Imagery in romantic poems

imagery in romantic poems plays a crucial role in evoking emotions, creating vivid pictures, and
conveying the deep feelings associated with love and passion. Romantic poetry, characterized by its
emphasis on emotion, nature, and individual experience, relies heavily on sensory language to
immerse readers in the poet’s world. Through the use of visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory, and
gustatory images, poets craft rich, multi-dimensional experiences that resonate with readers on a
personal level. This article explores the significance of imagery in romantic poems, the types of
imagery most commonly used, and how these images enhance the themes and emotional impact of
the poetry. Additionally, it examines notable examples from classic and contemporary romantic poets
to illustrate the diverse applications of imagery. Understanding these elements provides insight into
the artistry behind romantic poetry and its enduring appeal.
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The Role of Imagery in Romantic Poetry

Imagery serves as a foundational element in romantic poetry, enabling poets to express complex
emotions and abstract ideas through concrete, sensory details. It bridges the gap between the poet’s
internal experience and the reader’s perception, making intangible feelings like love, longing, and
beauty more accessible. Romantic poets often use imagery to highlight the beauty of nature, the
intensity of human emotion, and the spiritual connection between the individual and the natural
world. This vivid descriptive language not only enhances the aesthetic quality of the poems but also
deepens the emotional resonance, allowing readers to engage with the text on a sensory and
emotional level.

Enhancing Emotional Depth

Imagery in romantic poems amplifies emotional depth by appealing directly to the senses. By
invoking images related to sight, sound, touch, smell, and taste, poets create immersive experiences
that evoke empathy and emotional response. This sensory engagement helps to convey the intensity
of romantic feelings, from tender affection to passionate desire.

Creating Visual and Symbolic Layers

Beyond sensory appeal, imagery often carries symbolic meaning that enriches the poem’s themes.
For example, natural elements like flowers, seasons, and celestial bodies frequently symbolize love’s



various stages or qualities. These layered images invite readers to interpret the poems on multiple
levels, making the work more profound and memorable.

Types of Imagery in Romantic Poems

Romantic poetry utilizes a variety of imagery types to create a vivid and emotionally charged
atmosphere. Each type serves a distinct purpose in conveying mood, setting, and theme.

Visual Imagery

Visual imagery is perhaps the most prevalent in romantic poems, painting pictures of natural
landscapes, human expressions, and symbolic objects. Descriptions of sunsets, blooming flowers, and
starry skies help to set the tone and evoke feelings of serenity, passion, or melancholy.

Auditory Imagery

Sound-based imagery enhances the sensory experience by incorporating elements such as the
whisper of the wind, the song of birds, or the murmur of a stream. These sounds often reflect the
emotional undercurrents of the poem, such as the quiet intimacy between lovers or the restless
yearning of separation.

Tactile Imagery

Tactile imagery appeals to the sense of touch, describing sensations like the warmth of a lover’s
hand, the softness of petals, or the chill of a night breeze. This type of imagery intensifies the physical
and emotional connection portrayed in the poem.

Olfactory and Gustatory Imagery

Imagery related to smell and taste, although less common, adds unique layers of sensuality and
memory. The scent of jasmine or the taste of sweet wine might symbolize desire, nostalgia, or the
intoxicating nature of love.

Summary of Imagery Types

e Visual: Colors, shapes, light, and scenery
¢ Auditory: Sounds, music, silence
e Tactile: Texture, temperature, physical sensations

¢ Olfactory: Scents and aromas



e Gustatory: Flavors and tastes

Imagery and Themes in Romantic Poetry

The use of imagery in romantic poems is closely tied to the exploration of central themes such as
love, nature, beauty, and the sublime. Imagery not only illustrates these themes but also reinforces
their emotional and philosophical significance.

Love and Passion

Imagery in romantic poems vividly captures the many facets of love, from blissful union to heart-
wrenching separation. Poets use sensory details to depict physical attraction, emotional intimacy, and
the transformative power of love, often employing natural imagery to symbolize purity and growth.

Nature as a Reflection of Emotion

Nature imagery is a hallmark of romantic poetry, serving as a mirror to human feelings. Seasonal
changes might parallel the stages of a relationship, while landscapes provide settings that enhance
the mood—peaceful meadows for contentment or stormy seas for turmoil.

Beauty and the Sublime

Imagery in romantic poems frequently explores the concept of beauty, both in the physical world and
in the human experience. The sublime—an overwhelming sense of awe or grandeur—is often
conveyed through vivid descriptions of majestic natural scenes or profound emotional experiences.

Notable Examples of Imagery in Romantic Poems

Examining specific poems offers insight into how imagery functions within romantic poetry to create
lasting emotional impact.

William Wordsworth’s “1 Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”

Wordsworth’s poem showcases visual imagery with descriptions of “a host, of golden daffodils”
fluttering beside a lake. This image evokes joy, tranquility, and the restorative power of nature,
reinforcing the poem’s themes of memory and emotional renewal.

John Keats’ “Ode to a Nightingale”

Keats employs rich auditory and visual imagery, such as the nightingale’s “immortal bird” song and



the “beaded bubbles winking at the brim,” to explore themes of beauty, mortality, and
transcendence. The sensory details immerse readers in an intense emotional and philosophical
experience.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning’'s “Sonnet 43”

In this poem, tactile and visual imagery express profound love. Phrases like “I love thee to the depth
and breadth and height” use spatial metaphors, while references to “soul can reach” evoke both
physical and spiritual dimensions of affection.

Summary of Imagery Uses in Notable Poems

1. Wordsworth: Visual imagery to celebrate nature’s beauty and emotional solace
2. Keats: Auditory and visual imagery to delve into beauty and existential themes

3. Browning: Tactile and spatial imagery to convey deep love and devotion

Frequently Asked Questions

What is imagery in romantic poems?

Imagery in romantic poems refers to the use of vivid and descriptive language that appeals to the
senses to create mental pictures and evoke emotions in the reader.

How does imagery enhance the themes of romantic poetry?

Imagery enhances the themes of romantic poetry by vividly expressing emotions such as love,
beauty, nature, and passion, allowing readers to connect deeply with the poet's experiences and the
poem's mood.

What types of imagery are commonly found in romantic
poems?

Common types of imagery in romantic poems include natural imagery (like flowers, seasons,
landscapes), sensory imagery (sight, sound, touch, taste, smell), and symbolic imagery that conveys
deeper meanings related to love and emotion.

Can you give an example of powerful imagery in a famous
romantic poem?

In William Wordsworth's 'l Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,' the imagery of 'a host, of golden daffodils'



vividly paints a picture of nature's beauty and the uplifting effect it has on the poet's spirit.

Why is nature imagery significant in romantic poetry?

Nature imagery is significant in romantic poetry because it reflects the Romantics' fascination with
the natural world as a source of inspiration, spiritual renewal, and emotional expression.

How does sensory imagery contribute to the emotional impact
of romantic poems?

Sensory imagery engages the reader's senses, making the emotions and experiences described in
romantic poems more tangible and relatable, thereby intensifying the poem's emotional impact.

Are there any differences between imagery in romantic poetry
and other literary periods?

Yes, romantic poetry often emphasizes intense emotional and natural imagery, focusing on personal
experience and the sublime, whereas other periods might prioritize structured imagery or different
themes such as reason or societal issues.

How can readers analyze imagery to better understand
romantic poems?

Readers can analyze imagery by identifying descriptive language that appeals to the senses,
considering how these images relate to the poem's themes and emotions, and reflecting on the
symbolic meanings behind the imagery used.

Additional Resources

1. Visualizing Passion: Imagery in Romantic Poetry

This book explores how vivid imagery is used by Romantic poets to evoke deep emotional responses.
It delves into the symbolic and sensory language that shapes readers' understanding of love, nature,
and beauty. The analysis includes works from key figures such as Wordsworth, Keats, and Shelley,
highlighting their unique approaches to poetic imagery.

2. The Language of Love: Imagery and Symbolism in Romantic Verse

Focusing on the intricate use of symbolism and imagery, this book examines how Romantic poets
convey complex feelings through visual and sensory descriptions. It provides detailed readings of
poems where nature and romantic ideals intertwine, offering insights into the cultural and historical
contexts that influenced these images.

3. Nature’s Palette: Visual Imagery in Romantic Poetry

This volume investigates the rich natural imagery prevalent in Romantic poetry, revealing how poets
use the natural world to reflect romantic emotions and philosophical ideas. From lush landscapes to
ephemeral moments, the book highlights how imagery functions as a bridge between the poet’s inner
life and the external world.



4. Echoes of Desire: Imagery and Emotion in Romantic Poetry

"Echoes of Desire" examines the powerful interplay between imagery and emotion in the poetry of
the Romantic era. The book discusses how poets employ metaphor, simile, and vivid visual
descriptions to capture the intensity of love, longing, and passion, providing a fresh perspective on
well-known and lesser-studied works.

5. Romantic Visions: The Role of Imagery in 19th-Century Love Poetry

This study focuses on how 19th-century Romantic poets crafted their visions of love through
imaginative and evocative imagery. It explores the aesthetic and emotional functions of visual
elements in shaping the reader’s experience, highlighting the innovative techniques that distinguish
Romantic love poetry.

6. Imagining the Heart: Sensory Imagery in Romantic Poetry

"Imagining the Heart" delves into the multisensory imagery used by Romantic poets to depict the
complexities of love and passion. The book analyzes how visual, auditory, tactile, and olfactory
images combine to create immersive poetic experiences that resonate emotionally with readers.

7. Colors of Emotion: A Study of Imagery in Romantic Poetry

This book offers a focused analysis on the use of color imagery in Romantic poetry and its emotional
significance. By examining how poets associate colors with moods, desires, and natural phenomena,
it reveals the nuanced ways in which visual imagery enhances thematic depth and emotional impact.

8. From Sight to Soul: The Transformative Power of Imagery in Romantic Poetry

Exploring the transformative potential of imagery, this book shows how Romantic poets use visual
elements to transcend mere description and evoke spiritual and emotional awakening. It discusses
the connection between imagery and the sublime, emphasizing the poets’ quest to unite the external
world with inner experience.

9. Romantic Imagery: A Reader’s Guide to Visual Language in Poetry

Designed as an accessible guide, this book introduces readers to the key techniques and themes of
imagery in Romantic poetry. Through close readings and contextual explanations, it helps readers
appreciate how visual language enriches romantic themes and deepens the emotional resonance of
poetry.
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metaphysical. The book suggests that this belief gave birth to the metaphysical yearning and
cultural expression of the eighteenth and nineteenth century. The book seeks to clarify the
post-Enlightenment relationship between aesthetic culture and ‘aesthetic’ religion, romanticism,
medievalism and religious trends.

imagery in romantic poems: Romantic Poetry Angela Esterhammer, 2002-01-01 Romantic
Poetry encompasses twenty-seven new essays by prominent scholars on the influences and
interrelations among Romantic movements throughout Europe and the Americas. It provides an
expansive overview of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century poetry in the European languages. The
essays take account of interrelated currents in American, Argentinian, Brazilian, Bulgarian,
Canadian, Caribbean, Chilean, Colombian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, English, Estonian, Finnish,
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Mexican, Norwegian, Peruvian, Polish, Romanian,
Russian, Serbian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Uruguayan literature. Contributors adopt different
models for comparative study: tracing a theme or motif through several literatures; developing
innovative models of transnational influence; studying the role of Romantic poetry in socio-political
developments; or focusing on an issue that appears most prominently in one national literature yet is
illuminated by the international context. This collaborative volume provides an invaluable resource
for students of comparative literature and Romanticism.SPECIAL OFFER: 30% discount for a
complete set order (5 vols.).The Romanticism series in the Comparative History of Literatures in
European Languages is the result of a remarkable international collaboration. The editorial team
coordinated the efforts of over 100 experts from more than two dozen countries to produce five
independently conceived, yet interrelated volumes that show not only how Romanticism developed
and spread in its principal European homelands and throughout the New World, but also the ways in
which the affected literatures in reaction to Romanticism have redefined themselves on into
Modernism. A glance at the index of each volume quickly reveals the extraordinary richness of the
series' total contents. Romantic Irony sets the broader experimental parameters of comparison by
concentrating on the myriad expressions of [Jirony[] as one of the major impulses in the Romantic
philosophical and artistic revolution, and by combining cross-cultural and interdisciplinary studies
with special attention also to literatures in less widely diffused language streams. Romantic Drama
traces creative innovations that deeply altered the understanding of genre at large, fed popular
imagination through vehicles like the opera, and laid the foundations for a modernist theater of the
absurd. Romantic Poetry demonstrates deep patterns and a sharing of crucial themes of the
revolutionary age which underlie the lyrical expression that flourished in so many languages and
environments. Nonfictional Romantic Prose assists us in coping with the vast array of writings from
the personal and intimate sphere to modes of public discourse, including Romanticism's own
self-commentary in theoretical statements on the arts, society, life, the sciences, and more. Nor are
the discursive dimensions of imaginative literature neglected in the closing volume, Romantic Prose
Fiction, where the basic Romantic themes and story types (the romance, novel, novella, short story,
and other narrative forms) are considered throughout Europe and the New World. This enormous
realm is seen not just in terms of Romantic theorizing, but in the light of the impact of Romantic
ideas and narration on later generations. As an aid to readers, the introduction to Romantic Prose
Fiction explains the relationships among the volumes in the series and carries a listing of their tables
of contents in an appendix. No other series exists comparable to these volumes which treat the
entirety of Romanticism as a cultural happening across the whole breadth of the JOId[] and [[Newf[]
Worlds and thus render a complex picture of European spiritual strivings in the late eighteenth and
the nineteenth centuries, a heritage still very close to our age.

imagery in romantic poems: Victorian and Modern Poetics Carol T. Christ, 1984

imagery in romantic poems: English Romantic Poetry Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of
Humanities Harold Bloom, Henry W, Albert A Berg, 2009 Examines the Romantic period in poetry
that includes the works of Byron, Shelley, Keats and others.

imagery in romantic poems: Romantic Poetry Karl Kroeber, Gene W. Ruoff, 1993 This
anthology fills the need for a comprehensive, up-to-date collection of the most important




contemporary writings on the English romantic poets. During the 1980s, many theoretical
innovations in literary study swept academic criticism. Many of these approaches--from
deconstructive, new historicist, and feminist perspectives--used romantic texts as primary examples
and altered radically the ways in which we read. Other major changes have occurred in textual
studies, dramatically transforming the works of these poets. The world of English romantic poetry
has certainly changed, and Romantic Poetry keeps pace with those changes. Karl Kroeber and Gene
W. Ruoff have organized the book by poet--Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelly, and
Keats--and have included essays representative of key critical approaches to each poet's work. In
addition to their excellent general introduction, the editors have provided brief, helpful forewords to
each essay, showing how it reflects current approaches to its subject. The book also has an extensive
bibliography sure to serve as an important research aid. Students on all levels will find this book
invaluable.

imagery in romantic poems: The Romantic Poetry Handbook Michael O'Neill, Madeleine
Callaghan, 2017-12-18 An absorbing survey of poetry written in one of the most revolutionary eras in
the history of British literature This comprehensive survey of British Romantic poetry explores the
work of six poets whose names are most closely associated with the Romantic era—Wordsworth,
Coleridge, Blake, Keats, Byron, and Shelley—as well as works by other significant but less widely
studied poets such as Leigh Hunt, Charlotte Smith, Felicia Hemans, and Letitia Elizabeth Landon.
Along with its exceptional coverage, the volume is alert to relevant contexts, and opens up ways of
understanding Romantic poetry. The Romantic Poetry Handbook encompasses the entire breadth of
the Romantic Movement, beginning with Anna Laetitia Barbauld and running through to Thomas
Lovell Beddoes and John Clare. In its central section ‘Readings’ it explores tensions, change, and
continuity within the Romantic Movement, and examines a wide range of individual poems and poets
through sensitive, attentive and accessible analyses. In addition, the authors provide a full
introduction, a detailed historical and cultural timeline, biographies of the poets whose works are
featured in the “Readings” section, and a helpful guide to further reading. The Romantic Poetry
Handbook is an ideal text for undergraduate and postgraduate study of British Romantic poetry. It
also will appeal to every reader with an interest in the Romantics and in poetry generally.

imagery in romantic poems: Imagination, Metaphor and Mythopeiea in Wordsworth,
Shelley and Keats Firat Karadas, 2008 The book studies metaphor, myth and their imaginative
aspects in the poetry of William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats. Relying on
Kantian, Romantic, Neo-Kantian and modern ideas of imagination, metaphor and myth, the book
proposes that imagination is an inherently metaphorizing and mythologizing faculty because the act
of perception is an act of giving form to natural phenomena and seeing similitude in dissimilitude,
which are basically metaphorical and mythological acts. Studying selected poems, the author
explores how in its form-giving activity the imagination of the speaking subject 'mythologizes' and
'metaphorizes' by seeing objects of nature as spiritual, animate or divine beings and thus
transforming them into the alien territory of myth. Myth and metaphor are analyzed in these poems
mainly in two regards: first, myth and metaphor are handled as inborn aspects of imagination and
perception, and the interaction between nature and imagination is presented as the origin of all
mythology; second, to show how myth is re-created time and again by poetic imagination, Romantic
mythography and re-creation of precursor mythologies are analyzed.

imagery in romantic poems: The Romantic Imagination , 2025-02-03

imagery in romantic poems: Reading Romantic Poetry Fiona Stafford, 2014-02-03 Reading
Romantic Poetry introduces the major themes and preoccupations, and the key poems and players of
a period convulsed by revolution, prolonged warfare and political crisis. Provides a clear, lively
introduction to Romantic Poetry, backed by academic research and marked by its accessibility to
students with little prior experience of poetry Introduces many of the major topics of the age, from
politics to publishing, from slavery to sociability, from Milton to the mind of man Encourages direct
responses to poems by opening up different aspects of the literature and fresh approaches to
reading Discusses the poets' own reading and experience of being read, as well as analysis of the



sounds of key poems and the look of the poem on the page Deepens understanding of poems through
awareness of their literary, historical, political and personal contexts Includes the major poets of the
period, Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats, Burns and Clare —as well as a host of
less familiar writers, including women

imagery in romantic poems: Romanticism Robert F. Gleckner, 1975

imagery in romantic poems: The Image of Romance Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-27 The
Image of Romance is a captivating exploration of the multifaceted nature of romance, delving into its
historical, cultural, and psychological aspects. This comprehensive guide offers a deeper
understanding of romantic love, relationships, and their impact on our lives. In this book, readers
will embark on a journey through the world of romance, examining its various forms and expressions
across different cultures and time periods. From ancient love poems to modern-day rom-coms, The
Image of Romance explores the diverse ways in which romance has been celebrated and portrayed
throughout history. The book delves into the science and psychology of romantic attraction and
relationships, providing insights into the factors that contribute to romantic feelings and the
dynamics of romantic partnerships. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of
love, intimacy, and commitment, as well as the challenges and rewards that come with romantic
relationships. The Image of Romance also explores the role of romance in our overall well-being and
happiness. It examines the link between romantic love and physical, mental, and emotional health,
highlighting the positive impact that healthy romantic relationships can have on our lives. The book
also discusses the challenges that can arise in romantic relationships and offers strategies for
overcoming them. With its engaging writing style and thought-provoking insights, The Image of
Romance is a must-read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of romance and its role in our
lives. Whether you are single, in a relationship, or simply curious about the nature of love, this book
offers a wealth of knowledge and inspiration. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

imagery in romantic poems: Articulate Images Richard Wendorf, 1983-10-01 Articulate
Images was first published in 1983. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make
long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original
University of Minnesota Press editions. Twenty-five years ago, Jean Hagstrum published a
pioneering study, The Sister Arts,showing how the visual arts influenced the imagination of
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century English poets. Hagstrum's book suggested the intimate (and
sometimes troubled) relationship between poetry and painting, and, more than any other on the
subject, provided a basis for subsequent development and refinement within this field of
comparative studies. The nine original essays in Articulate Images address the central issues
Hagstrum raised; they serve as an introduction to current approaches to the sister arts. Fully
illustrated, Articulate Images will be enjoyed by readers entering the field as well as by seasoned
votaries of the sister arts.

imagery in romantic poems: Shelley and the Romantic Imagination Thomas R. Frosch, 2007
Frosch offers a fuller psychoanalytic account of Shelley's poetry than previously available, discussing
both oedipal and pre-oedipal conflict, the positive and negative attitudes toward both the father and
the mother, and the subtle workings, defensive and creative, of the ego.--Jacket.

imagery in romantic poems: Exploring Stereotyped Images in Victorian and
Twentieth-century Literature and Society John Morris, 1993

imagery in romantic poems: Henry Howard: The Premier Romantic Poet and Regal Courtier
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-12 Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, was a man of many talents: a poet, a
courtier, a diplomat, and a lover. He was also a man of his time, living in the tumultuous Tudor era, a
time of political and religious upheaval. Howard's life and work were shaped by the forces that were
transforming England in the 16th century. As a poet, Howard was a pioneer. He was one of the first
English poets to write sonnets, and he is credited with introducing blank verse to English poetry. His
poems are known for their beauty of language, their exploration of themes of love, loss, and nature,
and their innovative use of poetic form. As a courtier, Howard was a favorite of King Henry VIII. He
served the king in various capacities, including as a diplomat and a military commander. Howard



was also a close friend of the king's daughter, Anne Boleyn. Howard's life was cut short by tragedy.
In 1542, he was arrested and executed for treason, along with his father. The charges against him
were flimsy, and it is likely that he was the victim of political intrigue. Despite his tragic end,
Howard's legacy as a poet and a man of letters lived on. His poems were published posthumously,
and they quickly became popular with readers. Howard is now considered one of the greatest poets
of the English language, and his work continues to be studied and enjoyed by readers around the
world. This book tells the story of Howard's life and work. It explores his role as a poet, a courtier,
and a diplomat. It also examines the political and religious forces that shaped his life and work.
Through Howard's story, we can gain a deeper understanding of the Tudor era, a time of great
change and upheaval. If you like this book, write a review!

imagery in romantic poems: British Romantic Literature Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2023-06-23
Examines Romantic poets and their revolutionary literary ideals.

imagery in romantic poems: Releasing the Image Jacques Khalip, Robert Mitchell, Giorgio
Agamben, Cesare Casarino, Peter Geimer, Mark Hansen, 2011-08-09 It has become a commonplace
that images were central to the twentieth century and that their role will be even more powerful in
the twenty-first. But what is an image and what can an image be? Releasing the Image understands
images as something beyond mere representations of things. Releasing images from that function, it
shows them to be self-referential and self-generative, and in this way capable of producing forms of
engagement beyond spectatorship and subjectivity. This understanding of images owes much to
phenomenology—the work of Husserl, Heidegger, and Merleau-Ponty—and to Gilles Deleuze's
post-phenomenological work. The essays included here cover historical periods from the Romantic
era to the present and address a range of topics, from Cézanne's painting, to images in poetry, to
contemporary audiovisual art. They reveal the aesthetic, ethical, and political stakes of the project of
releasing images and provoke new ways of engaging with embodiment, agency, history, and
technology.

imagery in romantic poems: The Blueprint of History of English Literature (As Per
NEP-2020 Model Syllabus) Dr. Samir Kumar Hui, 2025-04-21

imagery in romantic poems: Madness and the Romantic Poet James Whitehead,
2017-07-21 Madness and the Romantic Poet examines the longstanding and enduringly popular idea
that poetry is connected to madness and mental illness. The idea goes back to classical antiquity, but
it was given new life at the turn of the nineteenth century. The book offers a new and much more
complete history of its development than has previously been attempted, alongside important
associated ideas about individual genius, creativity, the emotions, rationality, and the mind in
extreme states or disorder - ideas that have been pervasive in modern popular culture. More
specifically, the book tells the story of the initial growth and wider dissemination of the idea of the
'Romantic mad poet' in the nineteenth century, how (and why) this idea became so popular, and how
it interacted with the very different fortunes in reception and reputation of Romantic poets, their
poetry, and attacks on or defences of Romanticism as a cultural trend generally - again leaving a
popular legacy that endured into the twentieth century. Material covered includes
nineteenth-century journalism, early literary criticism, biography, medical and psychiatric literature,
and poetry. A wide range of scientific (and pseudoscientific) thinkers are discussed alongside major
Romantic authors, including Wordsworth, Coleridge, Blake, Hazlitt, Lamb, Percy Bysshe Shelley,
Keats, Byron, and John Clare. Using this array of sources and figures, the book asks: was the
Romantic mad genius just a sentimental stereotype or a romantic myth? Or does its long popularity
tell us something serious about Romanticism and the role it has played, or has been given, in modern
culture?

imagery in romantic poems: Revolutions in Romantic Literature Paul Keen, 2004-03-11
This concise Broadview anthology of primary source materials is unique in its focus on Romantic
literature and the ways in which the period itself was characterized by wide-ranging, self-conscious
debates about the meaning of literature. It includes materials that are not available in other
Romantic literature anthologies. The anthology is organized into thirteen sections that highlight the



intensity and sophistication with which a variety of related literary issues were debated in the
Romantic period. These debates posed fundamental questions about the very nature of literature as
a cultural phenomenon, the extent and role of the reading public, literature's relation to the sciences
and the aesthetic, the influence of contemporary commercial pressures, and the impact of perceived
excesses in consumer fashions. The anthology foregrounds the ways that these literary debates
converged with broader social and political controversies such as the French Revolution, the
struggle for women's rights, colonialism, and the anti-slave trade campaign. This anthology includes
an impressive range of writings from the period (including literary criticism and philosophical,
political, scientific, and travel writing) which embodies the collection's broad approach to Romantic
literature. Both lesser-known and more canonical writings are included, and the selections are
organized by topic in such a way as to dramatize the debates and exchanges which characterize the
Romantic period.
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