freemasonry symbols meaning

freemasonry symbols meaning plays a crucial role in understanding the rich traditions and values
embedded within the Freemasonry fraternity. These symbols have been used for centuries to convey
moral lessons, philosophical truths, and codes of conduct essential to Masonic teachings. Each
symbol carries a depth of meaning that reflects the principles of brotherhood, ethics, spirituality,
and personal growth. This article explores some of the most prominent Freemasonry symbols,
decoding their significance and revealing how they contribute to the moral and philosophical
framework of the organization. By examining these symbols, readers can gain insight into the
esoteric language of Freemasonry and appreciate its historical and cultural influence. Below is a
comprehensive overview of the key symbols and their meanings.

e The Square and Compasses
e The Letter “G”

e The All-Seeing Eye

e The Apron

e The Pillars

e The Trowel

e The Level and Plumb Rule

e The Mosaic Pavement

The Square and Compasses

The Square and Compasses is arguably the most recognizable symbol associated with Freemasonry.
It is often depicted with a square tool positioned below a pair of compasses. This emblem is imbued
with profound meaning related to morality, virtue, and self-improvement.

Symbolism of the Square

The square represents morality, truth, and honesty. It reminds Freemasons to “square” their actions
by the principles of fairness and integrity. The square also serves as a metaphor for the foundation
upon which a Mason builds their character.



Symbolism of the Compasses

The compasses signify the importance of self-control and the boundaries one must maintain in life.
They symbolize the ability to circumscribe desires and passions within due limits, promoting balance
and discipline.

Combined Meaning

Together, the Square and Compasses illustrate the harmony between moral conduct and spiritual
boundaries. This symbol is a constant reminder to uphold ethical standards while fostering personal
growth and enlightenment.

The Letter “G”

The letter “G” often appears within or near the Square and Compasses. It holds multiple
interpretations within Freemasonry, each emphasizing core values and beliefs.

God or Great Architect of the Universe

One primary meaning of the letter “G” is to represent God or the Great Architect of the Universe,
acknowledging a higher power overseeing creation and order. This reflects the spiritual foundation
of Freemasonry, which encourages faith and reverence.

Geometry

Another interpretation links “G” to Geometry, a science highly esteemed in Freemasonry for its role
in architecture and the understanding of the universe’s structure. Geometry symbolizes the pursuit
of knowledge and the order underlying all existence.

The All-Seeing Eye

The All-Seeing Eye is a symbol depicting an eye enclosed within a triangle, often radiating light. It
embodies divine omniscience and the watchfulness of a higher power.

Symbol of Divine Watchfulness

This eye signifies the belief that a supreme being observes all actions and thoughts, reinforcing
accountability and moral responsibility among Freemasons.



Enlightenment and Truth

Additionally, the All-Seeing Eye represents enlightenment, insight, and the quest for truth. It
encourages members to seek knowledge beyond the superficial and to live with awareness and
integrity.

The Apron

The Apron is a distinctive piece of regalia worn by Freemasons during meetings and ceremonies. It
is one of the oldest symbols within the fraternity and holds significant meaning.

Symbol of Purity and Labor

The apron symbolizes purity of life and conduct, serving as a reminder to maintain honesty and
moral rectitude. It also represents the labor of Freemasons, reflecting the operative roots of the
organization in stonemasonry and craftsmanship.

Ranks and Degrees

Different styles and decorations on the apron indicate various ranks and degrees within
Freemasonry. The apron thus acts as a visual representation of a Mason’s progress and
achievements.

The Pillars

Two prominent pillars are commonly depicted in Masonic symbolism, often named Boaz and Jachin.
These pillars have deep biblical and architectural significance.

Strength and Establishment

Boaz symbolizes strength, while Jachin represents establishment or stability. Together, they signify
the balance between power and support, essential qualities for building both physical structures and
moral character.

Entrance to the Temple

These pillars are also associated with the entrance to King Solomon’s Temple, linking Freemasonry
to ancient wisdom and sacred architecture.



The Trowel

The Trowel is a tool used by stonemasons to spread mortar, and in Freemasonry, it carries symbolic
meaning related to unity and brotherhood.

Spreading the Cement of Brotherhood

The trowel represents the spreading of the cement that binds members together in friendship and
harmony. It encourages Freemasons to foster unity, peace, and cooperation among themselves and
within society.

The Level and Plumb Rule

The Level and Plumb Rule are fundamental tools in masonry that have been adopted as symbolic
instruments within Freemasonry teachings.

The Level

The Level symbolizes equality and fairness, reminding members that all men are equal and should
be treated with impartiality and respect, regardless of social status.

The Plumb Rule

The Plumb Rule represents uprightness and rectitude, encouraging Masons to live upright lives,
adhering strictly to moral and ethical principles.

The Mosaic Pavement

The Mosaic Pavement is a tiled floor pattern found in Masonic lodges, consisting of black and white
squares arranged alternately.

Symbol of Life’s Dualities

This pattern symbolizes the dual nature of human existence, such as good and evil, light and
darkness, joy and sorrow. It serves as a reminder of the contrasts and balance that form the human
experience.

Path of Moral Choices

The Mosaic Pavement also represents the path Freemasons must navigate, making conscious moral
choices throughout life to maintain harmony and righteousness.



Key Freemasonry Symbols Summary

e Square and Compasses: Morality and self-restraint

e Letter “G”: God and Geometry

¢ All-Seeing Eye: Divine watchfulness and enlightenment
e Apron: Purity and labor

e Pillars: Strength and stability

e Trowel: Brotherhood and unity

e Level: Equality

e Plumb Rule: Uprightness

e Mosaic Pavement: Life’s dualities and moral choices

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the square and compasses symbol in
Freemasonry?

The square and compasses are the most recognizable symbols of Freemasonry. The square
represents morality and the importance of acting 'squarely’ with others, while the compasses
symbolize the ability to draw boundaries and keep passions within due limits.

Why is the letter 'G' often found in Freemasonry symbols?

The letter 'G' in Freemasonry commonly stands for both 'God' and 'Geometry.' It reflects the belief in
a Supreme Being and the importance of geometry as a foundational science in building and
understanding the universe.

What does the all-seeing eye represent in Freemasonry?

The all-seeing eye, often called the Eye of Providence, symbolizes the watchful eye of the Supreme
Being observing the thoughts and deeds of humanity, reminding Masons to live with integrity and
honesty.

What is the significance of the apron in Freemasonry?

The apron symbolizes purity and the dedication to upright conduct. Historically, it reflects the
working apron worn by stonemasons, representing labor, skill, and the ethical standards Masons



aspire to uphold.

What does the level symbolize in Masonic teachings?

The level symbolizes equality and fairness. It reminds Masons that all people are equal in the eyes of
the Supreme Being and encourages treating others with justice and respect.

What is the meaning behind the plumb rule in Freemasonry?

The plumb rule represents uprightness and moral rectitude. It encourages Masons to live their lives
honestly and stand 'plumb’ or straight in their actions and decisions.

Why is the trowel an important Masonic symbol?

The trowel symbolizes the spreading of brotherly love and unity. Just as a trowel spreads mortar to
bind stones together, it represents the efforts to promote harmony and fellowship among Masons.

What does the beehive symbolize in Freemasonry?

The beehive represents industry, cooperation, and the importance of working diligently for the
common good. It reflects the values of hard work and collective effort within the Masonic
community.

Additional Resources

1. The Secret Language of Freemasonry: Decoding the Symbols, Rituals, and Ceremonies

This book explores the rich symbolism embedded in Freemasonry, offering readers a detailed
interpretation of its signs, rituals, and ceremonies. It provides historical context that helps demystify
the secretive nature of the fraternity. Ideal for both novices and seasoned Freemasons, it reveals the
deeper meanings behind common symbols such as the square and compass.

2. Symbols of Freemasonry: An Illustrated Guide to Their Meaning

Featuring over 300 illustrations, this guide serves as a comprehensive visual resource for
understanding Masonic symbols. The author breaks down complex imagery into accessible
explanations, revealing the philosophical and moral lessons conveyed. It is an essential reference for
those interested in the iconography of Freemasonry.

3. The Meaning of Masonry

Written by W.L. Wilmshurst, this classic text delves into the spiritual and symbolic aspects of
Freemasonry. It emphasizes the allegorical nature of Masonic rituals and the transformative journey
of the initiate. The book offers profound insights into how symbols serve as tools for personal
development and enlightenment.

4. Masonic Symbolism in Ritual and Art

This book examines how symbols are used within Masonic rituals and artistic expressions. It
explores the historical origins and evolution of key symbols and their impact on Masonic teachings.
Readers gain an understanding of how symbolism bridges the material and spiritual worlds in
Freemasonry.



5. The Freemason’s Guide and Compendium

A comprehensive handbook that covers a wide range of Masonic subjects, including the meanings
behind symbols and emblems. It provides practical guidance for members seeking to deepen their
knowledge of the fraternity’s iconography. The book also includes explanations of ritualistic tools

and their symbolic significance.

6. Freemasonry: Symbols, Secrets, Significance

This work offers an in-depth analysis of the symbols used by Freemasons and their significance
within the broader context of secret societies. It discusses the philosophical, historical, and cultural
backgrounds of these symbols. The book is well-suited for readers interested in the esoteric
dimensions of Freemasonry.

7. The Hidden Meaning of Freemasonry

Focusing on the allegories and metaphors found in Masonic symbolism, this book seeks to uncover
the hidden wisdom taught through emblematic figures. It explains how each symbol relates to moral
and ethical lessons, making the teachings more accessible to modern readers. This text encourages
personal reflection and spiritual growth.

8. Freemasonry and Its Symbols

An introductory book that explains the origins and meanings of common Masonic symbols. It
discusses how these symbols are incorporated into Masonic rituals and architecture. The book is a
useful starting point for anyone curious about the fraternity’s symbolic language.

9. The Craft and Its Symbols: A Journey Through Freemasonry

This narrative-driven book takes readers on a journey through the symbolic landscape of
Freemasonry, blending history, philosophy, and art. It highlights how symbols function as teaching
tools and connectors between members. The book offers a holistic view of Freemasonry’s rich
symbolic tradition.
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freemasonry symbols meaning: The Lost Key Prentiss Tucker, 1999-10 Symbols play a big
part in our lives, but we often miss their full meaning. A book for Freemasons, and explains the
meaning of their symbols. Masons are members of a longstanding fraternal order that functions as a
mystical brotherhood. A number of rituals are performed as one progresses up the ranks, usually in
the form of an initiation. Often times Masons may not fully understand the true purpose of the
initiation. This book covers the symbols found within the first three degrees of Freemasonry, making
it an excellent guidebook for the beginning Mason, and offers a more complete understanding for
those who oversee their rituals.
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organization, explaining all things mysterioud from its elaborate rituals and cryptic rites, to its
curious symbols and their meanings. Brought to you by the author of Freemasons For Dummies,
readers will get the inside scoop on what goes on in a Masonic meeting, what's behind that secret
hand shake, and why Masons wear aprons. You'll understand the true purposes of Masonic secrecy
and philosophy and discover related organizations like the Knights Templar, the Scottish Rite, and
other York Rite Bodies. Explore the controversies and conspiracy theories that swirl around this
organization and discover the cool Masonic sites at the center of Dan Brown's bestselling novel The
Lost Symbol.

freemasonry symbols meaning: Interpreting Masonic Ritual Oscar Patterson III,
2016-11-28 Interpreting Masonic Ritual endeavors to addresses the depth of the ritualistic
experience through a discussion of what ritual means to man as well as what man means to ritual.
Ritual teaches us about reality but we will not come to a full understanding of it if we disparage
what others do and view their actions from a position of pseudo-intellectual or cultural superiority.
Ritual is the core of Freemasonry and is that thing which sets it apart from so many organizations. It
is the key to the Freemason’s “secrets” and the manner through which they transmit our “beautiful
system of morality.” It is something to be treasured, maintained, taught, elevated, evaluated, and,
above, reinforced through proper performance, decorum, and setting.

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Symbolism of Freemasonry Albert Gallatin Mackey, 1869

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Symbolism of Freemasonry Albert Mackey, 2020-12-08
In The Symbolism of Freemasonry, Albert Mackey delves into the intricate tapestry of symbols that
underpin Freemasonry, offering a comprehensive exploration of its philosophical, historical, and
cultural dimensions. With a meticulous analysis marked by clarity and depth, Mackey employs a
scholarly tone to elucidate the allegorical meanings embedded in Masonic rites and rituals. This
work not only draws from classical scholarship and historical texts but also engages with the
contemporary understanding of symbolism, situating Freemasonry within the broader context of
esoteric and religious traditions, thereby making it a foundational text for both scholars and Masons
alike. Albert Mackey (1807-1881) was a prominent Masonic scholar and physician, heavily invested
in the study of Freemasonry's origins and significance. His extensive involvement in the Masonic
community and commitment to understanding its moral and philosophical underpinnings led him to
write this seminal work. Mackey'Ads expertise is reflected in his ability to synthesize various
historical perspectives and cultural interpretations, demonstrating his deep respect for the values
and teachings of the Masonic order. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in the
rich lore of Freemasonry, providing invaluable insights for both practitioners and those examining
the symbolism within a historical context. Mackey's meticulous scholarship will enhance the reader's
understanding of Masonic principles, making it a vital addition to the library of anyone intrigued by
the profound implications of symbolism in society.

freemasonry symbols meaning: Freemasonry Chalmers Izett Paton, 1873

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Symbolism of Freemasonry: Illustrating and
Explaining Its Science and Philosophy, Etc Albert Gallatin MACKEY, 1869

freemasonry symbols meaning: Freemasons For Dummies Christopher Hodapp, 2011-03-03
Fascinated by Freemasons? Freemasons For Dummies is the internationally best-selling introduction
to the Masons, the oldest and largest secret society in the world. This balanced, eye-opening guide
demystifies Freemasonry, explaining everything from its elaborate rituals and cryptic rites, to its
curious symbols and their meanings. Find out what goes on in a Masonic meeting. You'll understand
the true purposes of Masonic secrecy and philosophy, meet famous Masons throughout history, and
discover related organizations like the Knights Templar, the Scottish Rite, Order of the Eastern Star,
and the Shriners. Explore the controversies and conspiracy theories that swirl around this
organization at the center of Dan Brown's novel The Lost Symbol, and discover the changes coming
to the Craft.

freemasonry symbols meaning: Behold a White Horse Cisco Wheeler, 2009 My people are
destroyed for lack of Knowledge (Hosea 4:6). This book is not meant for those who refuse to step out



of their box, but instead cling onto their blinders, believing that the world is exactly as they have
always been taught it is. Rather, it is specially written for those who discern that things are not
exactly as they seem, and are dedicated to the pursuit of truth and knowledge. For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places(Ephesians 6:12). Behold a White Horse is a
roller coaster ride engaged in a myriad of related topics. The reader will be taken all the way back to
ancient Babylon - the foundation of all secret societies, and continue on through Egypt and Rome.
Other topics covered are ceremonial magick, kundalini power and evil spirits, the Talmud, Kabbalah,
the apostasy of the Christian church today, alchemy, Papal Rome and the Catholic church, false
prophets of the world, televangelists - wolves in sheep's clothing, & pagans in the pulpit. Who
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the creator,
who is blessed forever. Amen (Romans 1:25) This work is spiritually based, using many scriptures. It
is the prayer of the author that through careful reading of these pages, the reader can connect the
dots into a whole new level of discernment to help guard against demon traps and the many devices
of Satan. Knowledge is power and the truth really does set you free.

freemasonry symbols meaning: The History of Freemasonry: Its Antiquities, Symbols,
Constitutions, Customs, etc. : Vol. III Robert Freke Gould, 2021-02-09

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Symbolism of Freemasonry Albert G. Mackey,
2013-10-24 Of the various modes of communicating instruction to the uninformed, the masonic
student is particularly interested in two; namely, the instruction by legends and that by symbols. It is
to these two, almost exclusively, that he is indebted for all that he knows, and for all that he can
know, of the philosophic system which is taught in the institution. All its mysteries and its dogmas,
which constitute its philosophy, are intrusted for communication to the neophyte, sometimes to one,
sometimes to the other of these two methods of instruction, and sometimes to both of them
combined. The Freemason has no way of reaching any of the esoteric teachings of the Order except
through the medium of a legend or a symbol. Contents: Preface. I. Preliminary. II. The Noachidee. III.
The Primitive Freemasonry of Antiquity. IV. The Spurious Freemasonry of Antiquity. V. The Ancient
Mysteries. VI. The Dionysiac Artificers. VII. The Union of Speculative and Operative Masonry at the
Temple of Solomon. VIII. The Travelling Freemasons of the Middle Ages. IX. Disseverance of the
Operative Element. X. The System of Symbolic Instuction. XI. The Speculative Science and the
Operative Art. XII. He Symbolism of Solomon'S Temple. XIII. The Form of the Lodge. XIV. The
Officers of a Lodge. XV. The Point Within a Circle. XVI. The Covering of the Lodge. XVII. Ritualistic
Symbolism. XVIII. The Rite of Discalceation. XIX. The Rite of Investiture. XX. The Symbolism of the
Gloves. XXI. The Rite of Circumambulation. XXII. The Rite of Intrusting, and the Symbolism of Light.
XXIII. Symbolism of the Corner-Stone. XXIV. The Ineffable Name. XXV. The Legends of
Freemasonry. XXVI. The Legend of the Winding Stairs. XXVII. The Legend of the Third Degree.
XXVIII. The Sprig of Acacia. XXIX. The Symbolism of Labor. XXX. The Stone of Foundation.216 XXXI.

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Secret Power of Masonic Symbols Robert Lomas,
2011-10-01 An illustrated guide to ancient Masonic symbols and how they have shaped our world
throughout history. For more than five hundred years, the symbology of Freemasonry has fostered a
secret stream of radical ideas running just beneath the surface of popular culture today. These
ideas, illuminated by public symbols hidden in full view, have influenced and shaped the society we
have today. Despite this ongoing record of inspiration, no illustrated guidebook to the basic ideas of
Masonic Symbology has even been published and the story remains mysterious—until now. This
authoritative guide reveals how this symbology has been the backdrop to key historical events in the
history of humanity from ancient times and how, in more recent times, inspired leaders have
harnessed the symbols’ power to bring about change in society. Renowned Freemasonry historian
Dr. Robert Lomas takes you inside the Secret Order and shows you how Entered Apprentices first
learn their craft, and how continual exposure to these mystical symbols can change the way you
think. You’ll explore the six mysterious Tracing Boards that are at the heart of every Masonic Grand
Lodge, ending with the final, most mystical symbol, known as “the Centre.” Let The Secret Power of



Masonic Symbols be your personal guide and show you how these symbols have made their indelible
mark on the past, and how they will continue to influence society in the future.

freemasonry symbols meaning: Cracking the Freemason's Code Robert Cooper,
2011-05-31 In Cracking the Freemason's Code, Robert Cooper explains exactly who the Freemasons
are and what they do. As the Curator of the Scottish Masonic Museum and Library, the author is in a
unique position to reveal the secret history of this elect brotherhood. Prompted by growing public
interest and provoked by the controversial stories that circulate about Freemasonry, this is the first
time that he has chosen to do so. Cracking the Freemason's Code is written with an insider's
knowledge and privileged access to archive material, including never-before published images. It
lays bare the intriguing symbolism, beliefs and history of the Masons, and explains the structure of
Freemasonry, its ethos and connections to other secret societies. It also discloses the identities of
famous Masons and the locations of important Masonic sites. This is the book that answers once and
for all any questions readers may have about what Freemasonry is and the role it has played in
shaping our society.

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Symbolism of Freemasons Albert Gallatin Mackey,
2020-12-17 The Symbolism of Freemasons is a book about the teachings and practices of the secret
fraternal order of Free and Accepted Masons, the largest worldwide secret society. Freemasonry
evolved from the guilds of stonemasons and cathedral builders of the Middle Ages which regulated
the qualifications of stonemasons and their interaction with authorities and clients. The author
traces the origins of Freemasonry and presents an adequate information and excellent foundation to
understanding of how Freemasonry became what it is. The book mainly deals with signs and symbols
of Freemasonry, illustrating and explaining its science and philosophy, and its legends and myths,
providing a good background for many of the basics of modern day ritual and procedures.

freemasonry symbols meaning: The History of Freemasonry, Its Antiquities, Symbols,
Constitutions, Customs, Etc Robert Freke Gould, 1885

freemasonry symbols meaning: The History of Freemasonry, Its Antiquities, Symbols,
Constitutions, Customs, Etc. Embracing an Investigation of the Records of the Organisations of the
Fraternity in England, Scotland, Ireland, British Colonies, France, Germany, and the United States
Robert Freke Gould, 1885

freemasonry symbols meaning: An Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry Albert Mackley,
2023-05-15 Reprint of the original, first published in 1874.

freemasonry symbols meaning: ... An Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred Sciences,
Comprising the Whole Range of Arts, Sciences and Literature as Connected with the Institution
Albert Gallatin Mackey, 1912

freemasonry symbols meaning: Freemasonry Mark E. Koltko-Rivera, 2011-01-20 An
experienced Freemason and award-winning psychologist provides a precise and engaging
exploration of the core meaning and practices of Freemasonry for the new generation of people
interested in joining the order, and those who are simply curious in the wake of recent media
coverage. Entertaining books and movies often depict Freemasonry as a shadowy, mysterious, and
possibly sinister organization, and the TV and magazine specials on Freemasonry that inevitably
follow often leave us with more questions than answers. Mark E. Koltko-Rivera, a practicing
thirty-second-degree Mason, has created a simple, authoritative, and easy-to-understand
introduction to the history, rites, and meaning of Freemasonry. It may be the single most reliable
short guide to Masonry, written by a widely recognized psychologist and scholar of esoteric history.
Koltko-Rivera's trustworthy handbook explores all the basic issues around Masonry, like: *What is
Freemasonry, and what is its history? *How does one become a Freemason? *What are some of the
most important Masonic symbols? *What do Masons get from their involvement in Freemasonry?
What changes does it make in their inner and outer lives? *What is it like to participate in the
initiatory rituals of Freemasonry? *What are some of the great historical controversies and myths
surrounding Freemasonry? *How is Masonry relevant today?

freemasonry symbols meaning: The Freemasons' Magazine and Masonic Mirror , 1858
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