gangster disciples creed

gangster disciples creed represents a foundational set of principles and beliefs that
guide the behavior and identity of the Gangster Disciples, a street organization that
originated in Chicago. This creed is integral to understanding the group's internal code,
values, and the influence it has on its members. The Gangster Disciples creed reflects a
mixture of loyalty, discipline, respect, and a strict hierarchical structure that governs the
organization's activities. This article delves deeply into the origins, meaning, and
implications of the creed, offering insight into how it shapes the gang's culture and
members' conduct. Moreover, the discussion covers the symbols, rituals, and the role the
creed plays in the gang's expansion and cohesion. To provide a comprehensive overview,
the article is organized into key sections that cover the historical background, specific
tenets of the creed, and its impact on both members and the broader community.

e Origins and Historical Background

e The Principles of the Gangster Disciples Creed

e Symbols and Rituals Associated with the Creed
e The Creed’s Role in Gang Structure and Identity

e Impact of the Creed on Members and Communities

Origins and Historical Background

The Gangster Disciples emerged in the late 1960s and early 1970s in Chicago, evolving
from earlier street gangs and factions. The organization was primarily formed through the
merger of two gangs, the Black Disciples and the Gangsters, under the leadership of Larry
Hoover. The Gangster Disciples creed was developed to unify members under a common
set of beliefs and to maintain discipline within the group. Historically, this creed served
not only as a moral code but also as a practical guide for survival and success in the often
violent and competitive environment of urban Chicago. The creed encapsulates the gang’s
philosophy, which blends elements of loyalty, respect, and power, reinforcing group
cohesion and identity.

Formation and Early Development

The Gangster Disciples were established as a response to the need for greater
organization and strength among street gangs in Chicago. Larry Hoover, a central figure
in the gang’s formation, emphasized the importance of structure and ideological
commitment, which led to the creation of the creed. This foundational document was
intended to differentiate the Gangster Disciples from other gangs by promoting principles
that encouraged discipline and unity. Over time, the creed has been adapted and



preserved as a symbolic guide for members across different regions.

Influence of Socioeconomic Factors

The development of the Gangster Disciples creed was heavily influenced by the
socioeconomic conditions faced by members, including poverty, systemic discrimination,
and limited opportunities. These factors contributed to the gang’s emphasis on self-
reliance, protection, and community loyalty. The creed reflects these realities by
promoting values that prioritize group survival, respect for leadership, and the pursuit of
power within the societal constraints.

The Principles of the Gangster Disciples Creed

The Gangster Disciples creed consists of several core principles that govern the actions
and mindset of its members. These principles are designed to foster loyalty, discipline, and
respect both within the gang and toward its allies. The creed also outlines the
responsibilities of members to support one another and uphold the gang’s reputation.
Understanding these guiding tenets is essential to comprehending the internal dynamics
and ethos of the Gangster Disciples.

Core Tenets of the Creed

The following are key principles commonly emphasized within the Gangster Disciples
creed:

e Loyalty: Absolute allegiance to the gang and its leadership is paramount.

¢ Respect: Members must show respect to their peers, leaders, and the organization
as a whole.

e Discipline: Adherence to rules and codes of conduct ensures order and cohesion.
e Unity: Collective strength is valued over individual pursuits.
e Protection: Members are expected to defend the gang and its interests at all costs.

e Secrecy: Confidentiality about gang operations is critical for survival and success.

Behavioral Expectations

The creed explicitly outlines behavioral expectations, including the obligation to avoid
conduct that would harm the gang’s image or security. It also encourages members to
contribute actively to the gang’s objectives, whether through participation in organized
activities or support roles. Violations of the creed can result in disciplinary actions,



reflecting the gang’s emphasis on maintaining strict control.

Symbols and Rituals Associated with the Creed

Symbols and rituals play a significant role in reinforcing the Gangster Disciples creed and
enhancing members’ sense of belonging. These elements serve as visual and ceremonial
representations of the gang’s values and history. Understanding these symbols provides
deeper insight into how the creed is manifested and respected within the gang.

Common Symbols

The Gangster Disciples are known for a variety of symbols that reflect their creed and
identity, including:

e The Six-Point Star: Symbolizes the six principles that guide the gang: Love, Life,
Loyalty, Knowledge, Wisdom, and Understanding.

e Pitchfork: Often used as a hand sign and emblem, representing power and defiance.

e Black and Blue Colors: These colors are strongly associated with the gang’s
identity and appear on clothing, graffiti, and tattoos.

Rituals and Initiation

Initiation rituals are an essential part of internalizing the creed for new members. These
ceremonies often involve oaths of loyalty, demonstrations of commitment, and symbolic
acts that align the initiate with the gang’s values. Rituals serve to formalize membership
and ensure that individuals understand and accept the responsibilities imposed by the
creed.

The Creed’s Role in Gang Structure and Identity

The Gangster Disciples creed functions as a framework for the gang’s organizational
structure and collective identity. It helps maintain order, resolve conflicts, and promote a
shared sense of purpose among members. The creed is a critical tool in sustaining the
gang’s influence and operational effectiveness across different regions.

Hierarchy and Leadership

The creed reinforces the gang’s hierarchical structure, where respect for authority and
obedience to leadership are mandatory. Leaders are expected to embody the principles of
the creed and guide members accordingly. This structure facilitates coordinated activities



and strategic decision-making, which underpin the gang’s strength.

Group Cohesion and Identity

By adhering to the creed, members develop a strong group identity that distinguishes
them from other gangs and societal groups. This identity fosters loyalty and a sense of
pride, which are vital for the gang’s internal cohesion. The creed acts as a cultural anchor,
preserving traditions and reinforcing collective norms.

Impact of the Creed on Members and
Communities

The Gangster Disciples creed has significant effects on both its members and the
communities in which the gang operates. While it promotes unity and discipline within the
gang, it also contributes to tensions and challenges in affected neighborhoods.
Understanding this impact is crucial for addressing the broader social implications of gang
activity.

Influence on Members’ Behavior

The creed shapes members’ decisions, allegiances, and interactions, often prioritizing
gang loyalty over other social bonds. Members are expected to uphold the creed’s
principles even at personal risk, which can lead to involvement in criminal activities and
confrontations with law enforcement. The creed’s emphasis on secrecy and protection
further complicates efforts to disengage from the gang.

Community Consequences

Communities impacted by the Gangster Disciples often experience increased violence,
crime, and social instability linked to gang activity. The creed’s enforcement mechanisms
sometimes result in internal conflicts spilling over into neighborhoods. However, the
gang’s structured nature and code of conduct can also lead to informal systems of order
within certain areas, affecting community dynamics in complex ways.

Efforts Toward Rehabilitation and Change

Understanding the creed is essential for law enforcement and community organizations
aiming to reduce gang influence and support rehabilitation. Programs that address the
ideological and social aspects of the creed can be more effective in encouraging members
to leave gang life and pursue alternative paths.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Gangster Disciples Creed?

The Gangster Disciples Creed is a set of beliefs, values, and codes that guide members of
the Gangster Disciples street gang, emphasizing loyalty, respect, and unity within the

group.

Where did the Gangster Disciples Creed originate?

The Gangster Disciples Creed originated in Chicago during the late 1960s and early 1970s
as part of the gang's effort to establish a structured organization and code of conduct
among its members.

What are the main principles of the Gangster Disciples
Creed?

The main principles of the Gangster Disciples Creed include loyalty to the gang, respect
for fellow members, adherence to the gang's rules, protection of the community, and
commitment to the gang’s goals.

How does the Gangster Disciples Creed influence
member behavior?

The Creed serves as a guideline for member behavior, promoting discipline, unity, and a
sense of brotherhood, while discouraging actions that could harm the gang’s reputation or
internal cohesion.

Is the Gangster Disciples Creed documented or passed
down orally?

Traditionally, the Gangster Disciples Creed has been passed down orally among members,
though some written versions exist, often circulated within the gang or documented by law
enforcement and researchers.

How has law enforcement responded to the Gangster
Disciples Creed?

Law enforcement agencies study the Gangster Disciples Creed to better understand the
gang’s structure and operations, using this knowledge to develop strategies for
intervention and prevention.

Can understanding the Gangster Disciples Creed help in
gang prevention programs?

Yes, understanding the Creed can help gang prevention and intervention programs by



providing insight into the gang’s values and motivations, allowing for more targeted and
effective outreach efforts.

Are there any cultural or social impacts of the Gangster
Disciples Creed?

The Creed impacts culture and society by influencing the behavior and identity of gang
members, affecting communities through the gang’s activities, and shaping perceptions of
gang life both locally and nationally.

Additional Resources

1. Gangster Disciples Creed: Origins and Evolution

This book delves into the historical roots of the Gangster Disciples, tracing the
development of their creed and principles. It explores the socio-economic factors that
influenced the formation of the gang and how their code shaped their identity. Readers
gain insight into the early days and the evolution of their organizational structure.

2. The Gangster Disciples Code: Understanding the Creed

An in-depth analysis of the Gangster Disciples' creed, this book breaks down the key
elements and philosophy behind their code of conduct. It explains the meaning of their
symbols, rituals, and language, providing context for their significance within the group.
The book aims to offer a clearer understanding of their internal governance.

3. Brotherhood and Loyalty: Inside the Gangster Disciples Creed

Focusing on the themes of brotherhood and loyalty, this book examines how the creed
fosters unity among members. It discusses the psychological and social mechanisms used
to maintain discipline and allegiance. The narrative includes personal stories and
testimonials from former members.

4. Symbols and Signs: Decoding the Gangster Disciples Creed

This book explores the visual and verbal symbols associated with the Gangster Disciples'
creed. It provides an illustrated guide to their tattoos, graffiti, hand signs, and colors.
Understanding these symbols helps readers identify the gang’s presence and interpret
their messages.

5. The Gangster Disciples Creed and Street Politics

Examining the intersection of the Gangster Disciples' creed with street-level politics, this
book discusses how the creed influences territorial control and alliances. It highlights the
strategic use of their principles in negotiations and conflicts. The book offers a perspective
on the gang’s role in urban power dynamics.

6. From Creed to Action: The Gangster Disciples in Chicago

This book charts the practical application of the Gangster Disciples’ creed in Chicago
neighborhoods. It discusses how the creed informs daily operations, from criminal
activities to community engagement. The author provides case studies illustrating the
creed’s impact on local communities.

7. Voices from the Inside: Testimonies on the Gangster Disciples Creed



A collection of interviews and personal accounts from former Gangster Disciples members,
this book offers a unique perspective on the creed’s role in their lives. It sheds light on the
motivations, struggles, and transformations experienced by individuals within the gang.
The narratives reveal the human side behind the creed.

8. Gangster Disciples Creed: Law Enforcement Perspectives

This book presents an analysis of the Gangster Disciples’ creed from the viewpoint of law
enforcement agencies. It covers strategies used to infiltrate and dismantle the gang,
informed by an understanding of their creed and operations. The book also discusses
challenges faced by authorities in combating the gang’s influence.

9. Reforming the Creed: Efforts to Change the Gangster Disciples

Focusing on rehabilitation and reform, this book explores initiatives aimed at transforming
members’ adherence to the Gangster Disciples’ creed. It highlights community programs,
mentorship, and legal efforts to redirect lives away from gang involvement. The author
discusses the potential for change and obstacles to reform.
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gangster disciples creed: Gang Intelligence Manual Bill Valentine, 1995 Marauding gangs
have become a fact of life in the U.S., but where did these violent groups come from, and why are
they so appealing to so many youths today? This comprehensive guide provides answers to these
questions and more. It will open your eyes to a world few of us know, but most of us fear.

gangster disciples creed: How Black Disadvantaged Adolescents Socially Construct Reality
Loretta J. Brunious, 1998 In a pilot study applying Berger and Luckmann's social construction of
reality framework, Brunious (Loyola U., Chicago) elicits perceptions about school, popular culture,
and mass media from 20 Chicago inner- city black teens. Refuting the still prevalent myth that poor
African- American youth suffe

gangster disciples creed: Gangland Laura L. Finley, 2018-10-01 This two-volume set
integrates informative encyclopedia entries and essential primary documents to provide an
illuminating overview of trends in gang membership and activity in America in the 21st century.
Gangland: An Encyclopedia of Gang Life from Cradle to Grave includes extended discussion of
specific gangs; types of gangs based on ethnicity and environment (rural, suburban, and urban);
recruitment and retention methods; leadership structure and other internal dynamics of various
gangs; impacts of gang membership on extended family; the historical evolution of gangs in
American society; depictions of gang life in popular culture; violent and nonviolent gang activities;
and programs, policies, agencies, and organizations that have been crafted to combat gang
activities. In addition, the encyclopedia includes a suite of primary sources that offer a look into the
personal experiences of gang members, examine efforts by law enforcement and public officials to
address gang activity, and address wider societal factors that make eradicating gangs such a
difficult task.

gangster disciples creed: Broke, Starvin, and Gangbangin Dwayne Morrow, 2017-12-15
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Majic and Rabbit turns 'Dark side,' an area of West Chicago, to a war ravaged Chi-Raq. Everyone is a
pawn in their rise, from teenage gang members to recruiting females with hidden agendas. No
matter what block, group, or set you claim you're going to either be down with their cause or a
statistic in their murder rate. Please leave a review after reading.

gangster disciples creed: The Almighty Black P Stone Nation Natalie Y. Moore, Lance
Williams, 2011-01-06 In gangster lore, the Almighty Black P Stone Nation stands out among the
most notorious street gangs. But how did teens from a poverty&-stricken Chicago neighborhood
build a powerful organization that united 21 individual gangs into a virtual nation? Natalie Y. Moore
and Lance Williams answer this and other questions in a provocative tale that features a colorful
cast of characters from white do-gooders, black nationalists, and community organizers to
overzealous law enforcement. The U.S. government funded the Nation. Louis Farrakahn hired the
gang—renamed the El Rukns in a tribute to Islam—as his Angels of Death. Fifteen years before 9/11,
the government convicted the gang of plotting terrorist acts with Libyan leader Mu'ammar Gadhafi;
currently, founding member Jeff Fort is serving a triple life sentence. An exciting story about the
evolution of a gang, the book is an exposé of how minority crime is targeted as well as a timely look
at urban violence

gangster disciples creed: Constructing Social Reality Loretta Brunious, 2017-10-03 This book
examines how black children who grow up in an impoverished environment construct their social
reality, and why this process is a particulary critical factor in their perception and creation of self. It
argues that black disadvantaged children develop a lifestyle and adopt values based on an identity
grounded in racism, inequality, violence and poverty. Constructing Social Relaity: Self Portraits of
poor Black Adolescents makes a valuable contribution to the scholarship by investigating the
phenomena of poverty from cognitive, linguistic, and experiential persepctives in the lives of
disadvantaged black adolescents.

gangster disciples creed: Everything and Nothing at Once Joél Leon, 2024-06-04 For readers
of Kiese Laymon’s Heavy and Hanif Abdurraqib’s A Little Devil in America, a beautiful, painful, and
soaring tribute to everything that Black men are and can be Growing up in the Bronx, Joél Leon was
taught that being soft, being vulnerable, could end your life. Shaped by a singular view of Black
masculinity espoused by the media, family and friends, and society, he learned instead to care about
the gold around his neck and the number of bills in his wallet. He absorbed the “facts” that white
was always right and that Black men were either threatening or great for comic relief but never
worthy of the opening credits. It wasn’t until years later that Joél understood he didn’t have to be
defined by these and other stereotypes. Now, in a collection of wide-ranging essays, he takes
readers from his upbringing in the Bronx to his life raising two little girls of his own, unraveling
those narratives to arrive at a deeper understanding of who he is as a son, friend, partner, and
father. Traversing both the serious and the lighthearted, from contemplating male beauty standards
to his decision to seek therapy to the difficulties of making co-parenting work, Joél cracks open his
heart to reveal his multitudes. In this book crafted like an album, each essay is a single that stands
alone yet reverberates throughout the entire collection. Pieces like “How to Make a Black Friend”
consider challenging, delightful, and absurd moments in relationships, while others like “Sensitive
Thugs You All Need Hugs” and “All Gold Everything” ponder the collective harms of society's lens.
With incisive, searing prose, Everything and Nothing at Once deconstructs what it means to be a
Black man in America.

gangster disciples creed: The American Middle Class Robert S. Rycroft, 2017-05-12 What is
the American Dream? This book's author argues that contrary to what many believe, it is not
achieving the wealth necessary to enter the top one percent but rather becoming members of the
great middle class by dint of hard work and self-discipline. Americans of all classes consider
themselves to be middle class. There are Americans who by any objective standard should be
considered poor who would insist they are middle class, just as other Americans who should be
considered wealthy also insist they are middle class. Thinking of yourself and being thought of by
others as middle class is the American Dream for tens of millions of people. But an enduring problem



of the American middle class is the worry that the Dream is coming apart—that forces are lurking in
the shadows waiting to steal their progress and throw them back into poverty. This
thought-provoking reference explores a disparate multitude of issues associated with being middle
class in America. It addresses a range of questions and subtopics, including the meaning of the term
middle class; how middle class status is expressed by both the majority and the various minorities
that make up the American mosaic; what economic pressures are bearing down on the middle class;
and how economists and others attempt to make sense of the economic issues of the day. Readers
will also better understand how political institutions and public policies are shaping the way the
middle class views the world; how labor, housing, education, and crime-related issues have
influenced the development and growth of the middle class; the norms of the middle class versus
those of other classes in society; and the role of culture and media in shaping how members of the
middle class view themselves—and how they are viewed by others. This two-volume set provides a
comprehensive look at the American middle class that supports student research in economics,
social studies, cultural studies, and political history. The content supports teachers in their
development of lesson plans and assignments that directly align with the Common Core State
Standards and the recommendations of the National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies
(NCSS) with respect to all ten NCSS themes.

gangster disciples creed: A World of Gangs John Hagedorn, 2008 On the street with gangs in
three world cities - Chicago, Rio de Janeiro, and Capetown - Hagedorn discovers that many of them
have institutionalized as a strategy to confront a hopeless cycle of poverty, racism, and oppression.
The mbhilistic appeal of gangsta rap and its ethic of survival by any means necessary, he argues,
provides vital insights into the ideology and persistence of gangs around the world. Proposing how
gangs can be encouraged to overcome their violent tendencies, Hagedorn appeals to community
leaders to use the urgency, outrage, and resistance common to both gang life and hip-hop to bring
gangs into broader movements for social justice.--BOOK JACKET.

gangster disciples creed: Natural Born Gangster C. J. H. MOORE, 2020-03-09 Chris Bell
was born on the West Side of Chicago and attended Catholic elementary school on the South Side.
He was an unusual and gifted star child who was beyond his mother's understanding. His gang
activities kept him out of the regular sequential leap from grade to grade. He joined his first martial
arts gang, GGWB (Good Guys Wear Black), just after kindergarten, because he was being bullied
everyday by an older kid. He earned his high school diploma by challenging the GED at his mother's
behest, after reading books on math, language arts, classics, and Aesop's Fables, which he loved the
most, in local libraries day and night, well before his eighteenth birthday, and earned the title the
richest man in the world by working and fighting in the underground. In his youth, he consolidated
the dangerous Black Disciples and Vice Lord gangs of Chicago and all their subdivisions to complete
his dream in building another Black Wall Street on the West Side. After he met Madi, Derek Jenkins,
and the Stepfather, he moved closer to his dreams. When the Shadow of Knights confiscated sixty
tons of drugs and guns off the Chicago streets and placed them on the FBI's doorstep, the ghetto
ninjas were a marked group.

gangster disciples creed: Power on the Inside Mitchel P. Roth, 2020-11-05 Power on the
Inside is the first book to examine the historical development of prison gangs worldwide, from those
that emerged inside mid-nineteenth-century Neapolitan prisons to the new generation of younger
inmates challenging the status quo within gang subcultures today. Historian-criminologist Mitchel P.
Roth examines prison gangs throughout the world, from the Americas, Oceania, and South Africa to
Southeast Asia, Europe, and beyond. The book examines the many variables that influence the
evolution of prison subcultures, from colonialism and population demographics to prison
architecture and staff-prisoner relations. Power on the Inside features eighty historical and
contemporary images and will inform professionals in the field as well as general readers who want
to know more about the realities of prison gangs today.

gangster disciples creed: The Trenches D. MORROW ]Jr., 2025-04-07 The Trenches is a
gripping, high-stakes street novel that dives deep into the cutthroat realm of power, survival, and



loyalty. Mano and Bucca, two seasoned gangsters from Chicago's Southside, understand that the
only path out of poverty is through domination-no matter what it takes. Fear drives them upward,
and violence is their tool of choice. With piercing intellect and instincts as deadly as their fame, they
leave a trail of gore to the pinnacle, set on claiming what they feel is rightfully theirs. But in the
trenches, all wins are costly, and the more they rise, the deadlier the games. As their domain grows,
rivals hide in wait, ready for their turn. The streets watch, the police close in, and loyalty has
become a commodity they can ill afford. Deceit will be inevitable, and survival necessitates staying a
step ahead-a price that does not matter. Mano and Bucca soon discover that leadership is not so
much about dominating as it is about surviving at all costs. Raw, fast-paced, and uncompromising,
The Trenches immerses readers in the dark center of Chicago's rough-and-tumble crime world,
where ambition leads to danger, loyalty is pushed to the limit, and the difference between success
and collapse is paper-thin. Urban crime thriller fans will be on the edge of their seats until the last
page with this gripping story. Are you ready to enter The Trenches?

gangster disciples creed: Politically Correct My Ass... Kevin L. Hogan, 2010-02 As we begin
our journey down the path of enrichment, enlightenment and empowerment, let us pray for
deliverance from the forces of ignorance and stupidity that rise up before us, and seek to destroy us:
Dominus ominus, exodous en massicus, afarious fromicus, all ye dumbassicus. Do you like that? I
wrote it myself...and would you believe that I've never even studied Latin...

gangster disciples creed: From Slavery to True Freedom Curtis Flanagan, 2021-09-28 This is a
amazing story is of a young so called African American man by the name of Curtis Flanagan now
known as Nycere Ezikiel Bey, and how he overcame persecution by the worlds most powerful
country, The extent in which the local so called authorities would go to stop this young mans goals
from being achieved and his message from getting to the people, It touches on his childhood and
how it shaped the way this mans future of becoming a powerful sovereign outside of legislation;
which in most cases make life more difficult than if legislation was not prevalent. It exposes the
actual goal of the government to subject the people of America to the will of the British crown and
other involved kingdoms. It illustrates times of his life; in which seemed so rim most people thought
he would remain in prison for a lifetime, but if the people realized what was going on they would be
outrage tat this man was only exercising his inherent rights. It in tells his spiritual journey from
Christianity to Moorish science then to Judaism, and how his new found spirituality was a tool to free
him from mental physical and spiritual slavery. It in tells about the dark powers that be used their
power and influence to attempt to silence the warrior sprit of the man determined to free himself
and also his children from the clutches of what he considered the beast.

gangster disciples creed: Captive Nation Dan Berger, 2014 Captive Nation: Black Prison
Organizing in the Civil Rights Era

gangster disciples creed: Johnson's New Universal Cyclopedia : a Scientific and Popular
Treasury of Useful Knowledge , 1876

gangster disciples creed: Galactica Eternal Chris ] Berry, 2017-03-06 Suddenly, by the piano
stool, she made out a faint shadow beginning to appear. She stared at it curiously as the familiar
features of a little dog gradually began to form. The seconds ticked on, until the spirit of her little
dog Tiggle materialized and turned to gaze across at her. In that moment, all the grief Tiffany had
felt over his loss vanished.

gangster disciples creed: The Disciple , 1978

gangster disciples creed: Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine , 1869

gangster disciples creed: A History of the Apocalypse Catalin Negru, 2023-01-20 Religion.
For thousands of years this thing has dictated which people should live and which people should die,
what shape our buildings should have or what colors our garments should contain, what food people
should eat or what words people should speak. If religion is the opium of the masses, then beliefs
about the end of the world are like overdoses. People touched by such beliefs no longer rely on a
hidden, personal and intimate god, contemplated upon from the safe distance of the beating human
heart. They live with the promise of divine intervention at a grand scale on the current coordinates



of space and time. This can be an exceptional motivator and a game changer in terms of civil
obedience, both at an individual and collective level. In the name of an immediate and palpable deity
people can commit shocking cruelties. However, such belief can also account for some of the most
exceptional social developments in human history.
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