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dark artifices novel is a captivating fantasy series that has enthralled
readers with its intricate plotlines, complex characters, and immersive
world-building. This article delves deep into every aspect of the Dark
Artifices novel series, providing an authoritative guide for both newcomers
and long-time fans. Readers will discover the background of the series, its
main themes, notable characters, and the critical reception it has garnered.
In addition, the article explores how the Dark Artifices novels fit within
the broader Shadowhunter Chronicles, offering insights into its impact on the
genre and its dedicated fan base. Whether you are looking to start reading or
seeking to deepen your understanding of this beloved series, this
comprehensive guide will provide valuable information and context. Continue
reading to explore the enchanting universe of the Dark Artifices novels and
what makes them a standout in modern young adult fantasy literature.
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Overview of the Dark Artifices Novel Series

The Dark Artifices novel series is a trilogy written by Cassandra Clare, a
renowned author in the young adult fantasy genre. This trilogy consists of
three main books: "Lady Midnight," "Lord of Shadows," and "Queen of Air and
Darkness." Set in the enchanting Shadowhunter universe, the series follows
the story of Emma Carstairs and the Blackthorn family as they navigate
dangerous political intrigue, forbidden love, and supernatural threats. The
novels are celebrated for their gripping narrative style, emotional depth,
and meticulous character development, which set them apart in contemporary
fantasy fiction. The Dark Artifices novels build upon the established lore of
the Shadowhunters, offering both fresh adventures and familiar elements that
appeal to longtime fans and new readers alike.

Setting and World-Building

A defining feature of the Dark Artifices novel is its richly detailed world-
building, rooted in the magical and perilous world of the Shadowhunters.



Taking place primarily in Los Angeles, the setting blends modern urban life
with mystical landscapes, hidden enclaves, and ancient runes. The Los Angeles
Institute serves as the central hub for the main characters, surrounded by
both mundane reality and the ever-present threat of demonic forces. The
novels introduce new elements to the Shadowhunter universe, including the
intricacies of the parabatai bond, the influence of the Faerie Courts, and
the complex politics of the Clave. This immersive setting is brought to life
through Clare's vivid descriptions and attention to detail, creating a
backdrop that is both familiar and fantastical.

Notable Locations in the Dark Artifices Novels

Los Angeles Institute – The primary residence and training ground for
the protagonists.

Faerie Courts – Enchanting yet perilous domains that play a significant
role in the plot.

Santa Monica Pier – A recurring setting for pivotal scenes and character
interactions.

The Shadow Market – A place where Downworlders and Shadowhunters
interact, filled with secrets and intrigue.

Main Characters in the Dark Artifices Novels

The characters of the Dark Artifices novel series are at the heart of its
emotional resonance and widespread appeal. Each protagonist brings unique
strengths, vulnerabilities, and perspectives to the narrative, making their
journeys compelling and relatable. The series centers on Emma Carstairs, a
fiercely determined Shadowhunter grappling with her parents' mysterious
deaths and her own complex feelings. Alongside her is Julian Blackthorn, who
bears the weight of caring for his siblings while navigating the dangerous
politics of the Shadowhunter world. The Blackthorn siblings and their allies
contribute significantly to the story, adding layers of intrigue, loyalty,
and romance.

Key Protagonists

Emma Carstairs – A skilled and driven Shadowhunter seeking justice and
answers.

Julian Blackthorn – The devoted leader of the Blackthorn family, torn
between duty and love.

Mark Blackthorn – A half-faerie, half-Shadowhunter returning from the
Wild Hunt, caught between two worlds.

Cristina Rosales – A loyal friend from the Mexico City Institute,
navigating her own secrets and allegiances.



Other Blackthorn siblings – Each with their own distinct storylines and
challenges.

Major Themes and Motifs

The Dark Artifices novels are renowned for exploring profound themes that
resonate with readers of all ages. At their core, the books examine the
complexities of love, loyalty, and sacrifice. The forbidden romance between
Emma and Julian is a central motif, highlighting the struggles between
personal desire and the greater good. Family is another recurring theme, with
the Blackthorn siblings embodying resilience, unity, and the tension between
responsibility and individuality. The series also delves into issues of
prejudice, power, and societal expectations, using the Shadowhunter world as
an allegory for real-world challenges. These themes contribute to the
emotional depth and relatability of the Dark Artifices novels.

Recurring Motifs in the Series

Forbidden love and the consequences of breaking sacred laws.

The power and limitations of the parabatai bond.

Conflict between duty and personal happiness.

Exploration of identity, belonging, and acceptance.

The Dark Artifices in the Shadowhunter
Chronicles

The Dark Artifices novel series is an integral part of the broader
Shadowhunter Chronicles, a collection of interconnected stories and
characters created by Cassandra Clare. The events of the Dark Artifices take
place five years after the Mortal Instruments series, building upon
established lore and introducing new developments that impact the entire
Shadowhunter universe. The trilogy connects with other works through
recurring characters, shared history, and ongoing storylines, creating a
cohesive and expansive narrative tapestry. This interconnectedness enhances
the reading experience for fans, allowing them to see how different series
influence one another and contribute to the ever-evolving world of the
Shadowhunters.

Chronological Placement within the Shadowhunter
Universe

Preceded by: The Mortal Instruments series



Followed by: The Last Hours series

Related novellas and companion stories expand on characters and events
from the Dark Artifices

Critical Reception and Awards

The Dark Artifices novels have received widespread acclaim from both critics
and fans. Praised for their intricate plotting, character complexity, and
emotional intensity, the books have earned a place among the most popular
young adult fantasy series of the decade. Notable literary publications and
review platforms have commended Cassandra Clare's ability to balance action,
romance, and world-building. The series has also garnered several awards and
nominations, further cementing its status as a standout work in the genre. In
addition to commercial success, the Dark Artifices novels have fostered a
vibrant fan community and inspired adaptations, merchandise, and fan
creations.

Noteworthy Achievements

Consistent placement on bestseller lists, including The New York Times

Multiple literary award nominations for young adult fantasy

International translations and global readership

Influence on the growth of the Shadowhunter franchise

Reading Order and Related Works

To fully appreciate the depth and connections within the Dark Artifices novel
series, readers are encouraged to explore the recommended reading order.
While the trilogy can be enjoyed on its own, it is enriched by familiarity
with the broader Shadowhunter Chronicles. Supplemental novellas and companion
books offer additional context and character backstory.

Suggested Reading Order

The Mortal Instruments series (for background and context)1.

The Dark Artifices trilogy:2.

Lady Midnight

Lord of Shadows



Queen of Air and Darkness

Shadowhunter short story collections and novellas3.

The Last Hours series (for continued storylines)4.

Impact and Legacy of the Series

The impact of the Dark Artifices novel series extends beyond its narrative
achievements. The trilogy has contributed significantly to the popularity of
urban fantasy and young adult literature, inspiring countless readers to
delve into the genre. Its exploration of complex themes and relatable
characters has set a benchmark for character-driven storytelling. The series
has also expanded the reach of the Shadowhunter universe, leading to
adaptations in other media and a dedicated international fan base. Through
its legacy, the Dark Artifices novels continue to influence emerging writers,
foster creative communities, and remain a touchstone in the world of fantasy
fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Dark Artifices
Novel

Q: What is the Dark Artifices novel series about?
A: The Dark Artifices novel series follows Emma Carstairs and the Blackthorn
family, Shadowhunters who battle supernatural threats and navigate complex
relationships in Los Angeles. The trilogy explores themes of love, loyalty,
and justice within the magical world of the Shadowhunters.

Q: How many books are in the Dark Artifices novel
series?
A: The Dark Artifices consists of three main books: "Lady Midnight," "Lord of
Shadows," and "Queen of Air and Darkness."

Q: Do I need to read the Mortal Instruments before
the Dark Artifices novels?
A: While not strictly necessary, reading the Mortal Instruments series first
provides valuable context and background for the characters and world,
enhancing the experience of the Dark Artifices novels.

Q: Who are the main characters in the Dark Artifices



novels?
A: The main characters include Emma Carstairs, Julian Blackthorn, Mark
Blackthorn, Cristina Rosales, and the other Blackthorn siblings. Each
character has a unique story arc and contributes to the overarching
narrative.

Q: What are the primary themes explored in the Dark
Artifices?
A: Major themes include forbidden love, family loyalty, personal sacrifice,
prejudice, and the struggle between duty and desire.

Q: Where is the Dark Artifices novel series set?
A: The series is primarily set in Los Angeles, blending urban settings with
mystical elements from the Shadowhunter universe.

Q: Are there any companion books or novellas related
to the Dark Artifices?
A: Yes, several short stories and companion novellas expand on the characters
and events of the Dark Artifices, providing additional context and depth.

Q: Has the Dark Artifices novel series won any
awards?
A: The series has received critical acclaim, appeared on bestseller lists,
and been nominated for several young adult literature awards.

Q: How does the Dark Artifices fit into the overall
Shadowhunter Chronicles?
A: The Dark Artifices is set five years after the events of the Mortal
Instruments and connects with other series and characters in the Shadowhunter
universe, forming an essential part of the overarching narrative.

Q: What sets the Dark Artifices novels apart from
other young adult fantasy series?
A: The series is distinguished by its complex characters, emotionally charged
plotlines, and detailed exploration of moral and societal issues within a
richly developed fantasy world.
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  dark artifices novel: The Dark Artifices, the Complete Collection Cassandra Clare, 2020-05-26
All three books in the #1 New York Times and USA TODAY bestselling Dark Artifices trilogy are now
available together in a collectible hardcover boxed set. The Dark Artifices is a sequel series to the
internationally bestselling Mortal Instruments series. Emma Carstairs is a Shadowhunter—the best
in her generation. Together with her best friend and parabatai Julian Blackthorn, she patrols the
streets of Los Angeles, where faeries—the most powerful of supernatural creatures—teeter on the
edge of open war with Shadowhunters. But when bodies of murdered humans and faeries continue
to turn up, Emma and Julian must strike an uneasy alliance with their supposed enemies in order to
find the killer. Meanwhile, an extremist faction of Shadowhunters called the Cohort will do anything
to seize power and turn Shadowhunters against Downworlders once and for all. Emma, Julian, and
their friends must embark on a series of quests from the Sunset Strip to the enchanted sea that
pounds the beaches of Santa Monica, and deep into the realms of Faerie and beyond in order to save
the Shadow World as they know it—even as a deadly and ancient curse threatens to destroy them
and everyone they love. This beautifully packaged boxed set includes: Lady Midnight Lord of
Shadows Queen of Air and Darkness
  dark artifices novel: Lady Midnight Cassandra Clare, 2016-03-08 Includes a short story
entitled A long conversation.
  dark artifices novel: Queen of Air and Darkness Cassandra Clare, 2019-10-08 Dark secrets and
forbidden love threaten the very survival of the Shadowhunters in Cassandra Clare’s Queen of Air
and Darkness, the final novel in the New York Times and USA TODAY bestselling The Dark Artifices
trilogy. Queen of Air and Darkness is a Shadowhunters novel. What if damnation is the price of true
love? Innocent blood has been spilled on the steps of the Council Hall, the sacred stronghold of the
Shadowhunters. Their society now teeters on the brink of civil war. One fragment of the Blackthorn
family flees to Los Angeles, seeking to discover the source of the disease that is destroying the race
of warlocks. Meanwhile, Julian and Emma take desperate measures to put their forbidden love aside
and undertake a perilous mission to Faerie to retrieve the Black Volume of the Dead. What they find
there is a secret that may tear the Shadow World asunder and open a dark path into a future they
could never have imagined. Caught in a race against time, Emma and Julian must save the world of
the Shadowhunters before a deadly curse destroys them and everyone they love.
  dark artifices novel: Lord of Shadows Cassandra Clare, 2017-05-23 Sunny Los Angeles can be
a dark place indeed in Cassandra Clare’s Lord of Shadows, the sequel to the #1 New York Times and
USA TODAY bestselling Lady Midnight. Lord of Shadows is a Shadowhunters novel. Emma Carstairs
has finally avenged her parents. She thought she’d be at peace. But she is anything but calm. Torn
between her desire for her parabatai Julian and her desire to protect him from the brutal
consequences of parabatai relationships, she has begun dating his brother, Mark. But Mark has
spent the past five years trapped in Faerie; can he ever truly be a Shadowhunter again? And the
faerie courts are not silent. The Unseelie King is tired of the Cold Peace, and will no longer concede
to the Shadowhunters’ demands. Caught between the demands of faerie and the laws of the Clave,
Emma, Julian, and Mark must find a way to come together to defend everything they hold
dear—before it’s too late. Perfect for fans of Leigh Bardugo, Holly Black and Sarah J. Maas. Also by
Cassandra Clare: The Dark Artifices: Lady Midnight Queen of Air and Darkness The Eldest Curses:
The Red Scrolls of Magic The Lost Book of the White
  dark artifices novel: Lady Midnight Cassandra Clare, 2016 In this first book of the Dark
Artifices series, Shadowhunter Emma Carstairs and her parabatai Julian Blackthorn race to stop a
demonic plot that threatens Los Angeles--
  dark artifices novel: The Lost Book of the White Cassandra Clare, Wesley Chu, 2020-09-01
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From #1 New York Times bestselling authors Cassandra Clare and Wesley Chu comes the second
book in the Eldest Curses series and a thrilling adventure for High Warlock Magnus Bane and Alec
Lightwood, for whom a death-defying mission into the heart of evil is not just a job, it’s also a
romantic getaway. The Lost Book of the White is a Shadowhunters novel. Life is good for Magnus
Bane and Alec Lightwood. They’re living together in a fabulous loft, their warlock son, Max, has
started learning to walk, and the streets of New York are peaceful and quiet—as peaceful and quiet
as they ever are, anyway. Until the night that two old acquaintances break into Magnus’s apartment
and steal the powerful Book of the White. Now Magnus and Alec will have to drop everything to get
it back. They need to follow the thieves to Shanghai, they need to call some backup to accompany
them, and they need a babysitter. Also, someone has stabbed Magnus with a strange magical
weapon that is changing the very nature of his powers. Fortunately, their backup consists of Clary,
Jace, Isabelle, and newly minted Shadowhunter Simon. In Shanghai, they learn that a much darker
threat awaits them. Magnus’s magic is growing unstable, and if they can’t stop the demons flooding
into the city, they might have to follow them all the way back to the source—to the very realm of the
dead.
  dark artifices novel: Cassandra Clare: The Mortal Instruments Series (5 books) Cassandra
Clare, 2012-10-23 The first five books in the #1 New York Times bestselling Mortal Instruments
series, now available in a collectible ebook collection. Enter the secret world of the Shadowhunters
with this collection that includes City of Bones, City of Ashes, City of Glass, City of Fallen Angels,
and City of Lost Souls. The Mortal Instruments books have more than five million copies in print, and
this ebook collection is a perfect gift for newcomers to the series and for loyal fans alike.
  dark artifices novel: Lady Midnight Cassandra Clare, 2016 Shadowhunter Emma Carstairs
and her parabatai Julian Blackthorn race to stop a demonic plot that threatens Los Angeles--
  dark artifices novel: Ghosts of the Shadow Market Cassandra Clare, Sarah Rees Brennan,
Maureen Johnson, Kelly Link, Robin Wasserman, 2020-07-07 A #1 New York Times bestseller! From
#1 New York Times and USA TODAY bestseller Cassandra Clare comes an exciting short story
collection that follows Jem Carstairs as he travels through the many Shadow Markets around the
world. Ghosts of the Shadow Market is set in the world of the Shadowhunters. The Shadow Market
is a meeting point for faeries, werewolves, warlocks, and vampires. There, the Downworlders buy
and sell magical objects, make dark bargains, and whisper secrets they do not want the
Shadowhunters to know. Through two centuries, however, there has been a frequent visitor to the
Shadow Market from the very heart of the Shadowhunters’ world. Jem Carstairs is searching
through the Shadow Market, in many different cities over long years, for a relic from his past. Follow
Jem and see—against the backdrop of the Shadow Market’s dark dealings and spectacle—Anna
Lightwood’s doomed romance, Matthew Fairchild’s great sin, and Tessa Gray as she is plunged into
a world war. Valentine Morgenstern buys a soul at the Market and a young Jace Wayland’s soul finds
safe harbor. In the Market is hidden a lost heir and a beloved ghost, and no one can save you once
you have traded away your heart. Not even Jem.
  dark artifices novel: Clockwork Angel Cassandra Clare, 2019-12-03 The #1 New York Times
and USA TODAY bestseller is now available at an incredible low price for a limited time only!
Discover the “compulsively readable” (Booklist) first book in the Infernal Devices trilogy, prequel to
the internationally bestselling Mortal Instruments series! Clockwork Angel is a Shadowhunters
novel. When Tessa Gray crosses the ocean to find her brother, her destination is England, the time is
the reign of Queen Victoria, and something terrifying is waiting for her in London’s Downworld,
where vampires, warlocks, and other supernatural folk stalk the gaslit streets. Only the
Shadowhunters, warriors dedicated to ridding the world of demons, keep order amidst the chaos.
Kidnapped by a secret organization called The Pandemonium Club, Tessa learns that she herself is a
Downworlder with a rare ability: the power to transform into another person. What’s more, the
Magister, the shadowy figure who runs the Club, will stop at nothing to claim Tessa’s power for his
own. Friendless and hunted, Tessa takes refuge with the Shadowhunters of the London Institute,
who swear to find her brother if she will use her power to help them. She soon finds herself



fascinated by—and torn between—two best friends: James, whose fragile beauty hides a deadly
secret, and Will, whose caustic wit and volatile moods keep everyone in his life at arm’s
length…everyone, that is, but Tessa. As their search draws them deep into the heart of an arcane
plot that threatens to destroy the Shadowhunters, Tessa realizes that she may need to choose
between saving her brother and helping her new friends save the world…and that love may be the
most dangerous magic of all.
  dark artifices novel: The Bones of Ruin Sarah Raughley, 2022-10-25 An African tightrope
walker who can’t die gets embroiled in a secret society’s deadly gladiatorial tournament in this
“bloodily spectacular” (Chloe Gong, New York Times bestselling author of These Violent Delights)
historical fantasy set in an alternate 1880s London, perfect for fans of The Last Magician and The
Gilded Wolves. As an African tightrope dancer in Victorian London, Iris is used to being strange. She
is certainly an unusual sight for leering British audiences always eager for the spectacle of colonial
curiosity. But Iris also has a secret that even “strange” doesn’t capture…​ She cannot die. Haunted
by her unnatural power and with no memories of her past, Iris is obsessed with discovering who she
is. But that mission gets more complicated when she meets the dark and alluring Adam Temple, a
member of a mysterious order called the Enlightenment Committee. Adam seems to know much
more about her than he lets on, and he shares with her a terrifying revelation: the world is ending,
and the Committee will decide who lives…and who doesn’t. To help them choose a leader for the
upcoming apocalypse, the Committee is holding the Tournament of Freaks, a macabre competition
made up of vicious fighters with fantastical abilities. Adam wants Iris to be his champion, and in
return he promises her the one thing she wants most: the truth about who she really is. If Iris wants
to learn about her shadowy past, she has no choice but to fight. But the further she gets in the grisly
tournament, the more she begins to remember—and the more she wonders if the truth is something
best left forgotten.
  dark artifices novel: The Red Scrolls of Magic Cassandra Clare, Wesley Chu, 2020-05-05 A
#1 New York Times bestseller! “A rip-roaring adventure merged with satisfying romance.”
—Entertainment Weekly “[A] swashbuckling launch to the Eldest Curses series.” —Publishers
Weekly From #1 New York Times and USA TODAY bestseller Cassandra Clare and award-winner
Wesley Chu comes the first book in a new series full of “swoon-worthy romance [and] abundant
action” (Publishers Weekly). The Red Scrolls of Magic is a Shadowhunters novel. All Magnus Bane
wanted was a vacation—a lavish trip across Europe with Alec Lightwood, the Shadowhunter who
against all odds is finally his boyfriend. But as soon as the pair settles in Paris, an old friend arrives
with news about a demon-worshipping cult called the Crimson Hand that is bent on causing chaos
around the world. A cult that was apparently founded by Magnus himself. Years ago. As a joke. Now
Magnus and Alec must race across Europe to track down the Crimson Hand before the cult can
cause any more damage. Demons are now dogging their every step, and it is becoming harder to tell
friend from foe. As their quest for answers becomes increasingly dire, Magnus and Alec will have to
trust each other more than ever—even if it means revealing the secrets they’ve both been keeping.
  dark artifices novel: Lord of Shadows Cassandra Clare, 2017-05-23 A #1 New York Times
and USA TODAY bestseller Sunny Los Angeles can be a dark place indeed in Cassandra Clare’s Lord
of Shadows, the bestselling sequel to Lady Midnight. Lord of Shadows is a Shadowhunters novel.
Emma Carstairs has just learned that the love she shares with her warrior partner and parabatai,
Julian Blackthorn, isn’t just forbidden—it could destroy them both. She knows she should run from
Julian. But how can she when the Blackthorn family is threatened by enemies on all sides? Their only
hope is the Black Volume of the Dead, a spell book of terrible power. Everyone wants it. Only the
Blackthorns can find it. Spurred on by a dark bargain with the Seelie Queen, Emma; her best friend,
Cristina; and Mark and Julian Blackthorn embark on a journey into the Courts of Faerie, where
glittering revels hide bloody danger and no promise can be trusted. As dangers close in, Julian
devises a risky new scheme that depends on the cooperation of an unpredictable enemy. But success
may come with a price he and Emma cannot even imagine, one that will have repercussions for
everyone and everything they hold dear.



  dark artifices novel: Songs from the Deep Kelly Powell, 2020-10-27 A girl searches for a
killer on an island where deadly sirens lurk just beneath the waves in this “twisty, atmospheric story
that grips readers like a siren song” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). The sea holds many
secrets. Moira Alexander has always been fascinated by the deadly sirens who lurk along the shores
of her island town. Even though their haunting songs can lure anyone to a swift and watery grave,
she gets as close to them as she can, playing her violin on the edge of the enchanted sea. When a
young boy is found dead on the beach, the islanders assume that he’s one of the sirens’ victims.
Moira isn’t so sure. Certain that someone has framed the boy’s death as a siren attack, Moira
convinces her childhood friend, the lighthouse keeper Jude Osric, to help her find the real killer,
rekindling their friendship in the process. With townspeople itching to hunt the sirens down, and
their own secrets threatening to unravel their fragile new alliance, Moira and Jude must race against
time to stop the killer before it’s too late—for humans and sirens alike.
  dark artifices novel: Chain of Gold Cassandra Clare, 2021-08-31 A brand-new series in the
Shadowhunter world.--Cover.
  dark artifices novel: Cassandra Clare: The Mortal Instrument Series (4 books) Cassandra
Clare, 2011-04-19 The first four books in the #1 New York Times bestselling Mortal Instruments
series are all together in one boxed set! The first four books in the #1 New York Times bestselling
Mortal Instruments series, available in an eBook collection. Enter the secret world of the
Shadowhunters with this eBook boxed set that includes City of Bones, City of Ashes, City of Glass,
and City of Fallen Angels. The Mortal Instruments books have more than five million copies in print,
and this eBook collection of the first four volumes makes a great gift for newcomers to the series
and for loyal fans alike.
  dark artifices novel: City of Glass Cassandra Clare, 2015-09 Originally published in hardcover
in 2009.
  dark artifices novel: The Bane Chronicles Cassandra Clare, Sarah Rees Brennan, Maureen
Johnson, 2014-11-11 Fans of The Mortal Instruments and The Infernal Devices can get to know
warlock Magnus Bane like never before in this collection of New York Times bestselling tales, with
an exclusive new story and illustrated material. This collection of eleven short stories illuminates the
life of the enigmatic Magnus Bane, whose alluring personality, flamboyant style, and sharp wit
populate the pages of the #1 New York Times bestselling series, The Mortal Instruments and The
Infernal Devices. Originally released one-by-one as e-only short stories by Cassandra Clare, Maureen
Johnson, and Sarah Rees Brennan, this compilation presents all ten together in print and includes a
special eleventh tale, as well as eleven comic illustrations.
  dark artifices novel: The Infernal Devices Cassandra Clare, 2013-03-19 All three books in the
#1 New York Times bestselling Infernal Devices trilogy are now together in one boxed set! Step
back in time with the Shadowhunters with this eBook collection of the New York Times bestselling
Infernal Devices trilogy. Passion. Power. Secrets. Enchantment. The Shadowhunters of the Victorian
Age delve into all of these—in addition to darkness and danger—in the Infernal Devices trilogy,
packaged in an eBook collection that includes Clockwork Angel, Clockwork Prince, and Clockwork
Princess.
  dark artifices novel: City of Ashes Cassandra Clare, 2009-03-24 Is love worth betraying
everything? Plunge into the second adventure in the internationally bestselling Mortal Instruments
series and “prepare to be hooked” (Entertainment Weekly). Clary Fray just wishes that her life
would go back to normal. But what's normal when you're a demon-slaying Shadowhunter, your
mother is in a magically induced coma, and you can suddenly see Downworlders like werewolves,
vampires, and faeries? If Clary left the world of the Shadowhunters behind, it would mean more time
with her best friend, Simon, who's becoming more than a friend. But the Shadowhunting world isn't
ready to let her go -- especially her handsome, infuriating, newfound brother, Jace. And Clary's only
chance to help her mother is to track down rogue Shadowhunter Valentine, who is probably insane,
certainly evil—and also her father. To complicate matters, someone in New York City is murdering
Downworlder children. Is Valentine behind the killings—and if he is, what is he trying to do? When



the second of the Mortal Instruments, the Soul-Sword, is stolen, the terrifying Inquisitor arrives to
investigate and zooms right in on Jace. How can Clary stop Valentine if Jace is willing to betray
everything he believes in to help their father? In this breathtaking sequel to City of Bones,
Cassandra Clare lures her readers back into the dark grip of New York City's Downworld, where
love is never safe and power becomes the deadliest temptation.
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