial archives,
Calhoun turns to literature and film to show how aesthetic forms and narrative accounts can keep
alive the silenced histories of suicide as a political language. Drawing on scientific texts, police files,
and legal proceedings alongside contemporary African and Afro-Caribbean novels, film, and
Senegalese oral history, Calhoun outlines how such aesthetic works rewrite histories of resistance
and loss. Consequently, Calhoun offers a new way of writing about suicide, slavery, and coloniality in
relation to literary history.
  harlem renaissance archive: Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives of the United
States: Index United States. National Archives and Records Administration, 1995
  harlem renaissance archive: South End Shout Roger House, 2023-06-13 South End Shout:
Boston’s Forgotten Music Scene in the Jazz Age details the power of music in the city’s African
American community, spotlighting the era of ragtime culture in the early 1900s to the rise of big
band orchestras in the 1930s. This story is deeply embedded in the larger social condition of Black
Bostonians and the account is brought to life by the addition of 20 illustrations of musicians,
theaters, dance halls, phonographs, and radios used to enjoy the music. South End Shout is part of
an emerging field of studies that examines jazz culture outside of the major centers of music
production. In extensive detail, author Roger R. House covers the activities of jazz musicians, jazz
bands, the places they played, the relationships between Black and white musicians, the segregated
local branches of the American Federation of Musicians (AFL-CIO), and the economics of Boston’s
music industry. Readers will be captivated by the inclusion of vintage local newspaper reports,
classified advertisements, and details of hard-to-access oral history accounts by musicians and
residents. These precious documentary materials help to understand how jazz culture evolved as a
Boston art form and contributed to the national art form between the world wars. With this book,
House makes an important contribution to American studies and jazz history. Scholars and general
readers alike who are interested in jazz and jazz culture, the history of Boston and its Black culture,
and 20th century American and urban studies will be enlightened and delighted by this book.
  harlem renaissance archive: Teaching through the Archives Tarez Samra Graban, Wendy
Hayden, 2022-06-09 Disruptive pedagogies for archival research In a cultural moment when
institutional repositories carry valuable secrets to the present and past, this collection argues for the
critical, intellectual, and social value of archival instruction. Graban and Hayden and 37 other
contributors examine how undergraduate and graduate courses in rhetoric, history, community
literacy, and professional writing can successfully engage students in archival research in its many
forms, and successfully model mutually beneficial relationships between archivists, instructors, and
community organizations. Combining new and established voices from related fields, each of the
book’s three sections includes a range of form-disrupting pedagogies. Section I focuses on how
approaching the archive primarily as text fosters habits of mind essential for creating and using
archives, for critiquing or inventing knowledge-making practices, and for being good stewards of
private and public collections. Section II argues for conducting archival projects as collaboration
through experiential learning and for developing a preservationist consciousness through disciplined
research. Section III details praxis for revealing, critiquing, and intervening in historic racial
omissions and gaps in the archives in which we all work. Ultimately, contributors explore archives as
sites of activism while also raising important questions that persist in rhetoric and composition



scholarship, such as how to decolonize research methodologies, how to conduct teaching and
research that promote social justice, and how to shift archival consciousness toward more engaged
notions of democracy. This collection highlights innovative classroom and curricular course models
for teaching with and through the archives in rhetoric and composition and beyond.
  harlem renaissance archive: The Hirschfeld Archives Heike Bauer, 2017-05-15 This work
examines how death, suicide and violence shaped modern queer culture, arguing that negative
experiences, as much as affirmative subculture formation, influenced the emergence of a collective
sense of same-sex identity. Bauer looks for this history of violence in the work and reception of the
influential sexologist Magnus Hirschfeld (1868-1935), and through Hirschfeld's work examines the
form and collective impact of anti-queer violence in the first half of the twentieth century.
Hirschfeld's archive (his library at the Institute for Sexual Sciences in Berlin) was destroyed by the
Nazis in 1933, so the archive of Bauer's title is one that she's built from over a hundred published
and unpublished books, articles, films and photographs.
  harlem renaissance archive: Enslaved Archives Maria R. Montalvo, 2024-07-16 Explores the
relationship between the production of enslaved property and the production of the past in the
antebellum United States. It is extraordinarily difficult for historians to reconstruct the lives of
individual enslaved people. Records—where they exist—are often fragmentary, biased, or untrue. In
Enslaved Archives, Maria R. Montalvo investigates the legal records, including contracts and court
records, that American antebellum enslavers produced and preserved to illuminate enslavers'
capitalistic motivations for shaping the histories of enslaved people. The documentary archive was
not simply a by-product of the business of slavery, but also a necessary tool that enslavers used to
exploit the people they enslaved. Building on Montalvo's analysis of more than 18,000 sets of court
records, Enslaved Archives is a close study of what we can and cannot learn about enslaved
individuals from the written record. By examining five lawsuits in Louisiana, Montalvo deconstructs
enslavers' cases—the legal arguments and rhetorical strategies they used to produce information
and shape perceptions of enslaved people. Commodifying enslaved people was not simply a matter of
effectively exploiting their labor. Enslavers also needed to control information about those people.
Enslavers' narratives—carefully manipulated, prone to omissions, and sometimes false—often
survive as the only account of an enslaved individual's life. In working to historicize the people at the
center of enslavers' manipulations, Montalvo outlines the possibilities and limits of the archive,
providing a glimpse of the historical and contemporary consequences of commodification. Enslaved
Archives makes a significant intervention in the history of enslaved people, legal history, and the
history of slavery and capitalism by adding a qualitative dimension to the analysis of how enslavers
created and maintained power.
  harlem renaissance archive: The Teaching Archive Rachel Sagner Buurma, Laura Heffernan,
2020-12-04 The Teaching Archive shows us a series of major literary thinkers in a place we seldom
remember them inhabiting: the classroom. Rachel Sagner Buurma and Laura Heffernan open up
“the teaching archive”—the syllabuses, course descriptions, lecture notes, and class assignments—of
critics and scholars including T. S. Eliot, Caroline Spurgeon, I. A. Richards, Edith Rickert, J.
Saunders Redding, Edmund Wilson, Cleanth Brooks, Josephine Miles, and Simon J. Ortiz. This new
history of English rewrites what we know about the discipline by showing how students helped write
foundational works of literary criticism and how English classes at community colleges and HBCUs
pioneered the reading methods and expanded canons that came only belatedly to the Ivy League. It
reminds us that research and teaching, which institutions often imagine as separate, have always
been intertwined in practice. In a contemporary moment of humanities defunding, the casualization
of teaching, and the privatization of pedagogy, The Teaching Archive offers a more accurate view of
the work we have done in the past and must continue to do in the future.
  harlem renaissance archive: Marianne Moore and the Archives Jeff Westover, 2024-05-09
Marianne Moore and the Archives features new archival research to explore the work of a major
American modernist poet, providing innovative approaches to Moore’s career as it is documented in
her archives in Philadelphia. This volume is also the first that draws upon the Marianne Moore



Digital Archive (MMDA).
  harlem renaissance archive: Cultural Heritage and the Literary Archive Tim Sommer,
2024-09-30 Modern literary archives play a key role in how authors’ lives and works get canonized
and consecrated as cultural heritage. This interdisciplinary volume combines literary studies, book
history, textual criticism, heritage studies, archival theory, and the digital humanities to examine the
past, present, and future of literary archiving. Featuring contributions from leading international
scholars and archive professionals, the book explores the objects, practices, and institutions that
have been at the heart of the modern archival landscape since its emergence in the nineteenth
century. Covering a wide range of questions, the volume reconstructs how literary manuscripts
turned into secular relics and analyzes the impact that the rise of the archive has had on the
scholarly study and public perception of literature as cultural heritage. Individual chapters range
from historical accounts of the Romantic origins of manuscript worship to critical discussions of the
archiving of contemporary writers’ born-digital material.
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