
delta slide guitar tips
delta slide guitar tips are essential for any guitarist seeking to master the soulful,
evocative sounds of Delta blues. Slide guitar playing is a distinctive technique that adds
depth and emotion to your music, and the Delta blues style brings a raw, authentic
character to the sound. This comprehensive guide will cover everything from choosing the
right slide and setting up your guitar, to mastering foundational techniques, perfecting tone
and expression, and developing your own Delta slide guitar style. Whether you're a
beginner or a seasoned musician looking to refine your skills, these expert tips and
strategies will help you unlock the secrets of Delta slide guitar and elevate your playing to
new heights. Read on to discover practical advice, common pitfalls to avoid, and the
nuances that make Delta blues slide guitar truly unique.
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Understanding Delta Slide Guitar

Delta slide guitar is deeply rooted in the musical traditions of the Mississippi Delta, where
legendary blues musicians innovated with slide techniques to create haunting, expressive
sounds. This style often features open tunings, rhythmic fingerpicking, and emotive
phrasing. Slide guitar in the Delta blues context is characterized by its raw, vocal-like
quality, mimicking the human voice with glides, bends, and vibrato. Understanding the
history, influences, and signature sounds of Delta blues slide guitar is crucial for developing
authenticity in your playing.

Key Characteristics of Delta Slide Guitar

Use of open tunings such as Open G, Open D, and Open E



Emphasis on rhythm and percussive techniques

Expressive slide movement with vibrato and bends

Integration of storytelling and emotion in phrasing

Minimalist arrangements focusing on groove and feel

Choosing the Right Slide for Delta Blues

Selecting the appropriate slide is fundamental to achieving authentic Delta blues tones.
Slides are typically made from glass, brass, steel, or ceramic, with each material producing
distinct sounds. The weight, thickness, and length of the slide also influence comfort and
tonal qualities. For Delta blues, many players prefer heavier slides that deliver a warm,
resonant sound and allow for precise control across the strings.

Slide Materials and Their Impact

Glass slides: Smooth, mellow tone, ideal for lyrical playing

Brass slides: Bright, cutting sound with pronounced attack

Steel slides: Powerful, sustain-rich tones, excellent for aggressive playing

Ceramic slides: Balanced warmth and sustain, versatile for various styles

Tips for Choosing Your Slide

Test different materials to find the tone that suits your style1.

Choose a slide that fits comfortably on your finger (commonly ring or pinky)2.

Consider the weight—heavier slides produce more sustain but may be harder to3.
control for beginners

Opt for a slide length that covers all strings you intend to play4.



Setting Up Your Guitar for Slide Playing

Proper guitar setup is vital for effective slide technique, especially in the Delta blues
tradition. Raising the action (string height) helps prevent unwanted string buzz and allows
the slide to glide cleanly over the frets. Using heavier gauge strings enhances sustain and
tonal richness, which is essential for the expressive nature of Delta blues. Open tunings are
commonly employed to facilitate chordal slides and drone notes that create the signature
Delta sound.

Optimal Delta Slide Guitar Setup

Increase string action slightly to avoid fret noise

Use medium to heavy gauge strings for better tone and sustain

Experiment with open tunings (Open D, Open G, Open E)

Ensure your guitar’s neck is straight and intonation is accurate

Essential Delta Slide Guitar Techniques

Mastering core slide guitar techniques is essential to achieving the authentic Delta blues
sound. Key skills include precise intonation, controlled vibrato, muting unwanted strings,
and blending slide notes with fingerpicked rhythms. Delta blues slide often involves single-
note melodies, chordal slides, and intricate rhythmic patterns that demand both dexterity
and a keen ear for phrasing.

Foundational Techniques for Delta Slide Guitar

Place the slide directly above the fret for accurate pitch

Apply light pressure to avoid pressing the strings against the frets

Use your picking hand to mute strings and reduce unwanted noise

Incorporate fingerpicking or thumb picking for rhythmic complexity

Experiment with vibrato by gently rocking the slide back and forth



Mastering Tone and Expression in Delta Blues

Tone and expression are the heart of Delta blues slide guitar. Achieving the right sound
requires not only technical skill but also an understanding of phrasing and dynamics. The
way you attack the strings, the pressure applied with the slide, and your use of vibrato all
contribute to the emotional impact of your playing. Experimenting with amp settings,
pickup selection, and effects can also help you shape your ideal Delta blues tone.

Tips for Expressive Slide Guitar Playing

Use dynamic picking to vary your volume and intensity

Focus on subtle vibrato and bends for vocal-like phrasing

Shape your tone with amp EQ and minimal effects for authenticity

Listen to classic Delta blues recordings to internalize phrasing and feel

Developing Your Delta Slide Guitar Style

While learning from the masters is crucial, developing your own style is what sets you
apart. Study the nuances of legendary Delta blues musicians such as Robert Johnson, Son
House, and Bukka White, and incorporate their techniques into your playing. Experiment
with rhythm, timing, and melodic phrasing to create a personal voice. Recording yourself
and seeking feedback can accelerate your growth and help refine your unique approach to
Delta slide guitar.

Strategies for Building Your Style

Analyze recordings of influential Delta blues slide guitarists

Improvise with different tunings and slide techniques

Combine traditional elements with modern innovations

Regularly record and critique your playing

Collaborate with other musicians for fresh inspiration



Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Many players encounter common pitfalls when learning Delta slide guitar. Poor intonation,
excessive finger pressure, and inadequate muting are frequent challenges. Avoiding these
mistakes will ensure your playing remains clean, expressive, and true to the Delta blues
tradition. Focus on slow, deliberate practice and pay attention to the details that shape
your overall sound.

Frequent Slide Guitar Errors

Pressing the slide too hard, causing fret buzz and muddled notes

Missing the correct fret position, resulting in out-of-tune playing

Neglecting to mute unwanted strings, leading to excess noise

Rushing through licks without attention to phrasing

Ignoring the importance of dynamics and tone

Practice Tips for Delta Slide Guitar Success

Consistent, focused practice is essential for mastering Delta slide guitar. Break down
complex licks into manageable sections, use a metronome to keep time, and practice both
slow and fast tempos. Incorporate exercises that improve finger strength, slide control, and
coordination. Listening to classic recordings and transcribing solos can deepen your
understanding of the Delta blues style.

Effective Practice Strategies

Set aside dedicated time for slide guitar exercises daily

Practice scales and melodies in open tunings

Use backing tracks or rhythm loops to develop timing

Record practice sessions and review for improvement

Challenge yourself with new songs and techniques regularly



Trending Questions and Answers about Delta
Slide Guitar Tips

Q: What is the best tuning for Delta slide guitar?
A: Open tunings such as Open D, Open G, and Open E are most commonly used in Delta
blues slide guitar. These tunings allow for easier chordal slides and create the resonant,
droning sound characteristic of the Delta style.

Q: Should I use a glass or metal slide for Delta blues?
A: Both glass and metal slides are popular for Delta blues. Glass slides offer a smoother,
warmer tone, while metal (brass or steel) slides provide a brighter, more aggressive sound.
The choice depends on your personal preference and the tone you wish to achieve.

Q: Why is higher string action recommended for slide
guitar?
A: Higher string action prevents the slide from hitting the frets, which eliminates unwanted
buzzing and allows the slide to move smoothly across the strings. This setup is essential for
clean, expressive slide playing.

Q: How do I mute unwanted strings when playing slide
guitar?
A: Use your picking hand’s palm or free fingers to gently touch and mute strings that are
not being played. This technique reduces unwanted noise and keeps your slide lines clear.

Q: What techniques create expressive phrasing in Delta
blues slide guitar?
A: Techniques such as vibrato, bends, dynamic picking, and careful slide movement all
contribute to expressive phrasing. Listening to classic Delta blues artists can help you
internalize these nuances.

Q: Can I play Delta slide guitar on an electric guitar?
A: Yes, Delta slide guitar can be played on electric guitars. Adjusting your amp settings and
using suitable effects can help you replicate the traditional Delta blues tone on electric
instruments.



Q: What are common mistakes beginners make with
Delta slide guitar?
A: Common mistakes include pressing the slide too hard, missing the correct fret position,
failing to mute unwanted strings, and neglecting dynamics. Slow, attentive practice helps
avoid these errors.

Q: How important is fingerpicking in Delta slide guitar?
A: Fingerpicking is very important in Delta slide guitar, as it allows for complex rhythms and
simultaneous bass and treble lines. It adds depth and authenticity to your playing.

Q: What are the benefits of recording my slide guitar
practice?
A: Recording your practice sessions enables you to identify areas for improvement, track
progress over time, and analyze your tone and phrasing objectively.

Q: Who are some influential Delta blues slide guitarists
to study?
A: Notable Delta blues slide guitarists include Robert Johnson, Son House, Bukka White, and
Mississippi Fred McDowell. Studying their recordings provides valuable insight into
authentic Delta blues techniques and style.
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  delta slide guitar tips: Slide Guitar Guide: Mastering the Art of Electric Slide Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-08-11 Immerse yourself in the captivating world of slide guitar, an art form that
transforms the electric guitar into a vessel of pure expression. With roots deeply embedded in the
blues and country music traditions, slide guitar has evolved into a versatile genre that transcends
boundaries, captivating audiences across diverse musical landscapes. In this comprehensive guide,
we embark on a journey through the world of slide guitar, unveiling its secrets and empowering you
to master this enchanting technique. As you delve into the pages of this book, you'll discover the
intricacies of slide guitar, from selecting the ideal slide and establishing proper technique to
exploring essential techniques and unlocking the secrets of open tuning. We'll guide you through the
nuances of slide guitar scales and chords, providing a solid foundation for your musical exploration.
Whether you're a seasoned guitarist seeking to expand your horizons or a beginner eager to embark
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on a new musical adventure, this book is your trusted companion. Throughout this comprehensive
guide, you'll find an abundance of practical knowledge and expert insights, empowering you to
navigate the world of slide guitar with confidence. We'll delve into the history and evolution of slide
guitar, tracing its origins and exploring the contributions of legendary slide guitarists who have
shaped the genre. Discover the secrets of slide guitar styles and influences, from the soulful blues to
the energetic rock and the sophisticated jazz. With a focus on practical application, this book
provides a wealth of exercises and practice routines, helping you refine your technique and develop
your own unique style. Learn to build your slide guitar vocabulary with essential licks and patterns,
and explore the art of improvisation, unlocking your creativity and expressing your musical soul.
Whether you aspire to perform on stage or simply enjoy playing for your own pleasure, this book will
guide you towards achieving your goals. As you progress through the chapters, you'll uncover the
secrets of troubleshooting common slide guitar problems, ensuring that you can overcome any
challenges and maintain your instrument in peak condition. We'll also explore the latest slide guitar
accessories and technologies, providing you with the knowledge to enhance your playing experience
and expand your musical horizons. Embark on this journey into the world of slide guitar, and unlock
the secrets of this captivating technique. With dedication and passion, you'll transform your electric
guitar into an instrument of pure expression, captivating audiences with your soulful melodies and
soaring solos. If you like this book, write a review!
  delta slide guitar tips: A Lap-Steel Guitar Guide Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-13 A Lap-Steel
Guitar Guide is the definitive guide to the lap-steel guitar, one of the most unique and versatile
instruments in the world. Whether you're a beginner who's just starting out or an experienced player
looking to improve your skills, this book has something for you. You'll learn the history of the
lap-steel guitar, the different types of lap-steel guitars, and the basic techniques for playing the
instrument. You'll also get a look at some of the most famous lap-steel guitarists and their playing
styles. With its clear and concise instructions, A Lap-Steel Guitar Guide will help you master the
basics of lap-steel guitar playing, including: * Holding the guitar * Picking and strumming
techniques * Basic chords * Simple melodies * Practice exercises Once you've mastered the basics,
you can start to learn more advanced techniques, such as: * Advanced chords * Scales and arpeggios
* Bending and vibrato * Slide techniques * Hammer-ons and pull-offs A Lap-Steel Guitar Guide also
includes a chapter on building your own lap-steel guitar, so you can customize your instrument to
your own unique playing style. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player, A Lap-Steel
Guitar Guide is the ultimate resource for learning to play the lap-steel guitar. With its clear
instructions, helpful tips, and inspiring stories, this book will help you take your playing to the next
level. So what are you waiting for? Grab your lap-steel guitar and let's get started! If you like this
book, write a review!
  delta slide guitar tips: Guitar Tricks Unveiled: Mastering the Licks of Legendary Artists
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-11 Embark on a musical odyssey with Guitar Tricks Unveiled:
Mastering the Licks of Legendary Artists, the ultimate guide to mastering the guitar and unlocking
your inner virtuoso. Within these pages, you'll find a wealth of knowledge and practical guidance to
elevate your guitar playing to new heights. Unravel the secrets behind the iconic riffs and
techniques of legendary guitarists. Learn to deconstruct complex solos, analyze the nuances of
various genres, and incorporate these elements into your own playing. Conquer the art of lead
guitar, mastering the techniques of string bending, vibrato, sweep picking, two-hand tapping, and
guitar harmonics. Explore the vast world of guitar genres, from the roots of blues to the evolution of
rock, jazz, country, and flamenco guitar. Discover the unique characteristics, techniques, and artists
that define each style. Delve into the intricacies of guitar scales and fretboard knowledge, gaining a
comprehensive understanding of major and minor scales, pentatonic scales, modal scales, the
CAGED system, and fretboard visualization. Develop your own unique guitar style by incorporating
different techniques, experimenting with various genres, and creating your own guitar riffs and
licks. Discover the art of guitar tone and effects, understanding the basics of guitar tone, choosing
the right guitar and amplifier, exploring the world of guitar effects pedals, and dialing in the perfect



guitar tone for your style. Embrace the joy of practice and improvement by creating an effective
practice routine, setting realistic goals, overcoming practice plateaus, finding a mentor or teacher,
and staying motivated on your guitar journey. Immerse yourself in the history of guitar legends,
tracing the footsteps of pioneers, rock guitar legends, blues masters, jazz innovators, and classical
guitar virtuosos. Peer into the future of guitar playing, exploring the rise of new guitar techniques,
the evolution of guitar technology, the changing landscape of the music industry, the role of guitar in
contemporary music, and the future of guitar education. Discover how the guitar continues to
captivate audiences, inspire new generations of players, and shape the sound of music for years to
come. With Guitar Tricks Unveiled: Mastering the Licks of Legendary Artists, you'll embark on a
transformative journey, unlocking your full potential as a guitarist. Whether you're a beginner
seeking to lay a solid foundation or an experienced player looking to refine your skills, this
comprehensive guide will provide you with the knowledge, techniques, and inspiration you need to
achieve your musical aspirations. If you like this book, write a review!
  delta slide guitar tips: Great British Fingerstyle Guitar Rick Payne, 2020-03-14 Fingerstyle
guitar has always been a melting pot of many different styles and influences. It is hard to pin it down
to one ingredient that is unique to American or British fingerstyle. However when you begin stir the
pot, the ingredients begin to separate, and without being too patriotic you could say there really is a
thing called 'Great British Fingerstyle'. When you hear the opening bars to 'Stairway to Heaven', a
few lines by Nick Drake or an intro by Genesis or Pink Floyd the acoustic guitar takes on an
essential British flavour. American fingerstyle has its roots in blues, ragtime, jazz and country with
syncopation as it's overriding character. British fingerstyle, however, went down a completely
different road with roots in the fusion of Classical, Baroque, Spanish and Celtic/Folk music. Also, in
it's own unique way, it took on board the influence of American fingerstyle guitar. In this course
we'll be exploring the influences, styles and techniques that make up the quintessential 'Great
British Fingerstyle' So, pour the tea and let's play fingerstyle guitar the 'British way!
  delta slide guitar tips: Slide Guitar Pete Madsen, 2005-08-01 (Book). Another entry in the
Fretmaster series, this book teaches you both the history and technique of slide guitar's masters,
such as Brian Jones, Lowell George, Bonnie Raitt, and Robert Johnson. While exploring their musical
lives and legacy, Slide Guitar provides lessons that give you the skills and encouragement you need
to emulate these musical heroes.
  delta slide guitar tips: Let's Django Rick Payne, 2020-03-14 I'm sure all guitarists at some
time, have been amazed when listening to Django Reinhardt. We all wonder at his inventiveness,
speed and navigation of the fretboard. How did he manage to weave such incredible musical webs,
and at the same time do all this with only two working fingers of his fretting hand? It's a bit like
bluesman, Robert Johnson down at the crossroads - all we can assume is they were both touched by
the devil called genius. For years I've dipped into his style, working out patterns and mixing them
into my own playing of Blues, Ragtime and Jazz. I imersed myself in chords, scales, arpeggios and
Django style doodles on the road to solving a little of the mystery. I know there are many volumes of
transcriptions available which will help you but It can take years of study to become fluent in this
style, and like many players, I felt I didn't have the time or patience. I wanted to take the essence
and some of the skills in his playing and make it my own. So, in 'Let's Django', I will share with you
some of the Django secrets I have learned on my journey as a guitarist. The exercises and tunes will
give your playing a whole load of gypsy flavour and, whatever the style of your playing, you will gain
extra panache and appeal. Like I said earlier, I know there are many note for note transcriptions of
Django's famous tunes and I didn't want to reproduce them again here. The tunes here are fairly
simple and are in the Django style, using the exercises you will learn on the way. Feel free to adapt
them and most importantly use them in your own playing. The video links are there to assist in your
learning of this great style. Rick Payne
  delta slide guitar tips: The Blues Route Hugh Merrill, 2012-01-01 Journalist Hugh Merrill
takes us on a sweeping road trip in search of the distinctly American music known as the blues.
Tracing blues culture from its beginning in rural Mississippi up through the Delta to Chicago and



beyond, Merrill visits with legendary musicians such as Son Thomas, Koko Taylor, Son Seals, Valerie
Wellington and Magic Slim. In fascinating interviews, Merrill uncovers wonderful stories about
Robert Johnson, Big Bill Broonzy, Willie Dixon, Muddy Waters, Jelly Roll Morton, Bessie Smith, Ida
Cox and Ma Rainey. The trip dips into New Orleans as Merrill explores how the blues exploded in
clubs and cribs, influencing dixieland, jazz and zydeco. A trip out west presents a lovely tour of the
cocktail lounges of Oakland and Los Angeles and the guardians of the blues who live there. The
Blues Route is an engrossing narrative, a book that celebrates not only the music but the continuing
search for sympathy, understanding and affinity that the blues embodies.
  delta slide guitar tips: The Devil Is in It John Stubbings, 2025-09-16 The rich history of the
acoustic guitar and its impact on the music world.
  delta slide guitar tips: Guitar Technique Encyclopedia Alfred Music, This ultimate guide to
great playing includes lessons on everything from barre chords to tapping, slide and sweeping, to
fingerstyle, flamenco, and more!
  delta slide guitar tips: Backup Trax: Basic Blues for Guitar Dix Bruce, 2011-03-11 Learn to
play 14 classic blues the best way-by doing! This book and CD provide your backup band as you
explore Country and Urban, Acoustic and Electric, Delta, Texas, Chicago, Slide Guitar, Alternate
Tuning, Traditional, and Modern styles in many different major and minor keys and in a variety of
tempos. Melodies are first presented on the recording at a slow speed with just guitar, then repeated
at regular speed with the band. Finally, you can play along with the hot blues rhythm section alone,
and you've got the makings of a dynamite blues jam session. You'll play all the leads and solos!
Repeat a tune or passage as many times as you want at slow or regular speed. We'll jam all night
long! Beginners and intermediate players can practice basic skills. Advanced players can hone their
improvisation chops. the split track recording allows you to hear either just the melody from one
speaker, just the rhythm section from the other, or both for maximum flexibility and specific study.
the book includes melodies, chord diagrams and guitar tablature.
  delta slide guitar tips: Guitar For Nerds Guide Book: Guitar Lesson Book, Beginner
Guitar Method, Learn Guitar Chords, Guitar Scales Book, Music Theory for Guitar Matt
Kingsley, Always dreamed of shredding solos, writing killer riffs, or just understanding why your
favorite songs sound so good? Guitar for Nerds is your secret weapon. Forget boring lessons and
repetitive exercises – we dive deep into the theory behind the music, but in a way that's clear,
practical, and actually fun. Learn: Chords, Scales, and Arpeggios: The building blocks of everything.
Music Theory: Finally understand how it all works (it's not as scary as you think!). Rock, Blues, Jazz,
and Fingerstyle Techniques: Master the styles you love. Songwriting Secrets: Craft your own
unforgettable tunes. Ear Training: Develop a musician's ear and unlock your improvisational
potential. Even how to record This isn't just another guitar method book. It's a comprehensive guide
to understanding and mastering the guitar, designed for analytical minds who want to go beyond the
basics.
  delta slide guitar tips: The Cambridge Companion to Blues and Gospel Music Allan
Moore, 2003-03-13 From Robert Johnson to Aretha Franklin, Mahalia Jackson to John Lee Hooker,
blues and gospel artists figure heavily in the mythology of twentieth-century culture. The styles in
which they sang have proved hugely influential to generations of popular singers, from the
wholesale adoptions of singers like Robert Cray or James Brown, to the subtler vocal appropriations
of Mariah Carey. Their own music, and how it operates, is not, however, always seen as valid in its
own right. This book provides an overview of both these genres, which worked together to provide
an expression of twentieth-century black US experience. Their histories are unfolded and
questioned; representative songs and lyrical imagery are analysed; perspectives are offered from the
standpoint of the voice, the guitar, the piano, and also that of the working musician. The book
concludes with a discussion of the impact the genres have had on mainstream musical culture.
  delta slide guitar tips: Song of the Steel Strings Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-10 Journey
into the Heart of Steel-String Blues Guitar: A Comprehensive Guide to Technique, History, and
Expression In the realm of blues music, the steel-string guitar reigns supreme, captivating audiences



with its resonant sound and emotive power. From the raw and soulful expressions of early blues
masters to the electrifying solos of contemporary virtuosos, the steel-string guitar has played a
pivotal role in shaping the genre's rich history. With this comprehensive guide, you'll embark on a
musical odyssey through the world of steel-string blues guitar, exploring its origins, techniques, and
the iconic musicians who have left an indelible mark on the genre. Delve into the heart of the
Mississippi Delta, where the blues first took root, and trace its evolution as it spread to urban
centers across the United States and beyond. Discover the essential techniques that form the
foundation of steel-string blues guitar playing, from basic chords and strumming patterns to
advanced slide playing, bending, and vibrato. Learn how to create expressive solos and compelling
accompaniments, and explore the intricacies of steel-string blues harmony, including scales, chords,
and progressions. But beyond the technical aspects, this book delves into the cultural significance of
steel-string blues, examining the social and historical contexts that shaped its development. From
the struggles of the rural South to the vibrant urban blues scenes of the 20th century, you'll gain a
deeper understanding of how the music reflected the experiences and aspirations of marginalized
communities, giving voice to their joys, sorrows, and resilience. Featuring in-depth analysis of iconic
blues guitarists, from Robert Johnson and B.B. King to Stevie Ray Vaughan and Bonnie Raitt, this
book celebrates the artistry and innovation that have shaped the steel-string blues tradition. Draw
inspiration from their unique playing styles and incorporate their techniques into your own musical
expression. Whether you're a seasoned player looking to expand your skills or just starting your
journey with the steel-string blues guitar, this book provides a wealth of knowledge and guidance.
With its detailed explanations, illustrative examples, and practical exercises, you'll gain the tools and
inspiration you need to create your own unique musical voice and contribute to the rich tapestry of
steel-string blues. If you like this book, write a review!
  delta slide guitar tips: Jazz Licks Encyclopedia (Book & CD) Jody Fisher, 2001-04 Nearly
300 useful jazz guitar licks organized by chord type. Examples are shown in easy-to-read TAB and
standard music notation. Four voicings are given for each chord type along with easy-to-read chord
diagrams. Licks for common progressions such as ii-V-I are shown. Includes sections on Important
Scales for Improvisation, Articulation, Feel and other important topics.
  delta slide guitar tips: Let's Face it Mighty Mighty Bosstones, 1998 Twelve-song matching
folio to their smash album, including: Another Drinkin' Song * Break So Easily * The Impression That
I Get * Let's Face It * Noise Brigade * That Bug Bit Me * more.
  delta slide guitar tips: Kika Kila John W. Troutman, 2016-02-16 Since the nineteenth century,
the distinct tones of kīkā kila, the Hawaiian steel guitar, have defined the island sound. Here
historian and steel guitarist John W. Troutman offers the instrument’s definitive history, from its
discovery by a young Hawaiian royalist named Joseph Kekuku to its revolutionary influence on
American and world music. During the early twentieth century, Hawaiian musicians traveled the
globe, from tent shows in the Mississippi Delta, where they shaped the new sounds of country and
the blues, to regal theaters and vaudeville stages in New York, Berlin, Kolkata, and beyond. In the
process, Hawaiian guitarists recast the role of the guitar in modern life. But as Troutman explains,
by the 1970s the instrument’s embrace and adoption overseas also worked to challenge its cultural
legitimacy in the eyes of a new generation of Hawaiian musicians. As a consequence, the indigenous
instrument nearly disappeared in its homeland. Using rich musical and historical sources, including
interviews with musicians and their descendants, Troutman provides the complete story of how this
Native Hawaiian instrument transformed not only American music but the sounds of modern music
throughout the world.
  delta slide guitar tips: Buyer's Guide to the Piano, Organ and General Music Trades , 1999
  delta slide guitar tips: Rhythm Guitar Encyclopedia Jody Fisher, 1996-10 Includes over 450
rhythms in every musical style including rock, blues, jazz, folk, alternative, country and more.
Examples are shown in an easy-to-read rhythmic notation, standard music notation and TAB.
Fingerstyle accompaniment patterns are included. The CDs offer performances of examples.
  delta slide guitar tips: Easy Riders, Rolling Stones John Scanlan, 2015-10-15 Easy Riders,



Rolling Stones delves into the history of twentieth century American popular music to explore the
emergence of 60s “road music.” This music—which includes styles like blues and R&B——took shape
at pivotal moments in history and was made by artists and performers who were, in various ways,
seekers after freedom. Whether journeying across the country, breaking free from real or imaginary
confines, or in the throes of self-invention, these artists incorporated their experiences into scores of
songs about travel and movement, as well as creating a new kind of road culture. Starting in the
Mississippi Delta and tracking the emblematic routes and highways of road music, John Scanlan
explores the music and the life of movement it so often represented, identifying “the road” as the
key to an existence that was uncompromising. He shows how the road became an inspiration for
musicians like Jim Morrison and Bob Dylan and how these musicians also drew stimulus from a Beat
movement that was equally enthralled with the possibilities of travel. He also shows how the
quintessential American concepts of freedom and travel influenced English bands such as the Rolling
Stones and Led Zeppelin. These bands may have been foreigners in the US, but they also found their
spiritual home there—of blues and rock ‘n’ roll––and glimpsed the possibility of a new kind of
existence, on the road. Easy Riders, Rolling Stones is an entertaining, rich account of a key strand of
American music history, and will appeal to both road music fans and music scholars who want to
“head out on the highway.”
  delta slide guitar tips: Christgau's Record Guide Robert Christgau, 1981
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