
goddess worship artifacts
goddess worship artifacts have captivated historians, archaeologists, and spiritual enthusiasts for
centuries. Representing the divine feminine across cultures, these artifacts reveal how ancient
societies revered goddesses through art, ritual objects, and sacred symbols. This article explores the
fascinating world of goddess worship artifacts, from prehistoric figurines to elaborate temple relics,
examining their origins, significance, and impact on spiritual traditions. Readers will discover the
types of goddess artifacts, their roles in ritual and daily life, and how they reflect the values and
beliefs of different civilizations. The article also delves into the materials and craftsmanship behind
these sacred objects, current trends in collecting and studying them, and the challenges of
preservation. Whether you are a scholar, collector, or simply curious about the legacy of goddess
worship, this comprehensive guide provides valuable insights into the enduring power and allure of
goddess worship artifacts.
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Understanding Goddess Worship Artifacts

Goddess worship artifacts are tangible expressions of devotion to female deities throughout history.
These objects, ranging from small figurines to grand statues, serve as symbols of fertility, wisdom,
protection, and power. Their presence in ancient temples, homes, and sacred sites highlights the
reverence for the divine feminine in various cultures. Studying goddess worship artifacts offers
insights into spiritual practices, gender roles, and the transmission of cultural heritage. Over time,
these artifacts have evolved, reflecting shifts in religious beliefs and artistic styles. Today, they
remain central to discussions about mythology, anthropology, and the role of women in spiritual
traditions.

Historical Origins and Cultural Significance

The origins of goddess worship artifacts trace back to prehistoric times, when early societies crafted



figurines representing fertility, birth, and motherhood. The famous Venus figurines from the
Paleolithic era, such as the Venus of Willendorf, exemplify this tradition. As civilizations advanced,
goddess worship became more structured, with elaborate temples and sacred objects dedicated to
deities like Isis in Egypt, Aphrodite in Greece, Kali in India, and many others. These artifacts not
only fulfilled religious functions but also embodied cultural ideals about femininity, power, and
cosmic balance. Their widespread use across continents emphasizes the universal appeal and
significance of goddess worship in shaping human history.

Types of Goddess Worship Artifacts

Goddess worship artifacts encompass a diverse array of objects, each reflecting the unique
attributes and symbolism of the deities they represent. Below are some of the most common and
influential types found throughout history.

Figurines and Statuettes: Small, portable sculptures often made from clay, stone, or metal.
These were used for personal devotion, fertility rituals, or as household guardians.

Temple Statues: Large, ornate representations of goddesses placed in temples or sacred
spaces. Crafted from marble, bronze, or wood, these statues were focal points for communal
worship.

Amulets and Talismans: Worn or carried for protection, blessings, or enhanced fertility.
Often inscribed with sacred symbols or goddess images.

Ritual Vessels: Bowls, cups, and other containers used for offerings, libations, or ceremonial
purposes. Decorated with motifs related to goddesses and their domains.

Textiles and Jewelry: Embroidered cloths, necklaces, bracelets, and other adornments
featuring goddess symbols, used in rituals or everyday life.

Iconographic Reliefs: Carvings, frescoes, and mosaics depicting goddess scenes,
mythological events, or sacred symbols.

Materials and Craftsmanship

The materials and craftsmanship of goddess worship artifacts provide valuable clues about the
cultures that produced them. Early artifacts were often made from locally available materials such
as clay, bone, or ivory. As metallurgy and artistic techniques advanced, artisans began to use
bronze, gold, silver, and precious stones. The choice of material was deeply symbolic; for example,
gold represented immortality and divine radiance, while clay signified fertility and the earth.
Techniques included carving, casting, engraving, painting, and weaving, with many artifacts
displaying intricate details and high levels of artistry. Skilled craftsmen worked in workshops
associated with temples, ensuring that each artifact met religious standards and conveyed the
intended spiritual message.



Common Materials Used in Goddess Artifacts

Several materials were favored for creating goddess worship artifacts, each chosen for its symbolic
meaning and physical properties. These materials contributed to the spiritual potency and visual
appeal of the artifacts.

Clay and Terracotta: Widely used for figurines, especially in prehistoric and ancient societies.1.

Stone: Marble, limestone, and sandstone were common for statues and reliefs.2.

Metal: Bronze, gold, and silver featured prominently in temple statues and jewelry.3.

Precious Stones: Gems such as lapis lazuli and turquoise enhanced amulets and ritual objects.4.

Textiles: Silk, wool, and cotton embroidered with goddess motifs for ritual cloths and attire.5.

Roles in Rituals and Daily Life

Goddess worship artifacts were integral to religious ceremonies and everyday practices. In temples,
statues and reliefs served as focal points for offerings, prayers, and festivals. Amulets and jewelry
were worn for protection, prosperity, or fertility, reflecting personal devotion and belief in the
goddess's power. Ritual vessels and embroidered textiles were used during rites of passage,
seasonal celebrations, and healing rituals. In domestic settings, small figurines or painted icons
provided comfort, guidance, and a sense of connection to the divine. These multifaceted uses
highlight the enduring influence of goddess worship artifacts on spiritual and cultural life across
generations.

Modern Trends in Collecting and Studying

Interest in goddess worship artifacts continues to grow among collectors, museums, and scholars.
Advances in archaeological methods and digital technology have enhanced the study and
documentation of these objects. Museums curate exhibitions showcasing the artistic and historical
significance of goddess artifacts, while private collectors seek rare and unique pieces for their
collections. Academic research focuses on interpreting the symbolism, context, and cross-cultural
connections of these artifacts. Additionally, the revival of goddess-centered spirituality has inspired
new creations and replicas, blending traditional designs with contemporary materials. This ongoing
fascination ensures that goddess worship artifacts remain relevant and influential in modern
spiritual and cultural discourse.

Popular Goddess Artifacts in the Modern Market

Certain goddess worship artifacts are particularly sought after by collectors and enthusiasts, owing



to their historical value, craftsmanship, and symbolic importance.

Paleolithic Venus figurines

Egyptian Isis amulets

Greek Aphrodite statues

Indian Kali and Durga icons

Mesoamerican fertility goddess figurines

Celtic goddess jewelry

Preservation and Conservation Challenges

Preserving goddess worship artifacts presents unique challenges due to their age, materials, and
cultural context. Many artifacts are susceptible to deterioration from environmental factors such as
moisture, temperature fluctuations, and light exposure. Conservation efforts involve cleaning,
stabilization, and controlled storage to prevent further damage. Ethical considerations also arise
regarding the repatriation of artifacts to their countries of origin and respecting the spiritual
significance of these objects. Collaboration between museums, archaeologists, and local
communities is essential for protecting these invaluable pieces of human heritage. Ongoing research
into conservation methods ensures that goddess worship artifacts remain accessible for future
generations to study and appreciate.

Q&A: Trending and Relevant Questions about Goddess
Worship Artifacts

Q: What are goddess worship artifacts?
A: Goddess worship artifacts are physical objects created to honor, represent, or invoke female
deities. These include figurines, statues, amulets, ritual vessels, textiles, and jewelry used in
religious ceremonies, personal devotion, and cultural rituals.

Q: Which cultures are known for creating goddess worship
artifacts?
A: Many cultures across the world, including ancient Egypt, Greece, India, Mesopotamia,
Mesoamerica, and Celtic societies, are renowned for producing goddess worship artifacts as part of
their religious and cultural traditions.



Q: What is the significance of the Venus figurines?
A: Venus figurines are prehistoric sculptures symbolizing fertility, motherhood, and the divine
feminine. They are among the earliest goddess worship artifacts, dating back to the Paleolithic era,
and provide insights into early spiritual beliefs.

Q: How are goddess worship artifacts used in rituals?
A: These artifacts are used as focal points for offerings, prayers, and ceremonies. They may be
placed in temples, homes, or worn as amulets to invoke protection, blessings, or fertility from the
goddess.

Q: What materials were commonly used to make goddess
worship artifacts?
A: Common materials include clay, stone, bronze, gold, silver, precious stones, and embroidered
textiles. The choice of material often reflects the symbolic meaning and intended use of the artifact.

Q: Are goddess worship artifacts still relevant today?
A: Yes, goddess worship artifacts continue to inspire spiritual practices, academic research, and
artistic creation. Modern collectors, museums, and practitioners value these artifacts for their
historical, cultural, and symbolic significance.

Q: What challenges are involved in preserving goddess
worship artifacts?
A: Preservation challenges include environmental deterioration, ethical issues surrounding
repatriation, and the need for specialized conservation techniques to protect fragile materials and
maintain cultural respect.

Q: Can goddess worship artifacts be found in museums?
A: Many museums around the world display goddess worship artifacts in their collections, offering
insights into ancient religions, artistry, and the role of the divine feminine in human history.

Q: How do scholars study goddess worship artifacts?
A: Scholars use archaeological excavation, iconographic analysis, material science, and cross-
cultural comparisons to study the origins, symbolism, and impact of goddess worship artifacts on
societies.



Q: What are some famous goddess worship artifacts?
A: Notable examples include the Venus of Willendorf, statues of Isis, icons of Kali and Durga,
Aphrodite sculptures, and Mesoamerican fertility goddess figurines—all renowned for their historical
and cultural importance.
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  goddess worship artifacts: The Templar's Claim Sarah A. Powell, 2011-02 For the last seven
centuries the Vatican has been at war with an organization known as the Knights Templar. The
Templars fled Europe in order to rebuild. They crossed the ocean to America. The Vatican has one
mission: to destroy the Templars. The Templars have guarded their secrets and treasure for
centuries in order to prevent them from falling into the hands of the Vatican. The Vatican has sent
the Knights of Columbus, one of their most deadly orders.
  goddess worship artifacts: The Castration of Oedipus Joseph C. Smith, Carla J. Ferstman,
1996-03 The intellectual movements of psychoanalysis, postmodernism, and feminism have
redefined the ways in which we think about human experience. And yet, an integration of these
movements has been elusive, if not impossible. In this landmark book, J.C. Smith and Carla J.
Ferstman combine these disparate traditions to create a provocative, unified, and tightly woven
perspective that transcends the misogyny implicit in much of Freudian psychoanalytic theory. The
dialectics of domination and submission are central to Smith and Ferstman's argument. Men and
women, they insist, must avoid the temptation to fetishize equality and recognize the roles of
domination and submission in the human psyche, or, in Nietzsche's terms, the Will to Power. They
argue that the unification of psychoanalysis, postmodernism, and feminism leads us to a shocking
conclusion--that women and men cannot move beyond the suffering which so haunts the human
condition, unless heterosexual men surrender the power that is causing their misery and affirm life
by joyfully accepting domination by women. And women, conversely, must reaffirm their power by
rejecting Oedipal genderization and embracing a liberating matriarchal consciousness and a
matriphallic sexuality. A work of tremendous insight and extraordinary intellectual energy, The
Castration of Oedipus will provoke strong reactions in all readers regardless of ideology.
  goddess worship artifacts: Egyptian Goddesses Samuel Shepherd, 101-01-01 � **Discover the
Divine Mysteries of Ancient Egypt** � Step into the world of ancient Egyptian mythology with our
enchanting new series: **Egyptian Goddesses: Hathor, Sekhmet, Isis, Nut**. This collection unveils
the profound roles and stories of four powerful goddesses who shaped the spiritual and cultural
landscape of one of history's greatest civilizations. Each volume in this series explores a different
deity, offering readers a deep dive into their divine attributes, rituals, and cosmic significance. �
**Book 1 - Hathor: Echoes of Joy** �� Explore the vibrant world of **Hathor**, the goddess of music,
dance, and love. This volume delves into how her joyous essence influenced ancient Egyptian
society, celebrated through music and rituals. Discover the rituals and celebrations dedicated to
Hathor that embodied life’s exuberance and creativity. � **Book 2 - Sekhmet: The Lioness's Roar**
�� Unveil the raw power of **Sekhmet**, the fierce lioness goddess known for her strength and
wrath. This book reveals her dual role as both a warrior and a healer, showcasing how her ferocity
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was balanced with compassion. Learn about Sekhmet’s essential role in maintaining cosmic order
and her revered place in Egyptian spirituality. � **Book 3 - Isis: Veils of Magic** ✨� Dive into the
mystical world of **Isis**, the goddess of magic and motherhood. This volume explores Isis’s magical
prowess and her nurturing qualities, illustrating her influence on ancient Egyptian beliefs and
practices. Discover how Isis’s spells and stories provided guidance and protection in both the mortal
and divine realms. � **Book 4 - Nut: Arch of the Sky** �� Decode the celestial mysteries with
**Nut**, the sky goddess who spanned the heavens. This book examines her role in the solar and
lunar cycles and her significance as the cosmic vault. Explore the symbolism of Nut’s starry body
and how her divine presence shaped the ancient Egyptians' understanding of the cosmos. **Why
You'll Love This Series**: ✨ Comprehensive insights into each goddess's divine attributes and
cultural impact. ✨ Richly detailed illustrations and engaging narratives that bring ancient myths to
life. ✨ A perfect blend of history, mythology, and spiritual exploration for enthusiasts and scholars
alike. Embrace the divine stories of these ancient goddesses and connect with the mystical essence
of Egyptian spirituality. Whether you're a history buff, mythology lover, or just curious about the
ancient world, this series offers a captivating journey into the heart of Egypt's most revered deities.
� **Order Your Copies Today** and embark on a magical voyage through time with **Egyptian
Goddesses: Hathor, Sekhmet, Isis, Nut**!
  goddess worship artifacts: Uncovering the Act of Maternal Infanticide from a Psychological,
Political, and Jungian Perspective Brooke Laufer, 2024-07-02 Using a wide range of disciplinary
backgrounds, Laufer examines the topic of maternal infanticide through the lens of Jungian theory
and presents an integrated and forensic view of this issue as an aggregate of personal and political
moments, and as a feminine and feminist outcry urging human evolution. The first part of the book
will dissect the identity of the infanticidal mother and the Death Mother archetype, with the author
providing firsthand accounts of patients that she has worked with in her professional career. The
second part of the book focuses on interpreting that act of maternal infanticide, and these chapters
will look to the construct of patriarchal Motherhood as a way of explaining the drive and actions of
an infanticidal mother. The third and final section of the book takes the concept of evolution and
transmutation a step further and addresses what is required in our modern state for the event of
maternal infanticide. This is an important new book for Jungian and analytic clinicians and scholars
with an interest in maternal archetypes, as well as psychologists and psychiatrists who specialize in
perinatal mental health. It would also be appropriate for forensic psychologists and legal analysts,
and academics and clinicians in the fields of women’s health and studies.
  goddess worship artifacts: A Mythological Approach to Exploring the Origins of Chinese
Civilization Shuxian Ye, 2022-08-26 Is the lion the symbol of China? Or should it be the dragon or
the phoenix? This book makes a provocative interpretation of the Chinese ancient totems such as the
bear and the owl. Taking a mythological approach, it explores the origin of Chinese civilization using
the quadruple evidence method, which integrates ancient and unearthed literature, oral
transmission, and archeological objects and graphs. It testifies to the authenticity of unresolved
ancient myths and legends from the origins of Chinese Jade Ware (6200BC-5400 BC) to the names of
the Yellow Emperor (2698–2598 BC) and the legends from the Xia (2010BC-1600BC), Shang
(1600BC-046BC), Zhou (1046BC-771BC), and Qin (221BC-206BC) Dynasties. The book lays the
foundation for a reconstruction of Chinese Mythistory. With well over 200 photographs of historic
artifacts, the book appeals to both researchers and general readers.
  goddess worship artifacts: The Artifact , 2013
  goddess worship artifacts: Feminist Art Criticism Arlene Raven, 2018-02-23 From the
Preface:The essays in Feminist Art Criticism are theoretical, and we selected them for several
reasons. First, they show a diversity of concerns. These include spirituality, sexuality, the
representation of women in art, the necessary inter-relationship of theory and action, women as
artmakers, ethnicity, language itself, so-called postfeminism and critiques of hte art world, the
discipline of art history and the practice of art criticism. Second, the contributors' work has not been
either widely disseminated or readily available. Third, the essays, especially arranged as they are



(chronologically), demonstrate a continuous feminist discourse in art from the early 1970s through
the present, a discourse that is neither monolithic nor intellectually trendy but that rather exhibits
many elements, the polemical, Marxist, lyrical, and poststructuralist being only a few.
  goddess worship artifacts: Antiquity and Social Reform Dawn Hutchinson, 2010-06-09
Although religious innovation in America has historically been the norm rather than the exception,
mainstream Americans have often viewed new religious movements with suspicion and occasionally
with outright alarm. The question motivating many studies of new religious movements has been
“why would someone join these religions?” In Antiquity and Social Reform, Dawn Hutchinson offers
at least one answer to this often repeated query. She argues that followers of new religious
movements in the 1960s–1980s, specifically the Unification Church, Feminist Wicca and the Nation
of Yahweh, considered these religions to be legitimate because they offered members a personal
religious experience, a connection to an ancient tradition, and agency in improving their world.
Utilizing an historical approach, Antiquity and Social Reform considers the conversion narratives of
adherents and primary literature of the formative years of these movements, which demonstrates
that the religious experiences of the adherents, and a resonance with the goals of these religions,
propelled members into social action.
  goddess worship artifacts: Street Art of Resistance Sarah H. Awad, Brady Wagoner,
2018-02-08 This book explores how street art has been used as a tool of resistance to express
opposition to political systems and social issues around the world. Aesthetic devices such as murals,
tags, posters, street performances and caricatures are discussed in terms of how they are employed
to occupy urban spaces and present alternative visions of social reality. Based on empirical research,
the authors use the framework of creative psychology to explore the aesthetic dimensions of
resistance that can be found in graffiti, art, music, poetry and other creative cultural forms.
Chapters include case studies from countries including Brazil, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Egypt,
Ireland, Mexico and Spain to shed new light on the social, cultural and political dynamics of street
art not only locally, but globally. This innovative collection will be of particular interest to scholars of
social and political psychology, urban studies and the wider sociologies and is essential reading for
all those interested in the role of art in social change.
  goddess worship artifacts: Art and Agency Alfred Gell, 1998 Completed just before Alfred
Gell's death in January 1997, this book embodies the characteristics for which he was admired. The
book aims to challenge the basis of the way art has been viewed in the human sciences. It presents a
fundamental theory for an anthropology of art.
  goddess worship artifacts: In Search of God the Mother Lynn E. Roller, 1999-07-13 This is the
first thorough account of the nature and the spread of the cult of Cybele, the Great Mother, and the
first to present her worship soberly as a religion rather than sensationally as an orgiastic celebration
of self-castrated priest-attendants.
  goddess worship artifacts: Hindu Images and their Worship with special reference to
Vaisnavism Julius Lipner, 2017-04-21 Hinduism comprises perhaps the major cluster of
religio-cultural traditions of India, and it can play a valuable role in helping us understand the nature
of religion and human responses to life. Hindu image-worship lies at the core of what counts for
Hinduism – up-front and subject to much curiosity and misunderstanding, yet it is a defining feature
of this phenomenon. This book focuses on Hindu images and their worship with special reference to
Vaiṣṇavism, a major strand of Hinduism. Concentrating largely, but not exclusively, on Sanskritic
source material, the author shows in the course of the book that Hindu image-worship may be
understood via three levels of interpretation: the metaphysical/theological, the narratival or mythic,
and the performative or ritual. Analysing the chief philosophical paradigm underlying Hindu
image-worship and its implications, the book exemplifies its widespread application and tackles,
among other topics such as the origins of image-worship in Hinduism, the transition from Vedic to
image worship, a distinguishing feature of Hindu images: their multiple heads and limbs. Finally,
with a view to laying the grounds for a more positive dialogic relationship between Hinduism and the
Abrahamic faiths, which tend to condemn Hindu image-worship as idolatry, the author examines the



theological explanation and justification for embodiment of the Deity in Hinduism and discusses how
Hinduism might justify itself against such a charge. Rich in Indological detail, and with an
impressive grasp of the philosophical and theological issues underlying Hindu material culture, and
image-worship, this book will be of interest to academics and others studying theology, Indian
philosophy and Hinduism.
  goddess worship artifacts: The Art of Sex Coaching: Expanding Your Practice Patti Britton,
2011-01-01 This is the essential resource for professionals seeking sex-positive approaches for their
clients. Britton shows therapists and counselors how to move their practices fully into sex coaching
or simply integrate sex coaching techniques for encouraging sexual self-understanding, growth, and
pleasure into their existing therapeutic work. Based in the empirical science of sexology and adapted
for practitioners looking to enrich their work and enlarge their client base, The Art of Sex Coaching
covers what professionals need to know in order to participate in this exciting new field of coaching.
  goddess worship artifacts: Mormon Women Have Their Say Sherrie L. M. Gavin, Elizabeth J.
Mott, Allison Keeney, Susan Woster, Pamela Lindsay Everson, Susan Robison, Lisa Thomas Clayton,
Elisa Eastwood Pulido, Amy Hoyt, Taunalyn Ford Rutherford, David Golding, Anna Terry Rolapp,
2013-03-01 The Claremont Women's Oral History Project has collected hundreds of interviews with
Mormon women of various ages, experiences, and levels of activity. These interviews record the
experiences of these women in their homes and family life, their church life, and their work life, in
their roles as homemakers, students, missionaries, career women, single women, converts, and
disaffected members. Their stories feed into and illuminate the broader narrative of LDS history and
belief, filling in a large gap in Mormon history that has often neglected the lived experiences of
women. This project preserves and perpetuates their voices and memories, allowing them to say
share what has too often been left unspoken. The silent majority speaks in these records. This
volume is the first to explore the riches of the collection in print. A group of young scholars and
others have used the interviews to better understand what Mormonism means to these women and
what women mean for Mormonism. They explore those interviews through the lenses of history,
doctrine, mythology, feminist theory, personal experience, and current events to help us understand
what these women have to say about their own faith and lives.
  goddess worship artifacts: Great Events in Religion Florin Curta, Andrew Holt, 2016-11-28
This three-volume set presents fundamental information about the most important events in world
religious history as well as substantive discussions of their significance and impact. This work offers
readers a broad and thorough look at the greatest events in world religious history, covering a wide
range of religions, time periods, and areas around the globe. The entries present authoritative
information and informed viewpoints written by expert contributors that enable readers to easily
learn about the chief events in religious history, help them to better understand the course of world
history, and promote a greater respect for culturally diverse religious traditions. The first of the
three volumes covers religion from the preliterary world through around AD 600; the second, the
post-classical era from 600 to 1450; and the third, the modern era from 1450 to the present. Each
volume begins with a substantive introduction that discusses the history of world religions during
the period covered by the volume. The chronologically ordered entries overview each event, place it
in historical context, and identify the reasons for its enduring significance.
  goddess worship artifacts: Einflussgrössen im Prozess der literarischen Übersetzung am
Beispiel von Dan Browns Roman "The Da Vinci Code" alias "Sakrileg" Cora Huth, 2012-02-20 Dan
Browns Bestseller The Da Vinci Code, deutscher Titel Sakrileg, ist nicht nur seit Erscheinen des
Romans in Buchform, sondern seit kurzem auch durch die Verfilmung mit Tom Hanks und Audrey
Tautou in den Hauptrollen in aller Munde. Sowohl Buch als auch Film haben für viele Kontroversen
gesorgt. In ihrer hier vorgelegten Studie untersucht Cora Huth unter systemtheoretischen Aspekten
die Einflussgrößen im Prozess der literarischen Übersetzung. Dafür werden die ersten 51 Kapitel
der deutschen Übersetzung mit der englischen Originalausgabe verglichen und Abweichungen vom
Ausgangstext, die sich auf Inhalt und/oder künstlerische Wirkung des Zieltextes auswirken,
festgestellt. Diese werden den Kategorien Auslassungen, Hinzufügungen und sonstige



Modifikationen zugeordnet und auf ihre Ursachen hin analysiert. Auf diese Weise stellt sich einmal
mehr heraus, dass dem Übersetzer bei der Vermittlung fremdsprachiger Inhalte eine wichtige Rolle
zukommt und dass das Übersetzen eine nicht zu unterschätzende, überaus komplexe Tätigkeit ist.
  goddess worship artifacts: Between the Worlds Síân Lee MacDonald Reid, 2006
Neopaganism is the fastest growing new religion in the West. Between the World: Readings in
Contemporary Neopaganism provides an engaging and well-rounded introduction to this often
misunderstood spiritual tradition. This provocative new volume breaks away from the negative
doomsday cult focus of existing books on new religious movements and provides a clear focus on
feminist spirituality, women and religion, and goddess worship. It offers a spiritual context for
paganism and introduces the language of paganism and earth religions. This book examines
contemporary paganism - not just the streams from the 1970s and 1980s, but also the increasingly
important streams of Druidry and Heathenry. For the first time ever, this book unites essential
readings by leading academics and well-known practitioners from all over the world, including
Canada. It features the work of Starhawk, Ronald Hutton, Michael York, Graham Harvey, Helen A.
Berger, and Wendy Griffith, alongside contemporary Canadian scholars including Lucie Marie-Mai
DuFresne, Lori G. Beaman, and Barbara Jane Davy.
  goddess worship artifacts: Art and the Transitional Object in Vernon Lee's Supernatural Tales
Patricia Pulham, 2017-03-02 In her persuasively argued study, Patricia Pulham astutely combines
psychoanalytic theory with socio-historical criticism to examine a selection of fantastic tales by the
female aesthete and intellectual Vernon Lee (Violet Paget, 1856-1935). Lee's own definition of the
supernatural in the preface to Hauntings questions the nature of the 'genuine ghost', and argues
that this figure is not found in the Society of Psychical Research but in our own psyches, where it
functions as a mediator between past and present. Using D.W. Winnicott's 'transitional object'
theory, which maintains that adults transfer their childhood engagement with toys to art and
cultural artifacts, Pulham argues that the prevalence of the past in Lee's tales signifies not only an
historical but a psychic past. Thus the 'ghosts' that haunt Lee's supernatural fiction, as well as her
aesthetic, psychological, and historical writings, held complex meanings for her that were
fundamental to her intellectual development and allowed her to explore alternative identities that
permit the expression of transgressive sexualities.
  goddess worship artifacts: A Dictionary of Classical Antiquities, Mythology, Religion,
Literature and Art, from the German of Dr. Oskar Seyffert Oskar Seyffert, 1891
  goddess worship artifacts: New Age and Neopagan Religions in America Sarah M. Pike, 2004
Sarah Pike traces the history of New Age and Neopagan religions in the United States from their
origins in the nineteenth century to their reemergence in the 1960s counterculture. She also
considers the differences and similarities between the New Age and Neopagan movements as well as
the antagonistic relationship between these two practices and other religions in America,
particularly Christianity. Covering such topics as healing, gender and sexuality, millennialism, and
ritual experience, she offers a sympathetic yet critical treatment of religious practices often
marginalized yet soaring in popularity. Her book is a rich analysis of these spiritual worlds and
social networks and questions why these faiths are flourishing at this point in American history.
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