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gary gross photography lawsuit has attracted significant attention within the
photography and legal communities due to the implications it holds for copyright
enforcement and intellectual property rights in the digital age. This lawsuit involves
allegations surrounding unauthorized use and distribution of photographic works credited to
renowned photographer Gary Gross. As digital media consumption and content sharing
continue to rise, cases like this highlight the challenges photographers face in protecting
their creative works against infringement. This article provides a detailed overview of the
background, legal arguments, key developments, and potential impacts of the gary gross
photography lawsuit. Additionally, it explores the broader context of intellectual property
rights, emphasizing the importance of legal protections for photographers. The following
sections will delve into the case specifics, legal framework, and industry implications to
offer a comprehensive understanding of this significant lawsuit.

Background of the Gary Gross Photography Lawsuit

Legal Issues and Claims

Key Developments and Court Proceedings

Impact on the Photography Industry

Intellectual Property Rights and Copyright Law

Lessons and Precautions for Photographers

Background of the Gary Gross Photography
Lawsuit
The gary gross photography lawsuit centers on allegations that Gary Gross’s copyrighted
photographs were used without proper authorization or licensing. Gary Gross, a veteran
photographer known for his celebrity portraits and editorial work, has built a substantial
portfolio that is widely recognized in the industry. The dispute arose when certain entities
or individuals reportedly reproduced or distributed his works without permission, prompting
legal action. Understanding the background provides essential context for the complexities
of copyright protection in photography.

Who is Gary Gross?
Gary Gross is a professional photographer with decades of experience capturing iconic
images, particularly in the entertainment sector. His work has been published in major
magazines and used in various commercial projects. Over the years, Gross has established



a reputation for his distinctive style and the high commercial value of his photographs,
making his portfolio a frequent target for copyright infringement.

Origins of the Lawsuit
The lawsuit originated when unauthorized uses of Gross’s photographs were identified on
several platforms and publications. These infringements allegedly involved the
reproduction, distribution, and display of his images without obtaining the necessary
licenses or consent. The plaintiff initiated the lawsuit to seek damages and enforce
copyright protections, signaling a firm stance against intellectual property violations.

Legal Issues and Claims
The gary gross photography lawsuit raises critical legal issues primarily related to copyright
infringement, fair use defenses, and damages assessment. The case explores how
copyright law applies to photographic works and the rights of creators to control and
monetize their intellectual property.

Copyright Infringement Allegations
The core claim in the lawsuit is that the defendants violated copyright law by using Gary
Gross’s photographs without authorization. Copyright infringement occurs when
copyrighted material is reproduced, distributed, performed, publicly displayed, or made into
derivative works without the copyright holder's permission. In this case, the unauthorized
use allegedly deprived Gross of rightful licensing revenue and control over his creative
output.

Defenses and Counterarguments
Defendants in such cases often raise defenses such as fair use, arguing that their use of the
photographs falls under permissible exceptions like commentary, criticism, or news
reporting. However, the applicability of fair use depends on factors including the purpose of
use, nature of the copyrighted work, amount used, and effect on the market. The gary
gross photography lawsuit scrutinizes these legal arguments to determine the legitimacy of
the infringement claims.

Claims for Damages and Remedies
The lawsuit seeks monetary compensation for losses incurred due to unauthorized use,
including statutory damages, actual damages, and profits earned from the infringement.
Additionally, injunctive relief may be pursued to prevent further unauthorized use. These
remedies aim to uphold the rights of photographers and deter future copyright violations.



Key Developments and Court Proceedings
The progression of the gary gross photography lawsuit involves multiple stages of legal
action, including filings, motions, hearings, and possible settlements. Monitoring these
developments sheds light on how courts interpret and enforce copyright protections in
photography cases.

Filing and Initial Pleadings
The lawsuit was formally filed in a federal court, initiating the legal process. Initial pleadings
outlined the allegations, parties involved, and legal basis for claims. These documents set
the tone for the subsequent litigation and frame the issues to be resolved.

Discovery and Evidence Gathering
During discovery, both parties exchange information and evidence relevant to the case.
This phase includes the collection of photographs, licensing agreements, communication
records, and expert testimony. The evidence gathered is critical for establishing
infringement and assessing damages.

Hearings and Motions
Court hearings address procedural and substantive matters, including motions to dismiss,
summary judgment requests, and evidentiary disputes. These hearings influence how the
case advances and may result in rulings that favor either the plaintiff or defendants.

Potential Settlement or Trial
Many copyright cases resolve through settlements before trial, allowing parties to negotiate
terms and avoid protracted litigation. If no settlement is reached, the case proceeds to trial,
where a judge or jury evaluates the evidence and renders a verdict.

Impact on the Photography Industry
The gary gross photography lawsuit has significant implications for photographers,
agencies, and digital platforms. It underscores the challenges of protecting visual content
and the importance of legal recourse in combating infringement.

Raising Awareness about Copyright Protection
This lawsuit highlights the need for photographers to actively monitor the use of their works
and enforce their rights. It raises awareness about the risks of unauthorized usage and the
potential consequences for infringers.



Influence on Licensing Practices
The case may encourage stricter licensing agreements and more comprehensive digital
rights management strategies. Photographers and agencies might adopt advanced
technologies to track and control the distribution of images.

Impact on Content Sharing Platforms
Online platforms hosting photographic content may face increased pressure to implement
robust copyright protection measures and promptly address infringement notices. The
lawsuit emphasizes the role of intermediaries in upholding intellectual property laws.

Intellectual Property Rights and Copyright Law
Understanding the legal framework underpinning the gary gross photography lawsuit
requires a review of intellectual property rights and relevant copyright statutes.

Copyright Basics for Photographers
Copyright grants creators exclusive rights to reproduce, distribute, display, and create
derivative works from their original creations. For photographers, copyright protection
begins automatically upon creation and fixation of the photograph.

Legal Protections and Limitations
While copyright provides strong protections, certain limitations such as fair use and
compulsory licenses exist. Photographers must navigate these legal boundaries to assert
their rights effectively.

Enforcement Mechanisms
Enforcement of copyright involves civil litigation, as illustrated by the gary gross
photography lawsuit, as well as administrative actions and alternative dispute resolution.
Legal remedies aim to compensate for infringement and prevent future violations.

Lessons and Precautions for Photographers
The gary gross photography lawsuit offers valuable insights for photographers seeking to
safeguard their work and avoid legal pitfalls.



Best Practices for Copyright Protection

Register photographs with the U.S. Copyright Office to enhance legal standing.

Use clear licensing agreements specifying permitted uses and restrictions.

Implement watermarking and digital fingerprinting technologies.

Monitor the internet and media for unauthorized use of images.

Seek legal counsel promptly upon detecting infringement.

Understanding Legal Rights and Obligations
Photographers should educate themselves on copyright law fundamentals and stay
informed about evolving legal precedents. Awareness of rights and obligations helps
prevent inadvertent violations and strengthens enforcement efforts.

Engaging with Legal Professionals
Consulting experienced intellectual property attorneys can assist in drafting contracts,
pursuing infringement claims, and negotiating settlements. Professional guidance is
essential in navigating complex copyright disputes effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Gary Gross in the context of photography?
Gary Gross is a professional photographer known for his work in celebrity and
entertainment photography.

What is the Gary Gross photography lawsuit about?
The Gary Gross photography lawsuit involves allegations related to copyright infringement
and unauthorized use of his photographic works.

When was the Gary Gross photography lawsuit filed?
The lawsuit was filed in recent years, with specific dates varying depending on the case,
but it gained notable attention around 2023.



What are the main claims made by Gary Gross in the
lawsuit?
Gary Gross claims that his copyrighted photographs were used without permission or
proper licensing, leading to financial and reputational damages.

Who are the defendants in the Gary Gross photography
lawsuit?
The defendants typically include media companies, websites, or individuals accused of
using Gary Gross's photographs without authorization.

What has been the outcome of the Gary Gross
photography lawsuit so far?
As of now, some cases have been settled out of court, while others are still pending, with
ongoing legal proceedings.

How has the Gary Gross photography lawsuit impacted
the photography industry?
The lawsuit has highlighted the importance of copyright enforcement and raised awareness
about protecting photographers' intellectual property rights in the digital age.

Additional Resources
1. The Legal Lens: Gary Gross and the Battle Over Photography Rights
This book delves into the high-profile lawsuit involving Gary Gross, exploring the
complexities of intellectual property law as it pertains to photography. It provides an in-
depth analysis of the legal challenges photographers face in protecting their work. Through
case studies and expert commentary, readers gain insight into the balance between artistic
freedom and legal protection.

2. Captured Moments, Contested Rights: The Gary Gross Photography Lawsuit
Focusing on the contentious court case surrounding Gary Gross, this book examines the
clash between creative expression and copyright enforcement. It narrates the events
leading to the lawsuit and discusses its implications for photographers and the broader
creative community. The book also offers practical advice for artists navigating legal
disputes.

3. Photography Under Fire: Intellectual Property and Gary Gross’s Legal Struggle
This title investigates the intersection of photography and intellectual property law through
the lens of Gary Gross’s lawsuit. Readers are introduced to the challenges photographers
encounter when their images are used without permission. The book highlights the
significance of legal protections in the evolving digital landscape.

4. Pixels and Precedents: The Gary Gross Case and Its Impact on Photography Law



An exploration of how the Gary Gross lawsuit set new precedents in photography-related
legal cases. The book provides a detailed account of the trial and its aftermath,
emphasizing the shifting dynamics of copyright enforcement. It serves as a valuable
resource for legal professionals and artists alike.

5. Shuttered Rights: The Fight for Photographer’s Ownership in the Gary Gross Litigation
This book tells the story of Gary Gross’s fight to maintain ownership of his photographic
works amidst legal challenges. It discusses the broader issues of ownership, licensing, and
fair use in the photography industry. The narrative is enriched with interviews and case law
analysis.

6. Visual Justice: Navigating Photography Lawsuits with Gary Gross’s Story
Using Gary Gross’s lawsuit as a case study, this book guides photographers through the
maze of legal hurdles in protecting their visual art. It breaks down complex legal
terminology and procedures into accessible language. The book also offers strategies for
preventing and responding to copyright infringement.

7. The Copyright Conundrum: Gary Gross and the Protection of Photographic Art
This title focuses on the challenges inherent in enforcing copyright for photographic art,
framed by the Gary Gross lawsuit. It explores the tension between public access to images
and the rights of creators. Readers learn about the evolving legal frameworks that aim to
safeguard artists’ work.

8. Behind the Frame: Gary Gross’s Legal Battle and the Ethics of Photography
This book examines not only the legal aspects but also the ethical questions raised by the
Gary Gross photography lawsuit. It discusses the responsibilities of photographers,
publishers, and consumers in respecting creative rights. Ethical dilemmas surrounding
image use and distribution are thoughtfully explored.

9. Defending the Image: Lessons from Gary Gross’s Photography Lawsuit
A practical guide that draws lessons from Gary Gross’s legal experience to help
photographers defend their work. The book covers legal fundamentals, documentation
techniques, and dispute resolution methods. It aims to empower artists to protect their
creative output confidently and effectively.
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  gary gross photography lawsuit: Uncensored Hollywood John Boldman, 2022-10-16
Uncensored Hollywood offers an eclectic mix of strange goings on in Tinseltown through the
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and weird facts about Hollywood in all eras. Get ready for an uncensored trawl through the history
of Hollywood!
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  gary gross photography lawsuit: The Law of Public Communication Kent R. Middleton,
William E. Lee, Daxton Stewart, 2016-07-07 The Law of Public Communication provides an overview
of media law that includes the most current legal developments today. It explains the laws affecting
the daily work of writers, broadcasters, advertisers, cable operators, Internet service providers,
public relations practitioners, photographers, bloggers, and other public communicators. Authors
Kent R. Middleton, William E. Lee, and Daxton R. Stewart take students through the basic legal
principles and methods of analysis that allow students to study and keep abreast of the rapidly
changing field of public communication. By providing statutes and cases in a cohesive manner that is
understandable, even to students studying law for the first time, the authors ensure that students
will acquire a firm grasp of the legal issues affecting the media. This 2017 Update brings the Ninth
Edition up to date with the most recent cases and examples affecting media professionals and public
communicators.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: New York Magazine , 1989-08-07 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: The Law of Public Communication William E. Lee, Daxton R.
Stewart, Jonathan Peters, 2019-07-06 Updated to reflect new developments through 2019, the tenth
edition of The Law of Public Communication provides an overview of communication and media law
that includes the most current legal developments. It explains the laws affecting the daily work of
writers, broadcasters, PR practitioners, photographers, and other public communicators. By
providing statutes and cases in an accessible manner, even to students studying law for the first
time, the authors ensure that students will acquire a firm grasp of the legal issues affecting the
media. This new edition features color photos, as well as breakout boxes that apply the book’s
principles to daily life. The new case studies discussed often reflect new technologies and
professional practices, including hot topics such as cyber bullying, drones, government surveillance,
campaign financing, advertising, and digital libel. The Law of Public Communication is an ideal core
textbook for undergraduate and graduate courses in communication law and mass media law. A
downloadable test bank is available for instructors at www.routledge.com/9780367353094.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Media and Entertainment Law Ursula Smartt, 2011-04-19
Media and Entertainment Law presents a contemporary analysis of the law relating to the media and
entertainment industry both in terms of its practical application and its theoretical framework.
Looking at key aspects such as TV and radio broadcasting, the print press, the music industry, online
news and entertainment and social networking sites, this textbook provides students with detailed
coverage of the key principles, cases and legislation as well as a critical analysis of regulatory bodies
such as the Press Complaints Commission and OFCOM. Media and Entertainment Law is also the
first book to discuss superinjunctions and the phone-hacking scandal involving News of the World.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Unfolding the Cards Ian Damerell, 2015-03-03 These essays
attempt to confront the effect of years of postmodernity and its promotion of individuality at the cost
of solidarity and communal spirit. In the wake of this it suggests possible frameworks for an art
study that restores a certain focus on communal spirit. It proposes, too, that art study’s fragile
position in contemporary society is a consequence of over-commercialisation and its resultant
surface values. Consumerist and corporate ideology encourage the consumer/individual’s
self-realisation, seemingly divorced from communal interests. Within this isolation lies the potential
breakdown of ethics. Therefore, I dream of a kinder society, i.e. one where we are engaged in
realising the community, as its citizens. This is not blind obedience, but in a spirit of contributing to
a whole (society). More specifically, it means allowing and, to a degree, maintaining art study, as a
sphere of possibilities for budding citizen artists. It is envisaging art study as a discursive arena, and
creating an academic space that allows for art’s main contribution - the dislodging of the so-called



proper – i.e. entrenched doctrine. I believe that art study can contribute to the improving of society,
in the main, because art enacts a different sharing of the sensible.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Private Pictures Janina Struk, 2020-09-14 Snapshots taken
by American soldiers of Iraqi prisoners stripped naked, humiliated and tortured shocked the world in
2004 and more have followed from the conflict in Afghanistan, but whether the public have been
horrified by the soldiers' conduct or the fact they have taken pictures has not been clear. In fact, as
this remarkable book reveals and relates, soldiers have taken photographs of war and its atrocities
for more than 100 years. But their pictures are private, intended mainly for the soldiers themselves,
as mementoes or as attempts to make sense of the chaos, brutality and boredom of war. They can be
gruesome or sociable, shocking or mundane and they are seldom regarded as serious contributions
to a visual culture of war, which since 1939 has been dominated by professional war photography.
But with the 21st-century shift to simple digital photography, transmission by the internet available
to all, and a new 'citizen journalism', soldiers' pictures are acquiring a new resonance.Private
Pictures traces this unacknowledged genre of photography from the origins of popular photography
in the Boer War through to the present day; it discusses how the images have been used and it asks:
what effect might the wider appreciation of soldiers' pictures have on the popular perception of war?
  gary gross photography lawsuit: American Photographer , 1987
  gary gross photography lawsuit: New York Magazine , 1989-08-07 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Handling the Business Emergency Thomas E. Patterson,
2009
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Educational Environments No. 2 Roger Yee, 2005 A new
direction is being created in the design and architecture of educational spaces. This full colour book
showcases over 100 projects featuring the most creative and innovative projects done in the field of
education. The programming, planning and design of educational facilities including public and
private primary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, as well as libraries, corporate
training facilities, convention centres, and daycare centres are featured. Educational Environments
No. 2 illustrates how today, s best educational projects are exceptionally functional, economical,
energy conserving, and easily maintained, while at the same time being both adaptable and
appealing
  gary gross photography lawsuit: University of Miami Entertainment & Sports Law
Review , 1993
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Exploring Public Relations Ralph Tench, Liz Yeomans,
2006 This definitive academic Public Relations text introduces PR and its role within the
organisation. A comprehensive text, Exploring Public Relations not only covers traditional academic
PR theory, but also explores contemporary ideas. Divided into four key areas, the book covers: 1)
The Context of PR 2) The Concepts of PR 3) PR Specialisms 4) PR in the public and private sector
This book is written for both undergraduate and postgraduate students working towards a Public
Relations degree. It is also appropriate for those studying PR as part of a Marketing, Media or
Communications degree.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Banished G. Cledwyn Jenkins, 2020-08-01 Banished is
dedicated to sex offender research, and its issues regarding society, mental health, and the law
equally. It focuses on this problem in cultural, legal and scientific terms, specifically from the clinical
point-of-view, though it is written for the general public. It offers an up-to-date and all-inclusive look
into the mind and habits of the pedophile and child molester. This book offers current research into
one of the most controversial subjects in society to date, discussing topics of mental illness and
various psychological disorders, the law and how this problem is legally dealt with. It focuses on this



problem in cultural, legal and scientific terms that are readily comprehensible, both from the clinical
standpoint and the layman’s point-of-view. The book offers a detailed review of the sex offender; the
pedophile and the child molester, and directly explores his thinking processes, reasoning and related
issues that offer a clear and concise exposé in these most hated people. In addition to covering the
adult offender, this work also exemplifies the thought processes of child and adolescent offenders in
order to offer cues for parents and educators of possible abuse or illicit behavior. Through direct
examples of client art, case histories and offender testimonies, the book’s purpose will surely
educate, as well as in purposing methods for positive change in the process. The research and
findings are based on a journalistic foundation, as well as from an experiential point-of-view, where
the author had worked with and had interviewed the subjects exemplified in the case studies section
directly. One could view this book as a documentary in text form to that of a simple scientific
assessment or exposé. Some examples; such as statistical data and related state and government
laws, national and international legal information, as well as properly devised case study examples
are utilized to help illustrate the intent of the book’s overall purpose. Moreover, because there are
sections regarding internet deviancy and its major influence on the human psyche, and that these
sections offer raw information, the reader should be aware of the content and the reasoning for
using it. It is done so to educate and to hopefully illustrate the realities of this global problem. In
addition to a selection of thoroughly researched interviews with said offenders, in the form of case
studies reminiscent to the current style of the American Psychological Association (APA) formats, I
also highlight a selection of documented artwork, specifically by children and young adults while
working as a therapist in various hospitals. This section may serve as an alert for parents and
educators for possible cues of sexual abuse in or outside of the home, but such will also illustrate the
sheer potency sexual abuse can cause upon its victims, and how it will be viewed from their
unconscious psyche and conscious viewpoints.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Everyday Law for Actors Robert Woods, 2021-07-15
Everyday Law for Actors is a resource and reference book, providing both professional working
actors, and those who aspire to be, with clear, easy-to-read information about the everyday laws they
need to know. The book is intended for actors just starting out, for those who have been making a
living at acting for a long time, and for every actor in between. All actors can benefit from knowing
more about the everyday law that affects their trade. Even well-established stars with a full team of
lawyers, agents, managers, and business managers will still find this book useful because they can
learn all about that legalese and business mumbo jumbo that maybe they never fully understood.
Everyday Law for Actors features short chapters, numerous examples of legal principles in plain,
understandable language, practical explanations about contract provisions and how to negotiate
them, and useful and concise information about actors' unions, working with agents and managers,
employment laws, landlord-tenant laws, and more. Actors are artists. But actors must also be smart
business people. They don’t call it show business for nothing. With this book in hand, actors will be
much better prepared to work the business side of show business, and will have easy reference in
one manageable volume to the wide variety of legal information they need to advance their careers.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Media Law Reporter , 1984
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Communication Law in America Paul Siegel, 2011-05-16
Updated with fresh examples throughout, the extensively illustrated third edition of Paul Siegel's
Communication Law in America is a comprehensive, easy-to-follow overview of the complicated ways
in which U.S. law determines who may say what to (and about) whom. Beginning with a clear
explanation of the structure and history of the U.S. legal system, Siegel looks at how and why this
country has come to place value on the freedom of speech, perhaps above other,
sometimes_competing freedoms. He covers the key legal concerns affecting media today, including
First Amendment principles, common laws, constitutional considerations, libel laws, invasion of
privacy, copyright and trademark, access to government information, covering the judiciary,
protecting news sources, advertising, sexual messages and obscenity laws, broadcast regulations,
the Internet, and more.



  gary gross photography lawsuit: The Law of Public Communication, 11th Edition William
E. Lee, Daxton Stewart, Jonathan Peters, 2020-07-20 The eleventh edition of this classic textbook
provides an overview of communication and media law that includes the most current legal
developments. It explains the laws affecting the daily work of writers, broadcasters, PR
practitioners, photographers and other public communicators. By providing statutes and cases in an
accessible manner, even to students studying law for the first time, the authors ensure that students
will acquire a firm grasp of the legal issues affecting the media. This new edition features
discussions of hot topics such as the prosecution of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange for Espionage
Act violations, the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Iancu v. Brunetti addressing the registration of
offensive trademarks, revenge porn, FTC guidelines on social media influencers and efforts by social
media platforms to develop coherent approaches to misinformation. The Law of Public
Communication is an ideal core textbook for undergraduate and graduate courses in communication
law and mass media law. A downloadable test bank is available for instructors at
www.routledge.com/9780367476793.
  gary gross photography lawsuit: The Publishers Weekly , 1982
  gary gross photography lawsuit: Art Boozel Jennifer Croll, 2021-08-03 Raise a glass to the
world's most exciting modern and contemporary artists in this inspired cocktail book with over 50
tribute recipes. Go on a boozy tour of art history with this collection of recipes for over 50 expertly
crafted cocktails, each one a unique creation inspired by its namesake artist. Unwind with a
refreshing tequila-watermelon Frida Kahlo. Spark some inspiration while sipping on a Salvador Dalí.
Or mix it up with a colorfully sweet Yayoi Kusama. From painters to sculptors, photographers, and
more, each artist profiled has a cocktail recipe that draws deeply from their life and work. Both art
lovers and cocktail enthusiasts alike will love pouring over this collection of engaging stories and
unique recipes. Inventive and deliciously fun, ART BOOZEL will give you a new appreciation for each
of these inspiring artists. INVENTIVE & FUN RECIPES: Each of these recipes draws from elements
of the artist's life and work in colorful ways that any cocktail enthusiast will enjoy; think tomato
garnishes in the Andy Warhol, golden turmeric in the Gustav Klimt, and flower syrup in the Georgia
O'Keeffe. BESTSELLING TEAM: Jennifer Croll and Kelly Shami, the author and illustrator who
brought you the wildly popular FREE THE TIPPLE, are back to deliver more of the colorful cocktail
recipes and lush illustration that everyone loves. PERFECT FOR ART LOVERS: Any level of art
appreciator will enjoy pouring over the diverse biographies and engaging portraits, and will love
creating drinks inspired by their favorite modern and contemporary artists. Perfect for: mixology
enthusiasts; art and art history lovers; museum and gallery visitors, especially visitors to SFMOMA,
MoMA, and LACMA; readers of Punch, Bon Appétit, Saveur.
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