english as lingua franca study

english as lingua franca study is a dynamic field that explores how English functions as a global
means of communication among speakers of different native languages. As the world becomes more
interconnected, English has emerged as the preferred language for international business, academia,
travel, and online communication. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the english as
lingua franca study, delving into its origins, key concepts, major research areas, and practical
implications. Readers will gain insights into why English serves as a lingua franca, how it influences
intercultural communication, and what challenges and opportunities arise from its widespread use.
The discussion includes current trends, pedagogical considerations, and the societal impact of English
as a global language. By the end, readers will have a thorough understanding of the complexities and
significance of english as lingua franca study in today’s multilingual world.
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Understanding English as a Lingua Franca

The term “lingua franca” refers to a language systematically used to enable communication between
groups that do not share a native language. In the context of english as lingua franca study, English is
recognized for its role as a bridge language in multilingual settings worldwide. Unlike traditional
models of native speaker communication, English as a lingua franca (ELF) highlights the interactions
between non-native speakers who use English as a practical tool to overcome language barriers. The
study of ELF encompasses how speakers negotiate meaning, adapt their language use, and develop
mutual understanding despite diverse linguistic backgrounds.

Researchers emphasize that ELF is not tied to any single variety of English. Instead, it is shaped by
the speakers’ needs, cultural backgrounds, and contexts. This flexibility distinguishes ELF from native
English varieties and highlights its importance in international communication, business, and
education.



Historical Development and Global Spread

The global spread of English is a key focus of english as lingua franca study. English’s rise as a lingua
franca began in the colonial era, expanded with the British Empire, and accelerated during the 20th
century due to American economic, technological, and cultural influence. Today, English is the most
widely taught foreign language and the dominant language in international domains.

Several factors have contributed to the widespread adoption of English as a lingua franca:

Historical influence of British colonialism

e Economic and political dominance of English-speaking countries

Globalization and increased cross-border communication

e Expansion of international business and trade

Rise of the internet and digital technologies

e Growth of academic publishing in English

The historical trajectory of English as a global language continues to shape the research agenda and
practical applications of ELF.

Key Concepts and Terminology in English as Lingua
Franca Study

A foundational aspect of english as lingua franca study is understanding its unique terminology and
frameworks. Key concepts include:

e ELF (English as a Lingua Franca): The use of English by speakers of different native
languages for communication.

* World Englishes: The recognition of diverse English varieties shaped by local cultures.
e Accommodation: Adjustments speakers make to facilitate understanding.

e Translanguaging: The process by which multilingual speakers blend languages in
communication.

» Nativization: The adaptation of English to fit local norms and contexts.

These concepts allow researchers to analyze how English functions dynamically in real-world settings.



ELF studies often adopt a descriptive approach, focusing on language use in practice rather than
strictly adhering to native speaker models or standard grammar.

Major Research Areas and Approaches

The field of english as lingua franca study covers a wide range of research topics and methodologies.
Some of the major research areas include:

e Analysis of spoken and written ELF interactions in international settings
e |nvestigation of pragmatic strategies for effective communication

e Study of language attitudes, ideologies, and identity in ELF contexts

e Examination of code-switching and translanguaging practices

¢ Assessment of mutual intelligibility among non-native speakers

Researchers use both qualitative and quantitative methods, such as discourse analysis, interviews,
surveys, and corpus studies. The emphasis is on real-world communication, exploring how speakers
co-construct meaning and overcome linguistic differences.

Role of English as a Lingua Franca in Intercultural
Communication

Intercultural communication is a central theme in english as lingua franca study. English serves as a
medium for people from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds to interact effectively. In these
contexts, speakers draw on a range of communicative strategies, such as paraphrasing, clarification,
and negotiation of meaning, to bridge cultural and linguistic gaps.

The use of English as a lingua franca contributes to the development of global competence, enabling
individuals to participate in international business, diplomacy, education, and travel. It also fosters
cultural exchange and understanding, though it may challenge traditional notions of language
ownership and authenticity.

Pedagogical Implications

The recognition of English as a lingua franca has significant implications for language teaching and
learning. Traditional English language teaching (ELT) has often focused on native speaker norms, such
as British or American English. However, english as lingua franca study suggests a shift towards
teaching English as a practical global tool.



Key pedagogical considerations include:

1. Emphasizing communicative competence over native-like accuracy

N

. Integrating intercultural communication skills into curricula

w

. Exposing learners to a variety of English accents and dialects
4. Promoting awareness of pragmatic strategies for successful ELF interactions

5. Encouraging learner autonomy and adaptability in real-life contexts

These approaches aim to prepare learners for effective participation in globalized settings where
English serves as a lingua franca.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its growing prominence, the concept of English as a lingua franca faces several challenges
and criticisms. One common concern is the potential for linguistic imperialism, where the dominance
of English may marginalize local languages and cultures. Critics also question whether ELF
undermines language diversity or reinforces inequalities in access to global opportunities.

There are debates within the academic community about the legitimacy of ELF varieties and the
standards for English language teaching. Some argue that the lack of clear norms may lead to
communication breakdowns, while others see ELF as a flexible and inclusive approach to global
communication.

Ongoing research in english as lingua franca study seeks to address these challenges and promote a
more equitable and inclusive understanding of global English use.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

The field of english as lingua franca study continues to evolve in response to new social,
technological, and educational developments. Current trends include the impact of digital
communication platforms, the role of ELF in multilingual and multicultural societies, and the
integration of ELF perspectives into language policy and teacher training.

Researchers are also exploring the intersections of ELF with issues such as identity, power, and
globalization. As English remains a key driver of international connectivity, ongoing study and
dialogue will shape the future of how English is used, taught, and understood across diverse global
contexts.

The study of English as a lingua franca is essential for understanding the complexities of global



communication and for equipping individuals and institutions to navigate a multilingual world.

Q: What is meant by “English as a lingua franca”?

A: English as a lingua franca refers to the use of English as a common language for communication
between speakers whose native languages are different. It serves as a practical tool for global
interaction in various fields such as business, academia, and travel.

Q: Why has English become the world’s lingua franca?

A: English has become the world’s lingua franca due to historical factors like British colonialism, the
global influence of the United States, the growth of international business, technological
advancements, and the rise of the internet. These factors have contributed to English’s widespread
adoption in global communication.

Q: How does English as a lingua franca differ from native
English varieties?

A: English as a lingua franca is characterized by flexibility and adaptation to the speakers’ needs,
focusing on effective communication rather than strict adherence to native-speaker norms. It often
involves speakers from different backgrounds negotiating meaning and using pragmatic strategies to
ensure understanding.

Q: What are the main challenges associated with English as a
lingua franca?

A: Key challenges include concerns about linguistic imperialism, the marginalization of local
languages, debates over language standards, and potential communication breakdowns due to lack of
clear norms. There are also questions about equity and access to opportunities.

Q: How does english as lingua franca study impact language
teaching?

A: The study encourages a shift from native-speaker models to a focus on communicative
competence, intercultural skills, exposure to diverse English varieties, and pragmatic strategies. It
informs the development of curricula that better prepare learners for real-world global
communication.

Q: What research methods are commonly used in english as
lingua franca study?

A: Researchers use a variety of methods, including discourse analysis, interviews, surveys, and corpus
studies, to analyze real-world ELF interactions and understand how meaning is co-constructed among
speakers.



Q: Is English as a lingua franca only relevant for non-native
speakers?

A: No, while ELF primarily involves non-native speakers, native speakers may also participate in ELF
interactions, especially in international settings where communication norms are negotiated among
all participants.

Q: What is translanguaging in the context of ELF?

A: Translanguaging refers to the practice of blending elements from different languages during
communication. In ELF contexts, it reflects the dynamic and flexible use of language by multilingual
speakers to achieve successful interaction.

Q: Are there any criticisms of promoting English as a global
lingua franca?

A: Yes, critics argue that the dominance of English can contribute to linguistic and cultural
homogenization, threaten language diversity, and reinforce global inequalities. Ongoing research
seeks to address these concerns and promote more inclusive approaches.

Q: What are the future directions in english as lingua franca
study?

A: Future research is focusing on digital communication, multilingualism, language policy, teacher
training, and the intersections of ELF with identity and globalization. The field continues to adapt to
changes in global communication patterns and societal needs.
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english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca Anna Mauranen, Elina Ranta,
2009-10-02 English as a lingua franca has become a hot topic in Applied Linguistics and English
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use have largely been missing out of the debate. This is now changing fast, and the study of English
as a lingua franca has become a vibrant research field. This book reflects achievements in the
growing field; it presents a good selection of empirical findings, thus providing substance to
arguments. It comprises contributions from pioneers and established scholars in the field, along with
reports from substantial ongoing research projects. The papers offer insights into the workings of
English as a lingua franca in different contexts—conversational, academic, professional, and
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business situations. They tackle essential theoretical issues, analyse linguistic and interactional
features of ELF, and discuss attitudes towards ELF. The studies are firmly anchored in analyses of
authentic language in social interaction, some also using survey and interview data. Many papers
also touch upon debates on language policy and linguistic ideologies. This collection of papers from
the key areas of current ELF research will be of interest to English linguists and applied linguists,
graduate and undergraduate students of English, educational and language planners, and teachers
of English.

english as lingua franca study: New Perspectives on English as a European Lingua Franca
Heiko Motschenbacher, 2013-12-15 This volume complements earlier work on English as a lingua
franca (ELF) by providing an in-depth study of the phenomenon from a decidedly European
perspective. Distancing itself from more traditional approaches to the study of English in Europe
(linguistic imperialism and “Euro-English”), the study is theoretically grounded in more recent
approaches, namely the ELF paradigm and the postmodernist conceptualisation of “English”.
Methodologically speaking, the study analyses language use in Eurovision Song Contest press
conferences as a community of practice of European salience. The ethnographically based analyses
focus on various linguistic levels, thereby producing a comprehensive picture of European ELF as a
discursive formation. Various qualitative and quantitative methods are used to shed light on the
following aspects: code-choice practices in ELF talk, participants’ metalinguistic comments on the
use of ELF, complimenting behaviour via ELF and relativisation patterns. On the basis of this data,
the concluding section advances discussions revolving around the conceptualisation of ELF in
general, the connection between ELF and Europeanness, and implications for European language
policies.

english as lingua franca study: English as an Academic Lingua Franca Beyza Bjorkman,
2013-01-30 As a result of globalization, higher education institutions throughout the world are
adopting English for parts of their education. Higher education is becoming increasingly
international and thus linguistically diverse, for educational, idealistic and financial reasons. This
book presents a much-needed description of English as a lingua franca (ELF) from an international
university setting and focuses on form and pragmatic issues, using authentic spoken data. It
provides useful insights into how communicative effectiveness can be achieved in spoken lingua
franca communication.

english as lingua franca study: Using English as a Lingua Franca in Education in Europe Zoi
Tatsioka, Barbara Seidlhofer, Nicos Sifakis, Gibson Ferguson, 2018-06-25 This volume examines the
role of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) in education in Europe. Following the implementation of
the Bologna process, English has assumed a central role in European education offering institutions
the opportunity to cater to the needs of an internationalized student body and increase their
competitiveness. On the other hand, the increased use of ELF has become an issue of concern, often
perceived as a threat to other languages, tilting the scale towards linguistic inequality and stressing
the urgent need for the development of new language policies. Both aspects of ELF are at the center
of discussion in the proposed volume, which consists of a variety of papers examining ELF in
different parts of Europe (Eastern, Central and Western) and different levels of education. The
volume makes a substantial contribution to the lively and controversial debate about what is
recognized as a central topical concern of language education policy in Europe and beyond.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca for EFL Contexts Nicos C. Sifakis,
Natasha Tsantila, 2018-10-26 This book explores the interfaces of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF)
and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) pedagogy. It presents the theoretical aspects of ELF,
discusses issues and challenges that ELF raises for the EFL classroom, and demonstrates how EFL
practitioners can make use of ELF theorizing for classroom instruction, teacher education,
developing language learning materials, policymaking and testing and assessment. Accounts of
innovative and practical pedagogical practices and researchers’ insights from diverse geographical,
cultural and institutional contexts will inform and inspire EFL practitioners to reconsider their
practices and adopt new techniques in order to meet their learners’ diverse communicative needs in



international contexts.

english as lingua franca study: Communities of Practice and English as a Lingua Franca
Karolina Kalocsai, 2013-12-18 This is a timely book on one of the most widely debated issues in
applied linguistics: what is the social and cultural significance of English as a lingua franca for the
internationally mobile students of the 21st century in Central Europe? Through an in-depth analysis
of social practices, the book develops an exciting, innovative multilingual approach to out-of-class
language use and language learning that engages students in the co-construction of identities. Apart
from scholars, the book will appeal to policy makers and educators who are concerned with the
internationalization of universities in Central Europe.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca in Teacher Education Telma
Gimenez, Michele Salles El Kadri, Luciana Cabrini Simoes Calvo, 2017-11-07 A lingua franca
perspective into English language teaching in Brazil has only recently take flight. As an emerging
economy, the country faces enormous challenges when it comes to language education in schools,
where English has traditionally been taught as a foreign language. This collection brings the
perspectives of academics and language practitioners in their efforts to incorporate an ELF
approach into teacher education, thus offering a voice sorely missed in the international community
interested in developing new approaches to English in a global world.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca Stefania Taviano, 2014-04-08
The study of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) has grown considerably in the last decades, and a
wide number of issues related to this field have been addressed through a variety of lenses. These
range from the changes occurring in spoken English, to the much-debated notion of the
native-speaker; from the threat that English represents for minority languages, to the
metadiscourse(s) contributing to the myth of English as a language equally accessible to speakers of
all nationalities. Adopting different perspectives and positions, the articles in this special issue of
The Interpreter and Translator Trainer all demonstrate that ELF poses many challenges to the
teaching of translation and that, while there are no simple and ready-made solutions, such
challenges need to be taken on board to fill the current gap between translation pedagogy and
translation practice. The volume is intended as a starting point to encourage educators to rethink
their approach to translation pedagogy by envisaging tools and practices that can contribute to
preparing students to become professional translators of ELF and reflective practitioners who are
aware of the centrality of translation in the digital age.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca in the International University
Jennifer Jenkins, 2013-08-15 In this book, Jennifer Jenkins, one of the leading proponents of English
as a Lingua Franca, explores current academic English language policy in higher education around
the world. Universities around the world are increasingly presenting themselves as international but
their English language policies do not necessarily reflect this, even as the diversity of their student
bodies grows. While there have been a number of attempts to explore the implications of this
diversity from a cultural perspective, little has been said from the linguistic point of view, and in
particular, about the implications for what kind(s) of English are appropriate for English lingua
franca communication in international higher education. Throughout the book Jenkins considers the
policies of English language universities in terms of the language attitudes and ideologies of
university management and staff globally, and of international students in a UK setting. The book
concludes by considering the implications for current policies and practices, and what is needed in
order for universities to bring themselves in line linguistically with the international status they
claim. English as a Lingua Franca in the International University is an essential read for researchers
and postgraduate students working in the areas of Global Englishes, English as a Lingua Franca and
English for Academic Purposes.

english as lingua franca study: International Perspectives on English as a Lingua Franca
Hugo Bowles, Alessia Cogo, 2016-04-29 This collection brings new insight into the relationship
between English as a lingua franca and language teaching. It explores how the pedagogy of
intelligibility, culture and language awareness, as well as materials analysis and classroom



management, can be viewed from an ELF perspective in school and university contexts.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca in Latin American Education
Sonia Moran Panero, Maritza M. Martinez-Sanchez, Gloria J. Ronzon-Montiel, 2024-10-21 ELF
researchers have been describing the dynamic and fluid ways in which multilingual speakers shape
English in transcultural communication for more than two decades now. While this work seriously
challenges traditional, static, and prejudiced views of English, the diverse and variable nature of its
uses and users continues to be undermined in many EFL programs around the world. This is also the
case in many Latin American contexts, which have been described as fertile ground for
native-speaker ideology, but where the body of ELF literature is still scarce when compared to Asian
and European settings. This book is the first to bring together a series of empirical studies on the
implications of ELF perspectives for communicative, educational, and policy-making practices across
different Latin American countries. It not only explores how ELF perspectives can inform students
and educators in these settings, but also how locally emerging voices, experiences, and research
traditions can help expand ELF theorising as well. The volume generates new opportunities for
dialogue and global collaboration between researchers and practitioners interested in ELF studies
as a critical approach to English language use and education.

english as lingua franca study: Current Perspectives on Pedagogy for English as a
Lingua Franca Yasemin Bayyurt, Sumru Akcan, 2015-03-10 The aim of this edited volume is to
examine how current theories and principles underlying English as a Lingua Franca studies
contribute to research on present pedagogical practices in ELF contexts. The book provides useful
insights into pedagogical practices in different ELF settings and knowledge on the pedagogy-policy
relationship in terms of ELF.

english as lingua franca study: English as a lingua franca. A new teaching paradigm? Ann
Christine, 2013-10-28 Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Didactics for the subject
English - Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 1,3, RWTH Aachen University (Institut fiir Anglistik
und Amerikanistik), course: Variety in English, language: English, abstract: If you stay in the
mind-set of 15th-century Europe, the future of Latin is extremely bright, predicts Nicholas Ostler,
the author of a language history called Empires of the Word who wrote a history of Latin. If you stay
in the mind-set of the 20th-century world, the future of English is extremely bright. Indeed, the
history and the world-wide distribution of the English language has been a most remarkable and
unparalleled one. The language has developed into a global language which “[...] is dominant in a
way that no language has ever been before.” Yet what makes English so important is its use as a
lingua franca. Today, English is spoken by three times as many non-native speakers as native
speakers. This phenomenon raises the question whether a standard should be established and how it
should be taught at school. English as a lingua franca - a new teaching paradigm? This question will
be discussed in this term paper. I will begin with a short presentation about the distribution of
English and its development into a global language. Kachru’s famous three-circle model describing
the diversity of English speakers around the world will be examined with a critical eye. The chapter
goes on by trying to define the term lingua franca. In chapter 3 the following current research
projects will be presented: Lingua Franca Core (LFC) by Jennifer Jenkins, Basic Global English
(BGE) by Joachim Grezga and Vienna-Oxford International Corpus of English (VOICE) developed by
Barbara Seidlhofer. Chapter 3 deals with the question of teaching English as a lingua franca (ELF).
“English has become the second language of everybody. [...] It’s gotten to the point where almost in
any part of the world to be educated means to know English” says Mark Warschauer, a professor at
the University of California I will first of all focus on the status of English at school by looking at the
curricula for teaching English in North-Rhine Westphalian grammar schools. Moreover, the
difference between teaching English as a foreign language (EFL) vs. English as lingua franca (ELF)
will be examined. Research has shown that native speakers and their Englishes have become
relatively unimportant in international communication. Hence, does it still make sense to teach
native-speaker norms? The concept of teaching Standard English will be critically analyzed. The last
part of this chapter deals with objectives in teaching ELF as well its pedagogical implications...



english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca in Wider Networking Paola
Vettorel, 2014-08-27 In a constantly interconnected world communication takes place beyond
territorial boundaries, in networks where English works as a lingua franca. The volume explores how
ELF is employed in internationally-oriented personal blogs; findings show how bloggers deploy an
array of resources to their expressive and interactional aims, combining global and local
communicative practices. Implications of findings in ELF and ELT terms are also discussed.

english as lingua franca study: Study Abroad, Second Language Acquisition and
Interculturality Martin Howard, 2019-08-07 This book unites a range of emerging topics in the
burgeoning transdisciplinary fields of second language acquisition and interculturality in a study
abroad context. It explores key issues, trends and approaches within each strand and how the
strands relate to one another, painting a big picture of the diversity and complexity underpinning
second language acquisition in a study abroad context. The chapters highlight themes such as social
networks, input and interaction issues, learner identities and study abroad in lingua franca contexts,
while also presenting other themes spanning the breadth of second language acquisition and
interculturality research, such as individual differences and linguistic development. This
comprehensive and cohesive volume showcases the latest innovative research using quantitative,
qualitative and mixed method approaches across a range of source and target language learner
cohorts, and highlights emerging themes and directions for future research.

english as lingua franca study: The Routledge Handbook of English as a Lingua Franca
Jennifer Jenkins, Will Baker, Martin Dewey, 2017-08-23 The Routledge Handbook of English as a
Lingua Franca (ELF) provides an accessible, authoritative and comprehensive introduction to the
main theories, concepts, contexts and applications of this rapidly developing field of study. Including
47 state-of-the art chapters from leading international scholars, the handbook covers key concepts,
regional spread, linguistic features and communication processes, domains and functions, ELF in
academia, ELF and pedagogy and future trends. This handbook is key reading for all those engaged
in the study and research of English as a lingua franca and world/global Englishes more broadly,
within English language, applied linguistics, and education.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca in Japan Mayu Konakahara,
Keiko Tsuchiya, 2019-12-27 This edited book examines the phenomenon of English as a Lingua
Franca (ELF) in the Japanese context, using multilingualism as a lens through which to explore
language practices and attitudes in what is traditionally viewed as a monolingual, monocultural
setting. The authors cover a broad spectrum of topics within this theme, including language
education policies, the nature of ELF communication in both academic and business settings, users’
and learners’ perceptions of ELF, and the pedagogy to foster ELF-oriented attitudes. Teaching and
learning practices are reconsidered from ELF and multilingual perspectives, shifting the focus from
the conformity to native-speaker norms to ELF users’ creative use of multilingual resources. This
book is a key resource for advancing ELF study and research in Japan, and it will also be of interest
to students and scholars studying multilingualism and World Englishes in other global contexts.

english as lingua franca study: English as a Lingua Franca in Higher Education Ute Smit,
2010 Review text: This book is an important contribution to research on multilingualism: the author
does not only discuss theoretical aspects of this research field but also attempts to verify theoretical
premises with respect to their empirical validity.(Dieter Wolff, Bergische Universitat Wuppertal).

english as lingua franca study: Interdisciplinary Themes of Sociolinguistic Studies -
Language Learning, Technology, and Identity in the Age of Al and Globalization Xiaoming
Jiang, Muhammad Azeem Ashraf, 2025-03-26 Interdisciplinary Themes of Sociolinguistic Studies -
Language Learning, Technology, and Identity in the Age of AI and Globalization offers a compelling
exploration of the dynamic interplay between language, society, and technology in today’s rapidly
evolving world. This edited volume brings together cutting-edge research on critical topics such as
language learning and teaching challenges, the role of artificial intelligence in education, and the
sociocultural dimensions of language identity and perception. By examining these themes through
interdisciplinary lenses, the book provides valuable insights into how language shapes and is shaped



by globalization, digital transformation, and post-pandemic realities. With a focus on diverse
contexts—from multilingual classrooms to virtual communities and regional language
preservation—this volume highlights the transformative potential of technology, including Al tools
like ChatGPT, in fostering language growth and innovation. Ideal for researchers, educators, and
students, this book serves as a comprehensive resource for understanding the complexities of
language in contemporary society, offering fresh perspectives and practical implications for the
future of sociolinguistic studies.

english as lingua franca study: Language Alternation, Language Choice and Language
Encounter in International Tertiary Education Hartmut Haberland, Dorte Lgnsmann, Bent Preisler,
2013-06-26 Reflecting the increased use of English as lingua franca in today’s university education,
this volume maps the interplay and competition between English and other tongues in a learning
community that in practice is not only bilingual but multilingual. The volume includes case studies
from Japan, Australia, South Africa, Germany, Catalonia, China, Denmark and Sweden, analysing a
range of issues such as the conflict between the students’ native languages and English, the reality
of parallel teaching in English as well as in the local language, and classrooms that are nominally
English-speaking but multilingual in practice. The book assesses the factors common to successful
bilingual learners, and provides university administrators, policy makers and teachers around the
world with a much-needed commentary on the challenges they face in increasingly multilingual
surroundings characterized by a heterogeneous student population. Patterns of language alternation
and choice have become increasingly important to the development of an understanding of the
internationalisation of higher education that is occurring world-wide. This volume draws on the
extensive and varied literature related to the sociolinguistics of globalisation - linguistic
ethnography, discourse analysis, language teaching, language and identity, and language planning -
as the theoretical bases for the description of the nature of these emerging multilingual communities
that are increasingly found in international education. It uses observational data from eleven studies
that take into account the macro (societal), meso (university) and micro (participant) levels of
language interaction to explicate the range of language encounters - highlighting both successful
and problematic interactions and their related language ideologies. Although English is the common
lingua franca, the studies in the volume highlight the importance of the multilingual resources
available to participants in higher educational institutions that are used to negotiate and solve their
language problems. The volume brings to our attention a range of important insights into language
issues found in the internationalisation of higher education, and provides a resource for those
wishing to understand or do research on how language hybridity and multilingual communicative
practices are evolving there. Richard B. Baldauf Jr., Professor, The University of Queensland
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