
dallas cowboys number 24 history
dallas cowboys number 24 history is a fascinating subject for any fan of America’s Team or NFL
history. The legacy of the Dallas Cowboys jersey number 24 is storied, with multiple players leaving
an indelible mark on the franchise. From game-changing defensive backs to unheralded
contributors, this iconic number has been worn by athletes who have shaped the Cowboys’ identity
across decades. This article will explore the rich history of number 24, profiling legendary players,
analyzing their statistical impact, and reflecting on memorable moments. We’ll also discuss the
evolution of the number in Dallas Cowboys history, its cultural significance, and answer common
questions fans have about it. Whether you’re a die-hard Cowboys supporter, an NFL historian, or
simply curious about jersey traditions, you’ll find this comprehensive overview both informative and
engaging.
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Legacy and Significance of Dallas Cowboys Number 24

The Dallas Cowboys number 24 has become one of the most recognizable numbers in franchise
history. Worn predominantly by defensive backs, its legacy is tied to players who excelled at shutting
down opposing receivers and creating turnovers. Over the decades, number 24 has come to
represent excellence, resilience, and a commitment to the Cowboys’ tradition of strong defense.
Cowboys fans have long associated the number with memorable plays, clutch performances, and a
relentless pursuit of victory. The significance of number 24 is further cemented by the success of
those who wore it, many of whom contributed to playoff runs, Pro Bowl appearances, and iconic
moments in the team’s storied past.

Notable Players Who Wore Number 24

Several outstanding players have donned the Dallas Cowboys number 24, each leaving a unique
imprint on the organization. Their achievements and style of play have helped define the franchise’s
defensive philosophy and contributed to the team’s enduring popularity.



Everson Walls: The Interception King

Everson Walls is perhaps the most legendary Dallas Cowboys player to wear number 24. Joining the
team as an undrafted free agent in 1981, Walls quickly established himself as a ball-hawking
cornerback. He led the NFL in interceptions three times while with Dallas and was selected to
multiple Pro Bowls. Walls’ remarkable ability to read quarterbacks and make game-changing plays
made him a cornerstone of the Cowboys’ secondary during the 1980s.

Morris Claiborne: The First-Round Hopeful

Drafted sixth overall in 2012, Morris Claiborne arrived in Dallas with high expectations. Wearing
number 24, Claiborne was recognized for his athleticism and coverage skills. Although his career
with the Cowboys was plagued by injuries, he contributed to several solid defensive seasons and
provided key plays in critical games.

Other Notable Wearers

Robert Williams (Safety, 1983-1988): Known for his versatility and special teams prowess.

Bill Butler (Defensive Back, 1969-1971): Provided reliable depth and occasional starts during
his tenure.

Chidobe Awuzie (Cornerback, 2017-2020): Developed into a starting cornerback and helped
solidify the secondary.

Each of these players contributed to the enduring legacy of number 24, whether as starters, role
players, or special teams standouts.

Statistical Impact of Number 24 in Cowboys History

The impact of Dallas Cowboys number 24 goes beyond memorable moments; it is reflected in
impressive individual and team statistics. Players wearing this number have been responsible for key
interceptions, tackles, and defensive touchdowns. Their performances have often helped swing the
momentum in crucial games, contributing to playoff berths and division titles.

Interceptions and Defensive Standouts

One of the defining characteristics of number 24 wearers has been their ability to generate
turnovers. Everson Walls, for example, led the Cowboys in interceptions for multiple seasons and
remains among the franchise leaders in this statistic. Other players, such as Chidobe Awuzie,



contributed with pass breakups and forced fumbles, showcasing the versatility and ball skills
associated with the number.

Pro Bowl Selections and Honors

Number 24 wearers have not only excelled statistically but also earned recognition at the highest
levels. Several players, including Walls, received Pro Bowl nods and All-Pro honors, underlining their
significance to the Cowboys’ defensive units and their impact on the league as a whole.

Memorable Moments Associated with Number 24

Throughout Cowboys history, number 24 has been at the center of unforgettable plays and pivotal
moments. These highlights have helped shape the identity of the team and are often referenced by
fans and analysts when discussing the franchise’s greatest achievements.

Game-Changing Interceptions

Everson Walls’ game-sealing interceptions, particularly during playoff runs, are legendary among
Cowboys faithful. His knack for coming up with critical takeaways in high-pressure situations
solidified his status as one of the most clutch defensive players in team history. Other players, too,
have delivered in big moments, making crucial stops or forcing turnovers when the Cowboys needed
it most.

Playoff Performances

Wearers of number 24 have often elevated their performances during the postseason. Walls was
instrumental during the Cowboys’ deep playoff runs in the early 1980s, while later players
contributed to important victories that kept the team’s championship hopes alive. These memorable
games remain etched in the memories of fans and are an essential part of the number’s legacy.

Cultural and Fan Significance of the Number 24

The Dallas Cowboys number 24 jersey holds special meaning for fans, symbolizing both the team’s
rich defensive tradition and the individual excellence of its wearers. Supporters frequently cite the
number when recalling favorite players or iconic moments from the franchise’s history. The jersey is
a popular choice among collectors and remains a staple in Cowboys merchandise.



Fan Favorites and Jersey Sales

Jerseys featuring number 24, particularly those of Everson Walls, continue to be sought after by
fans. The number’s association with legendary performances has made it a timeless favorite, with
supporters proudly wearing it at games and in everyday life.

Representation in Cowboys Lore

Number 24 is often referenced in media coverage, documentaries, and fan discussions about the
greatest Cowboys defenders. Its wearers are celebrated for their toughness, playmaking ability, and
contributions to team success. The number’s legacy continues as new players aspire to live up to the
standard set by their predecessors.

Frequently Asked Questions about Dallas Cowboys
Number 24 History

Q: Who is the most famous Dallas Cowboys player to wear
number 24?
A: Everson Walls is widely regarded as the most famous Cowboys player to wear number 24, known
for leading the NFL in interceptions multiple times and earning several Pro Bowl selections.

Q: Did any Dallas Cowboys number 24 make the Pro Bowl?
A: Yes, Everson Walls made the Pro Bowl four times during his tenure with the Cowboys while
wearing number 24.

Q: What position is most commonly associated with number 24
in Cowboys history?
A: The number 24 is most commonly associated with cornerbacks and defensive backs in Dallas
Cowboys history.

Q: Has any Dallas Cowboys player wearing number 24 been
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame?
A: As of 2024, no Dallas Cowboys player who wore number 24 has been inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame, though Everson Walls has been a finalist and remains a strong candidate.



Q: Which recent Cowboys player wore number 24?
A: Chidobe Awuzie wore number 24 for the Cowboys from 2017 to 2020, starting at cornerback and
contributing to the defense.

Q: What are some memorable plays involving Cowboys number
24?
A: Notable plays include Everson Walls’ game-clinching interceptions in playoff games and key pass
breakups by later wearers such as Morris Claiborne and Chidobe Awuzie.

Q: When did Everson Walls play for the Dallas Cowboys?
A: Everson Walls played for the Dallas Cowboys from 1981 to 1989.

Q: Why is the number 24 significant to Cowboys fans?
A: The number 24 is significant because it represents a legacy of standout defensive play,
memorable moments, and beloved players in Cowboys history.

Q: Are there any other legendary NFL players who wore
number 24, not for the Cowboys?
A: Yes, but within the Dallas Cowboys organization, number 24 is most closely associated with their
own defensive greats, particularly Everson Walls.

Q: Is the number 24 currently in use for the Dallas Cowboys?
A: As of the 2024 NFL season, the Dallas Cowboys have assigned number 24 to a player on their
roster, continuing its storied legacy.

Dallas Cowboys Number 24 History
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like modern-day gladiators, are fitted head-to-toe in protective gear, obscuring even their faces from
their most loyal fans. They have become largely identifiable through their uniform numbers. You
cannot conjure up Larry Csonka without seeing the number 39 crashing through the line of
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for a stronger brand of gridiron competition, providing a new level of excitement for fans. This book
examines each year of the NFL's pivotal decade in detail, covering the great names, great rivalries
and great games, as well as the key changes in both strategy and rules. Along the way, the author



explains how pro football developed into a near-religious American tradition.
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