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eric foner textbook is widely recognized as a cornerstone resource in the
study of American history, particularly in the fields of Reconstruction,
Civil War, and 19th-century America. Eric Foner, a distinguished historian,
has authored several influential textbooks that are utilized in universities
and colleges across the United States. These textbooks offer comprehensive
coverage, critical analysis, and updated scholarship that help students and
readers understand the complexities of American historical development. This
article explores the most notable works by Eric Foner, their key features,
and the reasons why his textbooks are considered essential for history
education. Additionally, the discussion will include the pedagogical
strengths, content scope, and unique perspectives that characterize Eric
Foner’s approach to writing history. For educators and students alike,
understanding the significance of the Eric Foner textbook series is crucial
for effective historical study.
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Overview of Eric Foner’s Textbooks

The Eric Foner textbook collection represents a significant contribution to
the field of American history, focusing on a narrative that integrates
political, social, economic, and cultural aspects of the nation’s past.
Foner’s scholarship is noted for its clarity, thoroughness, and balanced
interpretation, making his textbooks ideal for both undergraduate and
advanced courses. His works often emphasize themes such as freedom, equality,
and the ongoing struggles for civil rights, providing a nuanced understanding
of historical events. These textbooks serve as foundational materials for
students seeking a well-rounded grasp of American history from colonial times
through the modern era.

Historical Scope and Coverage

Eric Foner textbooks cover a broad chronological span, typically beginning
with the pre-Columbian period and extending to contemporary America. The
scope allows readers to contextualize the evolution of the United States
comprehensively. Key periods such as the Revolutionary War, the Civil War and
Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, and the Civil Rights Movement receive
detailed attention, reflecting Foner’s expertise in these areas. This wide-
ranging coverage supports a holistic approach to understanding the historical
forces that shaped the nation.



Target Audience

The primary audience for the Eric Foner textbook series includes college and
university students enrolled in American history courses. However, the
accessible yet scholarly tone also appeals to history enthusiasts and
educators seeking reliable texts to support curriculum development. The
textbooks are designed to meet the needs of both introductory and more
advanced history classes, providing essential context and critical analysis
suited to various academic levels.

Key Features of Eric Foner Textbooks

Eric Foner’s textbooks are distinguished by several features that enhance
their value as educational resources. These include a clear narrative style,
integration of primary sources, and a strong thematic framework that
emphasizes the evolving meaning of freedom in American history. The books
also incorporate recent historiographical debates and scholarship, ensuring
that readers engage with current interpretations.

Inclusion of Primary Sources

One of the hallmark features of the Eric Foner textbook series is the
incorporation of carefully selected primary source documents. These sources
allow students to engage directly with historical voices, fostering critical
thinking and analytical skills. The presentation of original texts alongside
scholarly commentary provides context and encourages a deeper understanding
of historical events and perspectives.

Thematic Organization

Foner’s textbooks often organize content around central themes, such as
freedom, democracy, and social justice. This thematic approach helps students
connect disparate historical episodes and recognize overarching patterns. It
also reflects Foner’s scholarly focus on how concepts of liberty and equality
have developed and been contested through American history.

Updated Scholarship and Balanced Perspectives

Eric Foner continually revises his textbooks to incorporate new research and
historiographical trends. This commitment to updating content ensures that
readers receive accurate and balanced interpretations. The textbooks avoid
simplistic narratives, instead presenting history as a complex interplay of
conflicting interests and diverse experiences.

Popular Titles and Editions

Several Eric Foner textbooks have become standard texts within academic
settings. Among the most widely used are Give Me Liberty!: An American
History and Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877. These
works have undergone multiple editions, reflecting ongoing scholarly
developments and pedagogical improvements.



Give Me Liberty!: An American History

This textbook is perhaps Eric Foner’s most popular and widely adopted work.
It offers a comprehensive survey of American history with an emphasis on the
theme of freedom. The book is praised for its clear prose, engaging
narrative, and integration of primary documents. It is often used in
introductory courses and has editions tailored for different academic levels.

Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution,
1863-1877

Focused specifically on the Reconstruction era, this book is a definitive
account that challenges traditional interpretations of the period. It
explores the political, social, and racial dimensions of Reconstruction,
highlighting its significance in shaping modern America. This title is used
in specialized courses and by scholars interested in post-Civil War history.

Edition Updates and Supplementary Materials

Eric Foner’s textbooks frequently include updated editions that incorporate
recent scholarship and pedagogical tools such as timelines, maps, and
discussion questions. Supplementary materials often accompany the textbooks,
including online resources, instructor manuals, and student workbooks,
enhancing the learning experience.

Eric Foner’s Approach to American History

Eric Foner’s historiographical approach centers on a revisionist perspective
that seeks to amplify marginalized voices and reconsider traditional
narratives. His work emphasizes the ongoing conflicts over freedom and
equality as central to understanding American history. Foner’s method
combines rigorous archival research with accessible storytelling, making
complex historical debates understandable for students.

Focus on Freedom and Equality

At the core of Foner’s textbooks is the theme of freedom, explored as a
contested and evolving concept throughout American history. He examines how
different groups, including African Americans, women, immigrants, and
laborers, have struggled for inclusion in the nation’s promises of liberty
and justice. This focus provides a critical lens through which readers can
evaluate historical progress and setbacks.

Inclusion of Diverse Perspectives

Foner’s textbooks are notable for incorporating perspectives from various
social, racial, and economic groups. This inclusive approach challenges
Eurocentric and traditional narratives, offering a more comprehensive and
truthful representation of the American past. By doing so, the textbooks
encourage critical engagement and empathy among readers.



Interdisciplinary Integration

Eric Foner integrates political, social, economic, and cultural history to
provide a multidimensional understanding of events. His textbooks connect
historical developments to broader societal trends and ideas, helping
students appreciate the complexity of historical change.

Pedagogical Strengths and Educational Impact

The Eric Foner textbook series is highly regarded for its pedagogical
strengths and significant impact on history education. These textbooks not
only deliver factual knowledge but also cultivate analytical skills and
historical thinking. Their design supports diverse learning styles and
academic goals.

Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Eric Foner textbooks encourage students to analyze primary sources, evaluate
differing interpretations, and understand cause-and-effect relationships in
history. Discussion questions and essay prompts promote critical engagement,
helping students develop skills essential for academic success and informed
citizenship.

Accessible Language and Organization

The clear and engaging writing style makes complex historical topics
accessible to a wide range of students. Logical organization and thematic
structuring guide readers through the material systematically, aiding
comprehension and retention.

Support for Instructors

These textbooks often come with comprehensive teaching aids, including
syllabi suggestions, lecture outlines, and assessment tools. This support
helps instructors effectively integrate Eric Foner’s scholarship into their
classrooms, enhancing the overall educational experience.

Using Eric Foner Textbooks in Academic Settings

Eric Foner textbooks are commonly adopted in high school Advanced Placement
courses, undergraduate history classes, and graduate seminars. Their
flexibility and depth make them suitable for a variety of instructional
approaches and academic levels.

Course Integration Strategies

Educators often use Eric Foner textbooks as primary course materials
supplemented by additional readings, documentaries, and research assignments.
The inclusion of primary sources within the texts facilitates hands-on



historical inquiry and active learning.

Benefits for Students

Students gain a comprehensive understanding of American history framed
through themes of freedom and equality. The textbooks’ emphasis on primary
sources and critical analysis equips students with the skills necessary for
historical interpretation and scholarly research.

Adaptability to Diverse Curricula

The modular structure of Eric Foner textbooks allows instructors to tailor
course content to specific themes or periods. This adaptability supports a
range of curricula from survey courses to specialized topics in American
history.

Summary of Key Takeaways

Eric Foner textbook series offers comprehensive and authoritative
American history coverage.

Key themes include freedom, equality, and the experiences of
marginalized groups.

Popular titles include Give Me Liberty! and Reconstruction: America's
Unfinished Revolution.

The textbooks integrate primary sources and updated scholarship for
critical engagement.

Pedagogical features support diverse learners and promote analytical
skills.

Widely used in academic settings for their clarity, balance, and depth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Eric Foner?

Eric Foner is a renowned American historian specializing in the Civil War,
Reconstruction, and 19th-century American history, known for his influential
textbooks and scholarly works.

What is the most popular textbook written by Eric
Foner?

The most popular textbook written by Eric Foner is 'Give Me Liberty!: An
American History,' widely used in college American history courses.



What topics does Eric Foner's textbook 'Give Me
Liberty!' cover?

Eric Foner's 'Give Me Liberty!' covers American history from pre-Columbian
times to the present, with a focus on themes of freedom, democracy, and
social change.

Why is Eric Foner's textbook considered
authoritative?

Eric Foner's textbook is considered authoritative due to his expertise as a
leading historian, thorough research, balanced perspectives, and clear
writing style.

How does Eric Foner approach Reconstruction in his
textbook?

Eric Foner provides a detailed, nuanced analysis of Reconstruction,
emphasizing its successes and failures and its lasting impact on American
society and civil rights.

Is Eric Foner's textbook suitable for AP U.S. History
students?

Yes, Eric Foner's 'Give Me Liberty!' is widely used in AP U.S. History
courses because it aligns well with the AP curriculum and exam requirements.

What editions of Eric Foner's textbook are currently
available?

Multiple editions of 'Give Me Liberty!' are available, with the latest
editions including updated scholarship, primary sources, and digital
resources for students and instructors.

Does Eric Foner's textbook include primary source
documents?

Yes, 'Give Me Liberty!' incorporates numerous primary source excerpts to help
students engage directly with historical texts and perspectives.

How does Eric Foner's textbook address issues of race
and slavery?

Eric Foner's textbook provides an in-depth examination of race, slavery,
abolition, and their central roles in American history, especially in the
context of the Civil War and Reconstruction.

Are there supplementary materials available for Eric
Foner's textbook?

Yes, there are various supplementary materials such as study guides, online
resources, quizzes, and instructor manuals available to complement Eric



Foner's textbook.

Additional Resources
1. Give Me Liberty!: An American History by Eric Foner
This is Eric Foner’s widely used textbook that provides a comprehensive
overview of American history from the colonial period to the present. It
emphasizes themes of freedom and liberty, exploring how different groups have
fought for and understood these ideals. The book is known for its clear
narrative and incorporation of diverse perspectives.

2. Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863–1877 by Eric Foner
Foner’s definitive work on the Reconstruction era examines the political,
social, and economic challenges that shaped the United States after the Civil
War. It highlights the struggles for civil rights and the redefinition of
freedom for formerly enslaved people. The book is both scholarly and
accessible, making it a foundational text for understanding this critical
period.

3. America’s History by James A. Henretta, Eric Hinderaker, Rebecca Edwards,
and Robert O. Self
This textbook offers a broad survey of American history with an emphasis on
social and cultural developments. It complements Foner’s narrative by
incorporating a variety of voices and perspectives, including those of
marginalized groups. The text is well-illustrated and includes primary
sources to enhance learning.

4. Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History by Eric Foner
This companion volume to Foner’s textbooks features a rich collection of
primary documents from American history. It allows readers to engage directly
with speeches, letters, and other texts that have shaped the nation’s
understanding of freedom and democracy. The book is organized thematically to
align with major historical periods.

5. These Truths: A History of the United States by Jill Lepore
Lepore’s comprehensive history explores the ideals of democracy, freedom, and
truth in America. Like Foner, she examines the nation’s contradictions and
struggles to live up to its founding principles. The narrative is engaging
and thought-provoking, providing a critical perspective on the American
story.

6. A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn
Zinn’s classic work offers a bottom-up view of American history, focusing on
the experiences of ordinary people rather than political elites. It
challenges traditional narratives and highlights struggles for justice and
equality. This book provides a valuable alternative perspective that
complements Foner’s approach.

7. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic by David M. Kennedy and
Lizabeth Cohen
A popular textbook known for its engaging storytelling and rich detail, this
book covers American history with a focus on political, social, and economic
developments. It provides a balanced narrative accessible to students and
often used alongside Foner’s texts. The book includes vivid illustrations and
primary source excerpts.

8. Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory by David W. Blight
Blight’s work explores how the Civil War and Reconstruction have been



remembered and commemorated in American culture. It complements Foner’s
scholarship by addressing the legacy of race and memory in shaping national
identity. The book is essential for understanding the long-term impact of the
Civil War.

9. Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States,
1861–1865 by James Oakes
This book offers a detailed examination of the political and military efforts
to abolish slavery during the Civil War. It aligns with Foner’s focus on
emancipation and Reconstruction, providing a nuanced analysis of the
transformation of freedom in this era. Oakes combines rigorous scholarship
with a compelling narrative style.
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  eric foner textbook: Nothing But Freedom Eric Foner, 2007-09 Nothing But Freedom
examines the aftermath of emancipation in the South and the restructuring of society by which the
former slaves gained, beyond their freedom, a new relation to the land they worked on, to the men
they worked for, and to the government they lived under. Taking a comparative approach, Eric
Foner examines Reconstruction in the southern states against the experience of Haiti, where a
violent slave revolt was followed by the establishment of an undemocratic government and the
imposition of a system of forced labor; the British Caribbean, where the colonial government
oversaw an orderly transition from slavery to the creation of an almost totally dependent work force;
and early twentieth-century southern and eastern Africa, where a self-sufficient peasantry was
dispossessed in order to create a dependent black work force. Measuring the progress of freedmen
in the post--Civil War South against that of freedmen in other recently emancipated societies, Foner
reveals Reconstruction to have been, despite its failings, a unique and dramatic experiment in
interracial democracy in the aftermath of slavery. Steven Hahn's timely new foreword places Foner's
analysis in the context of recent scholarship and assesses its enduring impact in the twenty-first
century.
  eric foner textbook: Forever Free Eric Foner, 2013-06-26 From one of our most distinguished
historians, a new examination of the vitally important years of Emancipation and Reconstruction
during and immediately following the Civil War–a necessary reconsideration that emphasizes the
era’s political and cultural meaning for today’s America. In Forever Free, Eric Foner overturns
numerous assumptions growing out of the traditional understanding of the period, which is based
almost exclusively on white sources and shaped by (often unconscious) racism. He presents the
period as a time of determination, especially on the part of recently emancipated black Americans,
to put into effect the principles of equal rights and citizenship for all. Drawing on a wide range of
long-neglected documents, he places a new emphasis on the centrality of the black experience to an
understanding of the era. We see African Americans as active agents in overthrowing slavery, in
helping win the Civil War, and–even more actively–in shaping Reconstruction and creating a legacy
long obscured and misunderstood. Foner makes clear how, by war’s end, freed slaves in the South
built on networks of church and family in order to exercise their right of suffrage as well as gain
access to education, land, and employment. He shows us that the birth of the Ku Klux Klan and
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renewed acts of racial violence were retaliation for the progress made by blacks soon after the war.
He refutes lingering misconceptions about Reconstruction, including the attribution of its ills to
corrupt African American politicians and “carpetbaggers,” and connects it to the movements for civil
rights and racial justice. Joshua Brown’s illustrated commentary on the era’s graphic art and
photographs complements the narrative. He offers a unique portrait of how Americans envisioned
their world and time. Forever Free is an essential contribution to our understanding of the events
that fundamentally reshaped American life after the Civil War–a persuasive reading of history that
transforms our sense of the era from a time of failure and despair to a threshold of hope and
achievement.
  eric foner textbook: Reconstruction Eric Foner, 2002-02-05 This masterful treatment of one of
the most complex periods of American history (New Republic) made history when it was originally
published in 1988. It redefined how Reconstruction was viewed by historians and people everywhere
in its chronicling of how Americans -- black and white -- responded to the unprecedented changes
unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. This smart book of enormous strengths (Boston Globe)
has since gone on to become the classic work on the wrenching post-Civil War period -- an era whose
legacy reverberates still today in the United States.
  eric foner textbook: The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery Eric Foner,
2011-09-26 “A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War era.”—Boston Globe
Selected as a Notable Book of the Year by the New York Times Book Review, this landmark work
gives us a definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement with the nation's critical issue:
American slavery. A master historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln and the broader history of the period
into perfect balance. We see Lincoln, a pragmatic politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating
the dynamic politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's greatness emerges from his
capacity for moral and political growth.
  eric foner textbook: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2008 Concise, clear, compact, Eric Foner's
brilliant synthesis of American history is the perfect teaching tool for the U.S. survey course.
  eric foner textbook: Tom Paine and Revolutionary America Eric Foner, 2005 Since its
publication in 1976, Tom Paine and Revolutionary America hasbeen recognized as a classic study of
the career of the foremost politicalpamphleteer of the Age of Revolution, and a model of how to
integrate thepolitical, intellectual, and social history of the struggle for
Americanindependence.Foner skillfully brings together an account of Paine's remarkable career
witha careful examination of the social worlds within which he operated, in GreatBritain, France,
and especially the United States. He explores Paine's politicaland social ideas and the way he
popularized them by pioneering a new form ofpolitical writing, using simple, direct language and
addressing himself to areading public far broader than previous writers had commanded. He shows
whichof Paine's views remained essentially fixed throughout his career, whiledirecting attention to
the ways his stance on social questions evolved under thepressure of events. This enduring work
makes clear the tremendous impact Paine'swriting exerted on the American Revolution, and
suggests why he failed to have asimilar impact during his career in revolutionary France. And it
offers newinsights into the nature and internal tensions of the republican outlook thathelped to
shape the Revolution.In a new preface, Foner discusses the origins of this book and the influencesof
the 1960s and 1970s on its writing. He also looks at how Paine has beenadopted by scholars and
politicians of many stripes, and has even been calledthe patron saint of the Internet.
  eric foner textbook: Who Owns History? Eric Foner, 2025-09-23 A thought-provoking new
book from one of America's finest historians History, wrote James Baldwin, does not refer merely, or
even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great force of history comes from the fact that we
carry it within us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and history is literally present in
all that we do. Rarely has Baldwin's insight been more forcefully confirmed than during the past few
decades. History has become a matter of public controversy, as Americans clash over such things as
museum presentations, the flying of the Confederate flag, or reparations for slavery. So whose
history is being written? Who owns it? In W ho Owns History?, Eric Foner proposes his answer to



these and other questions about the historian's relationship to the world of the past and future. He
reconsiders his own earlier ideas and those of the pathbreaking Richard Hofstadter. He also
examines international changes during the past two decades--globalization, the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the end of apartheid in South Africa--and their effects on historical consciousness. He
concludes with considerations of the enduring, but often misunderstood, legacies of slavery, the Civil
War, and Reconstruction. This is a provocative, even controversial, study of the reasons we care
about history--or should.
  eric foner textbook: Give Me Liberty! An American History Eric Foner, 2016-09-15 Give Me
Liberty! is the #1 book in the U.S. history survey course because it works in the classroom. A
single-author text by a leader in the field, Give Me Liberty! delivers an authoritative, accessible,
concise, and integrated American history. Updated with powerful new scholarship on borderlands
and the West, the Fifth Edition brings new interactive History Skills Tutorials and Norton InQuizitive
for History, the award-winning adaptive quizzing tool. The best-selling Seagull Edition is also
available in full color for the first time.
  eric foner textbook: Comparative Perspectives on School Textbooks Dobrochna
Hildebrandt-Wypych, Alexander W. Wiseman, 2021-04-22 This book examines the discourses on
nation-building, civic identity, minorities, and the formation of religious identities in school
textbooks worldwide. It offers up-to-date, practical, and scholarly information on qualitative and
mixed-method textbook analysis, as well as the broader context of critical comparative textbook and
curriculum analyses in and across selected countries. The volume offers unique and empirical
research on how internal educational policies and ideological goals of dominant social, political, and
economic groups affect textbook production and the curricular aims in different educational systems
worldwide. Chapters address the role of school textbooks in developing nationhood, the creation of
citizenship through school textbooks, the complexity of gender in normative discourses, and the
intersection of religion and culture in school textbooks.
  eric foner textbook: The Story of American Freedom Eric Foner, 1994
  eric foner textbook: The New American History American Historical Association, 1997
Originally released in 1990, The New American Historyedited for the American Historical
Association by Eric Foner, has become an indispensable volume for teachers and students. In essays
that chart the shifts in interpretation within their fields, some of our most prominent American
historians survey the key works and themes in the scholarship of the last three decades. Along with
substantially revised essays from the first edition, this volume presents three entirely new ones - on
intellectual history, the history of the West, and the histories of the family and sexuality. The second
edition of The New American Historyreflects, in Foner's words, the continuing vitality and creativity
of the study of the past, how traditional fields are being expanded and redefined even as new ones
are created. Author note: Eric Foner is DeWitt Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University.
He is the author of numerous books, including Reconstruction, 1863-1877which was awarded the
Bancroft Prize.
  eric foner textbook: Give Me Liberty!, 6th Edition (Volume 1) Eric Foner, 2019-10 The
leading U.S. history textbook, with a new focus on Who is an American?
  eric foner textbook: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2012 The leading United States History
survey text, now available in a brief, full-color edition.
  eric foner textbook: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2017-07 The leading text in the U.S. survey
course.
  eric foner textbook: The World in Books Kenneth C. Davis, 2025-10-21 From ancient times to
the present day, The World in Books offers a wide-ranging historical education through pleasure
reading-and a fantastic introduction to some of the most thought-provoking, profound, and
interesting nonfiction works of all time. From Sun Tzu's The Art of War to bell hooks's All About
Love, as well as such recent classics as Barbara Ehrenreich's Nickel and Dimed and Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie's We Should All Be Feminists, Davis's guide suggests a world of nonfiction books and
explains just why they're so historically meaningful and culturally relevant today--



  eric foner textbook: The Writing of American History Michael Kraus, Davis D. Joyce,
1990-01-01 Events which become historical, says Michael Kraus, do not live on because of their
mere occurrence. They survive when writers re-create them and thus preserve for posterity their
otherwise fleeting existence. Paul Revere's ride, for example, might well have vanished from the
records had not Longfellow snatched it from approaching oblivion and given it a dramatic spot in
American history. Now Revere rides on in spirited passages in our history books. In this way the
recorder of events becomes almost as important as the events themselves. In other words,
historiography-the study of historians and their particular contributions to the body of historical
records-must not be ignored by those who seriously wish to understand the past.When the first
edition of Michael Kraus's Writing of American History was published, a reviewer for the New York
Herald Tribune wrote: No serious study of our national origins and development can afford not to
have such an aid as this at his elbow. The book quickly came to be regarded as one of the few truly
standard general surveys of American historiography, invaluable as a reference book, as a textbook,
and as a highly readable source of information for the interested general reader. This new edition
with coauthor Davis D. Joyce confirms its position as the definitive work in the field.Concise yet
comprehensive, here is an analysis of the writers and writings of American history from the Norse
voyages to modern times. The book has its roots in Kraus's pioneering History of American History,
published in 1937, a unique and successful attempt to cover in one volume the entire sweep of
American historical activity. Kraus revised and updated the book in 1953, when it was published
under the present title. Now, once again, the demand for its revision has been met.Davis D. Joyce,
with the full cooperation and approval of Kraus, has thoroughly revised and brought up to date the
text of the 1953 edition. The clarity and evenhandedness of Kraus's text has been carefully
preserved. The last three chapters add entirely new material, surveying the massive and complex
body of American historical writing since World War II: Consensus: American Historical Writing in
the 1950s, Conflict: American Historical Writing in the 1960s, and Complexity: American Historical
Writing in the 1970s-and Beyond.Michael Kraus, Professor Emeritus at City College of New York,
received the Ph.D. from Columbia University and in his long career established himself as one of
America's foremost historiographers.Davis D.Joyce is Professor Emeritus of History, East Central
University, Ada, Oklahoma, and is the author of HOWARD ZINN: A RADICAL AMERICAN VISION
and ALTERNATIVE OKLAHOMA: CONTRARIAN VIEWS OF THE SOONER STATE. He teaches
part-time at Rogers State University, Claremore, Oklahoma.
  eric foner textbook: Folklore and Book Culture Kevin J. Hayes, 2016-02-05 To many
observers, folklore and book culture may appear to be opposites. Folklore, after all, involves orally
circulated stories and traditions while book culture is concerned with the transmission of written
texts. However, as Kevin J. Hayes points out, there are many instances where the two intersect, and
exploring those intersections is the purpose of this fascinating and provocative study. Hayes shows
that the acquisition of knowledge and the ownership of books have not displaced folklore but instead
have given rise to new beliefs and superstitions. Some books have generated new proverbs; others
have fostered their own legends. Occasionally the book has served as an important motif in folklore,
and in one folk genre--the flyleaf rhyme--the book itself has become the place where folklore occurs,
thus indicating a lively interaction between folk, print, and manuscript culture. The author begins by
examining the tradition of the Volksbucher--cheaply printed books, often concerned with the occult,
whose powers are said to transcend the written text. Hayes looks in depth at one particular
Volksbuch--The Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses--and proceeds, in subsequent chapters, to discuss
a variety of folktales and legends, placing them within the context of book culture and the history of
education. He closes with an examination of flyleaf rhymes, the little verses that book owners have
inscribed in their books, and considers what they reveal about the identity of the inscribers as well
as about attitudes toward book lending, book borrowing, and the circulation of knowledge. Solidly
researched and venturing into areas long neglected by scholars. Folklore and Book Culture is a work
that will engage not only folklorists but historians and literary scholars as well.
  eric foner textbook: Treason to Whiteness is Loyalty to Humanity Noel Ignatiev, 2022-06-28



For sixty years, Noel Ignatiev provided an unflinching account of whiteness - a social fiction and an
unmitigated disaster for all working-class people. This new essay collection from the late firebrand
covers the breadth of his life and insights as an autodidact steel worker, a groundbreaking
theoretician, and a bitter enemy of racists everywhere. In these essays, Ignatiev confronts the
Weather Underground and recounts which strategies proved most effective to winning white
workers in Gary, Indiana, to black liberation. He discovers the prescient political insights of the
nineteenth-century abolition movement, surveys the wreckage of the revolutionary twentieth century
with C.L.R. James, and attends to the thorny and contradictory nature of working-class
consciousness. Through it all, our attentions are turned to the everyday life of ordinary people,
whose actions anticipate a wholly new society they have not yet recognized or named. In short,
Ignatiev reflects on the incisive questions of his time and ours: How can we drive back the forces of
racism in society? How can the so-called white working class be won over to emancipatory politics?
How can we build a new human community?
  eric foner textbook: White Lies Ann Bausum, 2025-08-12 This powerful and unflinching
examination of racism in America by award-winning historian Ann Bausum deconstructs the warped
history of the Civil War for teen readers, perfect for fans of STAMPED, JUST MERCY, and
ACCOUNTABLE. Warning: This is not your average U.S. history book. After the Civil War, the
Confederates may have laid down their arms, but they were far from accepting defeat. By warping
the narrative around what really happened during and after the Civil War, they created an alternate
history now known as the Lost Cause. These lies still manifest today through criticism of Critical
Race Theory, book banning, unequal funding for education, and more. This book sets the record
straight and explains the true history of the Civil War, and its complex and far-reaching aftermath.
Written by historian and award-winning author Ann Bausum, WHITE LIES is an impeccably
researched chronicle filled with photos, robust back matter, additional resources, and more that fans
of Howard Zinn's A Young People's History of the United States will enjoy.
  eric foner textbook: Schoolbook Nation Joseph Moreau, 2004-11-23 DIVAn unbiased
examination of the century-and-a-half-long culture wars fought in the pages of our country's history
texts /div
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