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give me liberty analysis is a compelling exploration into the influential text "Give Me Liberty!" and its
impact on the understanding of American history, liberty, and social change. This article provides a
thorough examination of the themes, historical context, author background, and the lasting significance
of Eric Foner’s renowned work. Readers will discover a critical analysis of the book’s approach to
freedom, its key arguments, and the ways it shapes perspectives on pivotal moments in United States
history. Through comprehensive insights and detailed breakdowns, this article aims to enhance your
grasp of "Give Me Liberty!" while integrating essential SEO keywords. Whether you are a student,
educator, or history enthusiast, this guide will offer meaningful perspectives and nuanced
understanding. Continue reading to uncover the main themes, historical influences, and the enduring

legacy of "Give Me Liberty!" in shaping discourse around American liberty.
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Overview of "Give Me Liberty!"

"Give Me Liberty!" is a prominent textbook and historical narrative authored by Eric Foner, a leading
historian with expertise in American history. First published in 2004, the book offers a comprehensive
account of the United States' journey toward liberty, democracy, and social transformation. The text is
widely adopted in academic settings, celebrated for its inclusive approach and in-depth analysis of

historical events, movements, and ideologies that shaped the nation.

Foner’s work stands out for its commitment to presenting multiple viewpoints, integrating the voices of
marginalized groups, and highlighting the complexity of American freedom. "Give Me Liberty!" is
structured chronologically, guiding readers from the colonial era through the present day. The book
provides detailed discussions on political, economic, and cultural developments, making it an essential

resource for students and scholars seeking a nuanced understanding of American history.

Historical Context and Author Background

Eric Foner: Renowned Historian

Eric Foner is a distinguished professor and historian specializing in the Civil War, Reconstruction, and
the concept of liberty in American history. His scholarship is marked by rigorous research, balanced
analysis, and a dedication to uncovering the stories of underrepresented groups. Foner’s academic

career includes numerous publications, awards, and contributions to public history education.

Historical Setting of "Give Me Liberty!"

"Give Me Liberty!" was developed in response to a growing demand for history texts that represent

diverse perspectives and address the complexities of American society. The book’s publication



coincided with renewed interest in civil rights, immigration, and social justice, reflecting the evolving
discourse around freedom and equality. Foner’s approach encourages readers to examine history
through critical analysis, questioning traditional narratives and considering the impact of historical

decisions on contemporary issues.

Major Themes in ""Give Me Liberty!"

Defining American Liberty

A central theme in "Give Me Liberty!" is the evolving definition of liberty throughout American history.
Foner explores how freedom has been interpreted differently across eras, communities, and political
movements. The book emphasizes that liberty is not a static concept; rather, it is contested and

shaped by ongoing social, economic, and cultural forces.

Inclusion and Diversity

"Give Me Liberty!" is recognized for its inclusive narrative, bringing attention to the roles of African
Americans, women, immigrants, and other marginalized groups. Foner’s analysis highlights how these
communities have influenced the nation’s development and struggled for recognition and rights. The
text challenges readers to consider whose stories are told and whose voices are missing in traditional

historical accounts.

Democracy and Citizenship

Foner’s book delves into the relationship between liberty, democracy, and citizenship. The expansion

of democratic ideals, debates over suffrage, and the ongoing struggle for civil rights are recurring



topics. By tracing the history of voting rights, civic participation, and political activism, "Give Me

Liberty!" illustrates the dynamic process of building an inclusive democracy.

Analysis of Freedom and Liberty

Interpreting Liberty Across Eras

"Give Me Liberty!" provides in-depth analysis of how the idea of freedom has changed over time. From
the American Revolution’s rallying cries to the abolition of slavery and the Civil Rights Movement,
Foner examines the ways in which liberty is claimed, defended, and expanded. The book encourages

readers to recognize that each era brings new challenges and opportunities for redefining freedom.

Economic and Social Dimensions of Liberty

Foner’s work emphasizes that liberty encompasses more than political rights; it includes economic
opportunity and social mobility. The analysis covers the impact of industrialization, labor movements,
and policies affecting workers, highlighting how economic structures influence the distribution of
freedom. The text also addresses issues such as poverty, inequality, and access to education as

crucial elements of liberty.

Key Factors Influencing American Liberty

» Legislative changes (e.g., constitutional amendments)

e Social movements (e.g., abolition, suffrage, civil rights)



¢ Immigration and cultural integration
¢ Economic transformations (e.g., industrialization, New Deal policies)

¢ International conflicts and foreign policy

Critical Reception and Impact

Academic Praise and Adoption

"Give Me Liberty!" has received widespread acclaim from educators, historians, and students for its
balanced approach and rigorous scholarship. The book is a staple in university and high school
classrooms, valued for its readability and comprehensive coverage. Reviewers commend Foner’s

ability to synthesize complex historical arguments and present them in an accessible manner.

Influence on Historical Scholarship

Foner’s analysis has contributed to a broader movement within historical scholarship that prioritizes
social history and the experiences of ordinary Americans. "Give Me Liberty!" has inspired further
research into themes of freedom, inequality, and the ongoing struggle for rights. The book’s influence

extends to public history projects, exhibitions, and curriculum development.

Key Insights from "Give Me Liberty!"



Understanding Historical Change

One of the major insights from "Give Me Liberty!" is the recognition that historical change is driven by
diverse actors and movements. Foner demonstrates that progress toward liberty often results from
grassroots activism, legislative reform, and shifting cultural norms. The book encourages readers to

appreciate the interconnectedness of events and the importance of collective action.

Relevance to Contemporary Issues

Foner’s analysis remains relevant to today’s debates over civil rights, immigration, and social justice.
By understanding the historical roots of these issues, readers are better equipped to engage with
current challenges and advocate for equitable solutions. "Give Me Liberty!" serves as a reminder that

the pursuit of freedom is ongoing and requires vigilance, empathy, and informed participation.

Conclusion

The analysis of "Give Me Liberty!" underscores the book’s significance as a foundational text for
exploring the history of American liberty. Through detailed examination of its themes, historical context,
and critical reception, readers gain a deeper understanding of how freedom is defined, contested, and
expanded. Eric Foner’s work continues to shape the study of American history, inviting reflection on
the enduring quest for liberty and equality. This comprehensive guide provides valuable insights for
anyone seeking to comprehend the complexities of American society and the forces that have shaped

its evolution.



Trending and Relevant Questions and Answers about give me

liberty analysis

Q: Who is the author of "Give Me Liberty!" and what is his historical
expertise?

A: The author is Eric Foner, a renowned historian specializing in the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the

history of American liberty and social change.

Q: What are the main themes explored in "Give Me Liberty!"?

A: The main themes include the evolving definition of liberty, inclusion and diversity, democracy and

citizenship, and the impact of social and economic factors on freedom.

Q: How does ""Give Me Liberty!" differ from traditional history

textbooks?

A: "Give Me Liberty!" is distinguished by its inclusive approach, integrating diverse perspectives and

highlighting the experiences of marginalized groups, which is less common in traditional textbooks.

Q: What historical periods does "Give Me Liberty!" cover?

A: The book covers American history from the colonial era to contemporary times, providing a

comprehensive chronological account of the nation's development.



Q: Why is "Give Me Liberty!" significant in academic settings?

A: It is widely used for its balanced analysis, accessibility, and thorough coverage of key events,

making it a valuable resource for students and educators.

Q: What role do social movements play in Foner's analysis of liberty?

A: Social movements are portrayed as essential drivers of historical change, influencing the expansion

of rights and the redefinition of freedom in America.

Q: How does the book address the concept of citizenship?

A: "Give Me Liberty!" explores the evolution of citizenship, suffrage, and civic participation,

emphasizing the ongoing struggle for inclusive democracy.

Q: What impact has "Give Me Liberty!" had on historical scholarship?

A: It has encouraged a shift toward social history, inspired research on freedom and inequality, and

influenced curriculum development in history education.

Q: What are some key factors that have shaped American liberty

according to Foner?

A: Legislative changes, social movements, immigration, economic transformation, and international

events are among the major factors discussed in the analysis.

Q: How is "Give Me Liberty!" relevant to current social and political



issues?

A: The historical insights offered in the book help readers understand contemporary debates on civil

rights, immigration, and social justice, highlighting the ongoing nature of the pursuit of liberty.
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give me liberty analysis: Give Me Liberty Martin Harry Greenberg, Mark Tier, 2003-01-01
WHEN IN THE COURSE OF FUTURE EVENTS ... Liberty is a recurring theme in science fiction.
Here's a volume of explorations of this theme, some even arguing that freedom can be best served
by doing away with government entirely. As Thomas Jefferson wrote, Eternal vigilance is the price of
liberty. And in the future, eternal vigilance against our own government will be even more important
than vigilance against hostile outsiders. A stellar roster of science fiction writers consider how a
government-free society could operate, how the Soviet Union might have fallen apart even earlier
because of an apparently harmless device, how a low-tech society might throw off the influence of
more advanced intruders, how the right to own weapons is fundamental to freedom, and much more.
In the future, liberty may be even more threatened than in our present¥and this volume suggests
very unusual ways of defending it.... At the publisher's request, this title is sold without DRM (Digital
Rights Management). Praise for Martin Harry Greenberg: Greenberg's choices are impeccable.
¥%.Booklist Provocative and well-planned. %Kirkus Reviews Sheer enjoyability. . . . A fine mix of
stories provokes everything from meditation to laughter. %Library Journal

give me liberty analysis: Give Me Liberty Christopher L Webber, 2014-10-15 Give me liberty,
demanded Patrick Henry, or give me death! Henry's words continue to echo in American history and
that quote, and the speech it comes from, remains one of the two or three known to almost every
American. The other speeches that have become part of our American collective consciousness all
have one theme in common: liberty. These feats of oration seem to trace the evolution of America's
definition of liberty, and to whom it applies. But what exactly is liberty?Give Me Liberty looks at
these great speeches and provides the historical context, focusing attention on particular individuals
who summed up the issues of their own day in words that have never been forgotten. Webber gleans
lessons from the past centuries that will allow us to continue to strive for the ideals of liberty in the
twenty-first century.

give me liberty analysis: Give Me Liberty David E. Hoffman, 2022-06-21 From the Pulitzer
Prize-winning Washington Post reporter David E. Hoffman comes the riveting biography of Oswaldo
Pay4, a dissident who dared to defy Fidel Castro, inspiring thousands of Cubans to fight for
democracy. Oswaldo Paya was seven years old when Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba, promising
to create a “free, democratic, and just Cuba.” But Castro instead created an authoritarian regime
with little tolerance of free speech or thought. His secret police were trained to crush dissent by
East Germany’s ruthless Stasi. Throughout Cuba’s 20th century history, the dream of democracy
was often just within reach, only to be dashed by dictatorship and revived again by a new
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generation. Paya inherited this dream and it became his life’s work. As a teenager in Communist
Cuba, he led a protest against the Soviet-led shattering of the Prague Spring. Before long, he was
sent to Castro’s forced labor camps. Paya later became a leading voice of opposition and formed a
pro-democracy movement. A devoted Catholic, he championed a simple, bedrock belief that rights
are bestowed by God, and not the state. Every day, he witnessed these rights trampled in Cuba. He
could not stay silent. Paya’s most daring challenge to the Cuban government was the Varela Project,
a one-page citizen petition demanding free speech, a free press, freedom of association, freedom of
belief, private enterprise, free elections and freedom for political prisoners. More than 35,000
people signed the Varela Project, an extraordinary outpouring of protest—with nothing more than
pen and paper—against Castro’s decades of despotism. The regime responded by ignoring the
petition, arresting dozens of Paya’s followers and sending them to prison for many years. After
receiving multiple death threats, Paya was killed in a suspicious car wreck on a remote country road.
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter David E. Hoffman returns with an epic portrait of a lone individual
who had the courage, faith, and persistence to struggle for democracy against an unforgiving
dictator. At its heart, Give Me Liberty is a sweeping account of one country’s tragic and continuing
struggle for its freedom.

give me liberty analysis: The Greatest Collection of all Time: Give Me Liberty: The Struggle for
Self-Government in Virginia by Patrick Henry and Selections from the Writings of Kierkegaard by
Soren Kierkegaard Patrick Henry, Sgren Kierkegaard, 2024-09-25 Experience the Power of Freedom
and Philosophical Insight: Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death by Patrick Henry & Selections from the
Writings of Kierkegaard by Sgren Kierkegaard Embark on a journey through the realms of liberty
and existential philosophy with this extraordinary 2 Ebook combo. From the impassioned words of
Patrick Henry to the profound insights of Sgren Kierkegaard, this collection offers a captivating
blend of political fervor and philosophical contemplation. Book 1: Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death
by Patrick Henry: A Call to Arms for Freedom. Step back in time to the American Revolutionary
period with Patrick Henry's iconic speech, Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death. In this stirring
address, Henry passionately argues for the colonists' right to freedom and independence from
British tyranny. With its bold rhetoric and unwavering commitment to liberty, Henry's speech
continues to inspire generations of freedom-loving individuals around the world. Book 2: Selections
from the Writings of Kierkegaard by Sgren Kierkegaard: Philosophical Reflections on Life and
Existence. Delve into the profound musings of existential philosopher Sgren Kierkegaard with this
selection of his writings. From the nature of faith and the individual's search for meaning to the
existential angst of modern life, Kierkegaard's insights continue to resonate with readers seeking to
understand the complexities of human existence. Through his penetrating analysis and
thought-provoking observations, Kierkegaard invites readers to embark on a journey of
self-discovery and philosophical inquiry. Prepare to be moved by the fervor of liberty and the depth
of philosophical insight within these literary treasures. Will you heed Patrick Henry's call to arms for
freedom, or ponder the existential questions raised by Kierkegaard? The choice is yours. Embark on
a Journey of Freedom and Philosophical Reflection! As you delve into the pages of this captivating 2
Ebook combo, consider this: Are you ready to explore the timeless ideals of liberty and the profound
depths of existential philosophy? Join Patrick Henry and Sgren Kierkegaard on a journey of freedom
and philosophical reflection, and discover the enduring truths that continue to shape the human
experience. Don't miss out on this extraordinary opportunity - Begin Your Journey of Liberty and
Existential Inquiry Today!

give me liberty analysis: Logic, Language, and Computation Martin Aher, Daniel Hole,
Emil Jerabek, Clemens Kupke, 2015-05-04 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the
10th International Thilisi Symposium on Logic, Language and Computation, ThiLLC 2013, held in
Gudauri, Georgia, in September 2013. The conference series is centered around the interaction
between logic, language and computation. The contributions represent these three fields and the
symposia aim to foster interaction between them. The book consists of 16 papers that were carefully
reviewed and selected from 26 submissions. Each paper has passed through a rigorous peer-review



process before being accepted for publication. The volume also contains two summaries of the
tutorials that took place at the symposium: the one on admissible rules and the one on the formal
semantics of aspectual meaning from a cross-linguistic perspective.

give me liberty analysis: English Grammar and Analysis Martha Buck, 1895

give me liberty analysis: Grammar and Composition Eliphalet Oram Lyte, 1886

give me liberty analysis: Give Me Liberty! , 1945 Special issue of Higgins dealers' and
salesmen's bulletin, covering the labor dispute between Higgins Industries and the American
Federation of Labor, the attempt of Higgins Industries to cancel its contract with AFL, and the
decision to liquidate Higgins Industries.

give me liberty analysis: Finding Freedom Emily Mofield, Tamra Stambaugh, 2021-09-09
Finding Freedom invites students to follow America's journey toward finding freedom by examining
multiple perspectives, conflicts, ideas, and challenges through seminal historical texts. This unit,
developed by Vanderbilt University's Programs for Talented Youth and aligned to the Common Core
State Standards (CCSS), features close readings of some of the most famous American political
speeches from notable Americans, presidents, and minority voices. To sharpen historical thinking,
students analyze arguments for freedom, examine dissenting perspectives, and reason through
multiple viewpoints of historical issues through debates and interactive activities. To develop
advanced literacy skills, students evaluate effective rhetorical appeals, claims, supporting evidence,
and techniques that advance arguments. Students synthesize their learning by comparing speeches
to each other, relating texts to contemporary issues of today, and making interdisciplinary
connections. Lessons include close readings with text-dependent questions, choice-based
differentiated products, rubrics, formative assessments, social studies content connections, and ELA
tasks that require argument and explanatory writing. Ideal for pre-AP and honors courses, the unit
features speeches from Patrick Henry, Frederick Douglass, Carrie Chapman Catt, and Presidents
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Lincoln, Kennedy, Johnson, George W. Bush, Obama, and others. Grades 6-8

give me liberty analysis: Debate and Critical Analysis Robert James Branham, 2013-10-16
Rather than approach debate primarily as a form of interscholastic competition, this unique book
identifies it as an activity that occurs in many settings: scientific conferences, newspaper op-ed
pages, classrooms, courts of law, and everyday domestic life. Debate is discussed as an integral part
of academic inquiry in all disciplines. As in all fields of study, various competing views are advanced
and supported; Debate and Critical Analysis is designed to better prepare the student to assess and
engage them. This text posits four characteristics of true debate -- argument development, clash,
extension, and perspective -- which form the basic structure of the book. Each concept or aspect of
argument covered is illustrated by an example drawn from contemporary or historical sources,
allowing the reader to actually see the techniques and strategies at work. All popular forms of
competitive debate, including policy, Lincoln-Douglas, value-oriented, and parliamentary, are
discussed in detail -- as embedded in the actual topical controversies with which they are concerned.
In this way, the student can learn the structures, reasoning processes, and strategies that may be
employed, as well as the practical affairs of debating, from brief-writing to the flowsheet.

give me liberty analysis: A Comparative Analysis of the Great American and Arab Novel Alen
Ontl, 2018-07-26 This book represents the first comparative reading of the Great Novel of American
and Arabic literature to date. The Great American Novel, that most elusive and frustrating of
concepts, ever-present in film and literary scholarship, has been an object of pursuit, inspiration and
contention for more than a century. By reviewing the most serious literary scholarship in the field,
this book identifies the work often recognized by critics as the quintessential American novel, the
work that best captures the different aspects of American society, and compares and contrasts it
with its counterpart in Arabic culture. Intended for both academics and serious readers of literature,
the book serves to establish a new trend in cross-cultural literary scholarship, in addition to opening
up new vistas for literary exploration in this politically charged field.

give me liberty analysis: Advanced Grammar and Composition Eliphalet Oram Lyte, 1899

give me liberty analysis: Analysis and Assessment, 1940-1979 Cary D. Wintz, 1996



Twenty-nine collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as
theater, beginning with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal Shakespeare
Company production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play: the love/friendship
debate.

give me liberty analysis: The Routledge Handbook of Critical Discourse Studies John
Flowerdew, John E. Richardson, 2017-07-06 The Routledge Handbook of Critical Discourse Studies
provides a state-of-the-art overview of the important and rapidly developing field of Critical
Discourse Studies (CDS). Forty-one chapters from leading international scholars cover the central
theories, concepts, contexts and applications of CDS and how they have developed, encompassing:
approaches analytical methods interdisciplinarity social divisions and power domains and media.
Including methodologies to assist those undertaking their own critical research of discourse, this
Handbook is key reading for all those engaged in the study and research of Critical Discourse
Analysis within English Language and Linguistics, Communication, Media Studies and related areas.

give me liberty analysis: Behavior Analysis Around the World Claudia Dalbert, 2020-10-28
Behaviour analysis has tradionally been one of the main areas and main approaches to psychology. It
is based on laboratory research and in conceptualizations from distinguished figures of the
discipline, such as Skinner, Pavlov, Mach, and even Watson and Thorndike. It has generated a
science (the experimental analysis of behaviour), a philosophy (behaviourism), and numerous
practical applications (applied behaviour analysis). For several decades it was even considered to be
the dominant paradigm in psychology. This special issue contains scientific articles in the main areas
of behaviour analysis, both as a laboratory science and as an applied discipline. It covers
representative research and applications of behaviour analysis at the beginning of the 21st century.
The authors come from countries including the United States, China, Mexico, Spain, Belgium,
France, Switzerland, Belgium, Colombia, Poland, Greece. This special issue is an indication of the
international relevance of this area of psychology, and its current state.

give me liberty analysis: Making Sense of Messages Mark Stoner, Sally J. Perkins, 2015-10-16
Using a developmental approach to the process of criticism, Making Sense of Messages serves as an
introduction to rhetorical criticism for communication majors. The text employs models of criticism
to offer pointed and reflective commentary on the thinking process used to apply theory to a
message. This developmental/apprenticeship approach helps students understand the thinking
process behind critical analysis and aids in critical writing.

give me liberty analysis: Summary of Breakneck Fortune Press, 2025-09-10 Book Summary:
Breakneck by Dan Wang China's Quest to Engineer the Future What does it take for a nation to
reinvent itself as the world’s next technological superpower? In Breakneck, China analyst Dan Wang
examines the country’s rapid transformation from factory-driven growth to innovation-led ambition,
revealing how China is racing to master advanced manufacturing, green energy, semiconductors,
and Al. This chapter-by-chapter summary unpacks Wang’s insights into the political strategies,
industrial policies, and cultural forces driving China’s push to “engineer the future.” From the
opportunities this creates to the challenges it poses for the global economy, the book explores how
China’s ambition is reshaping geopolitics, trade, and technology. Ideal for readers interested in
economics, policy, and global power shifts, this summary distills Wang’s sharp analysis into a clear,
accessible guide—helping you understand not just what China is doing, but why it matters for the
future of innovation worldwide. Disclaimer: This is an unofficial summary and analysis of Breakneck
by Dan Wang. It is intended to provide educational value and support comprehension of the original
work.

give me liberty analysis: Political Philosophy Dudley Knowles, 2006-04-21 This comprehensive
introduction to the major thinkers and topics in political philosophy explores the philosophical
traditions which continue to inform our political judgements. Dudley Knowles introduces the ideas of
key political thinkers including Hobbes, Locke, Marx and Mill and influential contemporary thinkers
such as Berlin, Rawls and Nozick. He outlines central problems in political philosophy and
encourages the reader to critically engage with all the issues discussed. The individual chapters



discuss and analyse: * utilitarianism * liberty * rights * justice * obligation * democracy Political
Philosophy is ideally suited to students taking introductory courses in political theory and
philosophy.

give me liberty analysis: Dynamics of the Changing Global Security Order Lorenzo Fiorito,
Nesrin Kenar, Senthan Selvarajah, 2023-10-16 Dynamics of the Changing Global Security Order:
Emerging Trends and Key Issues in Asia presents knowledge, insights and understanding of why and
how the US-led unipolar world order is shifting more in a multipolar direction. It demonstrates the
influence of power contests involving economic and military weaponry on this new development. It
reveals the impact this transformation will have on international security (and the challenges, crises
and risks that humanity faces).This volume systematically explores its hypothesis through newly
evolving theoretical positions - such as geoeconomics; socio-economic-political and cultural
implications; tensions at the national, regional, and global levels; as well as debates, trends, policies,
practices, and examples concerning power and international relations praxis.

give me liberty analysis: Identity Politics of the Captivity Narrative After 1848 Andrea
Tinnemeyer, 2006-01-01 Andrea Tinnemeyer's book examines the nineteenth-century captivity
narrative as a dynamic, complex genre that provided an ample medium for cultural critique, a
revision of race relations, and a means of elucidating the U.S.?Mexican War?s complex and often
contradictory significance in the national imagination. The captivity narrative, as Tinnemeyer shows,
addressed questions arising from the incorporation of residents in the newly annexed territory. This
genre transformed its heroine from the quintessential white virgin into the Mexican maiden in order
to quell anxieties over miscegenation, condone acts furthering Manifest Density, or otherwise
romanticize the land-grabbing nature of the war and of the opportunists who traveled to the
Southwest after 1848. Some of these narratives condone and even welcome interracial marriages
between Mexican women and Anglo-American men. By understanding marriage for love as an
expression of free will or as a declaration of independence, texts containing interracial marriages or
romanticizing the U.S.?Mexican War could politicize the nuptials and present the Anglo-American
husband as a hero and rescuer. This romanticizing of annexation and cross-border marriages tended
to feminize Mexico, making the country appear captive and in need of American rescue and
influencing the understanding of ?foreign? and ?domestic? by relocating geographic and racial
boundaries. In addition to examining more conventional notions of captivity, Tinnemeyer?s book
uses war song lyrics and legal cases to argue that ?captivity? is a multivalenced term encompassing
desire, identity formation, and variable definitions of citizenship.
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