frontier brutality symbolism

frontier brutality symbolism is a powerful concept woven into the fabric of literature, art, and
cultural studies, representing the stark realities and raw violence that characterized frontier life. This
article explores how symbolism is used to depict brutality on the frontier, examining its historical
context, literary representations, and influence on modern interpretations. By delving into the origins
of frontier brutality symbolism, the ways it is expressed in various media, and its deeper cultural
meanings, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why this theme resonates so strongly.
The article also investigates the psychological and societal impacts of frontier brutality symbolism,
providing readers with insights into its enduring significance. Whether you are a student, researcher,
or enthusiast, this guide will illuminate the complexities and nuances of frontier brutality symbolism,
encouraging you to think critically about its role in shaping perceptions of the past and present.
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Understanding Frontier Brutality Symbolism

Frontier brutality symbolism refers to the use of symbolic elements to convey the harshness, violence,
and moral challenges experienced on the frontier. It is an important aspect of cultural representation,
reflecting the struggle for survival, the clash of civilizations, and the transformation of landscapes.
This symbolism is often embodied through imagery of weapons, bloodshed, barren lands, and
unforgiving environments, all of which serve to highlight the extremities of frontier existence. By
analyzing frontier brutality symbolism, one can better grasp how societies interpret and remember
their historical boundaries, conflicts, and the cost of expansion.

The symbolism goes beyond mere depiction of violence; it often explores themes of justice,
lawlessness, and the human condition. In literature and art, frontier brutality is frequently portrayed
as a force that shapes individual destinies and collective identities. This section sets the foundation
for understanding the depth and variety of symbolism associated with frontier brutality.



Historical Context of Frontier Brutality

The Frontier Experience

The historical frontier, whether in North America, Australia, or other regions, was marked by constant
struggle and confrontation. Settlers faced untamed wilderness, hostile environments, and frequent
clashes with indigenous peoples. The daily reality of frontier life was often brutal, demanding
resilience and adaptability. This context gave rise to a unique set of symbols that encapsulated the
violence and unpredictability of life on the edge of civilization.

Origins of Brutality Symbolism

Frontier brutality symbolism originated from the stark realities of expansion and colonization. The
need to defend, conquer, and survive led to the development of imagery that emphasized aggression,
power, and endurance. Symbols such as rifles, axes, and blood-red sunsets became visual shorthand
for the dangers and moral ambiguity faced by frontier inhabitants.

Weapons as symbols of survival and violence

Barren landscapes representing isolation and danger

Animals, both wild and domesticated, symbolizing threat or resilience

Blood and wounds highlighting sacrifice and suffering

Ruined settlements as reminders of conflict and loss

These symbols have persisted in cultural memory, shaping how the frontier era is remembered and
depicted.

Symbolism in Literature and Art

Literary Depictions

Frontier brutality symbolism is a recurring theme in novels, short stories, and poetry. Authors often
use stark imagery and metaphor to convey the psychological and physical toll of frontier life. The
wilderness becomes not only a setting but also a character, embodying the constant threat of
violence. Literary works such as "Blood Meridian" and "The Revenant" are notable for their vivid

portrayals of brutality and survival, using symbolism to deepen the reader’s understanding of frontier
realities.



Artistic Representations

Artists have long been fascinated by the frontier’s brutal beauty and danger. Paintings, illustrations,
and sculptures frequently incorporate motifs of violence and hardship. The use of color, composition,
and subject matter work together to evoke the atmosphere of the frontier. For example, dark tones
and jagged forms may symbolize chaos and conflict, while solitary figures in vast landscapes
represent isolation and vulnerability.

Common Symbols and Motifs

=

. The rifle or revolver: representing both protection and threat
2. Barbed wire: a symbol of boundaries and conflict

3. Bleak landscapes: signifying desolation and adversity

4. Wounded bodies: embodying sacrifice and trauma

5. Predatory animals: reflecting constant danger

These symbols serve as powerful tools for communicating the complexity of frontier brutality, allowing
audiences to engage with historical and emotional truths.

Cultural and Societal Implications

Shaping National Identity

Frontier brutality symbolism plays a crucial role in shaping national myths and collective identities.
The narrative of taming the frontier often involves themes of heroism, endurance, and moral
ambiguity. These stories and symbols have been used to justify expansion, celebrate resilience, and
confront the darker aspects of history. They influence how societies understand their roots and the
legacy of conquest and settlement.

Reflections on Justice and Lawlessness

Frontier brutality symbolism frequently explores the tension between order and chaos. Lawmen,
outlaws, and vigilantes are recurring figures in frontier narratives, symbolizing the constant struggle
to establish justice in lawless territories. The symbolism of brutality underscores the cost of
civilization and questions the morality of violence as a means of progress.

Enduring Cultural Archetypes



The imagery and motifs developed during the frontier era have become enduring archetypes in
modern culture. Cowboys, pioneers, and indigenous warriors all carry symbolic weight, representing
strength, resistance, and the complexities of cultural conflict. These archetypes continue to shape
popular media, literature, and public discourse.

Modern Interpretations of Frontier Brutality Symbolism

Contemporary Media

Modern films, television series, and graphic novels reinterpret frontier brutality symbolism for new
audiences. Directors and writers often use historical settings to comment on present-day issues such
as justice, identity, and survival. The raw imagery of violence and hardship remains central, but is
often contextualized within broader discussions about morality and human nature.

Reevaluating Historical Narratives

Scholars and critics increasingly revisit frontier brutality symbolism to challenge traditional narratives.
The focus has shifted toward a more nuanced understanding of the impacts of colonization, the
experiences of marginalized groups, and the psychological consequences of violence. These
reinterpretations help to uncover hidden stories and foster a more inclusive historical record.

Symbolism in Popular Culture

Video games, graphic novels, and even advertising frequently draw on frontier brutality symbolism to
evoke themes of adventure, danger, and resilience. The popularity of these motifs reflects their
enduring relevance and adaptability. As society evolves, so too does the meaning and usage of
frontier brutality symbolism.

Psychological Impact of Brutality Symbolism

Individual and Collective Memory

The symbolism of frontier brutality has a profound psychological impact, influencing both individual
and collective memory. Exposure to such themes in literature, art, and media can evoke strong
emotional responses, prompting reflection on issues of violence, morality, and survival. The enduring
presence of these symbols shapes how societies process trauma and remember their histories.

Symbolism and Trauma

Frontier brutality symbolism often serves as a means of expressing and coping with trauma. By
externalizing violence through symbolic imagery, individuals and communities can confront difficult



histories and begin the process of healing. This symbolic representation allows for greater
understanding and dialogue about the legacy of brutality on the frontier.

» Facilitating discussion about historical violence
e Promoting empathy and understanding

e Encouraging critical examination of cultural myths

The psychological dimensions of brutality symbolism remain a significant area of study, offering
valuable insights into the ways societies engage with their past.

Conclusion

Frontier brutality symbolism is a multifaceted concept that encompasses the historical realities,
artistic expressions, and cultural legacies of violence and survival on the frontier. From its origins in
the harsh experiences of pioneers to its reinterpretation in modern media, this symbolism continues
to shape how societies understand their history and themselves. By examining its various forms and
implications, readers gain a deeper appreciation for the complexity and enduring relevance of frontier
brutality symbolism.

Q: What does frontier brutality symbolism represent in
literature and art?

A: Frontier brutality symbolism in literature and art represents the violence, hardship, and moral
ambiguity experienced on the frontier. It uses imagery such as weapons, barren landscapes, and
wounded figures to communicate the harsh realities and psychological impact of frontier life.

Q: Why is frontier brutality symbolism important for
understanding history?

A: Frontier brutality symbolism is important because it encapsulates the challenges, conflicts, and
transformative moments of frontier history. It provides insight into how societies remember and
interpret their past, especially regarding issues of violence, survival, and expansion.

Q: What are some common symbols used to depict frontier
brutality?

A: Common symbols include rifles and revolvers, barbed wire, bleak landscapes, wounded bodies, and
predatory animals. These elements serve to represent the constant threat, isolation, and struggle for
survival on the frontier.



Q: How has frontier brutality symbolism influenced modern
culture?

A: Frontier brutality symbolism has influenced modern culture by shaping narratives in films,
television, video games, and literature. It continues to evoke themes of adventure, danger, resilience,
and moral complexity, maintaining its relevance in contemporary storytelling.

Q: In what ways does frontier brutality symbolism address
psychological trauma?

A: Frontier brutality symbolism helps address psychological trauma by providing a symbolic
framework for expressing and processing difficult histories. It facilitates discussion, promotes
empathy, and encourages critical examination of cultural myths related to violence and survival.

Q: How do contemporary writers reinterpret frontier brutality
symbolism?

A: Contemporary writers often reinterpret frontier brutality symbolism by focusing on marginalized
perspectives, challenging traditional narratives, and exploring the psychological and societal
consequences of violence. This approach fosters a more nuanced and inclusive understanding of
frontier history.

Q: What role does symbolism play in shaping national
identity?

A: Symbolism, especially related to frontier brutality, plays a key role in shaping national identity by
reinforcing narratives of heroism, endurance, and moral complexity. These symbols help societies
define their values and confront both the achievements and darker aspects of their histories.

Q: Can frontier brutality symbolism be found outside of
literature and art?

A: Yes, frontier brutality symbolism is present in various forms of media, including video games,
graphic novels, and advertising. These representations draw on similar motifs to evoke adventure,
conflict, and resilience in different cultural contexts.

Q: What is the significance of lawmen and outlaws in frontier
brutality symbolism?

A: Lawmen and outlaws are significant because they embody the tension between order and chaos on
the frontier. Their symbolic roles highlight the struggle to establish justice, the moral ambiguity of
violence, and the challenges of taming lawless territories.



Q: How does frontier brutality symbolism contribute to
collective memory?

A: Frontier brutality symbolism contributes to collective memory by shaping how societies remember
and interpret their frontier histories. It influences cultural narratives, commemorates sacrifice and
resilience, and helps communities process the legacy of violence and survival.

Frontier Brutality Symbolism
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frontier brutality symbolism: Meanings of Violence Jon Abbink, Goran Aijmer, 2020-08-20
There are good reasons to look at violence from new perspectives. In its endless manifestations
violence is part and parcel of human existence, and is very probably a constituting element of human
society. And yet violent action - warfare, penalties, insults, feuding, assault, murder, rape, suicide,
sports - remains in all its complexity one of the least understood fields of human social life.The
book's contributors identify the symbolic and ritualized aspects of violence, and suggest ways of
'reading’ violence as it occurs in the world, whether as violent duelling and age-group violence in
Southern Ethiopia, bullfighting in Iberia, cattle rustling in Kenya, guerrilla and militia wars in
Colombia, or public executions in China.These case studies suggest that 'violence' is not a simple,
universal urge, but is contingent and context-dependent, shaped by social relations of power, force
and dominance. To be the victim of violence is a humiliating and frightening experience. But the
many ambiguities that occur in the use of violence must be considered, to understand why peace
seems only to exist as a contrast to the violation of peace.

frontier brutality symbolism: The Voice of Violence Joel P. Rhodes, 2001-04-30 The tide of
1960s political upheaval, while mistaken at the time by some as a unified assault against America
carried out by revolutionaries at home and abroad, was actually hundreds of locally constructed
expressions of political discourse, reflecting the influences of race, class, gender, and local
conditions on each unique group of practitioners. This is a comparative study of how radicals at the
local level staged, displayed, and ultimately narrated symbolic acts of performative violence against
the symbols of the American system. The term performative violence refers to a method of public
protest whereby participants create the conditions in which their violent actions become a political
text, a powerful symbol with a strong historical precedent. Recognizing the textuality of history, this
interdisciplinary examination deconstructs the performative violence within its historically specific
and socially constructed contexts using four representative case histories of late 1960s and early
1970s activism. These are the African-American rioters in Kansas City, the Black Panther Party in
Detroit, campus radicals at Kansas State University, and activists at the University of Kansas. Rather
than focusing on the major clashes of the Vietnam era, this book contributes to recent scholarship on
the 1960s which has attempted to offer a more textured analysis of the era's activism, particularly its
political violence, based on more local studies.

frontier brutality symbolism: Wages of Whiteness & Racist Symbolic Capital Wulf D.
Hund, Jeremy Krikler, David R. Roediger, 2010 This book's contents include: Accounting for the
Wages of Whiteness: U.S Marxism and the Critical History of Race * Racist Symbolic Capital: A
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frontier brutality symbolism: The Cunning of Recognition Elizabeth A. Povinelli,
2002-07-19 A critique of liberal multiculturalism through a study of state-aboriginal relations in
Australia, employing an innovative hybrid of theoretical approaches from anthropology, political
theory, linguistics, and psychoanalysis.

frontier brutality symbolism: The ~APolitics of Consolation Christina Simko, 2015-07-28
What meaning can be found in calamity and suffering? The Politics of Consolation examines how
American political leaders have addressed this question, tracing the history of American political
consolation and examining how this long tradition framed the events of September 11, 2001.

frontier brutality symbolism: Colonial Violence and Monuments in Global History Cynthia C.
Prescott, Janne Lahti, 2023-08-29 This book tackles the historical relationship between colonial
violence and monuments in Africa, Europe, the Indian subcontinent, North America, and Australia.
In this volume, the authors ask similar questions about monuments in each location and answer
them following a parallel structure that encourages comparison, highlighting common themes. The
chapters track the contested histories of monuments, scrutinizing their narrative power and
examining the violent events behind them. It is both about the history of monuments and the
histories the monuments are meant to commemorate. It is interested in this nuanced relationship
between violence, monuments, memory, and colonial legacies; the ways different facets of colonial
violence—conquest, resistance, massacres, genocides, internments, and injustices—have been
commemorated (or haven’t been), how they live in the present, and how pertinent they are in the
present to different peoples. Legacies of colonial violence, and continued reinterpretations of the
past and its meanings remain very much ongoing. They are still very much unsettled questions in
large parts of the world. Colonial Violence and Monuments in Global History will be essential
reading for students, scholars, and researchers of political science, history, sociology and colonial
studies. The book was originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Genocide Research.

frontier brutality symbolism: Marriage, Violence and the Nation in the American Literary
West William R. Handley, 2002-08-15 In Marriage, Violence and the Nation in the American Literary
West, William R. Handley examines literary interpretations of the Western American past. Handley
argues that although scholarship provides a narrative of western history that counters optimistic
story of frontier individualism by focusing on the victims of conquest, twentieth-century American
fiction tells a different story of intra-ethnic violence surrounding marriages and families. He
examines works of historiography,as well as writing by Zane Grey, Willa Cather, Wallace Stegner
and Joan Didion among others, to argue that these works highlight white Americans' anxiety about
what happens to American 'character' when domestic enemies such as Indians and Mormon
polygamists, against whom the nation had defined itself in the nineteenth century, no longer
threaten its homes. Handley explains that once its enemies are gone, imperialism brings violence
home in retrospective narratives that allegorise national pasts and futures through intimate
relationships.

frontier brutality symbolism: Colonial Terror Deana Heath, 2021 This title explores the legal
role of torture and other violence as it was used in colonial ruling. It rigorously attempts to theorize
the nature of this violence, including its materiality and its effects on the bodies of the colonized,
and those who perpetrated it. This book provides a full examination of the history of torture in
colonial India.

frontier brutality symbolism: Studies in Symbolic Interaction Norman K. Denzin,
2009-10-01 Divided into four parts, this title examines commodity racism: representation,
racialization and resistance. It presents the interpretive works in the interactionist tradition. It



features the essays which interrogate the intersections between biography, media, history, politics
and culture.

frontier brutality symbolism: Alcohol and Homicide Robert Nash Parker, Linda-Anne
Rebhun, 1995-01-01 The authors show how and why alcohol and violence are so often linked today.

frontier brutality symbolism: Civilisation of Port Phillip Thomas James Rogers, 2018-02-23
Port Phillip's free settlers often said that they were civilising a wilderness. The truth was that the
occupied country already had people, laws, politics, and economies. What did 'civilisation' mean to
the free settlers? And what was the relationship between civilising and violence? The Civilisation of
Port Phillip tracks the violent history of the first years of British settlement in the Port Phillip
District, now the state of Victoria. It illuminates the underlying free-settler rhetoric that advocated
and abetted violence on the frontier. For the first time, we hear the settlers tell us in their own
words what the civilisation of Port Phillip really involved. Frontier violence in Port Phillip involved
Aboriginal peoples, convicts, free settlers and colonial officials. This history shows how the lives of
these different people interconnected in early Port Phillip, in unlikely friendships, dire
misunderstandings, and fatal clashes. It paints a vivid picture of the period drawn from archival
records, a thorough re-reading of older histories, and new ideas in the scholarship of violence. As
well as sheep and firearms, free settlers brought Enlightenment ideas about civilisation to Port
Phillip. When these European ideas were coupled with Australian frontier experience, they
manifested in an exterminatory attitude towards people deemed undesirable in the coming colony.
The Civilisation of Port Phillip shows how free-settler rhetoric, law, and systems of classification
reinforced and sought to justify the violence of the frontier.

frontier brutality symbolism: Cormac McCarthy’s Borders and Landscapes Louise Jillett,
2016-10-06 Cormac McCarthy's work is attracting an increasing number of scholars and critics from
a range of disciplines within the humanities and beyond, from political philosophy to linguistics and
from musicology to various branches of the sciences. Cormac McCarthy's Borders and Landscapes
contributes to this developing field of research, investigating the way McCarthy's writings speak to
other works within the broader fields of American literature, international literature, border
literature, and other forms of comparative literature. It also explores McCarthy's literary
antecedents and the movements out of which his work has emerged, such as modernism,
romanticism, naturalism, eco-criticism, genre-based literature (western, southern gothic), folkloric
traditions and mythology.

frontier brutality symbolism: Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones Elizabeth D. Heineman,
2011-04-15 Since the 1990s, sexual violence in conflict zones has received much media attention. In
large part as a result of grassroots feminist organizing in the 1970s and 1980s, mass rapes in the
wars in the former Yugoslavia and during the Rwandan genocide received widespread coverage, and
international organizations—from courts to NGOs to the UN—have engaged in systematic efforts to
hold perpetrators accountable and to ameliorate the effects of wartime sexual violence. Yet many
millennia of conflict preceded these developments, and we know little about the longer-term history
of conflict-based sexual violence. Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones helps to fill in the historical gaps.
It provides insight into subjects that are of deep concern to the human rights community, such as
the aftermath of conflict-based sexual violence, legal strategies for prosecuting it, the economic
functions of sexual violence, and the ways perceived religious or racial difference can create or
aggravate settings of sexual danger. Essays in the volume span a broad geographic, chronological,
and thematic scope, touching on the ancient world, medieval Europe, the American Revolutionary
War, precolonial and colonial Africa, Muslim Central Asia, the two world wars, and the Bangladeshi
War of Independence. By considering a wide variety of cases, the contributors analyze the factors
making sexual violence in conflict zones more or less likely and the resulting trauma more or less
devastating. Topics covered range from the experiences of victims and the motivations of
perpetrators, to the relationship between wartime and peacetime sexual violence, to the historical
background of the contemporary feminist-inflected human rights moment. In bringing together
historical and contemporary perspectives, this wide-ranging collection provides historians and



human rights activists with tools for understanding long-term consequences of sexual violence as
war-ravaged societies struggle to achieve postconflict stability.

frontier brutality symbolism: The Ages of the Incredible Hulk Joseph J. Darowski, 2015-11-30
The Incredible Hulk is one of the earliest Marvel Comics superheroes. Through the decades, the
character and his narrative elements--the causes of Bruce Banner's transformations, the Hulk's
strength, intelligence and skin color, the stories' tone, theme and sources of conflict--have been
continually reinvented to remain relevant. This collection of new essays explores Marvel's more than
five decades of Hulk comics. The contributors analyze the Hulk and his supporting cast in their
shifting historical contexts, offering insights into both our popular entertainment and our cultural
history. Topics include the Cold War's influence on early Incredible Hulk issues, a feminist reading
of She-Hulk and writer Peter David's focus on the AIDS crisis.

frontier brutality symbolism: Narrating Violence in Post-9/11 Action Cinema Berenike
Jung, 2010-09-08 This work discusses the way in which action movies have responded to the visual
and narrative challenge of depicting terrorist violence after 9/11, when the spectacular
representation of terrorist violence - and by extension the consumers of these imagers - was
considered as complicit behaviour. If terrorism is theatre, who goes to see the show? A close-reading
of exemplary movies (V for Vendetta, Munich, and Children of Men) concentrates on three key
aspects: How is terrorist violence justified, especially in comparison to other forms of violence? How
is the audience implicitly positioned? And finally, what is the role and scope of the films’ visual
short-cuts, iconic “real” images such as those from the Abu Ghraib prison? The results reaffirm
popular movies' power of working through traumatic events as well as their capacity to articulate a
valid political critique. Instead of inventing or preceding real acts of violence, cinema can document,
witness, and encourage the spectator to explore unorthodox viewing positions and moral dilemma.
This interdisciplinary work is addressed to students of Philosophy, the Humanities, Cinema,
American, or Cultural Studies as well as to the interested public.

frontier brutality symbolism: Civilian-Driven Violence and the Genocide of Indigenous Peoples
in Settler Societies Mohamed Adhikari, 2021-07-12 Existing studies of settler colonial genocides
explicitly consider the roles of metropolitan and colonial states, and their military forces in the
perpetration of exterminatory violence in settler colonial situations, yet rarely pay specific attention
to the dynamics around civilian-driven mass violence against indigenous peoples. In many cases,
however, civilians were major, if not the main, perpetrators of such violence. The focus of this book
is thus on the role of civilians as perpetrators of exterminatory violence and on those elements
within settler colonial situations that promoted mass violence on their part.

frontier brutality symbolism: Berserk Violence, Racial Vengeance, and Settler
Colonialism in American Writing from Franklin to Melville Edward Watts, 2025-06-30 Berserk
Violence, Racial Vengeance, and Settler Colonialism in American Writing from Franklin to Melville
studies the literary and cultural tradition of the “Indian Hater” in American writing from the decades
between the Revolution and the Civil War. In dozens of short stories, novels, poems, plays, and
historical publications, Indian Haters were white settlers on the western frontier who to kill all
“Indians” to avenge the deaths of family members at the hands of a few. As they engage their
episodes in racial violence, they attain transcendent racial powers based in traditions of historical
white barbarism and the powers of the legendary berserker, the crazed Nordic super-warrior. Indian
Haters' obsession with genocidal retribution reflected and participated in important conversations in
the new nation about race, violence, nation, and masculinity, as well as the role of the emergent
mass print culture in the distribution of propaganda, disinformation, and misrepresentation. At the
same time, many authors used Indian Haters to represent the moral failure of the new nation,
profoundly critiquing its ambitions and assumptions. Using theories and methods drawn from
studies of settler colonialism, nationalism, media, sociology, trauma, and literary history, Edward
Watts excavates dozens of long-lost Indian Hater accounts, as well as better known ones from
Benjamin Franklin, Charles Brockden Brown, James Hall, Robert Montgomery Bird, and Herman
Melville to tell the story of a story, and how that story exposes the complex machinations of the role




of print culture's interactions with the violence of settler colonialism.

frontier brutality symbolism: Violence in the West Marilynn S. Johnson, 2014-06-05
Generations of Americans have developed an image of violence in the “Wild West” through books
and films. But what conditions really resulted in violence on the American frontier between the
1880s and 1910s? How frequently did violence occur, and what forms did it take? Johnson explores
these questions through the lens of the mining and range wars that plagued the region during this
period. The author opens with an introductory essay that situates violence within social, political,
and economic circumstances of the time, considering smaller cases of interpersonal violence and
larger conflicts. Documents are then presented to illuminate two case studies of collective
violence—the Johnson County range war in northern Wyoming and the 1913-1914 coal strike in
southern Colorado resulting in the Ludlow Massacre. The closing epilogue examines the role both
incidents played in shaping the collective memory and cultural history of the American West. The
book’s format provides readers with both a general understanding of the history of western violence
and the context of specific historical cases that allow for more in-depth study and comparison.

frontier brutality symbolism: Mapping Deathscapes Suvendrini Perera, Joseph Pugliese,
2021-12-30 This volume offers a critical and creative analysis of the innovations of Deathscapes, a
transnational digital humanities project that maps the sites and distributions of custodial deaths in
locations such as police cells, prisons and immigration detention centres. An international team of
authors take a multidisciplinary approach to questions of race, geographies of state violence and
countermaps of resistance across North America, Australia and Europe. The book establishes rich
lines of dialogic connection between digital and other media by incorporating both traditional
scholarly resources and digital archives, databases and social media. Chapters offer a
comprehensive mapping of the key attributes through which racial violence is addressed and
contested through digital media and articulate, in the process, the distinctive dimensions of the
Deathscapes site. This interdisciplinary volume will be an important resource for scholars, students
and activists working in the areas of Cultural Studies, Media and Visual Studies, Indigenous Studies,
Refugee Studies and Law.

frontier brutality symbolism: Cultural Shaping of Violence Myrdene Anderson, 2004
Cultural Shaping of Violence proposes that violence cannot be described, let alone understond or
addressed, unless tied to the cultural settings that influence it. This volume documents violence in
22 distinct cultural settings in 17 nation-states on five continents. Internal to each society, a number
of sites of violence may thrive, from the domestic sphere to social institutions and political arenas. In
whatever site or guise, violence reverberates throughout the social fabric and beyond.
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