
epic smart phrases cheat sheet

epic smart phrases cheat sheet is an essential tool for healthcare professionals who want to streamline

their documentation in the Epic electronic health record (EHR) system. This comprehensive article will

guide you through the fundamentals of Epic Smart Phrases, explain how to create and use a cheat

sheet, and offer practical examples for various clinical scenarios. You’ll discover the benefits of using

Smart Phrases to improve efficiency, enhance patient care, and maintain high-quality medical records.

Whether you're a physician, nurse, or medical scribe, this guide will provide actionable tips, best

practices, and customizable templates to maximize your productivity. By the end, you’ll be equipped

with the knowledge to leverage Epic Smart Phrases for optimal documentation and workflow

management. Let's explore the ultimate epic smart phrases cheat sheet and elevate your EHR

proficiency.
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Understanding Epic Smart Phrases

Epic Smart Phrases are short, customizable blocks of text that can be quickly inserted into patient

notes within the Epic EHR system. These time-saving templates allow healthcare providers to

document clinical information more efficiently, ensuring consistency and accuracy across patient

records. Smart Phrases are typically preceded by a dot (.) and can range from single sentences to

entire paragraphs. They can be personalized for individual use or shared across a department to

promote standardized documentation practices. By utilizing Smart Phrases, clinicians reduce repetitive

typing, minimize errors, and improve the overall quality of patient care documentation.

The Importance of an Epic Smart Phrases Cheat Sheet

An epic smart phrases cheat sheet serves as a centralized reference for the most frequently used and

effective Smart Phrases in your daily workflow. With the increasing demands of electronic

documentation, having quick access to a curated list of Smart Phrases can significantly enhance

productivity and reduce cognitive load. A well-organized cheat sheet enables clinicians to standardize

their language, ensure compliance with institutional guidelines, and support accurate coding for billing

purposes. Additionally, a cheat sheet helps new team members get up to speed quickly and fosters a

culture of efficiency and collaboration within the healthcare setting.

How to Create and Organize Your Cheat Sheet

Creating a personalized epic smart phrases cheat sheet involves identifying the most common

documentation needs in your practice and assembling corresponding Smart Phrases for easy access.

Organization is key; grouping phrases by clinical scenario, specialty, or workflow step makes the cheat

sheet more user-friendly. Consider using digital tools such as spreadsheets, note-taking apps, or

integrated Epic features to store and update your cheat sheet. Regularly reviewing and revising the



cheat sheet ensures it remains relevant to changing protocols and personal preferences.

Steps to Build an Effective Cheat Sheet

Identify repetitive documentation tasks in your workflow.

Develop concise and accurate Smart Phrases for each task.

Organize phrases by category (e.g., history, exam, plan).

Include placeholders for patient-specific details (e.g., @NAME@, @DATE@).

Test your Smart Phrases in Epic to ensure correct functionality.

Update your cheat sheet regularly based on feedback and workflow changes.

Essential Smart Phrases for Common Clinical Scenarios

A comprehensive epic smart phrases cheat sheet should include templates for a variety of clinical

scenarios. Effective Smart Phrases address common documentation requirements such as patient

history, review of systems, physical exams, assessments, and care plans. Customizable templates can

save valuable time during high-volume clinic sessions or inpatient rounds.

Sample Smart Phrases for Outpatient Visits

.HPI: Patient presents with [chief complaint]. Onset, duration, and associated symptoms as



described.

.ROS: Review of systems is negative except as noted in the HPI. No fevers, chills, chest pain, or

shortness of breath.

.PE: Vital signs reviewed. General appearance is well-nourished and in no acute distress.

Cardiac, pulmonary, and abdominal exams are unremarkable.

.PLAN: Discussed diagnosis and treatment options. Patient agreed with the management plan.

Follow-up in [timeframe] or as needed for worsening symptoms.

Smart Phrases for Inpatient Documentation

.ADMIT: Admitted for [diagnosis]. Initial evaluation, labs, and imaging ordered. Monitoring for

changes in condition.

.PROGRESS: Overnight, patient remained stable. No acute events. Plan to continue current

management and reassess in the morning.

.DISCHARGE: Patient stable for discharge. Discharge instructions reviewed. Patient understands

and agrees with the plan.

Specialty-Specific Smart Phrases

.OBGYN: GYN history reviewed. No abnormal bleeding, pain, or discharge. Last Pap smear

[date].



.PEDIATRICS: Parent reports child is eating and sleeping well. Vaccinations are up to date. No

recent sick contacts.

.PSYCHIATRY: Mood stable, no suicidal or homicidal ideation reported. Medication compliance

confirmed.

Best Practices for Using Smart Phrases Effectively

To maximize the benefits of your epic smart phrases cheat sheet, it’s essential to follow best practices

for customization, usage, and maintenance. Effective implementation ensures that documentation

remains accurate, patient-specific, and compliant with institutional and regulatory standards.

Key Best Practices

Always personalize Smart Phrases by updating placeholders and removing irrelevant

information.

Regularly audit your documentation for accuracy and completeness.

Stay informed about institutional policies and required documentation elements.

Solicit feedback from colleagues to identify areas for improvement or additional templates.

Use Smart Phrases to improve efficiency, not to replace critical thinking or individualized care.



Tips for Customizing and Maintaining Your Cheat Sheet

A dynamic epic smart phrases cheat sheet adapts to evolving clinical workflows and documentation

standards. Customization allows you to tailor templates to your unique style, specialty, and patient

population. Maintenance ensures ongoing relevance and accuracy, preventing outdated or incorrect

information from being used in patient records.

Customization Strategies

Incorporate frequently used medical terms and abbreviations.

Add links to reference materials or clinical protocols (if supported by your system).

Utilize Epic’s SmartLinks to auto-populate patient-specific data.

Test new phrases before widespread use to ensure proper formatting and function.

Maintaining Your Cheat Sheet

Schedule regular reviews to update or retire obsolete phrases.

Share effective templates with colleagues and encourage feedback.

Document version changes for accountability and quality assurance.



Advanced Features and Troubleshooting

Epic offers advanced Smart Phrase features, such as nested phrases, conditional logic, and

SmartLists, to further enhance documentation efficiency. Mastering these functionalities can help users

adapt their cheat sheets to complex workflows and specialty-specific requirements. Troubleshooting

common issues—such as formatting errors, incorrect data pulls, or system updates—ensures

uninterrupted workflow and data integrity.

Exploring Advanced Smart Phrase Functions

Nested Smart Phrases: Combine multiple templates for comprehensive documentation.

Conditional Logic: Insert content based on selected responses or clinical findings.

SmartLists: Create dropdowns to select from predefined options within a note.

SmartLinks: Pull real-time data directly from the patient chart (e.g., labs, vitals).

Common Troubleshooting Tips

Check for typos or missing brackets when phrases fail to insert correctly.

Ensure SmartLinks are properly formatted and mapped to the correct data fields.

Contact your Epic support team for assistance with system-specific issues.



Stay updated on Epic software upgrades and new documentation features.

Q&A: Trending Questions about Epic Smart Phrases Cheat

Sheet

Q: What is an epic smart phrases cheat sheet?

A: An epic smart phrases cheat sheet is a curated list of commonly used Smart Phrases in the Epic

electronic health record system. It serves as a quick-reference tool for healthcare professionals to

streamline documentation and improve efficiency.

Q: How do I create my own Smart Phrases in Epic?

A: To create your own Smart Phrases in Epic, go to the SmartPhrase management section, choose

“New Phrase,” enter a name (starting with a dot), and input your desired template text. Save the

phrase for personal or departmental use.

Q: Can I share my Smart Phrases cheat sheet with colleagues?

A: Yes, many institutions encourage sharing effective Smart Phrases and cheat sheets among team

members to promote consistent and efficient documentation practices.

Q: How do SmartLinks and SmartLists enhance Smart Phrases?

A: SmartLinks auto-populate patient-specific data within a note, while SmartLists provide dropdown

menus with predefined options, both of which make documentation faster and more accurate.



Q: Are there best practices for maintaining an epic smart phrases

cheat sheet?

A: Best practices include regularly updating your cheat sheet, customizing phrases to your workflow,

auditing for accuracy, and soliciting feedback from colleagues.

Q: What types of phrases should be included in a cheat sheet?

A: Include phrases for common documentation elements such as history of present illness, review of

systems, physical exam, assessment, plan, and specialty-specific scenarios.

Q: How often should I update my cheat sheet?

A: You should review and update your cheat sheet at least quarterly, or whenever there are changes

in clinical protocols, documentation requirements, or personal workflow.

Q: What should I do if a Smart Phrase is not working as expected?

A: Check for typos, missing brackets, or incorrect SmartLink formatting. If the issue persists, contact

your Epic support team.

Q: Can Smart Phrases be used for patient education documentation?

A: Yes, many clinicians create Smart Phrases specifically for patient education, discharge instructions,

and follow-up plans to ensure consistent communication.

Q: Is it possible to access Smart Phrases from any Epic workstation?

A: Personal Smart Phrases are usually accessible from any Epic workstation within the same health

system, as they are tied to your user profile. Departmental phrases are available to all authorized



users in that group.
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