elite school exploits

elite school exploits have become a pressing concern in today’s education
landscape. While elite schools are often regarded as institutions of academic
excellence, privilege, and opportunity, growing scrutiny has revealed a
complex web of ethical, social, and financial challenges lurking behind their
prestigious facades. This article explores the multifaceted nature of elite
school exploits, including methods of manipulation, admissions controversies,
socioeconomic disparities, and the psychological impact on students and
families. We examine real-world examples, systemic issues, and the far-
reaching implications for education equity and social mobility. Readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of how elite school exploits shape the
academic experience and what can be done to address these persistent
problems. Dive in to discover the truths behind the allure of elite schools
and uncover actionable insights for students, parents, and policymakers
alike.

e Understanding Elite School Exploits

e Common Types of Exploits in Elite Schools

e The Role of Admissions and Selection Processes

e Socioeconomic Implications of Elite School Exploits
e Psychological Impact on Students and Families

e Case Studies and Real-World Examples

e Measures to Address and Prevent Exploitation in Elite Schools

Understanding Elite School Exploits

Elite school exploits refer to the range of unethical, manipulative, or
unfair practices employed to gain, maintain, or capitalize on the perceived
advantages offered by prestigious educational institutions. These exploits
often manifest in admission processes, academic assessments, extracurricular
opportunities, and even the day-to-day culture within elite schools. While
such schools are designed to nurture talent and foster excellence, the
competitive environment and high stakes can incentivize individuals and
families to seek unfair advantages.

The term encompasses a wide variety of behaviors, from leveraging personal
connections and financial means to manipulating standardized testing or



extracurricular records. The existence of these exploits raises questions
about the true meritocracy of elite schools and their role in perpetuating
social inequality. By understanding the breadth and depth of elite school
exploits, stakeholders can better identify and address the root causes that
enable such practices to thrive.

Common Types of Exploits in Elite Schools

Admission Manipulation

Admission manipulation is one of the most notorious elite school exploits.
Families and applicants may use dishonest or unethical means to secure a
coveted spot, undermining the integrity of the admissions process. This often
involves falsifying application materials, exaggerating achievements, or
employing admissions consultants who specialize in gaming the system.

Financial Leverage and Legacy Preferences

Wealthy families sometimes make significant donations to elite schools with
the expectation of preferential treatment for their children. Legacy
admissions, where children of alumni receive priority, further compound the
issue. These financial and familial advantages skew the playing field, making
it harder for equally qualified but less privileged students to compete.

Test Preparation and Academic Padding

Access to expensive tutoring, test preparation services, and resume padding
through exclusive extracurricular activities are common elite school
exploits. These strategies can artificially inflate a student's academic
profile, making them appear more accomplished than peers who lack such
resources.

e Private standardized test tutoring
e Participation in costly summer enrichment programs

e Overrepresentation of awards and honors in applications



Exploiting Loopholes in School Policies

Some students and families exploit ambiguous rules or policies within elite
schools to gain advantages, such as securing extra time on exams through
questionable disability claims or manipulating course selections to maximize
GPAs. These practices, while sometimes technically within the rules,
undermine the spirit of fairness and integrity.

The Role of Admissions and Selection Processes

Subjectivity in Admissions Decisions

Elite school admissions often involve subjective judgments, such as
evaluating personal essays, interviews, and recommendations. This
subjectivity creates opportunities for manipulation and exploitation, as
applicants may tailor their narratives to align with perceived institutional
preferences.

Standardized Testing and Its Limitations

Standardized tests are intended to provide an objective measure of academic
ability. However, access to specialized test preparation and accommodations
can distort results, favoring those with greater financial means. This
perpetuates the cycle of elite school exploits and undermines the credibility
of standardized testing as a fair assessment tool.

The Impact of Admissions Consultants

A growing industry of admissions consultants and coaching services has
emerged to help applicants navigate the competitive landscape. While some
offer legitimate guidance, others cross ethical boundaries by ghostwriting
essays or orchestrating staged extracurricular activities. These services
further widen the gap between privileged and underprivileged students.

Socioeconomic Implications of Elite School
Exploits



Widening Opportunity Gaps

Elite school exploits contribute to widening opportunity gaps between
students from different socioeconomic backgrounds. The ability to pay for
coaching, extracurriculars, and private school tuition provides certain
families with an unfair head start, perpetuating cycles of privilege and
disadvantage.

Barriers to Social Mobility

By favoring wealth and connections over merit, elite school exploits can
hinder social mobility. Talented students from less affluent backgrounds may
be systematically excluded, limiting their access to quality education and
future opportunities.

Long-Term Societal Effects

The perpetuation of elite school exploits has long-term consequences for
society. It can lead to decreased trust in educational institutions, reduced
diversity, and the entrenchment of socioeconomic inequalities. Addressing
these issues is crucial for creating a fairer and more inclusive education
system.

Psychological Impact on Students and Families

Pressure and Anxiety

The intense competition and culture of achievement in elite schools can place
immense pressure on students. The drive to exploit every possible advantage
may lead to anxiety, burnout, and a distorted sense of self-worth tied solely
to academic success.

Family Dynamics and Expectations

Families may experience heightened stress as they navigate the complex
landscape of elite school admissions. Parental expectations and societal
pressures can strain relationships and contribute to unhealthy dynamics,
especially when exploits are involved.



Ethical Dilemmas

Both students and parents may face ethical dilemmas when confronted with
opportunities to exploit the system. The temptation to secure advantages
through questionable means can conflict with personal values, leading to
feelings of guilt or disillusionment.

Case Studies and Real-World Examples

The College Admissions Scandal

One of the most prominent examples of elite school exploits is the 2019
college admissions scandal in the United States. High-profile families paid
large sums to manipulate test scores and fabricate athletic credentials,
exposing the vulnerabilities and inequalities within elite admissions
processes.

International Elite School Controversies

Similar scandals have emerged globally, with reports of bribery, document
falsification, and preferential treatment in elite schools across Europe,
Asia, and Australia. These incidents highlight the universal nature of elite
school exploits and the need for systemic reform.

Statistical Insights

Research consistently shows that students from wealthier backgrounds are
overrepresented in elite schools. Data reveals disparities in admissions
rates, test scores, and participation in prestigious extracurriculars,

underscoring the impact of exploitative practices on educational equity.

Measures to Address and Prevent Exploitation in
Elite Schools

Policy Reforms

Strengthening admissions policies and increasing transparency can help reduce
opportunities for exploitation. Eliminating legacy preferences, standardizing
evaluation criteria, and implementing need-blind admissions are steps toward



a fairer process.

e Developing clear guidelines for admissions practices
e Reqgular audits to detect and deter unethical behavior

e Promoting holistic admissions that consider multiple factors

Promoting Access and Inclusion

Efforts to increase access for underrepresented and disadvantaged students
are essential. Scholarships, outreach programs, and partnerships with public
schools can help level the playing field and reduce the prevalence of elite
school exploits.

Fostering Ethical Cultures

Cultivating a culture of integrity within elite schools is critical. This
involves educating students, families, and staff about ethical decision-
making, promoting values-based leadership, and rewarding merit rather than
manipulation.

Community Involvement and Advocacy

Engaging the broader community in discussions about fairness and equity can
drive positive change. Policymakers, educators, and families must work
together to address the root causes of elite school exploits and ensure that
excellence in education is accessible to all.

Questions and Answers About Elite School
Exploits

Q: What are elite school exploits?

A: Elite school exploits are unethical or manipulative practices used by
individuals or families to gain unfair advantages in admissions, academics,
or extracurricular opportunities at prestigious educational institutions.



Q: How do families exploit elite school admissions?

A: Families may falsify application materials, exaggerate achievements, use
personal connections, make large donations, or hire admissions consultants to
improve their chances of acceptance.

Q: Why are elite school exploits a problem?

A: These exploits undermine the fairness and integrity of educational
institutions, perpetuate social inequality, and limit access for deserving
students from less privileged backgrounds.

Q: What role does wealth play in elite school
exploits?

A: Wealth enables access to private tutoring, exclusive extracurriculars,
admissions consultants, and sometimes even preferential treatment through
donations or legacy status, giving affluent families a significant advantage.

Q: Are all forms of elite school exploits illegal?

A: Not all exploits are illegal; some operate in ethical gray areas or
exploit loopholes in school policies, though they may still be considered
unfair or unethical.

Q: How do elite school exploits impact students?

A: They can create pressure, anxiety, and a sense of competition among
students, while also fostering feelings of exclusion or inadequacy in those
unable to access similar advantages.

Q: What measures can schools take to prevent
exploitation?

A: Schools can implement transparent admissions processes, eliminate legacy
preferences, conduct regular audits, and foster a culture of ethics and
inclusivity.

Q: Have there been scandals involving elite school
exploits?

A: Yes, notable cases like the 2019 college admissions scandal in the US have
drawn public attention to the prevalence and consequences of such exploits.



Q: Do elite school exploits exist outside the United
States?

A: Yes, similar issues have been reported in elite schools worldwide,
including Europe, Asia, and Australia, indicating a global challenge.

Q: What can parents and students do to avoid
unethical practices?

A: They should prioritize honesty, focus on genuine achievements, seek
guidance from reputable sources, and resist pressure to engage in
manipulative tactics.
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elite school exploits: Vulnerabilities, Challenges and Risks in Applied Linguistics Clare
Cunningham, Christopher J. Hall, 2021-09-09 The chapters in this book call attention to
vulnerabilities, challenges and risks for applied linguistics researchers and the communities they
work with across a broad range of contexts from the Global North and South, and in both signed and
spoken languages. Together they provide insights on both academic and professional practice across
several areas: the vulnerabilities involved in researching, the limitations of traditional
epistemologies, the challenges inherent in the repertoire of methodologies and pedagogies employed
by applied linguists, and the effectiveness of practical responses to language-related problems. The
book encourages those involved in applied linguistics to consider their own practice and their
relationship with the communities, policies and educational contexts they engage with in the course
of their teaching, research and activism.

elite school exploits: Exploiting Children Matt Spencer, 2013-09-20 America’s citizens want
children to receive a high-quality education in clean, orderly and safe schools staffed with quality
teachers, support staff and courageous educational leaders. In many communities, such a school
experience is something the students will never have. Why? One or more members of the governing
board desire to use their elected position for personal gain. They are Exploiters. Some desire to
exploit a little. Others crave total domination of the school system and become the petty tyrants of
education. Whether the exploitation is minimal or extreme, exploitative board members are highly
detrimental to the effectiveness of the local school system. They destroy teamwork, morale, careers
and many times entire school systems. They steal a high-quality education from children. The
predominant governance structure of public education dictated by law is seriously flawed. What
thousands of citizens and educators strongly desire for their schools can be discarded and replaced
with the unscrupulous will of one individual. Exploitive school board members must be understood
and stopped. The governance structure of public education must be changed.

elite school exploits: College Sports Inc. Frank P. Jozsa Jr., 2012-10-24 For several decades in
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America, athletic programs in colleges and universities received financial support and resources
primarily from their respective schools and such sources as alumni and the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA). More recently, however, college coaches assigned to athletic
departments and the presidents and marketing or public relations officials of schools organize,
initiate, and participate in fund-raising campaigns and thus obtain a portion of revenue for their
sports programs from local, regional and national businesses, and from other private donors, groups,
and organizations. Because of this inflow of assets and financial capital, intercollegiate athletic
budgets and types of sports expanded and in turn, these programs became increasingly important,
popular, and reputable as revenue and cost centers within American schools of higher education.

elite school exploits: Strategies for Exploiting American Inventiveness in the World
Marketplace United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science and Technology.
Subcommittee on Science, Research, and Technology, 1986

elite school exploits: Living with Vulnerabilities and Opportunities in a Migration Context
Guanglun Michael Mu, Yang Hu, 2016-11-25 The book grapples with social inequality, inclusivity,
and diversity through the discussions of wellbeing, wellbecoming, and resilience of floating children
and left-behind children. It invites families, schools, communities, social organisations, and
governments to rethink and recognise the qualities of left-behind children and floating children. The
book will be of interest to research students, sociologists of education, educational studies scholars,
social workers, school professionals, and policy makers in and beyond China. The past two decades
have seen exponential growth of urbanisation and migration in China. Emerging from this growth
are a myriad population of floating children and left-behind children and the ever greater
social-spatial interpenetration that places these children at risk of undesirable wellbeing. The living
and schooling of these children are fraught with potholes and distractions in the context of migration
and urbanisation. Extant work often treats floating children and left-behind children as two discrete
populations and comes to grips with their wellbeing separately. The deficit model and the
‘do-gooder’ approach have prevailed for a long time, intending to fix the “problems” and correct the
“abnormalities” associated with these children. This book differs, however, in its efforts to blur the
dichotomy between floating children and left-behind children; in its transformative view and
strength-based approach that recast vulnerabilities into opportunities; and in its focus on the
nurture of enabling ecologies instead of the nature of individual inferiorities.

elite school exploits: Understanding Pakistan Mathew Joseph C., 2016-09-13 Understanding
Pakistan: Emerging Voices from India is the outcome of a national seminar for research scholars on
Pakistan organized by the Centre for Pakistan Studies at the MMA] Academy of International
Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. The aim of the seminar was to explore how young minds in
India view Pakistan, the quintessential ‘enemy’ country or the ‘other’ of India. The range of topics
included issues related to Pakistan’s politics, economy, popular culture, education, environment,
sectarian divide, minorities, policy towards Jammu & Kashmir and foreign relations. The established
academic discourse on Pakistan in India is largely dominated by concerns linked to security threats
emanating from within Pakistan. Due to this overemphasis on security-related issues, Indian
scholarship on Pakistan is considered to be highly subjective and partisan. However, in this volume,
most of the young scholars distance themselves from the main thrust of Indian scholarship on
Pakistan and provide a fresh perspective on Pakistan which can potentially rupture the established
tradition of Indian scholarship on Pakistan. Hopefully, it will be these scholars who in the near
future will be at the forefront of emerging scholarship on Pakistan in India.

elite school exploits: Contemporary Curriculum John D. McNeil, 2014-11-17 The Eighth
Edition of Contemporary Curriculum: In Thought and Action prepares readers to participate in the
discussion of curriculum control and other matters important to K-12 and university educators. The
text highlights major philosophies and principles, examines conflicting conceptions of curriculum,
and provides the intellectual and technical tools educators and administrators need for constructing
and implementing curriculum.

elite school exploits: Cross-Cultural Heritage Jonas Van Mulder, Thomas Coomans, Dries



Vanysacker, 2025-04-09 For centuries, Christian missions have intervened in local religious
communities, practices and ideas across the globe, generating encounters between Indigenous and
Western cultures that have ranged from hostile confrontation to intercultural osmosis. While
primarily intended as a strategy for evangelisation, forms of inculturation also led to the emergence
of new hybrid cultural and religious expressions. These creative processes were rarely
unidirectional; instead, they involved reciprocal cultural transactions in which local communities
exerted significant agency. Cross-Cultural Heritage deepens our understanding of the intricate
relationships between missions and missionised communities. These are reflected in the material
and immaterial legacies of missionary histories in various contexts in South America, Africa, Asia,
the Pacific and Europe. Often, they remain deeply rooted in landscapes, memories and practices
today.

elite school exploits: Red Guard Factionalism And The Cultural Revolution In Guangzhou
(canton) Stanley Rosen, 2019-06-04 When the Chinese Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR)
of the middle and late 1960s burst forth, the initial response both in China and the West seemed
primarily to be one of mystification. The spectacle of severe splits among leaders long thought to be
compatible, of armed struggles between factional units whose uniform pledges to Chairman Mao and
the Party Center appeared to make their similarities greater than their differences, and of
destructive Red Guards who were bent on tearing down the old world to build a new one was at first
difficult to explain.

elite school exploits: Gender, Equality and Education from International and
Comparative Perspectives David Baker, Alexander W. Wiseman, 2009-04-03 Investigates the often
controversial relationship between gender, equality and education from international and
comparative perspectives. This volume also investigates whether gender equality in education is
really being achieved in schools around the world or not.

elite school exploits: What Every Parent Needs to Know About College Admissions Christie
Barnes, 2021-07-13 The Truth About Career Planning and the College Search Process “...the go-to
guide for students to find the right path, at the right time, for the right tuition amount to lead to
their best career outcome.” ?Anna Costaras and Gail Liss, authors of The College Bound Organizer
#1 New Release in Education Research Society's guiding “truths” about higher education are now
incorrect. In What Every Parent Needs to Know About College Admissions, Christie Barnes helps
parents and students alike cut through the noise and find the best school, which might not always be
the most prestigious or expensive one. College planning re-examined. All economic levels are getting
vastly incorrect information for college and career planning, leading to anxiety-ridden youth and
crippling student debt. Less affluent students are being led to more expensive options and high
achievers feel compelled to apply for college at the most prestigious institutions. But, whether it’s a
state school, safety school, or public school?there are other options beside an overpriced private
school. It could be, but it might not be. A guidance counselor for parents. Learn that it’s not just
about the “right” college, it’s about the “right fit” college. Using statistics, experts, and multi-factor
analysis to clarify what should and should not be a worry in college planning, Barnes helps parents
identify better, and often overlooked, options. In this guide, she dissects the top ten parental worries
about how to get into college, including college applications, college admissions, college
requirements, and college acceptance. Inside find: The first comprehensive individualized career
and academic planning guide available to parents and teens Details on new innovative programs
endorsed by schools, colleges, and HR departments A bonus “Academic Planning Guide” If you
enjoyed books like Launch, Prepared, or Where You Go Is Not Who You'll Be, you'll love What Every
Parent Needs to Know About College Admissions.

elite school exploits: Perfectly Prep Sarah A. Chase, 2008-03-20 This journey into the lives of
prep school students is an attempt to understand the pressures and consequences of prescribed
gender ideals from their own perspectives and through their own words. The chapters of this book
are organized around the symbolic opposition these adolescents create as they live, eat, study, and
play among their peers and teachers at Bolton Academy. The class, ethnic, and individual differences



in the performance of gender reveal how culture and development are interrelated and necessarily
fused through the power of agency. This inside look at the everyday social interactions of these
adolescents reveals how institutions and groups in power incorporate and perpetuate hierarchies
and power structures, which in turn serve to form American character. This study attempts to
demystify the highly-gendered and seemingly-incongruous nature of these adolescents' lives.

elite school exploits: The Politics of the Chinese Cultural Revolution Hong Yung Lee,
2024-03-29 Hong Yung Lee's account of the Cultural Revolution illuminates its complexities and
subtleties to an unprecedented degree. His primary concern is with the behavior of the masses once
they were freed from party control, and his analysis of voluminous Red Guard publications highlights
the different membership characteristics, positions, and strategies of both the student Red Guards
and the worker Revolutionary Rebels, divided internally along a conservative-radical line. Rejecting
the ideologically oriented assumption that workers and students of worker or peasant origin
comprised the majority of the radical elements, Lee argues that students of bourgeois and other bad
origins, workers in small factories, sent-down students, and demobilized soldiers were the radicals,
whereas students from families with pre-1949 revolutionary careers and workers in large-scale and
modern enterprises were found in large numbers among the conservatives. He contends that,
contrary to some social science theories, the radicals were motivated by rational rather than
ideological considerations, and that they attacked the status quo because it was they who
experienced discrimination under the existing political system, whereas the conservatives generally
belonged to favored social groups. Lee demonstrates that an adequate history of the Cultural
Revolution cannot restrict itself to an analysis of policy difference among the elites, but must
consider the behavior of the masses and their relationship with the elites. Hong Yung Lee's account
of the Cultural Revolution illuminates its complexities and subtleties to an unprecedented degree.
His primary concern is with the behavior of the masses once they were freed from party control, and
his analysis of voluminous Red G

elite school exploits: African Women's Unique Vulnerabilities to HIV/AIDS L. Fuller,
2008-10-27 This is an in-depth look at the biomedical, socio-cultural, economic, legal and political,
and educational vulnerabilities faced by the population that is most vulnerable to the risk of
contracting HIV/AIDS: African women.

elite school exploits: Israel Studies , 2007

elite school exploits: James Joyce and Education Len Platt, 2021-02-15 James Joyce and
Education is the first full-length study of education across the Joyce oeuvre. A new account of how
the politics and aesthetics of the Joyce text is informed by historical contexts, it is the latest
contribution to the growing contemporary debate about education, late modernism and literary
innovation. This highly original account reads Dubliners, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man,
Ulysses and Finnegans Wake in new and challenging ways. It produces the Joyce text as a complex
and comic devotion to the representation of schooled education — an exemplification of the elitism
that state schooling was historically designed to reproduce and a devastating undoing of the
epistemologies it was designed to sustain. Chapters explore a range of themes, including Joyce and
radical education, the impact of Nietzsche’s writing on Joyce and women and education. The book
will appeal to researchers, scholars and postgraduate students in the fields of literature in
education, pedagogy, Joyce scholarship and modernism.

elite school exploits: The Future of Management Education Martin R. Fellenz, Sabine Hoidn,
Mairead Brady, 2022-04-07 To remain relevant, management education must reflect the realities
that influence its subject matter, management, while at the same time addressing societal needs and
expectations. Faced by powerful drivers of change, many of which are amplified by the immense
turbulence caused by the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020, an assessment of where management
education stands and where it is going is timely. This book brings together management education
scholars, practitioners, and stakeholders to identify trends and to critically analyse key challenges
from their respective perspectives. They consider the requirements for providing relevant
management education in the future and explore changes and opportunities around themes such as



responsibility, sustainability, innovation, competitive strategy, and technological change. The
different perspectives of the authors contribute distinct insights and form a fascinating kaleidoscope
of reflections on the present and predictions and prescriptions for the future of management
education. The result is a comprehensive volume that will be essential reading for scholars and
administrators committed to the growth and development of management education. It also will be
of keen interest to management educators as well as management learners who will shape and be
shaped by the management education of the future.

elite school exploits: School Moms Laura Pappano, 2024-01-30 An investigative study of the
far-right’s attack on education and an on-the-ground look at the parent activist battle, on either side
of the debate, to control the future of public schools For well over a century, public schools have
been a non-partisan gathering place and vital center of civic life in America—but something has
changed. In School Moms, journalist Laura Pappano explores the on-the-ground story of how public
schools across the country have become ground zero in a cultural and political war as the far-right
have made efforts to seek power over school boards. Pappano argues that the rise of parent activism
is actually the culmination of efforts that began in the 1990s after campaigns to stop sex education
largely fizzled. Recent efforts to make public schools more responsive and inclusive, as well as the
pandemic, have offered openings the far-right have been waiting for to organize and sway parents,
who are frustrated and exhausted by remote learning, objections by teachers’ unions, and shifting
directives from school leaders. Groups like Moms for Liberty and Parents Defending Education are
organizing against revised history curricula they have dubbed as “CRT,” banning books, pressing for
“Don’t Say Gay” laws, and asserting “parental rights” to gain control over the review of classroom
materials. On the other side, progressive groups like Support Our Schools and Red, Wine & Blue are
mobilizing parents to counter such moves. Combining on-the-ground reporting with research and
expert interviews, School Moms will take a hard look at where these battles are happening, what is
at stake, and why it matters for the future of our schools.

elite school exploits: China Under Mao Andrew George Walder, 2015-04-06 China’s
Communist Party seized power in 1949 after a long period of guerrilla insurgency followed by
full-scale war, but the Chinese revolution was just beginning. China Under Mao narrates the rise and
fall of the Maoist revolutionary state from 1949 to 1976—an epoch of startling accomplishments and
disastrous failures, steered by many forces but dominated above all by Mao Zedong. “Walder
convincingly shows that the effect of Maoist inequalities still distorts China today...[It] will be a
mind-opening book for many (and is a depressing reminder for others).” —Jonathan Mirsky, The
Spectator “Andrew Walder’s account of Mao’s time in power is detailed, sophisticated and
powerful...Walder takes on many pieces of conventional wisdom about Mao’s China and pulls them
apart...What was it that led so much of China’s population to follow Mao’s orders, in effect to launch
a civil war against his own party? There is still much more to understand about the bond between
Mao and the wider population. As we try to understand that bond, there will be few better guides
than Andrew Walder’s book. Sober, measured, meticulous in every deadly detail, it is an essential
assessment of one of the world’s most important revolutions.” —Rana Mitter, Times Literary
Supplement

elite school exploits: Economics without Borders Richard Blundell, Estelle Cantillon, Laszlo
Matyas, Barbara Chizzolini, Marc Ivaldi, Wolfgang Leininger, Ramon Marimon, Frode Steen,
2017-04-27 This book uses surveys to bridge the gap between studies into European economics and
policymaking in Europe. It is also available as open access.
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