gift economy theory

gift economy theory explores an alternative economic system where goods and services are given
without any explicit agreement for immediate or future rewards. Unlike traditional market
economies driven by monetary exchange and profit motives, the gift economy emphasizes altruism,
social bonds, and reciprocity. This theory has roots in anthropology, sociology, and economics,
providing insights into how societies can function based on trust and mutual benefit rather than
competition. Understanding gift economy theory helps illuminate practices in indigenous cultures,
modern collaborative communities, and even digital platforms. This article delves into the origins,
principles, applications, and critiques of the gift economy theory, offering a comprehensive overview
of this influential concept. The following sections will cover the historical background, key
characteristics, modern examples, benefits, challenges, and its relevance in today’s global economy.
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Historical Background of Gift Economy Theory

The gift economy theory has deep anthropological roots, originating from studies of early human
societies and indigenous cultures. Anthropologist Marcel Mauss was among the first to
systematically analyze gift-giving practices in his seminal work, "The Gift," where he highlighted the
social obligations that gifts create. In many traditional societies, gift exchanges are not merely acts
of generosity but form the basis for social cohesion and political alliances. These societies rely on
reciprocal exchanges that reinforce trust and collective identity, contrasting with the impersonal
transactions of market economies.

Anthropological Foundations

Mauss identified three obligations in gift economies: to give, to receive, and to reciprocate. These
obligations create a cycle that binds individuals and groups together, fostering long-term
relationships. The emphasis is on social harmony and the maintenance of communal ties rather than
individual accumulation of wealth. Many indigenous cultures, such as the potlatch ceremonies of the
Pacific Northwest tribes or the Kula ring in Melanesia, exemplify this model, where gifts serve
symbolic and social functions.



Distinction from Barter Systems

It is important to distinguish gift economies from barter systems. While barter involves direct
exchange of goods or services of roughly equivalent value, gift economies operate on the principle of
unconditional giving without immediate or guaranteed return. This fundamental difference
highlights the role of social and cultural context in economic interactions within gift economies.

Core Principles of the Gift Economy

The gift economy theory revolves around several key principles that differentiate it from traditional
market-based systems. These principles emphasize community, reciprocity, and the social
significance of giving. Understanding these core ideas is essential to grasp how gift economies
function and sustain themselves.

Reciprocity and Social Bonds

Reciprocity in gift economies is not a simple transactional exchange but a dynamic process that
strengthens social bonds. Gifts create obligations that encourage ongoing interaction and mutual
support. This cycle ensures that resources circulate within the community, promoting social
cohesion and stability.

Non-Monetary Value

In gift economies, value is not measured in monetary terms but through social relationships and
cultural significance. Gifts often carry symbolic meanings, representing respect, honor, or alliance.
The value lies in the act of giving itself and the reinforcement of communal ties rather than in the
material worth of the gift.

Generosity and Altruism

Generosity is a cornerstone of gift economy theory, reflecting a willingness to give without
expectation of immediate return. This altruistic behavior contrasts with the self-interest commonly
associated with market economies. The theory posits that such generosity contributes to a more
cooperative and resilient society.

Community and Collective Well-being

Gift economies prioritize the well-being of the community over individual profit. The distribution of



goods and services serves to support collective needs and reduce inequalities. This principle fosters
a sense of shared responsibility and mutual care among community members.

Modern Applications of Gift Economy Theory

Although rooted in traditional societies, the gift economy theory has contemporary relevance and
applications. Various modern communities and platforms incorporate gift economy principles to
foster cooperation, innovation, and social connection.

Open Source Software and Digital Commons

The open source movement exemplifies the gift economy in the digital age. Programmers contribute
code freely without direct financial compensation, motivated by reputation, collaboration, and the
desire to improve collective resources. This model relies on voluntary contributions and reciprocal
sharing of knowledge, reflecting core gift economy values.

Sharing Economies and Collaborative Consumption

Many sharing economy initiatives incorporate gift economy elements by enabling access to goods
and services without traditional monetary exchange. Examples include community tool libraries,
freecycle networks, and time banks where services are exchanged based on time rather than money.
These systems emphasize trust and reciprocity, aligning with gift economy principles.

Cultural and Artistic Communities

In the arts and cultural sectors, gift economies manifest through practices such as gifting
performances, artworks, or creative labor without direct payment. These exchanges build social
capital and support cultural vibrancy, demonstrating how gift economy theory applies beyond
material goods.

Benefits and Challenges of Gift Economies

Gift economy theory highlights several benefits that contribute to social and economic well-being,
but it also faces practical challenges, especially when integrated into larger, complex societies.



Benefits

e Strengthened Social Connections: Gift economies foster trust, cooperation, and long-term
relationships.

¢ Reduced Inequality: By redistributing resources based on need and social bonds, gift
economies can mitigate disparities.

¢ Encouragement of Altruism: Promotes generous behavior and community support.
e Sustainability: Emphasizes sharing and reuse, contributing to environmental sustainability.

* Enhanced Social Capital: Builds networks that can provide support in times of need.

Challenges

¢ Scalability Issues: Gift economies may struggle to function efficiently on a large scale
without formal structures.

e Free-Rider Problem: Risk of individuals benefiting without reciprocating, potentially
undermining the system.

e Ambiguity in Value: Difficulty in establishing fair exchange when value is subjective and
socially constructed.

e Integration with Market Economies: Tensions can arise when gift economies intersect with
capitalist systems driven by profit.

¢ Dependency on Social Norms: Requires strong cultural frameworks and trust, which may be
eroded in modern societies.

Gift Economy Theory in the Contemporary Global
Economy

In the context of globalization and digital transformation, gift economy theory offers valuable
insights into alternative economic models that prioritize community and collaboration over
competition. It challenges conventional notions of value and exchange, suggesting pathways for
more inclusive and sustainable economic practices.



Influence on Collaborative Technologies

Technological platforms that facilitate peer-to-peer sharing, crowdfunding, and cooperative work
environments draw on gift economy principles. These innovations enable individuals to contribute
resources and knowledge freely, fostering decentralized and participatory economies.

Potential for Social Innovation

Gift economy theory inspires social enterprises and nonprofit organizations that rely on voluntary
contributions and community engagement. These entities often address social and environmental
issues by mobilizing collective action and resources outside traditional market mechanisms.

Challenges in a Capitalist Framework

Despite its benefits, the gift economy faces challenges within the dominant capitalist framework,
where monetary value and profit motives prevail. Integrating gift economy practices requires
navigating legal, economic, and cultural barriers that prioritize market transactions.

Emerging Hybrid Models

Hybrid economic models that combine elements of gift economies with market mechanisms are
emerging. Examples include social currencies, cooperative businesses, and platform cooperatives,
which attempt to balance economic efficiency with social values rooted in gift economy theory.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic concept of gift economy theory?

Gift economy theory revolves around a system where goods and services are given without any
explicit agreement for immediate or future rewards, emphasizing social bonds and community over
monetary exchange.

How does gift economy theory differ from traditional market
economies?

Unlike traditional market economies that rely on monetary transactions and explicit exchanges, gift
economies operate on voluntary giving without expectation of direct return, fostering reciprocity and
social cohesion.



What are some real-world examples of gift economies?

Examples include indigenous communities practicing gift giving to strengthen social ties, open-
source software development where code is freely shared, and events like Burning Man where
participants gift goods and services without any commercial transactions.

How can gift economy theory impact modern digital
platforms?

Gift economy theory influences digital platforms by encouraging collaborative sharing and voluntary
contributions, as seen in open-source projects, knowledge sharing sites like Wikipedia, and creative
commons content, promoting community-driven innovation and access.

What are the potential challenges of implementing a gift
economy in contemporary society?

Challenges include sustaining motivation without monetary incentives, managing free-rider
problems, ensuring equitable distribution of resources, and overcoming cultural norms centered on
profit and ownership rather than communal sharing.

Additional Resources

1. The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies

This seminal work by Marcel Mauss explores the concept of gift-giving in early societies, arguing
that gifts are never truly free but are part of a social contract that creates obligations and
relationships. Mauss examines the reciprocal nature of gifts and how they serve to bind communities
together. The book is foundational for understanding the social dynamics behind the gift economy.

2. Debt: The First 5,000 Years

David Graeber's comprehensive history of debt challenges traditional economic narratives by tracing
the origins of money and debt through anthropological and historical perspectives. He highlights the
role of gift economies and social obligations in early human societies before the rise of market
economies. The book provides a critical framework for rethinking economic relationships beyond
monetary transactions.

3. Sacred Economics: Money, Gift, and Society in the Age of Transition

Charles Eisenstein explores the idea of reconnecting economy with community and ecology through
the lens of the gift economy. He argues that modern monetary systems are disconnected from
human values and proposes a shift towards gift-based exchanges to foster sustainability and social
well-being. The book blends philosophy, economics, and spirituality to envision a new economic
paradigm.

4. The Gift Relationship: From Human Blood to Social Policy

Richard M. Titmuss investigates the ethics and social implications of blood donation as a form of gift
economy. The book contrasts altruistic donation systems with market-based approaches,
highlighting how gift economies can promote social solidarity and trust. It remains an important
study in public policy and the moral dimensions of gifting.



5. Wikinomics: How Mass Collaboration Changes Everything

Don Tapscott and Anthony D. Williams analyze how collaborative, gift-like contributions on the
internet revolutionize business and economics. The book discusses how peer production and open
source projects thrive on principles similar to gift economies. It offers insight into how digital
platforms enable new forms of value creation beyond traditional market exchanges.

6. Gifts and Commodities

Marcel Mauss's essay, included in this collection, delves deeper into the distinctions and overlaps
between gifts and commodities. It underscores the social significance of gift exchanges and how
they differ fundamentally from market transactions. This work is essential for anyone studying the
theoretical underpinnings of gift economies.

7. Enabling Creative Chaos: The Organization Behind the Burning Man Event

Harley Dubois examines the Burning Man festival as a contemporary example of a gift economy in
action. The book explores how participants engage in gift-giving without expecting monetary
compensation, fostering a unique culture of generosity and community. It highlights practical
applications of gift economy principles in modern social events.

8. The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia

James C. Scott investigates societies that have historically avoided state control, often relying on gift
economies and reciprocal social relations. His work sheds light on how these economies function
outside formal market systems and governmental oversight. The book provides valuable context for
understanding alternative economic arrangements rooted in gift exchange.

9. Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution

Peter Kropotkin argues that cooperation and mutual aid, rather than competition, are key drivers of
evolutionary success. The book emphasizes the importance of reciprocal support and gift-like
exchanges within communities. It lays a philosophical and biological foundation for the principles
underlying gift economies and cooperative social structures.
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gift economy theory: A Sociological Examination of the Gift Economy Vjeran Katunaric,
2023-09-13 On the whole, this book presents gift-giving as an intuitive path toward a viable
economy, society, and culture here on Earth, and even toward an amiable engagement with our
cosmic surroundings in the future.

gift economy theory: The Gift Economy David Cheal, 2015-07-03 Until recently we have known
more about gift giving practices in pre-industrial societies than about those of industrial western
society. In this book, first published in 1988, David Cheal shows that the process of present giving
and receiving is a vital element in contemporary social life, relevant to some of the most important
theoretical traditions in sociology, particularly those of Durkheim and Weber, and to the social
constructionism of Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann. This volume is the result of a major study of
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gift rituals carried out by David Cheal and his associates in which general themes are richly
illustrated with details from individual case histories gathered during the research. It is highly
significant that in western society women are more active gift givers than men and, while their
voices explain how emotions and interests are interrelated within the gift economy, the author
shows how that in turn is related to current theories about family, gender and religion.

gift economy theory: Horace and the Gift Economy of Patronage Phebe Lowell Bowditch,
2001-03-02 This innovative study explores selected odes and epistles by the late-first-century poet
Horace in light of modern anthropological and literary theory. Phebe Lowell Bowditch looks in
particular at how the relationship between Horace and his patron Maecenas is reflected in these
poems' themes and rhetorical figures. Using anthropological studies on gift exchange, she uncovers
an implicit economic dynamic in these poems and skillfully challenges standard views on literary
patronage in this period. Horace and the Gift Economy of Patronage provides a striking new
understanding of Horace's poems and the Roman system of patronage, and also demonstrates the
relevance of New Historicist and Marxist critical paradigms for Roman studies. In addition to
incorporating anthropological and sociological perspectives, Bowditch's theoretical approach makes
use of concepts drawn from linguistics, deconstruction, and the work of Michel Foucault. She
weaves together these ideas in an original approach to Horace's use of golden age imagery, his
language concerning public gifts or munera, his metaphors of sacrifice, and the rhetoric of class and
status found in these poems. Horace and the Gift Economy of Patronage represents an original
approach to central issues and questions in the study of Latin literature, and sheds new light on our
understanding of Roman society in general.

gift economy theory: The Gift in the Economy and Society Stefan Kesting, Ioana Negru,
Paolo Silvestri, 2020-12-28 Mainstream economics offers a perspective on the gift which is
constructed around exchange, axioms of self-interest, instrumental rationality and
utility-maximisation - concepts that predominate within conventional forms of economic analysis.
Recognising the gift as an example of social practice underpinned by social institutions, this book
moves beyond this utilitarian approach to explore perspectives on the gift from social and
institutional economics. Through contributions from an international and interdisciplinary cast of
authors, the chapters explore key questions such as: what is the relationship between social
institutions, on the one hand, and gift, exchange, reciprocity on the other? What are the social
mechanisms that underpin gift and gift-giving actions? And finally, what is the relationship between
individuals, societies, gift-giving and cooperation? The answers to these questions and others serve
to highlight the importance of the analysis of gift in economics and other social sciences. The book
also demonstrates the potential of the analysis of the gift to contribute to solving current problems
for humanity at various levels of social aggregation. This key text makes a significant contribution to
the literature on the gift which will be of interest to readers of heterodox economics, social
anthropology, philosophy of economics, sociology and political philosophy.

gift economy theory: Haunting the Knowledge Economy Jane Kenway, Elizabeth Bullen,
Johannah Fahey, Simon Robb, 2006-11-22 This highly original book provides an engaging and
critical introduction to the knowledge economy. The knowledge economy is a potent force pervading
global and national policy circles. Yet few people outside the field of economics understand its
central ideas and practices. This book makes these accessible. But it does much more. It provokes
'conversations' between the knowledge economy and those marginalized economies that haunt it:
the risk, gift, libidinal and survival economies. These illuminate the knowledge economy's
shortcomings and point to alternative possible systems of exchange and sets of values. This
multi-disciplinary study takes the knowledge economy out of the hands of the economists and brings
it into creative tension with the ideas of key thinkers from sociology, anthropology, philosophy and
ecology. Illustrating the benefits of conversing with the ghosts of alternative economies, this
provocative book will unsettle the way in which the knowledge economy is understood.
Groundbreaking and globally applicable, it has been authored by internationally respected authors
and its conceptual breadth pertains to a range of disciplines and gives it its wide appeal.



gift economy theory: Postmodernism, Economics and Knowledge Stephen Cullenberg,
Jack Amariglio, David F. Ruccio, 2001 It should serve as a useful reference tool for all those studying
postmodernism and the history of economic thought.

gift economy theory: Philosophy of Chemistry Davis Baird, Eric Scerri, Lee Mclntyre,
2011-09-01 This comprehensive volume marks a new standard in scholarship in the emerging field of
the philosophy of chemistry. Philosophers, chemists, and historians of science ask some fundamental
questions about the relationship between philosophy and chemistry.

gift economy theory: The Question of the Gift Mark Osteen, 2013-09-13 The Question of the
Gift is the first collection of new interdisciplinary essays on the gift. Bringing together scholars from
a variety of fields, including anthropology, literary criticism, economics, philosophy and classics, it
provides new paradigms and poses new questions concerning the theory and practice of gift
exchange. In addressing these questions, contributors not only challenge the conventions of their
fields, but also combine ideas and methods from both the social sciences and humanities to forge
innovative ways of confronting this universal phenomenon.

gift economy theory: Reshaping the University Rauna Kuokkanen, 2011-11-01 In the past few
decades, the narrow intellectual foundations of the university have come under serious scrutiny.
Previously marginalized groups have called for improved access to the institution and full inclusion
in the curriculum. Reshaping the University is a timely, thorough, and original interrogation of
academic practices. It moves beyond current analyses of cultural conflicts and discrimination in
academic institutions to provide an indigenous postcolonial critique of the modern university. Rauna
Kuokkanen argues that attempts by universities to be inclusive are unsuccessful because they do not
embrace indigenous worldviews. Programs established to act as bridges between mainstream and
indigenous cultures ignore their ontological and epistemic differences and, while offering support
and assistance, place the responsibility of adapting wholly on the student. Indigenous students and
staff are expected to leave behind their cultural perspectives and epistemes in order to adopt
Western values. Reshaping the University advocates a radical shift in the approach to cultural
conflicts within the academy and proposes a new logic, grounded in principles central to indigenous
philosophies.

gift economy theory: Gifts and Commodities C. A. Gregory, 2015-03-15 Christopher A.
Gregory’s Gifts and Commodities is one of the undisputed classics of economic anthropology. On its
publication in 1982, it spurred intense, ongoing debates about gifts and gifting, value, exchange, and
the place of political economy in anthropology. Gifts and Commodities is, at once, a critique of
neoclassical economics and development theory, a critical history of colonial Papua New Guinea, and
a comparative ethnography of exchange in Melanesian societies. This new edition includes a
foreword by anthropologist Marilyn Strathern and a new preface by the author that discusses the
ongoing response to the book and the debates it has engendered, debates that have become more
salient in our evermore neoliberal and globalized era.

gift economy theory: The Worldview of the Word of Faith Movement: Eden Redeemed Mikael
Stenhammar, 2021-12-16 This volume approaches the Word of Faith as a worldview, and analyses
the movement through N. T. Wright's model for worldview-analysis in order to provide necessary
nuance and complexity to scholarly interpretations of the Word of Faith. The reader receives insights
into the movement's narrative, semiotic, practical and propositional dimensions, which cumulatively
offer a multifaceted understanding of how the Word of Faith interprets reality and engages with the
world. The analysis shows that there is a narrative core to Word of Faith beliefs in the form of a
unique theological story with focus set on the present restoration of Eden's authority and blessings.
This study demonstrates how the Word of Faith operates as a distinct worldview that parses the
world through the lens of faith's causative power to affect a direct correspondence between present
reality and Eden's perfection. The findings advance a critical and therapeutic approach that
acknowledges how the worldview both strengthens and subverts Pentecostalism.

gift economy theory: Postmodern Moments in Modern Economics David F. Ruccio, Jack
Amariglio, 2016-06-28 Of all the areas of contemporary thought, economics seems the most resistant



to the destabilizing effects of postmodernism. Yet, David Ruccio and Jack Amariglio argue that one
can detect, within the diverse schools of thought that comprise the discipline of economics, moments
that defy the modernist ideas to which many economists and methodologists remain wedded. This is
the first book to document the existence and to explore the implications of the postmodern moments
in modern economics. Ruccio and Amariglio begin with a powerful argument for the general
relevance of postmodernism to contemporary economic thought. They then conduct a series of case
studies in six key areas of economics. From the idea of the multiple self and notions of uncertainty
and information, through market anomalies and competing concepts of value, to analytical
distinctions based on gender and academic standing, economics is revealed as defying the modernist
frame of a singular science. The authors conclude by showing how economic theory would change if
the postmodern elements were allowed to flourish. A work of daring analysis sure to be vigorously
debated, Postmodern Moments in Modern Economics is both accessible and relevant to all readers
concerned about the modernist straightjacket that has been imposed on the way economics is
thought about and practiced in the world today.

gift economy theory: Re-Reading Education Policies , 2009-01-01 This book collects studies
with a ‘critical education policy orientation’, and presents itself as a handbook of matters of public
concern. The term ‘critical’ does not refer to the adoption of a particular theoretical framework or
methodology, but rather it refers to a very specific ethos or way of relating to the present and the
belief that the future should not be the repetition of the past. This implies a concern about what is
happening in our societies today and what could or should be happening in the future. As a
consequence, the contributors to the book rely on a general notion of public policy that takes on
board processes, practices, and discourses at a variety of levels, in diverse governmental and
non-governmental contexts, and considers the relation of policy to power, to politics and to social
regulation. Following the detailed introduction that aims at picturing the landscape of studies with a
‘critical education policy orientation’, the book presents re-readings of six policy challenges;
globalization, knowledge society, lifelong learning, equality/democracy/social inclusion,
accountability/control/efficiency and teacher professionalism. It seeks to contextualise these in
relation to issues of current global concern at the start of the 21st century. Despite the diversity of
approaches, this collection of critical education policy studies shares a concern with what could be
called ‘the public, and its education,” and represents a snapshot of education policy research at a
particular time.

gift economy theory: Desires of Credit in Early Modern Theory and Drama Brian Sheerin,
2016-04-28 Desires of Credit in Early Modern Theory and Drama traces the near-simultaneous rise
of economic theory, literary criticism, and public theater in London at the turn of the seventeenth
century, and posits that connecting all three is a fascination with creating something out of nothing
simply by acting as if it were there. Author Brian Sheerin contends that the motivating force behind
both literary and economic inquiry at this time was the same basic quandary about the human
imagination--specifically, how investments of belief can produce tangible consequences. Just as
speculators were realizing the potency of collective imagination on economic circulation, readers
and dramatists were becoming newly introspective about whether or not the 'lies' of literature could
actually be morally 'profitable.' Could one actually benefit by taking certain fictions 'seriously'? Each
of the five chapters examines a different dimension of this question by highlighting a particular
dramatization of economic trust on the Renaissance stage, in plays by Marlowe, Shakespeare,
Heywood, Dekker, and Jonson. The book fills a gap in current scholarship by keeping economic and
dramatic interests rigorously grounded in early modern literary criticism, but also by emphasizing
the productive nature of debt in a way that resonates with recent economic sociology.

gift economy theory: Expanding the Economic Concept of Exchange Caroline Gerschlager,
2001-12-31 Exchange is a pervasive concept in everyday life, affecting phenomena as diverse as
interpersonal relationships and market transactions. In addition, economists have used the concept
in a highly specific and clearly delineated way. Against this background, Expanding the Economic
Concept of Exchange sets out to expand the concept of exchange by crossing the boundaries laid



down by economists and by examining the function played by deceptions, self-deceptions and
illusions. The main motivation for expanding the concept of exchange was the realization that in the
prototypical economic model deception is not taken into account. Hence, economists traditionally
regard deception as some sort of irrationality, as a flaw in an otherwise perfectly rational process.
Authors represented in this volume take a different approach examining deception as a constituent
quality of exchange. This is shown by the contributions drawing on recent developments in economic
theory, by those with an anthropological orientation, as well as by a contribution referring
specifically to Adam Smith. An interrogation into deception is long overdue in economics. This
volume prepares the ground for and makes the first contributions to explicitly acknowledging
deceptions, self-deceptions and illusions as fundamental dimensions allowing us as economists to
further research and develop the concept of change. A particular and perhaps unexpected focus of
this volume lies on anthropology, because economics can clearly benefit from integrating selected
results on deception from outside its expanding domain. It is primarily targeted at economists
interested in institutional aspects of exchanges and social theory. In addition, the topic will find
interested readers from anthropology, cultural studies, science studies, philosophy.

gift economy theory: The Effortless Economy of Science? Philip Mirowski, 2004 A compilation
of essays by the author that reveals the value for science studies of examples arising within the
history of economics.

gift economy theory: Routledge Handbook of Chinese Media Ming-Yeh T. Rawnsley, Yiben Ma,
Gary D. Rawnsley, 2025-08-19 The new, second edition of this successful Handbook explores the
growing and evolving field of Chinese media, offering a window through which to observe
multi-directional flows of information, culture and communications within the contexts of
globalisation and regionalisation. Bringing together the research of an international and
interdisciplinary team providing expert analysis of the media in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Macau, as well as among other Chinese communities, this new edition: Highlights how new social,
economic and political forces have emerged to challenge the production and consumption of media
outputs Reveals how the growing prevalence of social media, such as WeChat and TikTok, continues
to blur the boundary between online and offline, allowing state institutions to interfere in the lives of
their users and civil societies to mobilise and articulate their interests and grievances Outlines how
the development of new communications technologies and their use by political and economic
actors, journalists, civil societies and diaspora communities contribute to the complex
multi-directional flow of information, culture and communications in the twenty-first century
Contributing to the growing and evolving field of Chinese media studies, this Handbook is an
essential and comprehensive reference work for students of all levels and scholars in the fields of
Chinese Studies and Media Studies.

gift economy theory: Silent Theft David Bollier, 2003 This text exposes the audacious attempts
of companies to appropriate medical breakthroughs, public airwaves, outer space, state research,
and even the DNA of plants and animals. It is an attempt to develop a new ethos of commonwealth in
the face of a market ethic that knows no bounds.

gift economy theory: A Rhetoric and Philosophy of Gifts Mary J. Eberhardinger, 2021-03-19
A Rhetoric and Philosophy of Gifts synthesizes a scope of rhetorical and philosophical perspectives
of the gift. Eberhardinger asks “What is the relationship between gifts and rhetoric?” She
contextualizes the question throughout a review of related literature, analysis, examples, and
personal anecdotes of overseas experiences. Eberhardinger concludes the book by offering
implications and opportunities for interpreting gifts, thereby addressing why the question
concerning the relationship between gifts and rhetoric matters for the larger landscape of
international relations, intercultural friendship, and peace-making. Scholars of communication,
rhetoric, and philosophy will find this book particularly interesting.

gift economy theory: The Politics of Permaculture Terry Leahy, 2021-07-20 'Inspiring. [...]
Crammed with lively interviews and grounded examples' Ashish Kothari, founder of Kalpavriksh
Permaculture is an environmental movement that makes us reevaluate what it means to be




sustainable. Through innovative agriculture and settlement design, the movement creates new
communities that are harmonious with nature. It has grown from humble origins on a farm in 1970s
Australia and flourished into a worldwide movement that confronts industrial capitalism. The Politics
of Permaculture is one of the first books to unpack the theory and practice of this social movement
that looks to challenge the status quo. Drawing upon the rich seam of publications and online
communities from the movement as well as extensive interviews with permaculture practitioners and
organisations from around the world, Leahy explains the ways permaculture is understood and
practiced in different contexts. In the face of extreme environmental degradation and catastrophic
climate change, we urgently need a new way of living.
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