faith and skepticism guide

faith and skepticism guide is designed to help readers navigate the complex landscape where
belief and doubt intersect. In a world filled with diverse perspectives, understanding the principles of
faith and skepticism is essential for informed decision-making and personal growth. This
comprehensive guide explores the definitions, historical context, psychological factors, societal
impact, and practical strategies for balancing faith and skepticism. Whether you’re curious about
philosophical debates, seeking to cultivate discernment, or aiming to foster meaningful conversations,
this article offers actionable insights. The following sections will cover foundational concepts, the
benefits and challenges of each approach, their influence on society, and tips for finding harmony
between conviction and inquiry. Continue reading to discover how a balanced perspective can
empower your worldview and daily life.
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e Practical Applications in Everyday Life

Defining Faith and Skepticism

What is Faith?

Faith is the confident belief or trust in a person, concept, or system, often without direct evidence or
proof. It is commonly associated with religious and spiritual contexts, but it also extends to everyday
life, such as trust in relationships, institutions, and personal values. Faith allows individuals to find
meaning, make decisions under uncertainty, and maintain hope during challenging times. It is shaped
by upbringing, culture, and personal experiences, serving as a guiding principle for many.



What is Skepticism?

Skepticism is the practice of questioning, doubting, or critically evaluating claims, beliefs, and
information. Rooted in philosophical inquiry, skepticism encourages individuals to seek evidence,
analyze reasoning, and resist accepting ideas without sufficient justification. Skeptical thinking is
essential for avoiding deception, recognizing cognitive biases, and promoting intellectual honesty. It is
not synonymous with disbelief, but rather with a careful and methodical approach to understanding
reality.

Historical Perspectives on Faith and Skepticism

Ancient Philosophical Traditions

Throughout history, faith and skepticism have shaped philosophical discourse. Ancient Greek
philosophers like Socrates and Plato emphasized the importance of questioning accepted beliefs,
while others, such as Aristotle, sought rational foundations for faith in knowledge and ethics. In
Eastern philosophies, faith is often seen as a path to enlightenment, while skepticism is valued for
fostering mindful awareness.

Religious Movements and Enlightenment Thought

Major religious movements have historically promoted faith as a cornerstone of spiritual commitment.
The Enlightenment era, however, marked a shift toward skepticism, scientific inquiry, and empirical
reasoning. Thinkers such as René Descartes and David Hume advanced skepticism as a tool for
uncovering truth and challenging dogma. This ongoing dialogue between faith and skepticism
continues to shape modern intellectual and cultural landscapes.

Psychological Foundations of Belief and Doubt

Cognitive Processes Behind Faith

Belief formation relies on cognitive processes such as pattern recognition, emotional resonance, and
social reinforcement. Psychological research reveals that faith can provide comfort and stability,
especially during periods of uncertainty or adversity. Neurological studies indicate that trust and faith
activate reward centers in the brain, reinforcing positive feelings and resilience.



Mechanisms of Skeptical Thinking

Skepticism is rooted in critical thinking skills, including analysis, evaluation, and logical reasoning.
Individuals prone to skepticism often possess higher levels of cognitive flexibility and openness to
new information. Psychological mechanisms like cognitive dissonance and confirmation bias influence
the interplay between faith and doubt, highlighting the importance of self-awareness in decision-
making.

e Pattern recognition influences belief formation.
e Social factors reinforce both faith and skepticism.

e Critical thinking mitigates cognitive biases.

The Role of Faith in Society

Faith as a Social Cohesion Factor

Faith plays a significant role in uniting communities, establishing shared values, and fostering
cooperation. Religious institutions, cultural traditions, and ethical frameworks often rely on faith to
inspire collective action and mutual support. Faith-driven organizations contribute to charitable
initiatives, education, and social welfare, demonstrating the tangible impact of belief on societal well-
being.

Faith and Personal Identity

For many individuals, faith is central to personal identity and life purpose. It shapes moral convictions,
influences choices, and provides a sense of belonging. Faith can offer solace in times of crisis and
guide ethical decision-making. However, rigid adherence to unexamined beliefs may limit growth and
impede open-mindedness, underscoring the need for balance.

The Importance of Skepticism in Critical Thinking

Benefits of Skeptical Inquiry

Skepticism is essential for protecting against misinformation, pseudoscience, and manipulation. By
guestioning assumptions and demanding evidence, skeptical thinkers contribute to the advancement



of knowledge and the improvement of decision-making. Skepticism empowers individuals to detect
fallacies, evaluate risks, and avoid gullibility.

Risks of Excessive Doubt

While skepticism fosters discernment, excessive doubt can lead to cynicism, indecision, and isolation.
Persistent skepticism without a willingness to trust can erode relationships and hinder progress.
Recognizing healthy skepticism versus destructive doubt is crucial for maintaining productive inquiry
and emotional well-being.

1. Evaluating sources of information critically
2. Distinguishing between skepticism and cynicism

3. Promoting open-mindedness while maintaining standards

Balancing Faith and Skepticism: Strategies for Growth

Developing Intellectual Humility

Intellectual humility is the recognition that no one possesses all the answers. Embracing humility
enables individuals to acknowledge limitations, invite diverse perspectives, and adapt beliefs in light
of new evidence. This mindset encourages constructive dialogue and fosters mutual respect between
believers and skeptics.

Practicing Reflective Self-Inquiry

Reflective self-inquiry involves examining personal beliefs, motivations, and assumptions. Regular
reflection allows for the identification of biases and the integration of both faith and skepticism into a
coherent worldview. Journaling, meditation, and dialogue with trusted others are effective methods
for nurturing thoughtful self-examination.

Engaging in Respectful Dialogue

Open and respectful conversation is vital for bridging divides between faith and skepticism. Listening
actively, asking clarifying questions, and expressing empathy promote understanding and
collaborative problem-solving. Productive dialogue reduces polarization and fosters community
growth.



Common Challenges and Misconceptions

Misunderstanding the Nature of Faith

A common misconception is that faith requires blind acceptance or ignores evidence. In reality, faith
often coexists with reason, informed by personal experience and reflection. Faith can be dynamic,
evolving as individuals encounter new information and insights.

Skepticism as Mere Rejection

Skepticism is frequently mischaracterized as outright denial or negativity. True skepticism involves
open-minded inquiry and a willingness to adjust positions based on credible evidence. It is a process
for seeking truth, not a stance of perpetual disbelief.

Practical Applications in Everyday Life

Making Decisions with Faith and Skepticism

Balancing faith and skepticism is beneficial for personal and professional decision-making. Trusting
intuition while verifying facts enables sound choices, especially in complex or uncertain situations.
This approach reduces errors and enhances confidence.

Fostering Healthy Relationships

Both faith and skepticism contribute to healthy relationships. Trust builds intimacy and cooperation,
while skepticism ensures boundaries and discernment. Navigating disagreements with empathy and
careful reasoning leads to lasting connections.

Promoting Lifelong Learning and Growth

A balanced perspective encourages curiosity, adaptability, and intellectual development. Embracing
both faith and skepticism leads to lifelong learning, resilience, and a richer understanding of the
world.



Trending and Relevant Questions & Answers About
Faith and Skepticism Guide

Q: How can someone balance faith and skepticism in daily
decision-making?

A: By combining trust in intuition with critical evaluation of evidence, individuals can make informed
choices while remaining open to new perspectives.

Q: What are the main benefits of maintaining a skeptical
outlook?

A: Skepticism enhances critical thinking, prevents misinformation, and promotes rational decision-
making, helping people avoid manipulation and error.

Q: Can faith and skepticism coexist within the same belief
system?

A: Yes, faith and skepticism can coexist, allowing individuals to hold convictions while remaining
receptive to questioning and new information.

Q: Why is intellectual humility important in discussions about
faith and skepticism?

A: Intellectual humility fosters open-mindedness, encourages respectful dialogue, and allows for the
integration of diverse viewpoints.

Q: What psychological factors influence a person's tendency
toward faith or skepticism?

A: Factors include upbringing, cognitive style, emotional needs, social environment, and experiences
that shape trust and doubt.

Q: How does skepticism contribute to scientific advancement?

A: Skepticism drives scientific inquiry by demanding evidence, challenging assumptions, and
promoting rigorous testing of theories.



Q: Are there risks associated with excessive faith or
skepticism?

A: Excessive faith can lead to dogmatism and closed-mindedness, while excessive skepticism may
result in cynicism and indecision.

Q: How does faith impact social cohesion and community
building?

A: Faith fosters shared values and cooperation, uniting individuals through collective purpose and
moral frameworks.

Q: What strategies help integrate faith and skepticism for
personal growth?

A: Strategies include practicing intellectual humility, engaging in reflective self-inquiry, and
participating in respectful dialogue.

Q: How do cultural differences shape approaches to faith and
skepticism?

A: Cultural traditions, religious beliefs, and societal norms influence how communities value and
balance faith and skepticism.
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faith and skepticism guide: A Skeptic's Guide to Faith Philip Yancey, 2009 For those on the
borderlands of belief, Philip Yancey confronts questions of faith and religion head-on. If this is God's
world, why doesn't it look more like it? For anyone who's ever wondered if the visible world is all
there is--for anyone who feels like an empirical understanding of reality is missing
something--bestselling author and fellow pilgrim Philip Yancey comes beside you to explore this tug
between the visible and the invisible. In the gentle, understanding voice of one who's been through
skepticism, Yancey investigates questions like: What is the good life? Do my deepest experiences of
beauty and pain have meaning? Is there life after death? If God does exist, why does this world seem
to be coming apart at the seams? Does faith make any difference in my daily life? A Skeptic's Guide
to Faith, previously titled Rumors of Another World, reads like a conversation, inviting those
skeptical of religion and turned off by the church to consider the possibility of an unseen world
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coexisting with our visible world. According to Yancey, A thin membrane of belief separates the
natural from the supernatural. What makes it so hard for some of us to cross that membrane? Look
inside to find out. In this powerful read, Yancey tackles the tough questions and, in the process,
comes up with a fresh new approach to this timeless topic

faith and skepticism guide: The Seeker's Guide to Faith ]J. Peter Baumgarten, 2020-11-23
The Seeker’s Guide to Faith confronts and answers the thirteen principal arguments against God
that are now advanced by modern secularist movement (sometimes called New Atheism) using the
powerful insights and teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. There are many
books written to encourage faith for people who are experiencing doubts about God generally.
However, this book is the only one of its kind by a Latter-day Saint author that directly and
specifically challenges all the main arguments against faith in God that are now aggressively
asserted by the belligerent modern secular movement. Its uniqueness is enhanced by the fact that
the doctrines and teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are used whenever
applicable to effectively answer the challenges raised by this movement. This author believes that
the unique teachings and insights of the Church are better suited than those of any other faith for
answering those challenges. Furthermore, the author’s professional and volunteer activities have
afforded him the opportunity to know and work with people of nearly all religious backgrounds, in
nearly all walks of life. Recent experiences have led him to examine the reasons many apparently
intelligent people reject faith. His legal background and training have aided him in spotting and
understanding the weaknesses and flaws of the logical underpinnings of atheism. His Gospel
upbringing as a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has helped him see
through the fog of the dogma and arguments of atheism to the “More Excellent Way” afforded by the
Gospel’s plan of happiness. He hopes The Seeker’s Guide to Faith will help others who stand at the
crossroads of their doubts to find their faith in Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.

faith and skepticism guide: Skepticism in the Modern Age José Raimundo Maia Neto, Gianni
Paganini, John Christian Laursen, 2009 Since the publication of the first edition of Richard Popkin s
classic The History of Scepticism in 1960, skepticism has been increasingly recognized as a major
force in the development of early modern philosophy. This book provides a review of current
scholarship and significant updated research on some of the main thinkers and issues related to the
reappraisal of ancient skepticism in the modern age. Special attention is given to the nature,
importance, and relation to religion of Montaigne s and Hume s skepticisms; to the various skeptical
and non-skeptical sources of Cartesian doubt; to the skeptical and anti-skeptical impact of
Cartesianism in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; and to philosophers who dealt with
skeptical issues in the development of their own various intellectual interests.

faith and skepticism guide: Ten Biblical Concepts Yung Y. Yang, 2025-05-15 This book
focuses on ten biblical words or concepts: faith, doubt, sin, salvation, the kingdom of God, election
and predestination, repentance, death and the afterlife, heaven and hell, and eternal life. Each entry
begins with an introduction followed by common misconceptions, clarifications, corrections, and
debunking. Then word studies, biblical studies, relevant theologies, insights, and practical
implications shed further light on each word. With its balanced and scholarly approach, this guide
empowers readers to grasp the nuances of these essential concepts, enhancing their spiritual
journeys and encouraging deeper engagement with Scripture. It serves as an indispensable resource
for those committed to strengthening their theological foundations and applying these insights to
their daily faith walk.

faith and skepticism guide: Skepticism and American Faith Christopher Grasso, 2018-06-04
Between the Revolution and the Civil War, the dialogue of religious skepticism and faith profoundly
shaped America. Although usually rendered nearly invisible, skepticism touched-and sometimes
transformed-more lives than might be expected from standard accounts. This book examines
Americans wrestling with faith and doubt as they tried to make sense of their world.

faith and skepticism guide: The Bible Jesus Read Philip Yancey, 2010-05-18 Take a
pilgrimage through some of the most challenging—and rewarding—parts of the Old Testament with



bestselling author Philip Yancey. Because it is often daunting, many Christians approach Old
Testament carefully. Or avoid it altogether. But each of the books of the Old Testament—the Bible
Jesus read—contains an essential part of the story of grace. The more we comprehend the Old
Testament, Yancey writes, the more we comprehend Jesus. In The Bible Jesus Read, Yancey
challenges the perception that the New Testament is more important than the Old. Writing with
keen insight into the human condition and God’s provision for it, he sets off on a personal journey
through the parts we most like to keep at arm’s length—]Job, Deuteronomy, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and
the Prophets—and he asks us to bring our own questions, concerns, and our openness to the
wonders of God. We may discover that this set of writings that comprise the Old Testament is at
once as mystifying and strangely satisfying as life itself—that it’s worth the effort it takes to read
and wrestle with. Because reading the Scriptures that Jesus so revered gives us a profound new
understanding of Christ, the Cornerstone of the new covenant.

faith and skepticism guide: A Skeptic's Guide to Belief Ken Crispin, 2019-04-04 What
would happen if you faced your doubts, set aside your preconceptions, and decided to follow the
path of truth wherever it might lead? Most people, whether believers or atheists, doggedly defend
what they have always believed. Many see this as an expression of faith. Yet, there is something
almost inexpressibly sad about the plight of people living out their lives in reliance upon beliefs they
dare not question. Perhaps that is why many of us come to a point at which we feel compelled to
pursue the truth, no matter what the implications. But even if we found the courage to embark upon
such a journey, could we really find a path through the scientific, philosophical, experiential, and
theological thickets that surround the great questions of life? And if we did, would we know the truth
and be set free? Would we be forced to face a long-feared despair? Or would we find ourselves still
staring impotently at an enigmatic universe? This is a book unlike any other. It addresses these
questions with unflinching honesty, drawing evidence from a diversity of scientific fields and
subjecting the competing arguments to rigorous skeptical analysis.

faith and skepticism guide: The Effect of the EEOC's Proposed Guidelines on Religion in the
Workplace United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Courts
and Administrative Practice, 1996

faith and skepticism guide: INERRANCY OF SCRIPTURE Edward D. Andrews, 2020-08-13
Inerrancy of Scripture: How Can We Believe Inerrancy of Scripture in the Originals When We Don't
Have the Originals? delves into the complexities surrounding the authenticity and inerrancy of the
Bible. Author and conservative Bible scholar, provides a comprehensive exploration of how faith in
the inerrancy of Scripture can be maintained even in the absence of original biblical texts.
Throughout the book, the author examines the formation of the Canon, scrutinizes the doctrine of
biblical inerrancy and infallibility, and explores why we don't necessarily need the original
manuscripts to believe in the inerrancy of Scripture. The discourse extends to why the Holy Spirit
would allow for errors in copies after inspiring the original inerrant texts and probes how we can
reconcile belief in inerrant originals when we don't possess them. Diving into the book writing
process of the New Testament, the author discusses the place of writing, the role of the scribe, and
the influence of inspiration and inerrancy during the writing process. Further sections of the book
tackle the issues of textual variants, the early Christian view of the integrity of the Greek New
Testament books, and the legacy of the Hebrew Scriptures. As skepticism grows in the modern age,
the author brings attention to the dangers of skepticism, ambiguity, and uncertainty, and offers
readers a faithful response to selective skepticism when it comes to God and the Bible. The book also
explores the role of the Holy Spirit in the inspiration of the Bible's authors and presents explanations
for common Bible difficulties. Inerrancy of Scripture concludes with a thoughtful consideration of
why God has allowed the proliferation of different religions, numerous Christian denominations, and
a multitude of textual variants in the books He inspired. This work serves as a detailed and nuanced
study for those seeking to navigate the intersections of faith, historical criticism, and scriptural
understanding in the pursuit of biblical inerrancy. Ideal for scholars, theologians, and anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of the reliability of Scripture, this book is an invaluable addition to



your theological library.

faith and skepticism guide: Christian skepticism John Owen, 1881

faith and skepticism guide: Armageddon Approaching David Cooper, 2025-07-29 Good news:
God's redemptive plan is unfolding in the end times - accessible, down-to-earth explanation of what
the Bible actually says about Christ's return and current events - replace fear with peace and hope -
understand that the destiny of our world is not termination but transformation We live in an
unprecedented time, when biblical prophecies are being fulfilled before our very eyes! So why, as
the return of Christ draws ever nearer, does talk of the end times among Christians cause fear?
Unraveling the complexities of Revelation and biblical prophecies, Pastor David Cooper offers an
accessible, down-to-earth explanation of what the Bible actually says about the return of Christ and
current world events, helping you ‘- recognize the rise of globalism and political shifts that are
setting the stage for the coming Antichrist - understand how current wars and conflicts are leading
toward Armageddon - outline the time frame and world conditions that will usher in Jesus' return -
interpret biblical symbols of end-times prophecy - replace fear with peace The good news is that the
end of this age is the beginning of a new age as God unfolds his eternal plans for the world. We can
witness with hope to a frightened world that the future destiny of this world is not termination but
transformation at the glorious appearing of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

faith and skepticism guide: Watching Waiting Jack Hibbs, 2025-11-04 Live Today in Light of
Tomorrow Are you ready for what the future holds? From the prophetic visions in the book of
Revelation to the End Times teachings of Jesus, Watching Waiting will deepen your understanding of
God’s plan for the future and your role in it. This book is more than a collection of devotions; it is a
call to live courageously, love deeply, share boldly, and walk faithfully as you anticipate Christ’s
return. Whether you are new to Bible prophecy or have studied it for years, Watching Waiting will
inspire you to keep your eyes on the horizon, your feet planted firmly on the foundation of faith, and
your heart rooted in Christ. As you journey through these 40 devotions, you will find hope,
encouragement, and a renewed passion for living out your faith in the End Times. Prepare your
heart. Strengthen your spirit. Embrace the call to watch and wait for the glorious return of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ!

faith and skepticism guide: Religionsphilosophie nach Wittgenstein Esther
Heinrich-Ramharter, 2024-08-06 Konnen religiose und nicht-religiose Menschen einander
verstehen? Sprechen sie dieselbe Sprache? Gibt es gerechtfertigte Einwande gegen
Glaubensiiberzeugungen? Wie verhalt sich religioser Glaube zu ,gewohnlichem’ Glauben? Ist er
nichts anderes als Ausdruck von Gefuhlen? Von welcher Art sind religiose Gewissheiten? -
Wittgenstein hat seine Gedanken zu diesen Themen (aulSer in Vorlesungen) nie gebundelt, sie finden
sich nur vereinzelt und quer durch sein Werk verstreut. Dennoch haben seine Uberlegungen zu
mannigfaltigen und ausfihrlichen philosophischen und theologischen Texten angeregt. In diesem
Band wird einerseits ein Uberblick iiber die vorhandenen Forschungsdiskussionen gegeben,
andererseits kommen ganz neue Perspektiven in den Blick. Der Schwerpunkt liegt dabei auf der
deutschsprachigen Philosophie, aber es werden auch Anschlussmoglichkeiten an angelsachsische
Diskurse aufgezeigt.

faith and skepticism guide: Unreason Kendrick Frazier, Benjamin Radford, 2023-10-17
UNREASON: Exploring Pseudoscience, Conspiracies, and Extraordinary Claims is a collection of
forty-five of the best articles the legendary Skeptical Inquirer magazine has published in the past
decade. Featuring articles from writers including Neil deGrasse Tyson on the process of science,
Richard Dawkins on the standards of truth, Elizabeth Loftus on memory, Steven Pinker on the notion
of progress, and many others covering topics from the politicization of science to the frightening rise
of misinformation, each entry in this collection brings scientific examination to bear in order to
ferret out the facts and misconceptions behind popular claims. All of the articles within are
interesting and readable. Yet they are also quite diverse. Some articles reinforce and complement
each other; others (as happens in science) may voice disagreements or differing perspectives. But
they all have one thing in common: a respect for evidence—a demand for the best, most well-tested,



most scientifically reliable information. Readers will learn: Why and how conspiracy rumors start,
spread, and readily gain believers How to stay afloat in a sea of disinformation and survive the age
of misinformation Why and how we form beliefs and adhere to them so powerfully How and why
memory is fallible—and what we can do about it How pseudoexperiments mislead the public about
science Unreason will arm readers with scientific knowledge to curb the misinformation and
misconceptions that increasingly threaten our civil discourse. Even further, these essays present a
way for us to be better citizens, equipped to deal with the winds of misinformation and
disinformation swirling about us and better able to look ahead to a world where science and
reason—indeed just good old common sense—can prevail.

faith and skepticism guide: Religion and Scientific Naturalism David Ray Griffin,
2000-05-18 Articulates a metaphysical position capable of rendering both science and religious
experience simultaneously and mutually intelligible.

faith and skepticism guide: Guides and Guards in Character-building Charles Henry Payne,
1883

faith and skepticism guide: A Guide to Universal Truths Robert Thomas Fertig, 2007-01-26
New York Times best selling author Ellen Tanner Marsh: What is the ultimate truth about life? For
centuries, learned minds have struggled to seek the answer. Now, in the groundbreaking and
thought-provoking book A Guide to Universal Truths, explores powerful evidence ... that we were
created by an infinitely superior and perfect Being who gave us free will so that we might evolve
[spiritually]. Fertig's book just might have touched on the ultimate answers to the purpose and
meaning of life on earth. ...Boldly stated and beautifully written, A Guide to Universal Truths is
clearly a roadmap to our higher purpose. Fertig's book answers most of The God Delusion issues.
Faith and reason are not only compatible, but are essential for a fuller, richer spiritual life, the
author concludes. A chapter on Islam & Christianity covers theological, cultural, and historical
differences, so that one may better appreciate where both sides are coming from. Muslims, after
reviewing these differences, might consider what Christianity offers.

faith and skepticism guide: Engaging Life’s Deepest Questions: Student’s Guide Dr. Octavian
Caius Obeada, The Student’s Guide to Engaging Life’s Deepest Questions: Apologetics in a Complex
World is an academically structured resource designed to equip students with the tools necessary
for thoughtful and faithful engagement with today’s cultural and philosophical challenges.
Developed for use in both academic and ministry settings, the guide offers: ¢ Clear learning
objectives and key concepts for each chapter ¢ Guided reflection questions that encourage personal
and intellectual growth ¢ Practical applications to connect apologetics with real-world issues ¢
Biblical and theological foundations for responding to skepticism ¢ Culturally informed analysis of
contemporary moral and existential questions This manual is designed not merely to inform but to
form students, helping them develop clarity, discernment, and confidence as they explore and
defend the Christian worldview in an increasingly complex and pluralistic society.

faith and skepticism guide: God and Skepticism T. Penelhum, 2012-12-06 This book is an
exercise in philosophical criticism. What I criticize are some variations on a recurrent theme in
religious thought: the theme that faith and reason are so disparate that faith is not undermined, but
strengthened, if we judge that reason can give it no support. The common name for this view is
Fideism. Those representatives of it that I have chosen to discuss do more, however, than insist on
keeping faith free of the alleged contaminations of philosophical argument. They consider the case
for Fideism to be made even stronger if one judges that reason cannot give us truth or assurance
outside the sphere of faith any more than within it. In other words, they sustain their Fideism by an
appeal to Skepticism. I call them, therefore, Skeptical Fideists. Skeptical Fideism is not a mere
historical curiosity. Richard Popkin has shown us how wide its impact in the formative period of
modern philosophy has been; and its impact on modern theological and apologetic reasoning has
been immense. In my view, anyone who wishes to assess many of the assump tions current in the
theologies of our time has to take account of it; I think, therefore, that there is a topical value in
examining the figures whose views I discuss here - Erasmus, Montaigne, Bayle, and more




importantly, Pascal and Kierkegaard.

faith and skepticism guide: Religion, Supernaturalism, the Paranormal and
Pseudoscience Homayun Sidky, 2019-11-30 Religion, Supernaturalism, the Paranormal, and
Pseudoscience provides a comprehensive rejoinder to the challenges posed to science, scientific
anthropology, evolutionary theory and rationality by the advocates of supernatural, paranormal, and
pseudoscientific perspectives and modes of thought associated with the current rise of irrationalism,
antiintellectualism, and emboldened religious fundamentalism and violence. Drawing upon H.
Sidky’s scientific anthropological background and ethnographic field research of supernatural and
paranormal beliefs and practices in several cultures over three decades, the book answers several
important questions: Why do humans have a proclivity for the supernatural and paranormal
thinking? Why has humanity remained shackled to sets of ideas inherited from a violent past that
have no basis in reality and which bestow an illusionary solace, promote bloodshed, endless cruelties
and fervent hatreds, and have come at a high cost? Why have ancient superstitions been held as
sacred, inviolate truths while other aspects of the archaic belief systems of which they were a part
have long been discarded? Why have not humans outgrown religion and paranormal beliefs?
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