female dystopian novels

female dystopian novels have carved a distinctive niche in contemporary literature, blending
powerful storytelling with thought-provoking social commentary. These novels often feature
compelling female protagonists who navigate oppressive societies, challenge authoritarian regimes,
and fight for survival and autonomy. Throughout this article, readers will discover the evolution of
female dystopian novels, explore seminal works and influential authors, examine recurring themes,
and learn about the impact these stories have had on readers and popular culture. The discussion
will include classic titles, modern masterpieces, and the ways in which these novels continue to
shape the literary landscape. With a focus on representation, narrative innovation, and thematic
depth, this comprehensive guide offers valuable insights into the world of female dystopian fiction.
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Understanding Female Dystopian Novels

Female dystopian novels are a subgenre of speculative fiction that center on women navigating
repressive, often totalitarian societies where individual freedoms are severely restricted. These
stories typically use dystopian settings to explore gender roles, power dynamics, and the struggle for
autonomy. By placing female characters at the forefront, these novels offer unique perspectives on
resistance, resilience, and the quest for equality. Authors utilize this genre to critique real-world
issues such as patriarchy, surveillance, reproductive rights, and social justice. The genre is
characterized by its imaginative world-building, tension-filled plots, and rich character development,
making female dystopian novels both entertaining and intellectually stimulating.

The Evolution of Female Dystopian Literature

Origins and Early Works



The roots of female dystopian literature can be traced back to early 20th-century speculative fiction,
though it was not until the latter half of the century that female-centered dystopias gained
significant traction. Pioneering works challenged societal norms and reflected growing feminist
movements. These novels used imagined futures to address contemporary gender inequalities and
envision worlds where female characters confront institutionalized oppression.

Rise in Popularity

With the publication of landmark novels in the 1980s and 1990s, female dystopian fiction saw a
surge in popularity. The genre expanded alongside societal changes, responding to debates about
women's rights, bodily autonomy, and political representation. As more female authors and
protagonists emerged, the genre diversified in style and subject matter, attracting wider audiences
and critical acclaim.

Modern Developments

In recent decades, female dystopian novels have become increasingly relevant, reflecting modern
anxieties about surveillance, environmental collapse, and digital control. The genre now includes
young adult fiction, graphic novels, and cross-cultural narratives, demonstrating its adaptability and
continued resonance. Today’s female dystopian literature often intersects with other genres,
including science fiction, fantasy, and thriller, further expanding its reach and significance.

Influential Authors and Iconic Works

Margaret Atwood

Margaret Atwood is widely regarded as a foundational figure in female dystopian fiction. Her novel
"The Handmaid's Tale" remains one of the most cited and studied works in the genre. Atwood’s
writing combines speculative world-building with incisive social critique, focusing on themes of
reproductive control, surveillance, and resistance.

Octavia E. Butler

Octavia E. Butler’s novels, such as "Parable of the Sower" and "Kindred," explore dystopian futures
shaped by race, gender, and class. Butler’s protagonists are often women of color who must navigate
hostile environments, making her work essential reading in discussions of intersectionality within
dystopian literature.



Other Noteworthy Authors

e Naomi Alderman ("The Power")

e Veronica Roth ("Divergent" series)

e Suzanne Collins ("The Hunger Games" trilogy)
e Lauren Oliver ("Delirium" series)

¢ Louise Erdrich ("Future Home of the Living God")

These authors have contributed diverse perspectives and innovative storytelling to the genre,
shaping its evolution and broadening its appeal.

Key Themes in Female Dystopian Novels

Power and Oppression

Female dystopian novels frequently examine the impact of authoritarian regimes and patriarchal
societies on women’s lives. Through plotlines involving surveillance, restriction of rights, and
institutional control, these stories highlight the ways in which power is wielded and resisted.

Identity and Autonomy

The struggle for personal autonomy is central to many female dystopian narratives. Protagonists
often grapple with identity, agency, and self-discovery amidst oppressive circumstances. The genre
explores how women reclaim power, assert their voices, and redefine themselves in hostile worlds.

Resistance and Revolution

Acts of resistance, both overt and covert, drive the action in female dystopian novels. Characters
challenge societal norms, organize rebellions, and forge alliances to fight for freedom. Through
these stories, authors illustrate the importance of solidarity, courage, and hope in the face of
adversity.

Reproductive Rights and Bodily Integrity

Issues surrounding reproductive control and bodily integrity are prominent in the genre. Novels like



"The Handmaid’s Tale" and "Future Home of the Living God" interrogate the relationship between
state power and women'’s reproductive choices, raising important questions about autonomy and
consent.

Impact on Literature and Popular Culture

Literary Recognition

Female dystopian novels have received widespread critical acclaim and numerous literary awards.
Their influence extends to academic discussions, literary criticism, and feminist theory. These works
are frequently studied in educational settings for their social relevance and narrative innovation.

Adaptations and Media Influence

Many female dystopian novels have been adapted into films, television series, and graphic novels,
reaching global audiences and shaping cultural conversations. Adaptations such as "The Handmaid'’s
Tale" and "The Hunger Games" have become cultural touchstones, sparking debate about their
themes and real-world parallels.

Societal Impact

The genre has inspired activism and dialogue about women's rights, equality, and justice. These
novels provide frameworks for understanding contemporary struggles, motivating readers to engage
with issues of gender, power, and social change. Through their stories, female dystopian novels
contribute to ongoing cultural and political discourse.

Notable Titles and Must-Read Books

—_

. "The Handmaid’s Tale" by Margaret Atwood

2. "The Power" by Naomi Alderman

3. "Parable of the Sower" by Octavia E. Butler

4. "The Hunger Games" trilogy by Suzanne Collins

5. "Divergent" series by Veronica Roth

6. "Future Home of the Living God" by Louise Erdrich

7. "Delirium" series by Lauren Oliver



These titles represent some of the most influential and widely-read female dystopian novels. Each
offers a unique perspective on dystopian futures, with memorable heroines and compelling
narratives that challenge readers to reflect on societal norms.

Why Female Dystopian Novels Matter Today

Female dystopian novels remain relevant in today’s rapidly changing world. Their exploration of
gender, power, and resistance speaks directly to contemporary debates about equality, justice, and
autonomy. By imagining alternative futures and challenging oppressive systems, these novels
encourage critical thinking and social engagement. Readers find inspiration in the courage and
resilience of female protagonists, while authors continue to experiment with form, genre, and
perspective. The enduring popularity and impact of female dystopian fiction ensure that these
stories will continue to shape literary and cultural conversations for years to come.

Q: What defines a female dystopian novel?

A: A female dystopian novel is a work of fiction set in an imagined oppressive society, featuring
female protagonists who confront social, political, or gender-based injustices. These novels focus on
themes like autonomy, resistance, and the struggle for equality from a distinctly female perspective.

Q: Which female dystopian novels are considered classics?

A: Classic female dystopian novels include "The Handmaid’s Tale" by Margaret Atwood, "Parable of
the Sower" by Octavia E. Butler, and "The Hunger Games" trilogy by Suzanne Collins. These works
are celebrated for their powerful themes and influential storytelling.

Q: What are common themes in female dystopian novels?

A: Common themes include power and oppression, identity and autonomy, resistance and revolution,
reproductive rights, and the role of women in society. These themes are explored through the lens of
female characters facing adversity.

Q: Who are some influential authors in this genre?

A: Influential authors of female dystopian novels include Margaret Atwood, Octavia E. Butler, Naomi
Alderman, Suzanne Collins, Veronica Roth, and Louise Erdrich. Their works have shaped the genre
and expanded its reach.

Q: How have female dystopian novels impacted popular
culture?

A: Many female dystopian novels have become cultural phenomena through adaptations into films



and television, such as "The Handmaid’s Tale" and "The Hunger Games." These stories influence
public discourse on gender, power, and social justice.

Q: Are there young adult female dystopian novels?

A: Yes, the genre includes popular young adult series like "Divergent" by Veronica Roth and
"Delirium" by Lauren Oliver. These books engage younger audiences with relatable heroines and
accessible storytelling.

Q: What role does intersectionality play in female dystopian
novels?

A: Intersectionality is increasingly important, as authors explore how race, class, sexuality, and
other identities shape women'’s experiences in dystopian worlds. Novels by Octavia E. Butler are
especially noted for this nuanced approach.

Q: Why do female dystopian novels resonate with readers?

A: Readers connect with the genre because it addresses universal struggles for freedom, justice, and
identity, often reflecting real-world challenges. The resilience and agency of female protagonists
inspire and empower audiences.

Q: What are some recent female dystopian novels to read?

A: Recent notable titles include "The Power" by Naomi Alderman, "Future Home of the Living God"
by Louise Erdrich, and "Girls Burn Brighter" by Shobha Rao. These works offer fresh perspectives
and timely themes.

Q: How do female dystopian novels differ from traditional
dystopian fiction?

A: Female dystopian novels foreground women'’s experiences and perspectives, often focusing on
gender-based issues and social critique. They challenge traditional dystopian narratives by centering
female voices and exploring intersectional identities.

Female Dystopian Novels
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female dystopian novels: Female Rebellion in Young Adult Dystopian Fiction Sara K. Day,
Miranda A. Green-Barteet, Amy L. Montz, 2016-04-15 Responding to the increasingly powerful
presence of dystopian literature for young adults, this volume focuses on novels featuring a female
protagonist who contends with societal and governmental threats at the same time that she is
navigating the treacherous waters of young adulthood. The contributors relate the liminal nature of
the female protagonist to liminality as a unifying feature of dystopian literature, literature for and
about young women, and cultural expectations of adolescent womanhood. Divided into three
sections, the collection investigates cultural assumptions and expectations of adolescent women,
considers the various means of resistance and rebellion made available to and explored by female
protagonists, and examines how the adolescent female protagonist is situated with respect to the
groups and environments that surround her. In a series of thought-provoking essays on a wide range
of writers that includes Libba Bray, Scott Westerfeld, Tahereh Mafi, Veronica Roth, Marissa Meyer,
Ally Condie, and Suzanne Collins, the collection makes a convincing case for how this rebellious
figure interrogates the competing constructions of adolescent womanhood in late-twentieth- and
early twenty-first-century culture.

female dystopian novels: Role of Women in Utopian and Dystopian Novels Jelena
Vukadinovic, 2009-04-20 Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, RWTH Aachen University, language: English, abstract:
Being a great lover of mythological tales since childhood, I have early discovered that certain traits
and patterns of behaviour were usually ascribed to certain gender roles. Yet even within the roles of
the respective genders, considerable differences were to be found. Those who shared many
characteristics tended to end in similar ways. Strong and capable Penthesilea ends dead on the
battlefield of Troy and her corpse is raped by Achilles. Atalanta, who beats male heroes in great
adventures is tricked into marriage against her will, by an offended goddess and a man who is not
her equal. Helen’s beauty has the power to launch thousand ships. Yet Helen herself is only a toy for
men and gods. Penelope sits and weaves for twenty years waiting for her husband to return from a
Trojan war while he is pursued and seduced by enchantresses. The more I read, in mythology and
other fiction, the more often I discovered some endlessly repeating characteristics and patterns of
behaviour of diverse roles. During my studies I became very interested in gender roles in
Anglo-American literature, again particularly in those of female characters. Female roles in
literature were always the more interesting to me when read from the background of the historical
period in which they were created. Some of those fictional characters reflected the roles women
were expected to fill at that particular age and geographical area. Others again were bad examples
and warnings of what happens to women who do not fit into socially accepted roles. Once in a while
a heroine would rise above the expected roles yet in the end she would return to the domestic area
in which she was expected to be, or she would be destroyed. Of course there were always
exceptions. Yet the first permanent and recognisable change of such roles in literature becomes
obvious at the turn from the 19th to the 20th century. It is no coincidence that the same time in
history marks the rise of the women'’s liberation and suffrage movement with sweeping changes
occurring in many issues of gender and social class. For the next hundred years, the roles and
characteristics of women in literature underwent a greater change than in all previous centuries put
together.

female dystopian novels: Female Rebellion in Young Adult Dystopian Fiction Sara K. Day,
Miranda A. Green-Barteet, Amy L. Montz, 2016-04-15 Responding to the increasingly powerful
presence of dystopian literature for young adults, this volume focuses on novels featuring a female
protagonist who contends with societal and governmental threats at the same time that she is
navigating the treacherous waters of young adulthood. The contributors relate the liminal nature of
the female protagonist to liminality as a unifying feature of dystopian literature, literature for and
about young women, and cultural expectations of adolescent womanhood. Divided into three
sections, the collection investigates cultural assumptions and expectations of adolescent women,
considers the various means of resistance and rebellion made available to and explored by female



protagonists, and examines how the adolescent female protagonist is situated with respect to the
groups and environments that surround her. In a series of thought-provoking essays on a wide range
of writers that includes Libba Bray, Scott Westerfeld, Tahereh Mafi, Veronica Roth, Marissa Meyer,
Ally Condie, and Suzanne Collins, the collection makes a convincing case for how this rebellious
figure interrogates the competing constructions of adolescent womanhood in late-twentieth- and
early twenty-first-century culture.

female dystopian novels: Women's Utopian and Dystopian Fiction Sharon R. Wilson,
2014-07-18 Women'’s Utopian and Dystopian Fiction explores the genres of utopian and dystopian
recent fiction. It is about how this literature of both imagined perfection and disaster creates new
worlds and critiques gender roles, traditions, and values. Essays range in subject matter from
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, P. D. James, Joanna Russ, and Marge Piercy, to Ursula Le Guin, Fay
Weldon, and Toni Morrison. Two of the three sections focus on Doris Lessing and Margaret Atwood.
Examining especially the twentieth century, including second-wave feminism, writers from Tunisia,
Turkey, Italy, Korea, the US, and England give both an historical and a global perspective. Utopian
and dystopian elements are explored in the Nobel-Prize-winning Doris Lessing’s Memoirs of a
Survivor, the little-known Mara and Dann, and The Cleft; and new perspectives are offered on
Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.

female dystopian novels: The Representation Of Women In Utopian And Dystopian
Literature Katharina Kirchhoff, 2013-02-15 Bachelor Thesis from the year 2012 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,8, University of Leipzig, language:
English, abstract: The purpose of this study is to analyse the representation of women in utopian and
dystopian literature. The research question of this paper is: To what extent is the representation of
women and their status in the fictional societies determined by gender relations in the context of the
distribution of power? To explore this question the historical context in which s/he wrote the novel is
also assumed to be important. The approach applied to this thesis is based on gender and literary
studies. In order to analyse the representation of women, this thesis offers a coherent structure
consisting of four important steps. Firstly, each novel will be introduced with a brief paragraph on
the historical background. Secondly, the power relations of the society have to be observed. Thirdly,
the resulting gender relations will be analysed. Finally, in the context of the prior three steps of this
thesis, the representation of women will be observed. In addition, I will use traditional female
stereotypes in literature as a criterion for the analysis of the representation of women. The novels
chosen for this purpose are Herland, written by Charlotte Perkins Gilman in 1915, followed by the
dystopia Brave New World, written by Aldous Huxley in 1932. The final novel will be the dystopia
The Handmaid'’s Tale, written by Margarete Atwood in 1985. The last section of this thesis will
compare the results of the analyses and clarify in how far power and gender relations determine the
representation of women in utopian and dystopian literature in the light of the historical context of
the novel.

female dystopian novels: Absent Rebels: Criticism and Network Power in 21st Century
Dystopian Fiction Annika Gonnermann, 2021-04-19 Absent Rebels: Criticism and Network Power in
21st Century Dystopian Fiction focuses on the relationship between literary dystopia, network power
and neoliberalism, explaining why rebellion against a dystopian system is absent in so many
contemporary dystopian novels. Also, this book helps readers understand modern power
mechanisms and shows ways how to overcome them in our own daily lives.

female dystopian novels: Women in Science Fiction and Fantasy Robin Anne Reid, 2008-12-30
Works of science fiction and fantasy increasingly explore gender issues, feature women as central
characters, and are written by women writers. This book examines women's contributions to science
fiction and fantasy across a range of media and genres, such as fiction, nonfiction, film, television,
art, comics, graphic novels, and music. The first volume offers survey essays on major topics, such as
sexual identities, fandom, women's writing groups, and feminist spirituality; the second provides
alphabetically arranged entries on more specific subjects, such as Hindu mythology, Toni Morrison,
magical realism, and Margaret Atwood. Entries are written by expert contributors and cite works for




further reading, and the set closes with a selected, general bibliography. Students and general
readers love science fiction and fantasy. And science fiction and fantasy works increasingly explore
gender issues, feature women as central characters, and are written by women writers. Older works
demonstrate attitudes toward women in times past, while more recent works grapple with
contemporary social issues. This book helps students use science fiction and fantasy to understand
the contributions of women writers, the representation of women in the media, and the experiences
of women in society.

female dystopian novels: The Science Fiction Handbook M. Keith Booker, Anne-Marie Thomas,
2009-03-30 The Science Fiction Handbook offers a comprehensive and accessible survey of one of
the literary world's most fascinating genres. Includes separate historical surveys of key subgenres
including time-travel narratives, post-apocalyptic and post-disaster narratives and works of utopian
and dystopian science fiction Each subgenre survey includes an extensive list of relevant critical
readings, recommended novels in the subgenre, and recommended films relevant to the subgenre
Features entries on a number of key science fiction authors and extensive discussion of major
science fiction novels or sequences Writers and works include Isaac Asimov; Margaret Atwood;
George Orwell; Ursula K. Le Guin; The War of the Worlds (1898); Starship Troopers (1959); Mars
Trilogy (1993-6); and many more A 'Science Fiction Glossary' completes this indispensable
Handbook

female dystopian novels: Translation and Interpretation Raul Calzoni, Francesca Di Blasio,
Greta Perletti, 2022-08-08 A volume in honour of Angela Locatelli The book explores the significance
of literary translation and interpretation, in the widest sense of terms, as multiple processes of
meaning and cultural transfer, by investigating how and why literature can be considered as a
repository and a disseminator of knowledge and values. Featuring essays by a number of scholars
focusing on a wide range of literary and critical texts of different nations and cultures and
encompassing the last three centuries, this book intends to offer a contribution to the study of
translation and interpretation as literary processes of cultural and epistemic dissemination of
knowledge from both a theoretical and a practical perspective.

female dystopian novels: The Postworld In-Between Utopia and Dystopia Katarzyna Ostalska,
Tomasz Fisiak, 2021-12-29 This collection of essays offers global perspectives on feminist utopia and
dystopia in speculative literature, film, and art, working from a range of intersectional approaches to
examine key works and genres in both their specific cultural context and a wider, global,
epistemological, critical background. The international, diverse contributions, including a Foreword
by Gregory Claeys, draw upon posthumanism, speculative realism, speculative feminism,
object-oriented ontology, new materialisms, and post-Anthropocene studies to propose alternative
perspectives on gender, environment, as well as alternate futures and pasts rendered in fiction.
Instead of binary divisions into utopia vs dystopia, the collection explores genres transcending this
dichotomy, scrutinising the oeuvre of both established and emerging writers, directors, and critics.
This is a rich and unique collection suitable for scholars and students studying feminist literature,
media cultural studies, and women’s and gender studies.

female dystopian novels: New Perspectives on Dystopian Fiction in Literature and Other
Media Saija Isomaa, Jyrki Korpua, Jouni Teittinen, 2020-08-27 This collection of essays examines
various forms of dystopian fiction in literature, television, and digital games. It frames the timely
trend of dystopian fiction as a thematic field that accommodates several genres from societal
dystopia to apocalyptic narratives and climate fiction, many of them examining the hazards of
science and technology to human societies and the ecosystem. These are genres of the
Anthropocene par excellence, capturing the dilemmas of the human condition in the current,
increasingly precarious epoch. The essays offer new interpretations of classical and contemporary
works, including the canonised prose of Orwell, Atwood and Cormac McCarthy, modern pop culture
classics like Battlestar Galactica, Fallout and Hunger Games, and the work of Johanna Sinisalo, a
pioneer of Finnish speculative fiction. From Thomas Pynchon to Watership Down, the volume’s
multifaceted approach offers fresh perspectives to those already familiar with existing research, but



it is no less accessible for newcomers to the ever-expanding field of dystopian studies.

female dystopian novels: SCI-FI & FANTASY Boxed Set: 30 Dystopian Novels & Supernatural
Stories H. Beam Piper, 2023-11-17 H. Beam Piper's 'SCI-FI & FANTASY Boxed Set: 30 Dystopian
Novels & Supernatural Stories' is a remarkable collection of speculative fiction that delves into the
realms of dystopia and the supernatural. Piper's literary style is characterized by intricate
world-building, thought-provoking themes, and engaging storytelling that captivates readers from
beginning to end. Each story in this boxed set offers a unique look at futuristic societies, alternate
realities, and supernatural phenomena, providing readers with a diverse range of speculative
concepts to explore. Set against the backdrop of a changing world, these tales offer a blend of
adventure, suspense, and imagination that will leave readers pondering the possibilities of the
unknown. Piper's work continues to resonate with readers today, showcasing his enduring legacy in
the world of science fiction and fantasy literature. His ability to envision future worlds and explore
the complexities of human nature shines through in each of the 30 novels and stories included in this
boxed set. Fans of classic sci-fi and fantasy will find much to enjoy in this collection, making it a
must-read for anyone interested in the genre.

female dystopian novels: Children's and Young Adult Literature and Culture Amie A. Doughty,
2016-08-17 This collection of essays explores a wealth of topics in children’s and young adult
literature and culture. Contributions about picture-books include analyses of variants of the folktale
“The Little Red Hen” and bullying. Race and gender are explored in essays about picture-books
featuring children as consumable objects, about books focused on African American female athletes,
and about young adult dystopian fiction. Gender itself is further explored in articles about Monster
High, Joyce Carol Oates’s Beasts, and The Hunger Games and Divergent. Essays about fantasy
literature include an exploration of environmentalism in Rick Riordan’s The Heroes of Olympus, a
discussion of Severus Snape as a Judas figure, an explication of Chapter 5 of The Hobbit, and an
analysis of ghosts and nationalism in Eva Ibbotson’s The Haunting of Granite Falls. An essay about
Horrible Histories explores television, genre, and the way history is coded. Other contributions
explore how teaching literature to reluctant readers can be effective through multimodal texts and
how Harry Potter has played a role in the popularity of young adult literature for adult readers.

female dystopian novels: Worlds Apart? Dunja M. Mohr, 2005-06-15 Literary critics and
scholars have written extensively on the demise of the utopian spirit in the modern novel. What has
often been overlooked is the emergence of a new hybrid subgenre, particularly in science fiction and
fantasy, which incorporates utopian strategies within the dystopian narrative, particularly in the
feminist dystopias of the 1980s and 1990s. The author names this new subgenre transgressive
utopian dystopias. Suzette Haden Elgin's Native Tongue trilogy, Suzy McKee Charna's Holdfast
series, and Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale are thoroughly analyzed within the context of
this this new subgenre of transgressive utopian dystopias. Analysis focuses particularly on how these
works cover the interrelated categories of gender, race and class, along with their relationship to
classic literary dualism and the dystopian narrative. Without completely dissolving the dualistic
order, the feminist dystopias studied here contest the notions of unambiguity and authenticity that
are generally part of the canon.

female dystopian novels: Desire and Empathy in Twentieth-Century Dystopian Fiction
Thomas Horan, 2018-02-13 This book assesses key works of twentieth-century dystopian fiction,
including Katharine Burdekin’s Swastika Night, George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four, and
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, to demonstrate that the major authors of this genre locate
empathy and morality in eroticism. Taken together, these books delineate a subset of politically
conscious speculative literature, which can be understood collectively as projected political fiction.
While Thomas Horan addresses problematic aspects of this subgenre, particularly sexist and racist
stereotypes, he also highlights how some of these texts locate social responsibility in queer and
other non-heteronormative sexual relationships. In these novels, even when the illicit relationship
itself is truncated, sexual desire fosters hope and community.

female dystopian novels: Writing Diverse Characters For Fiction, TV or Film Lucy V. Hay,



2017-08-23 We're living in a time of unprecedented diversity in produced media content, with more
characters appearing who are Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME), Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender (LGBT), disabled, or from other religions or classes. What's more, these characters are
appearing more and more in genre pieces, accessible to the mainstream, instead of being hidden
away in so-called 'worthier' pieces, as in the past. How to Write Diverse Characters discusses issues
of all identities with specific reference to characterisation, not only in movies and TV, but also novel
writing. It explores: How character role function really works What is the difference between
stereotype and archetype? Why 'trope' does not mean what Twitter and Tumblr think it means How
the burden of casting affects both box office and audience perception Why diversity is not about
agendas, buzzwords or being 'politically correct' What authenticity truly means and why research is
so important Why variety is key in ensuring true diversity in characterisation Writers have to catch
up. Knowing not only what makes a 'good' diverse character doesn't always cut it; they need to know
what publishers, producers and filmmakers and other creatives are looking for - and why. This book
gives writers the tools to create three dimensional, authentic characters... Who just happen to be
diverse.

female dystopian novels: The Age of Dystopia Louisa MacKay Demerjian, 2016-02-29 This
book examines the recent popularity of the dystopian genre in literature and film, as well as
connecting contemporary manifestations of dystopia to cultural trends and the implications of
technological and social changes on the individual and society as a whole. Dystopia, as a genre,
reflects our greatest fears of what the future might bring, based on analysis of the present. This
book connects traditional dystopian works with their contexts and compares these with
contemporary versions. It centers around two main questions: Why is dystopia so popular now? And,
why is dystopia so popular with young adult audiences? Since dystopia reflects the fears of society
as a whole, this book will have broad appeal for any reader, and will be particularly useful to
teachers in a variety of settings, such as in a high school or college-level classroom to teach
dystopian literature, or in a comparative literature classroom to show how the genre has appeared in
multiple locales at different times. Indeed, the book’s interdisciplinary nature allows it to be of use
in classes focussing on politics, bioethics, privacy issues, women'’s studies, and any number of
additional topics.

female dystopian novels: Gender(ed) Identities Tricia Clasen, Holly Hassel, 2016-08-25 This
volume brings together diverse, cross-disciplinary scholarly voices to examine gender construction
in children's and young adult literature. It complements and updates the scholarship in the field by
creating a rich, cohesive examination of core questions around gender and sexuality in classic and
contemporary texts. By providing an expansive treatment of gender and sexuality across genres,
eras, and national literature, the collection explores how readers encounter unorthodox as well as
traditional notions of gender. It begins with essays exploring how children's and YA literature
construct communities formed by gender, ethnicity, sexuality, and in face-to-face and virtual spaces.
Section II's central focus is how gendered identities are formed, unpacking how texts for young
readers ranging from Amish youth periodicals to the blockbuster Divergent series trace, reproduce,
and shape gendered identity socialization. In section III, the essential literary function of translating
trauma into narrative is addressed in classics like Anne of Green Gables and Pollyanna, as well as
more recent works. Section IV's focus on sexuality and romance encompasses fiction and nonfiction
works, examining how children's and young adult literature can serve as a regressive, progressive,
and transgressive site for construction meaning about sex and romance. Last, Section IV offers new
readings of paratextual features in literature for children -- from the classic tale of Cinderella to
contemporary illustrated novels. The key achievement of this volume is providing an updated range
of multidisciplinary and methodologically diverse analyses of critically and commercially successful
texts, contributing to the scholarship on children's and YA literature; gender, sexuality, and women's
studies; and a range of other disciplines.

female dystopian novels: Margaret Atwood's Dystopian Fiction Stawomir Kuznicki, 2017-05-11
This volume details Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novels through the themes of the ambivalent



ethics of science and technology, the position of women in the male-dominated world, and the
ambiguous role played by religion and spirituality. The book’s unique and original approach places
Atwood’s fiction within the contemporary world, with all the problems of our fast-changing reality.
Furthermore, it provides an excellent reading of her dystopias in a broader, humanist context, with
an emphasis on the social, cultural and political issues that have been important for both her, the
writer, and us, the readers.

female dystopian novels: Dystopian Fiction East and West Erika Gottlieb, 2001 Erika Gottlieb
explores a selection of about thirty works in the dystopian genre from East and Central Europe
between 1920 and 1991 in the USSR and between 1948 and 1989 in Poland, Hungary, and
Czechoslovakia.
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